Volume 2. Issue 1.

October 2016

Millersville Catholic
“Become whom you were created to be,
and you will set the world on fire.”
~Catherine of Siena
New this year at Millersville Catholic
We started last year with a mission, to make “Disciples of Jesus
Christ.” As Millersville Catholic pursued that mission we were blessed
with such support from our community of students, parents, and patrons. Your prayers for
this ministry have been so greatly appreciated. Last year the ministry started with a men’s group and a women’s
group…as this year begins the students of Millersville Catholic have grasped onto the mission of discipleship. We are
blessed to have not only a men’s and women’s group, but additionally: apologetics group, women’s book group,
freshmen women’s group, a commuter Bible study, and a freshmen men’s group…all of which are student-led. The
fruits of your prayers and support are present at Millersville Catholic. Please, enjoy this issue, which express the
testimonials of students about the retreats, groups, and activities new this year at Millersville Catholic.
- Alicia Spelfogel, Associate Catholic Minister, and Father Brian Wayne

Millersville Bound Freshmen Retreat
One of the hardest parts about starting college as a freshman is meeting
new people, searching for where you belong, and trying to maintain a faith
life on campus. This year Millersville Catholic held its first ever
“Millersville Bound Freshmen Retreat.” Its purpose: to encourage the
incoming freshmen to join this community centered around Jesus Christ.
Held at Refreshing Mountain Retreat Center, the students participated in
small groups led by upperclassman peers, shared their faith life, and
enjoyed activities such as rock climbing, zip-lining, a ropes course, and
toasting marshmallows on a campfire. Here are the experiences of
some of the freshmen participants:
“The retreat was not only an opportunity to further my knowledge and practice new techniques of prayer,
but also to make new friends in a huge transitional period of my life. I am blessed to have met fellow students willing to
listing, teach and love me despite only knowing them for a short period. As I work to further strengthen my relationship
with God, I know that I am supported every step of the way.” – Brett Conway ‘20
“I had a lot of fun at the retreat! I loved the people I got to meet and the ropes course was a blast!” – Paige Wenger ‘20
“I had an amazing time at the retreat! It was a great time growing closer to God, spending time in nature, trying new
things, and making new friends. The retreat helped me prepare for the start of school and made me more comfortable
going into my first day at Millersville.” – Sydney Moyer ‘20
“The Millersville Bound Retreat really set me off on the right foot for the beginning of my college career. Before the
retreat, I was pretty nervous for staying on campus, college classes, and making new friends. After the retreat, I was
assured by the upperclassmen that it would be okay. There I made many new friends that I get to connect with at Mass
and at Millersville Catholic’s Wednesday Night Dinners. It was such a great experience and I am so glad I took the
opportunity to go!” – Mary Wurzbach ‘20

	
  

Leading the way to discipleship
This semester Millersville Catholic took our student leaders on a two-night retreat
to equip them with our vision and the tools to lead others into discipleship with
Jesus. Here is sophomore Justine Gaylor’s experience:
“Going on the leadership retreat with Millersville Catholic was such a wonderful
experience! I was able to spend time with other student leaders in fellowship and
prayer that provided such an amazing opportunity for truly fruitful discussion
and reflections as the weekend progressed. Beginning our trip with a prayerful
evening really set the stage for the rest of the retreat. We discussed the basics of our faith,
ways to introduce and expand on that to others, as well as ways to answer some of the really hard
questions that may be asked to students in a leadership role. It was such a blessing to be able take time to pray in such a
beautiful wooded environment, and really "unplug" for the weekend. The trip calmed the fears of being in a leadership
position by being able to talk about: how to share the Gospel and how to share our stories in order to impact the stories
of others. I am so glad to have had the opportunity to spend a weekend learning ways to help lead others toward Christ.”

New school year, new groups
This year Millersville Catholic has introduced many new student-led small groups. Two of which are a freshmen men’s
group and a commuter’s Bible study. Here are the experiences of each group’s leadership:
“Freshman men’s group is a great opportunity for freshmen to grow in fellowship with each other and with Christ
through great conversation, reading and discussing scripture, and of course snacks! We meet for an hour each week to
get away from the stresses of college and spend time with Christ growing in understanding and knowledge of the
scriptures. We encourage each other to pray for one another throughout the week and are always ready to welcome to
new faces!” – Tyler Smith ‘19
“With starting a commuter's Bible study, we have encouraged involvement for those who don't live on campus, as well as
nurtured fellowship. This is all so important to growing deeper in faith and learning more about the faith.
It can be hard to get involved when being a commuter, so having a chance to meet new people and grow spiritually is a
great thing! I am so grateful for this opportunity to lead such a group. We are always	
  welcoming and really focus on
getting to know each other.” – Gabrielle Spica ‘18

We would love for you to support this Mission!
Please accept this gift of: $______________________________________
And please keep my intentions in your prayers: _________________________________________________________
Please send checks made out to “Millersville Catholic” to the Newman House:
227 N. George St.
Millersville, PA 17551
Donations can also be made with a credit card on our website: www.MillersvilleCatholic.com

