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The Eastern Canadian Regional 
Oireachtas (“Oh-rock-tis”) is coming up 
the weekend of November 8-10 in 
Montreal. This event is a championship-
level competition where the best dancers 
from Ontario, Quebec and the Maritimes 
meet to see where they rank among each 
other. This event is a qualifying event for 
both the North American Irish Dance 
Championships (held in July of each year) 
and World Irish Dance Championships 
(held in March/April each year). 

On Friday and Saturday solo dancers will 
be competing.  On Sunday, teams will 
compete as well as the ECR Premiere 
Championships. The Premiere 
Championships is an event which offers a 
chance for dancers who are not yet 
qualified for solo championships to gain 
experience in a mini-championship 
format. 

 

Some of the big differences from a 
regular feis include the large stage size, 
the large audience - often 200+ people 
and an awards ceremony each night, 
which is very exciting for the dancers, 
parents and teachers.   At the Oireachtas, 
dancers of one age are combined into 
one competition, regardless of their dance 
level/grade.  

The competition format is similar to 
championship competitions at feises. 
Competitors will perform a designated 
hard shoe (TJ or HP) & designated soft 
shoe dance (SJ or Reel) (the dances vary 
according to age) and then wait for their 

scores to be tabulated. After two dances, 
the top 50% of the competitors, will be 
called back to do a third dance (Set 
Dance). There are nine judges for this 
event; three for each of the three rounds - 
all three scores are combined for an 
overall placement. Everyone who is 
“recalled” for the Set Dance participates 
in the awards ceremony at the end of the 
day.    

�&� ���� &���)�����&�$�))(�
 

Each year, dancers from the Goggin-
Carroll school qualify to compete at the 
World Championships (which are usually 
held the week leading up to Easter).  Last 
year the school sent over 25 soloists and 
one team. Our school brought home a 
12th place medal in Solos (Brynna 
McVittie - Girls U15), an 11th place medal 
for the Under 11 Team (the members 
were actually under 9), as well as the 
most-ever recall medals (dancers who 
qualified to compete in the final round of 
their events).�

The 2014 championships will take place 
in London, England. As you can imagine, 
attending events such as these are very 
costly, so the parents of the qualified 
dancers, with the support of the OIDA, 
work together to put on a fundraising 
event called "The Claddagh Ball". 
Claddagh is an Irish symbol of friendship, 
loyalty and love which is a perfect symbol 
of each dancer’s connection with Irish 
Dancing as well as the support being 
offered by our dance community to the 
World qualified dancers.�

The 2014 Ball will be held on ���������
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�We will be looking for your support in 
either buying tickets to attend this 
outstanding night, donating items for our 
silent auction, donating smaller prizes or 
wine for other events during the evening, 
choosing a sponsoring option from our 
sponsorship program or advertising at the 
event.�

��

Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/TheOIDA
CladdaghBall 
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