
Dear Members of the University Community, 

In recent days, the media has widely reported on the children caught up in the enforcement of the 
border between the United States and Mexico. Every nation has the basic right to regulate its 
borders, and we would expect such action to be humane and dignified. Such practices should be 
followed, especially because ours is a nation of immigrants. The action of separating children from 
their parents, however, is deeply troubling, and the use of this tactic as political leverage against 
Congress is a matter of profound concern.  
 
For your reflection, I draw your attention to the statement of our diocesan bishop, Patrick J. McGrath, 
who, by the way, is an immigrant and holds an honorary degree from our university (see Bishop 
McGrath’s Message on Separated Families). Forgoing basic human respect and dignity for the sake 
of expediency is unworthy of a great nation built by immigrants. As Bishop McGrath wrote, “We 
cannot lose what is at the heart of this tragedy: the fact there are children and families in the 
crosshairs of our government’s actions and that the trauma that these children suffer will have long 
term effects on their spiritual, emotional and physical well-being.” 

Personally, I believe our government agencies must work to keep families together and reunite those 
that have been separated involuntarily. Institutionally, as a Jesuit university committed to a more just 
and humane world, the present actions at the border are contrary to our mission and values. 

I urge you to consider this issue carefully and to express your conclusions to our government 
representatives. Whatever your position on this matter, we must speak to our leaders to work 
tirelessly to fix our broken immigration system without compromising human rights and harming 
families. 

Sincerely, 

Michael E. Engh, S.J. 
President 

  

 
 

https://www.dsj.org/blog/bishop-mcgraths-message-on-separated-families/
https://www.dsj.org/blog/bishop-mcgraths-message-on-separated-families/

