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Media Kit
ROBERT SHAW. MAN OF MANY VOICES.
DOCUMENTARY FILM
Robert Shaw - Man of Many Voices is a documentary film about the life and legacy of Robert Shaw, music
director of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, for over 20 years. Shaw’s career path was highly unusual. Without any formal music background, his career in both popular and classical music skyrocketed, first
on radio with Fred Waring, and later at the side of celebrity maestros Arturo Toscanini and George Szell before
coming to Atlanta. Here, he grew the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus into a world-class ensemble,
winning numerous prestigious awards.
On April 24, 2016, we feature the premiere of a film several years in the making, and utilizing a vast archive of
photo, sound and motion picture images plus rich musical recordings from a tremendously successful 60-year
career. The film's narrator is David Hyde Pierce. This special date was chosen for its proximity to Robert
Shaw’s 100th birthday, and the afternoon will focus on celebrating Shaw. You will not want to miss this very
special event!

CONTACT
Michael Martin
404.357.6617
info@robertshawthefilm.com
www.robertshawthefilm.com
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Synopsis
SYNOPSIS (LONG)
Grammys. Lots of them. Civil Rights. Bach and Mozart. The Fall of the Berlin Wall. Despite very little
formal musical training, Robert Shaw had an impact on more than just the world of music. As a symphonic
conductor and the creator of exceptional choral values, his music towers as the gold standard today.
His legacy however reaches far beyond the awards, album sales and even the musical history he made.
The transcendence of his music reaches into the souls of who we are today.
Robert Shaw - Man of Many Voices s more than a great story. It is a chronological examination of his
remarkable life and meteoric rise to national fame. And, it seeks to answer the many questions surrounding
his success. Interspersed with archival film and peer interviews, the film explores Shaw’s beginnings in a
small California town through the challenges and triumphs of his serendipitous and improbable career.
How did Robert Shaw repeatedly mold groups of unpaid amateurs into one inspired and beautiful voice?
Why did legendary conductor Arturo Toscanini declare Shaw “the maestro I have been looking for?” How
was Shaw able to create a world renowned, Grammy-winning orchestra and chorus in the heart of the
“backward” South and alter civil rights history in the process?
The film looks deep into the more difficult aspects of Shaw’s life. The lifelong sense of insecurity. The
maddening work ethic. The price paid in his personal life. A tremendous risk taker, Shaw took on more
than one person could bear, leading to exhaustion and, at times, a lack of discretion. But again and again,
he rises to the occasion and beyond it to take music to levels no one else had ever achieved.
Even his harshest critics could not deny 16 Grammy Awards, nor his “Gold Album” – the first classical
album in history to sell more than one million copies.
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Synopsis
SYNOPSIS (MEDIUM)
Robert Shaw - Man of Many Voices is a great story. But it also is a chronological examination of a
remarkable and improbable life that impacted more than just the world of music. From his beginnings in a
small California town to the meteoric rise to national fame through the challenges and triumphs of Shaw’s
serendipitous career, the film seeks to answer the many questions surrounding his success. And his impact
on Civil Rights.
The film looks deep into the more difficult aspects of Shaw’s life as well. The lifelong sense of insecurity.
The maddening work ethic. The price to his personal life. A tremendous risk taker, Shaw often took on
more than one person could bear, leading to exhaustion and, at times, a lack of discretion. But again and
again, he rose above the occasion and took music to levels no one else had ever achieved. And sometimes
accomplishing in society what others could not.
16 Grammy Awards. Plus the first classical album in history to sell more than one million copies. His legacy
though reaches far beyond the awards, album sales and even the musical history he made. The transcendence of his music reaches into the souls of who we are today.
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Synopsis
SYNOPSIS (SHORT)
Robert Shaw – Man of Many Voices traces the journey of a small town California boy who planned to be a
minister like his father, but instead became the greatest conductor of choral music the world has ever known.
At the heart of the film is the mystery of Shaw’s genius. With no formal musical training, he achieved a stunning early success in popular music and later became legendary for his interpretations of classical music’s
great choral masterpieces.
An early champion of civil rights, Shaw had a mystical belief in the power of community and could communicate his passion for music with spellbinding intensity. As Music Director of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
and Chorus in the latter half of the twentieth century, Robert Shaw changed the course of musical history
through the many voices he set on fire with an enduring love of music.
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Director’s Statement
Robert Shaw’s life is an epic story of genius, audacity, and a passionate commitment to creating a better
world. His journey is a wonderfully American tale of reinvention – the improbable ascent of an unschooled
musician from obscurity to the heights of classical music. It’s a story that would seem far-fetched as fiction,
but it’s all true. And when asked to help bring it to the screen, I could not resist.
Shaw’s main instrument was the chorus, an institution perfectly suited to this most democratic of musicians.
To Shaw, a chorus is a form of participatory democracy, a collection of individuals whose voices create a
community greater than themselves. He insisted his choruses include the best musicians, regardless of race
or ethnicity, and he embraced integration in the arts throughout his career. His idealism shaped his creative
choices with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra, cajoling his chorus members to understand the urgency of
their work, while encouraging audiences to welcome the challenging music of contemporary composers.
He was a man of great principles and boundless chutzpah.
The subjects of my previous films – from Sacco and Vanzetti to Gus Garcia to Doc Pomus – have been
visionary outsiders who drew on genius and passion to transform the world. I’m so pleased to now include
Robert Shaw not just in my filmmaking cosmos but deep within my soul. Like the many thousands of choristers whose lives were changed by his presence, I have been transformed by coming to know this brilliant,
complex and endlessly fascinating American hero.
The process of making the documentary has been infused with Robert Shaw’s spirit. Our film’s originator,
Kiki Wilson, assembled an ensemble of creative people to join our voices together to distill Shaw’s essence
on film. It’s been an honor to collaborate with the community that’s gathered to tell this story, including the
gifted writer/director Pamela Roberts and with my longtime filmmaking partner Amy Linton, whose editing
captures the poetry and music of Shaw’s brilliant life. I joined the team when the filmmaking was already
well underway, and am grateful to have drawn on the years of research that went into uncovering this story.
In the tradition of Robert Shaw, we set out to tell a story not only about music, but about the possibility of
a life well lived, and the necessity of creating a more beautiful world. We are excited about sharing this
remarkable tale – and the message of our extraordinary subject – far and wide.
Peter Miller
Director
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Writer/Director’s Statement
Robert Shaw wanted to change lives through the power of great music. Even though I didn’t become a
classical pianist, even though I never met him personally, he changed my life. It happened when my college
piano teacher said, “Robert Shaw is conducting Bach’s Mass in B Minor with the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
and you need to be there.” So I drove four of my fellow music students from Duke University to Atlanta and
we chatted nonstop during the long drive. But on the way home after the concert, none of us said a single
word. We couldn’t. Robert Shaw and the music of Bach had touched something so deep within us that words
were no longer necessary. The experience of that concert with Robert Shaw has never left me.
Robert Shaw gave this same experience to hundreds of thousands of people in his lifetime. Throughout the
20th century he was an international star and a household name in America, but many people today have
never heard of him - and that is why I wanted to be part of this film. Robert Shaw – Man of Many Voices tells
the story of an unlikely musician, a man with no formal musical training who began in popular music, but who
found his calling in the music of the great composers. Shaw was a paradox, a man beset with insecurities but
who had the courage to act on his beliefs, whether for civil rights, the new music of his time or even taking
music into politically dangerous places. Robert Shaw shared his passion for great music with all who would
listen, and I am deeply grateful for the privilege of sharing his story with a new generation.
Pamela Roberts
Writer/Director
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Producer’s Statement
WHY THIS FILM? AND WHY NOW?
Since 1988, the year Robert Shaw took the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus on a grand European
tour, I have wanted to initiate a documentary about the incredible legacy of a man who touched countless
lives through his passion for great music. I was a member of the ASO chorus and our first concert on that
tour was in East Berlin, a city long divided by the hated Berlin Wall. The concert featured Beethoven’s 9th
Symphony and was a life-changing event for all in attendance, musicians and audience alike. The audience
experienced the profound impact of Beethoven’s powerful message - ‘All people will be brothers’ - just more
than a year before the Berlin Wall would be torn down by the German people.
Shaw, as always focused on the heart of the composer’s intent, brought real and palpable hope to his listeners. They, in turn were riveted as one, responding collectively with tear stained faces. At the conclusion this
matinee the audience exploded with countless rounds of cheers, whistles, shouts, and foot stomping, all
quite uncharacteristic of German concertgoers. Once the orchestra and chorus exited, Shaw returned
repeatedly to an empty stage, the musically sophisticated crowd unrelenting, and unwilling to let him go.
He did that day what he did over and over again, which was to change his sliver of the world with his music.
The power of this man needs to be captured on film, I thought then. And here we are, 25 years later.
The lessons Robert Shaw has to teach us are important ones, particularly to a 21st century individual who
lives in a world of fast everything. Shaw’s approach is studied, detailed, and exceptionally thorough. He
revisits and studies at length every score, no matter how many times he has conducted the piece, knowing
that he can learn even more from it. He communicates exceptionally in rehearsals, every aspect of what he
has learned in his study, and then bathes his chorus in weekly letters, providing his singers with graduate
level analysis, insight, technical tips, and references to the worlds of art, literature, religion, and philosophy.
With him, we learn and grow and learn some more. He is indefatigable. And all this from a man without a
sheepskin from any music school or conservatory, with virtually no musical training, a phenomenon hard to
grasp. His genius and tremendous talent, along with his incredibly hard work, have made Robert Shaw
something of a household word, a giant in the world of the musical arts.
With this film, we will examine the mystery of the man, and the tremendously vibrant and unforgettable
music he brought to our world. We hope to interview some of those who worked with him, though the sand
is running quickly through the hourglass. For that reason, we on the production team have a sense of urgency
about our work. We can only make progress as funds are made available to us. If you believe in what we are
doing, we hope you can help by making a generous donation to the creation of this important film, and
encourage others to do the same.
Kiki Wilson
Executive Producer
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Production Team Bios
Kiki Wilson is a passionate enthusiast of classical music and initiated the Robert Shaw documentary film
project as executive producer. She is a 34-year veteran of the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus, and sang
with Robert Shaw for 18 of those years. Kiki holds a Masters of Music in Choral Conducting from Northwestern University where she studied under Margaret Hillis, one of Shaw's inner circle contemporaries
Peter Miller is an award-winning documentary filmmaker whose films, including AKA Doc Pomus, Jews and
Baseball: An American Love Story, and Sacco and Vanzetti, have screened in cinemas and on television
throughout the world. He has also been a producer on numerous landmark PBS series directed by Ken Burns.
Pamela Roberts has profiled many great Americans during her tenure as executive producer, director and
writer at Georgia Public Broadcasting. Her films on Dean Rusk and Margaret Mitchell each won 5 regional
Emmy Awards and Margaret Mitchell: American Rebel was nominated for a national Emmy as part of the
American Masters series on PBS. Having trained as a classical pianist, she is especially excited about
Robert Shaw – Man of Many Voices.
David Druckenmiller is a documentary film producer with a specialty for American historical narrative
featuring personal biography and military history. His WWII film work aired in prime time on national PBS
in 2004 and Georgia Public Broadcasting in 2008 and 2011. Over a 20-year career, David has earned several
industry awards including three regional Emmy Awards.
Amy Linton sang with Robert Shaw as a college music major before starting a 30 year career as an awardwinning editor, writer and producer on features, documentaries, tv series, music videos and commercials.
Her last 15 years as filmmaking partner with Peter Miller have produced critically acclaimed documentaries
which have screened theatrically and in hundreds of festivals worldwide.
As a director of photography, Michael Lines has lensed film projects in over a dozen countries and nearly
every state in the U.S. His work for elite fortune 100 companies has been featured internationally and his
documentary films serve as a catalyst for international grassroots movements to free child prisoners.
Diane Speight brings over 20 years of award-winning graphics design experience to the film project. Her
designs have been recognized with several regional ADDY awards as well as a Golden Pyramid award for
excellence in promotional design. In addition to her professional work, Diane recently completed an MFA at
Georgia State University.
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Production Stills
Videos and more in high resolution format available at www.robertshawthefilm.com/media

THE SET FOR ROBERT SHAW’S OFFICE.

CELLIST YOYO MA DISCUSSING ROBERT
SHAW’S INFLUENCE.

ROBERT SHAW. GREAT AMERICAN
CHORAL CONDUCTOR.
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Production Stills
Videos and more in high resolution format available at www.robertshawthefilm.com/media

MR. SHAW MINING THE MUSIC.
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Reviews, Clippings, Mentions
REQUIEM FOR A GIANT OF CHORAL CONCERTS
Feb. 17, 2016
New Yorkers will probably remember the great choral conductor Robert Shaw best from the signal triumphs
of his last decade: an annual series of workshops for choral professionals presented by Carnegie Hall, each
culminating in a Carnegie concert. They began in 1990 with intensive rehearsals and a performance of
Brahms’s “A German Requiem” that many in the field talked about for years afterward.
So it is fitting that Carnegie Hall should commemorate Mr. Shaw’s 100th birthday, on April 30, with a
performance of that work by the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra and Chorus, conducted by Robert Spano.
(This follows performances in Atlanta on April 14 and 16.) Though not renowned as an orchestral conductor,
Mr. Shaw was music director of the Atlanta Symphony from 1967 to 1988, and having established an affiliated
chamber chorus in 1967, he founded the full chorus in 1970 and turned it into one of the finest in the country.
The Atlanta forces have devoted much of this season to celebrating the Shaw centenary, reviving several of
his specialties. They opened with Mahler’s “Resurrection” Symphony and performed Beethoven’s “Missa
Solemnis” and Verdi’s Requiem.
The New York concert will include Jonathan Leshnoff’s oratorio “Zohar,” commissioned by the Atlanta
Symphony and Carnegie Hall for the Shaw centenary. “Zohar,” titled after commentaries on the Torah, is
said to explore the relationship between a finite universe and an eternal God.
The vocal soloists in both works are Jessica Rivera, soprano, and Nmon Ford, baritone. The chorus will be
prepared by its longtime director, Norman Mackenzie, a former Shaw associate.
The Shaw centenary will also be commemorated with the release of a documentary film, “Robert Shaw: Man of Many Voices,”
produced by Kiki Wilson, a member of the Atlanta Symphony Chorus. It will be shown on April 24 in Atlanta and on May 5 at the
New York Public Library for the Performing Arts in Lincoln Center.

— James R. Oestreich
NY TIMES, FEBRUARY 17, 2016
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/21/arts/music/a-powerfulelektra-sheep-at-the-armory-and-other-spring-classicalhighlights.html?_r=

Robert Shaw at Carnegie Hall in 1997.
Credit. Chang W. Lee/The New York Times
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Calendar
We are pleased to announce the New York Premiere at the New York Public Library for the Performing Arts.
The screening is scheduled for May 5th, 2016 in the Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman Center, Bruno Walter
Auditorium. For more information, go to www.nypl.org.

DATE

EVENT

CITY

VENUE

April 24, 2016

Premiere

Atlanta

Woodruff Arts Center

May 5, 2016

Premiere

New York City

NY Public Library for
Performing Arts

June 15, 2016

Premiere

Chicago

The Ravinia Festival

July 6, 2016

Premiere

Highlands, NC

Highlands-Cashiers
Chamber Music Festival

Look to www.robertshawthefilm.com for updates
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Third Party Endorsements
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH…
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Georgia Public Broadcasting

IN ASSOCIATION WITH…
American Choral Directors Association
Atlanta History Center
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Chorus
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra Players Association
Atlanta Young Singers
Carnegie Hall
Chorus America
Cleveland Orchestra and Chorus
Converse College
Gilmore Music Library of Yale University
League of American Orchestras
Morehouse College
Public Broadcasting Atlanta

MAJOR SUPPORT PROVIDED BY…
The Coca-Cola Company
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Currey, Jr.
Fox Theatre, Inc
Livingston Foundation, Inc.
Sartain Lanier Family Foundation
Shubert Foundation
Thurmond Smithgall and the Lanie & Ethel Foundation
SunTrust Trusteed Foundations, Walter and Marjory Rich Memorial Fund
Vasser Woolley Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Kiki Wilson
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Quotes By Robert Shaw
These and other quotes are connected to Mr. Shaw’s insightful communications regarding chorale music.
These may be viewed at http://robertshaw.website

“The music is greater than we are.”
“As soon as we find each other, we invite the miracle to begin.”
“When we all sing with one voice, the world will stop and listen.”
“The only crescendo of importance is the crescendo of the human heart.”
“You’re forced to conclude that you can do something finer together than you can do by yourself.”
“The dynamics never sit…they are always in motion.”
“Allow each note to bloom.”
“Make the text serve the music.”
“In rehearsals – isolate and handle one thing at a time.”
“If we had a little more ‘listening’ and a little less ‘singing’, we’d have a little more Bach.”
“You must love each sound of each syllable.”
"When we all sing with one voice, the world will stop and listen."
“There must be ... a very close connection between that which we call integrity in art and simple basic good-will
towards men.”
“The arts may indeed be not the luxury of the few but the last best hope of humanity – to inhabit with joy this planet.”
“The wonderful thing about the amateur chorus is that nobody can buy its attendance at rehearsals, or the sweat,
eyestrain and fatigue that go along with the glow…”
“For me at least, the arts may provide the day by day confirmation of a Creator’s hand still at work in the lives and
affairs of men.”
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Quotes By Robert Shaw
“It could very well be said that the most attractive thing about choral singing is its difficulty.
“Singing in synch” is an extraordinarily complex and difficult accomplishment…It calls for listening and a self-criticism
which most people can’t face.”
“The chorus deals with words, with human language, and the orchestra does not. In this respect only, the chorus is
enormously more complex and more complicated than the orchestra.”
“The word ‘amateur’ comes to us through the Latin amo, amoris—the English equivalent of which is L-O-V-E – and
am-a-tor: one who loves.”
“If you believe that creativity is still going on, and there is purpose in all of human life, then the arts express that which
is beautiful and intelligent and noble about being human.”
“A chorus reaches deep into community life, crosses all sorts of social and economic lines, and makes a contribution
not only to a city's aesthetics, but also its humanity.”
“My hunch is this: that in a world growing denser in population, and poorer in sources of energy, we inevitably will have
stricter political and economic organization – more controls – in order to provide food, housing and occasional comforts.
In this sort of world the creative arts will loom as the finest flower of a maturing, creative mankind.
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Technical Specs

HONORARIUM $500
Plus all travel expenses if you would also like a representative from the film team to attend for any event
or Q&A session.

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS:
Apple Pro Res 422 (preferred).
The film will also be available in BluRay and DVD.

SOUND REQUIREMENTS
Must be able to reproduce stereo audio from the DVD source player and playback at appropriate loudness
levels and hi fidelity quality

PRIMARY CONTACT:
Amelia Nickerson
Email: amelia@robertshawthefilm.com

