
Approaching 100,000 Cats!
FCCO was founded in 1995 and helped our first 16 cats that June. We are 
now approaching an incredible milestone: 100,000 cats brought through 
our doors to be spayed/neutered.
     To celebrate, we’re holding a drawing where individuals have the chance 
to win $1,398 when they get their cats spayed/neutered. Every cat that 
individuals bring to FCCO between now and the 100,000th cat will be 
entered into this drawing! There’s even a second place prize of $101. 
 

     
     Why this amount? According to our feral cat equation, one unaltered 
female and her offspring can produce 1.398 MILLION cats over the 
span of 10 years. Just imagine the number of ferals we have prevented by 
spaying/neutering 100,000 cats!
     Each spay/neuter surgery helps change the equation and doing so now 
will prevent litters of kittens later this spring. FCCO’s services are for all 
cats from feral to friendly and are no-cost to low-cost. Plus every cat is an 
entry into the drawing for $1,398! Why wait? Learn about our different 
services at feralcats.com and take action today.
     Read details about the drawing and track where we are in the 100,000 
cat countdown with our ther-meow-meter at feralcats.com/100k-cats!

Willamette Week’s Best of Portland  
is an annual poll where YOU can 
pick the best things Portland has  
to offer, and we hope you think  
that FCCO is our community’s  
Best Animal Nonprofit! 
     Please WRITE-IN your nomination 
before April 20th. If FCCO gets 
enough nominations, we’ll be 
included in the finalist round of 
voting May 15th through June 15th. 

Vote today at  
wweek.com/bop2019

Select the NONPROFIT category 
and then in the Best Animal 
Nonprofit group WRITE-IN:  
Feral Cat Coalition of Oregon.

Vote for FCCO  
for Best of Portland!

From feral to friendly, kittens to older cats, each one who comes to our clinic is changing the equation.

http://www.feralcats.com/services
http://www.feralcats.com/100k-cats
https://www.wweek.com/bop2019/?fbclid=IwAR2ztkHZfc_ddpwGnGVaSJrGxoudfkoYKy-ZMHecCfb_WSM3XGsBw2vJqlE#/gallery/?group=311344
http://www.feralcats.com/the-feral-cat-equation


President’s Corner

Did you know that April is 
National Volunteer month? 
This month is dedicated to 
honoring all of the volunteers 
in our communities as well as 
encouraging volunteerism.  
     FCCO was founded 
in 1995 by volunteer 
veterinarians who wanted to 
help feral cats. Even as FCCO 
grew and staff was added, we 
continue to thrive with the help 
of volunteers. In fact, last year 
210 volunteers spent 5,835 
hours volunteering for FCCO, 
which translates into a value of 
$241,995! That’s a big impact! 
     Making reminder calls to 
caregivers, prepping records 
for spay/neuter clinics, data 
entry, fundraising, tabling at 
events, trapping assistance, 
trap and cat transport, 
cleaning traps, clinic surgeons 
and technicians, event 
planning, feral cat shelter 
building, committee and 
Board of Director membership, 
marketing and artistic design, 
building maintenance, 
food collection... the list of 
volunteerism at FCCO is 
varied and long! This shows 
us just how much volunteers 
are needed to further FCCO’s 
mission and continue the 
success of the organization.
FCCO is always looking for 
more volunteers, and if you 
have a special talent or skill 
that may benefit our unique 
services, we welcome you. But 
even in the spay/neuter clinics, 
volunteers don’t need prior 
experience, as we can train 

in the area that interests you. 
Many volunteers will tell you 
it is a rewarding experience, 
and you don’t have to have 
a ton of time. What unites us 
all, whether staff or volunteer, 
is our compassion for the 
cats and their caregivers 
throughout our communities.  
     Thank you so much!

Volunteers Make it Happen 
Kris Ellingsen, DVM

These needed items, and others, are on 
our amazon.com Wish List for easy 
delivery to FCCO. The list can also be 
found at feralcats.com if you prefer to 
purchase locally and bring items to our 
clinic. Thank you!
     • Cat food: dry and wet 
     • iPhone 7 or higher
     • Video projector 
     • Bluetooth speaker
     • Masking tape, 3M, 1” 
     • Office copy paper      
     • Note pads (legal)

FCCO Wish List

Inspire Others 
with Your Catio!

 

FCCO is co-hosting 
the 7th Annual 
Catio Tour with the 
Audubon Society 
of Portland and 
we’re looking for the 
purrfect catios to 
show off!
     From functional 

to fancy, we hope you will submit your 
catio to be part of this great event, which 
will be on Saturday, September 7, 2019.
All submissions in the Portland metro 
area are encouraged. 
     More information about the annual 
Catio Tour, reasons to build a catio, and 
ideas for construction inspiration, can all 
be found at CatsSafeAtHome.org.

Above: clinic volunteers Britt and 
Amanda prepping surgical supplies.  
Below: Sabrina at an outreach 
event talking about our services.

Geordi was a Feline Host on the 2018 Catio 
Tour. His multi-level catio features ramps, 
sleeping shelves and grass with two entrances.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.amazon.com/gp/registry/wishlist/ref=gno_listpop_wi
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
http://www.feralcats.com/wish/
https://www.catssafeathome.org/


The kitty pictured below is “Buff”. He 
was one of 32 cats from one colony to 
travel all the way from Judy’s home in 
Grand Ronde, Oregon, to FCCO’s clinic 
in SW Portland. It was a trip well worth 
the effort for this colony that started with 
just one hungry cat.
     Thirteen years ago Judy started feeding 
a cat she named Ralph. She noticed that 
the number of cats coming for food was 
growing, but she couldn’t stand to see 
them hungry so she continued to feed 
them, and enjoyed playing with the 
kittens and socializing them. However, 
she knew something needed to be done 
about the population boom, but just 
didn’t know how since she and her 
husband couldn’t trap the cats themselves 
due to her health conditions. 
     Judy was almost ready to give up when 
she found FCCO and three wonderful 
people who offered to help. They took 
turns trapping and transporting the 
cats to our clinic. Most of the cats were 
returned to Judy, but eight kittens were 
able to hop aboard the Kitten Caboose to 
be adopted into homes. 
     Even with 24 cats, Judy can tell you 
about each one. She said, “I can tell that’s 
Buff because he has a little black mark on 
his nose. He is a love.”

Story from 
the Streets

Portland Art Museum
Kridel Grand Ballroom

21st Annual 
Furball

We are family... so join us for this fun, 70’s-themed event, and turn good 
vibes into fab funding for spaying/neutering feral, stray, and pet cats. Our 
Honorary Chair, Russ Rosner, will lead the party as we boogie for the cats!

The Furball features live and silent auctions with art, getaways, awesome 
items for cats, and more. There will be yummy food and drinks and you 
won’t want to miss dancing under the disco ball! 

Get ready to boogie! The Furball often sells out, so gather your 
friends and go to FERALCATS.COM to get your tickets. While 
there, check out our awesome 70’s outfit ideas!

Purrs of thanks to our special Dancing Queen:  

Leslie B. Durst

http://feralcats.com/furball
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Trap-Neuter-Return in Action!   
David from Hillsboro noticed a skinny stray kitty and 
put out food. Later he realized he was feeding nine cats, 
including this one. Although he can’t get closer than three 
feet to them, David decided to commit to their care. He 
made shelters, brought them all to FCCO to be spayed/
neutered, and is happy to report that all are doing well.

FCCO is a spay/neuter program. Our services are  
no-cost for feral and stray cats and low-cost for  
pet cats. We serve Oregon and SW Washington.
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Visit our website, call, or follow our posts for more info! 

feralcats.com  |  503-797-2606

Who We Are
FCCO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

• President: Kris Ellingsen, DVM 
• Vice President: Nena Baker 
• Treasurer: John Maddigan 
• Secretary: Michelle Baird-Johnson
• Board Members: Jacqui Neilson, DVM, DACVB;  
   Ken Hick; Cliff Deveney, MD; Karen Deveney, MD; 
   Shawn Mangum; and Sarah Moses 
 

• Executive Director: Karen Kraus
• Operations Director: Leah Kennon, CVT
• Newsletter Editor: Karen Kraus
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