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A
IA Cleveland’s newest committee, the Building Enclo-
sure Council-Cleveland (BEC -Cleveland) is now a real-
ity due to co-founders Technical Assurance and Wiss, 
Janney, Elstner, Associates, Inc. and to the efforts of con-
sulting engineering firms. For the past year, working as 
one team, with enthusiastic support from Kurt Weaver, president of AIA Cleveland, they have established the 
nation’s 27th BEC chapter in Cleveland, and the first in Ohio, under the auspices of AIA but independent of it. 

 BEC-Cleveland will work to create an interdisciplinary and objective place to share knowledge and resources impacting building 
enclosures located in the unique climatic conditions of Northeast Ohio. According to BEC-Cleveland co-chairs Ed Taylor, Technical Assur-
ance, and Nate Gamber, Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, BEC-Cleveland will seek to bring in national and regional speakers to provide 
technical presentations and lead discussions on key topics of interest to the building community in Northeast Ohio. Typical BEC meetings 
have included technical presentations ranging from the building envelope design guide to forensic studies of failures to HVAC interaction 
with the building enclosure. According to Taylor, the building enclosure has been the forgotten stepchild of the energy-efficiency family. 
 One key to the Northeast Ohio region is enhancing existing buildings. “We have a unique area here,” Gamber says, 
“It is a mixed climate, with a lake effect, and it makes retrofitting a challenge. 
 “It’s exciting,” says Kurt Weaver, president of AKW Inc. and president of AIA Cleveland. “It’s just terrific. AIA and NIBS 
have been collaborating for a while, and we can bring that effort here now. In fact, this industry is beginning to coordinate efforts 
across disciplines more and more, with BIM, with green. My job is to help these guys keep up the momentum.”  
 Although chartered under AIA Cleveland, BEC-Cleveland  will include participation from other regional AIA chapters in  
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Green building envelopes

All-industry effort will make structures  
more energy-efficient, weathertight 

f e a t u r e

The importance of building enclosures to energy savings is 
seen in the Cleveland’s federal building’s revamp. 
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...this industry is beginning to coordinate 
efforts across disciplines more and more, 
with BIM, with green...
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Akron, Youngstown and Toledo, as well as orga-
nizations such as CSI, Cleveland 2030, USGBC 
NEO, ABC, and others to collectively raise the 
level of building enclosure expertise in the region. 
 GSA and AIA have already begun a 
dialog, and as the BEC gets up and running, it 
becomes a part of that, says Weaver, looking at 
projects such as the Celebrezze Federal Building. 
 Architects, engineers, contractors, 
building owners, consultants, facility managers, 
commissioning agents, product manufacturers, 
code officials, educators and anyone else with 
an interest in achieving higher performing and 
more energy-efficient buildings are encouraged 
to join, learn, and make contributions. Tech-
nical Assurance’s Ed Taylor says that this re-
gion fields a “hotbed” of leading manufactur-
ers in the industry, such as BASF, Tremco and  
Soprema, who will have a lot to contribute  
to the discussion. 
 Gamber says all players have an open 
invitation to get involved. The chapter is now 

growing its leadership group, and developing 
committees around various program areas. 
The group is also soliciting sponsors at several 
levels, with Dupont, VIP, Firestone, Tremco 
and Johns Manville already signed up.  
 Planning for a technical presentation to 
be held at the inaugural BEC-Cleveland chapter 
meeting later this fall is currently underway, as 
are happy hours and other chances to interact. 

It came from beyond
Other BEC chapters have been established 
across the country in a number of cities.
 BEC-Cleveland was established to 
bring education and discussion of the building 
enclosure to the building community in North-
east Ohio. Buildings function dynamically 
as systems and work at their peak efficiency 
only when the MEP systems and building en-
closure operate in tandem. Repeated energy 
crises have brought a much needed focus on 
the building enclosure as a first line of defense 

in energy conservation, and now, a once-
overlooked aspect of the building, is now seen 
as having a critical role in achieving a high  
performance and sustainable building. 
 In 2004, the national Building Enclo-
sure Council initiative was established in an 
agreement between the American Institute of 
Architects and the Building Enclosure Technol-
ogy and Environment Council (BETEC) of the 
National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS). 
According to NIBS, “The purpose of the council 
is to promote and encourage discussion, training, 
education, technology transfer, the exchange of 
information about local issues and cases, relevant 
weather conditions, and all matters concerning 
building enclosures and the related science.” 
 For additional information on how to 
participate locally, go to www.bec-cleveland.
org  or contact co-chairs of BEC: Nate Gam-
ber (ngamber@wje.com  216-642-2300) or Ed 
Taylor, Technical Assurance, (etaylor@techni-
calassurance.com) 440-953-3147).    BXM

www.bec-cleveland.org


