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PERSONAL INVENTORY 

Who is Christ to you?  What authority does he have in your life?  Why does he 

have authority?   

CONSIDER 

The text we will be studying over the course of the next 11 weeks begins with 

“Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and he sat down, his disciples 

came to him.  And he opened his mouth and taught them saying…” (Matt 5:1). 

This verse marks the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount.  In this sermon, we 

discover the amazing realities of the kingdom of God.  We see what it looks like 

to live in the presence and power of the Spirit.  This Sermon details what life, 

abundant life, actually looks like.  

Christ begins this salient teaching with the Beatitudes… the focus of this 

particular study.  The first 11 verses of the Sermon on the Mount are a series of 

deep, poetic, rich, and paradoxical declarations.   

But before we can move forward to uncover the norms of the kingdom, we must 

look back to see how this moment has been established.  So much has led up to 

this moment in Matthew 5:1.  It’s important to take time and look at some of the 

background so as to better understand the context.   

These first five days of the study will be spent looking at this particular scene 

from five different angles (5:1-2).  We will spend one day on each of the following:  

The Christ, The Audience, The Mountain, The Story, and The Kingdom. 
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THE CHRIST 

Today, Day 1, we will be reading to establish The Christ.  Our reading will also 

serve the purpose of catching up on context.   We will be looking to see who 

Christ is and what the text has already revealed about him. 

We can see in verse 1 that Christ “sat down”—which was the traditional position 

for a teacher in a synagogue and signified a position of authority (Carson 16).  We 

know that as the Messiah, he came to Earth with complete authority, but it’s 

worth noting that he spent time intentionally establishing a rapport.  Matthew is 

intentional, in the same way, as he writes his narrative.   

We will start at the beginning of the book of Matthew and work towards chapter 

5.  In each text, we can see another aspect of who this Christ is.  Each passage 

reveals another facet of The Christ. 

1) Christ as Old Testament fulfillment 

Read Matthew 1:1.  List the three names/titles that begin the book of Matthew. 

To Matthew’s Jewish audience, each of these titles were significant in establishing 

who Christ is. 

The name Jesus means “Yahweh Saves.”  Christ means “anointed.”  The Son of 

David was meant to remind the people of God of the unending royal line that 

began with David and was being reestablished now (2 Sam. 7:11b-16).  Finally, the 

title Son of Abraham was meant to remind the people of God’s everlasting 

covenant with them…  Christ was the fulfillment of all of the Old Testament 

promises (Wilkins, ESV study notes). 

  

Continue in this process as you work through the first 4 chapters in the book of 

Matthew. 

For each of the passages on the following page, write a brief summation of how 
the passage illustrates Christ as described: 
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Matthew 1:2-25 

3) Christ as King of Kings 

Matthew 2:1-12 

4) Christ as Deliverer 

Matthew 2:13-23 (key-2:15) 

5) Christ as Son of God 

Matthew 3:1-17 

6) Christ as Sinless Savior 

Matthew 4:1-11 

7) Christ as Minister   

Matthew 4:12-25 

Looking over chapters 1-4, why do you think it is important that we look over 
these aspects of who Christ is before we begin studying his teaching? 
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PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Which aspect of who Christ is proves most meaningful to you as you begin to 

study his teaching?   Why?    

How does knowing who Christ is affect your desire to know what he says?   

PRAYER 
Prompt—John 6:67-68 

5



�1

W
ee

k 
1:

  T
he

 B
ea

tit
ud

es Day 2:  The Audience—Crowds and Disciples 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What would you think the difference is between “the crowds” and “the disciples”? 

Who do you think you most identify with?  Why?  
	  	  	  

CONSIDER 

We are on Day 2 of establishing the context.  Day 1 laid groundwork as we 

studied The Christ.  Today, we will examine The Audience.  

Begin today’s study by re-reading Matthew 5:1-2.  

Two groups are mentioned as the audience for the Sermon on the Mount… the 

crowds and the disciples.  Some commentators would suggest that the Sermon 

on the Mount was spoken to the crowds at large.  Others would argue that this 

particular sermon was given just to those who were his committed disciples.  It 

seems likely that, at the very least, both groups were present.      

  

The disciples are drawn in at the beginning of the Sermon, but we can see that 

the crowds are still there at the end (as the “crowds were astonished at his 

teaching.” 7:28).  That observation aside, most would agree that at some point, 

anyone who followed Jesus would have heard these principles taught—whether 

they were part of the crowds or an actual disciple.  

  

For the purpose of this study, we will look at the two groups separately in order 

to contrast them and their relationship to Jesus.  
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The Crowds 

Matthew 5:1 begins with Jesus “seeing the crowds.”  Throughout the book of 

Matthew, we see the consistent presence of “the crowds.”  The crowds are always 

there.  They are described as “neutral chorus,” by commentator Robert Guelich 

(59) and they provide a picture of the general and universal response to the 

person of Christ.      

Look through the following verses in Matthew and make a note as to the nature 

of the relationship between Jesus and “the crowds.” 

1).  4:25 

2).  7:28-8:3 

3).  9:35-36 

4).  15:29-31 

5).  21:1-11 

6).  27:15-23 

What general inference can you draw about the relational dynamic between 

Jesus and the crowds?  

7



�1

W
ee

k 
1:

  T
he

 B
ea

tit
ud

es The Disciples 

The second half of Matthew 5:1 says that Christ’s disciples “came to him.”   It is 

debated as to who specifically these people are, but it is clear that they are 

singled out and given intentional consideration.  The disciples are the ones that 

Christ directs his teaching towards.  The crowds may be present as well, but the 

disciples are the ones being taught. 

To see how Jesus interacts specifically with the disciples, look at another 

teaching discourse in the book of Matthew.  Read Matthew 13:1-3 and 10-16. 

How does Jesus address the crowds and how does he address the disciples?  

Not only does Jesus appear to interact differently with disciples, he also places 

high mandates before them.   

Read Matthew 16:24-26. 

What requirement does Christ give for being his disciple? 

Comparing the “crowds” to the “disciples,” what seems to distinguish a disciple 

from being one of the crowd?   
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Look at this explanation from Robert Guelich as to the difference between 

crowds and disciples.  

“For Matthew, the disciple is one who does the will of the Father (12:49-50); 

discipling means baptizing and teaching what Jesus commanded (28:19-20).  

Perhaps the clearest difference is seen in the response to Jesus’ ministry.  

Whereas the crowds together with the disciples are audience to Jesus’ teaching 

and healing, only the disciples are “given” to understand (Mark 6:52, 8:17, 21) what 

God was doing and to respond to Jesus’ ministry (13:10-17).  Yet this gift of 

understanding is not the cognitive advantage of an enlightened, esoteric group.  

Consequently, the disciples, in contrast to the crowds, call him Lord thereby 

expressing their allegiance to him” (53). 

We can clearly see that these two groups are distinct in their nature and serve to 

represent different levels of engagement.  One group is completely invested.  It 

has been costly.  There is an “all in” mentality.  One group is interested and 

possibly present… but their level of investment really does not go beyond that.    

What factors might deceive a person into believing that they are a disciple, when 

in fact they might really be part of the crowds? 

Guelich brings even greater clarity to the types as he later goes on to explain: 

“…the Sermon distinguishes the disciples from the crowds – the one element 

‘hears’ and responds by doing (7:21;12:49-50,46), while the other is 

‘astonished’ (7:28)  the Sermon becomes a dividing line… the actual audience, the 

ones who do ‘hear,’ has to do with how one relates to Jesus.  Accordingly, the 

Sermon is available to all today, but not all will ‘hear.’  The ultimate question 

today, as then, is not to whom does Jesus speak, but who ‘hears’ him.” (61)  

	  	  
Based on this commentary, what do you think the difference is between “hearing” 

and being “astonished”? 
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Describe what your life reflects.  Does it seem as though you follow Jesus as part 

of the crowd or as a disciple?  How do you “relate” to Christ?   

What possible obstacles might lie between you and growing deeper in your 

relationship with Jesus? 

	  	  
	  	  	  

PRAYER 
Prompt — Matthew 10:38-39.    
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Day 3:  The Mountain 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What Biblical images come to mind when you think of a mountain?   

CONSIDER 

Today we will look at the significance of The Mountain.  We are mid-week in our 

5-day study of the context.  On Day 1, we looked at The Christ and saw how his 

authority had been established.  Day 2, we examined The Audience and saw the 

difference between the crowds and the disciples.   

Before we can address the significance of The Mountain, we really need to 

address what could possibly be seen as an inconsistency in Scripture…  

If you are familiar with the Gospels, you may recognize that Luke has a parallel 

account of this sermon in his gospel.  A glaring difference can be found 

immediately in the introduction of Luke’s account of the sermon.  In Luke’s 

narrative, the setting is mentioned as a “plain” or a “level place.”   

Robert Guelich explains this difference of setting easily with two possibilities.  

One possibility is that they are actually two different sermons.  In Jesus’ 3-year 

ministry, it is very likely that he preached the same sermon more than one time 

and that he would have preached it in different locations (57).   Another possible 

explanation is to attempt to “harmonize” the two sermons… It could be that Jesus 

descended or ascended the mountain to a plateau—or a level place in the 

mountain (57).   

The different accounts can easily compliment one another and need not be an 

issue.  In the sense of trying to align the two Gospels, the discrepancy is fairly 

insignificant.  However, that fact that Matthew makes clear that the Sermon took 

place on a mountain is definitely worthy of attention.  

Matthew’s audience was Jewish (as opposed to Luke’s Gentile audience).  This 

Jewish audience would have appreciated the allusion and implications of Jesus 

teaching on a mountain.  It would have called to mind other points of historical 

significance that took place on mountainsides—principally Divine revelation. 
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The first, and possibly the most obvious, connection that the Jewish audience 

might have made is to Moses.  Commentators disagree as to how far to take the 

parallels, but the comparisons are noteworthy either way.   

Fill in the blanks of this chart to see the possible correlations… 

Look up the reference in the last column to fill in the blanks under “Jesus.” 

(Stott 20,21 , Doriani 3) 

These parallels would have connected the teaching of the Beatitudes with Moses 

and the giving of the Law.  That association would have been of great 

consequence as the Law was a paramount aspect of the Jewish culture, history, 

and relationship with God. 

 21

MOSES REFERENCE JESUS REFERENCE

Ascended the 
mountain Exodus 19:20 Matthew 5:1

Delivered the Law Exodus 19:25-20:1 Matthew 5:2

Announces that he 
brought them out 
of Egypt to make 

them a nation

Exodus 20:2 Matthew 4:17

“You shall not…” Exodus 20:3-17 Matthew 5:43-44

Gave 10 
Commandments 
then expanded 

upon them

Exodus 20-24 Matthew 5-7
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The Prophet Ministered to on a Mountain 

The significance of the mountain goes beyond the Divine revelation of the law, 

though.  The mountain setting might also evoke thoughts of Elijah from this 

Jewish audience.  They would remember the comfort, company, and 

encouragement Elijah found in the Divine revelation on the side of Mt. Horab 

(another name for Mt. Sinai) (Provan, ESV Study Bible).  

Read 1 Kings 19:9-13.  Describe the nature of this Divine revelation.   

The Mountain, the Law, the Prophets, and the Messiah 

As we look back over possible associations the audience would have had with the 

mountain and Moses and Elijah, it’s hard not to jump ahead and make a 

connection with a significant event that will come a few pages later in Matthew’s 

narrative. 

Look at Matthew 17:1-8.  Where did Jesus lead Peter, James, and John? 

Who appeared? 

What do you think the purpose of this revelation was? 

There is so much significance packed into this scene—this Transfiguration.  Each 

aspect, filled with history and meaning, all coming together to reveal, confirm, 

explain, and signify. 

According to Michael J. Wilkins in the ESV Study Bible notes, “The appearance of 

Moses and Elijah represents the Law and the Prophets, which witness to Jesus as 

the Messiah, the one who fulfills the Old Testament” (17:3).  In this exceedingly  
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the personification of the Law and the Prophets, but also with the authority of 

heaven. The “bright cloud” in verse 5 signifies “God’s presence and glory” and the 

physical transformation itself lends a “preview of (Christ’s) future 

exultation” (Wilkins 17:5, 17:2).  Here, another Divine revelation…the fulfillment of 

the Law, the proclamation of the Prophets, the promise of heaven, and the glory 

of God… all present, in this moment… up on a mountain. 

As we glimpse through these mountain references, we can clearly see that the 

mountain bears significance.  Christ ascending the mountain to teach would 

certainly have signaled—at the very least—the start of a notable and momentous 

occasion.  The reference to hearing God, seeing God, or experiencing God would 

have captivated many of their hearts. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Each of these events (Moses on a mountain, Elijah on a mountain, the 

transfiguration) was monumental.  To experience a Divine revelation, to hear 

about a Divine revelation, was astonishing and unfathomable to say the least.  

All of these accounts of Divine revelation are recorded in one, complete, 

authoritative Canon of Scripture.  We have complete access to Divine revelation 

at all times.  We can experience the goodness of God and the teachings of Christ 

whenever we decide to sit down with the Bible.  We can experience relationship 

with the one true God through the person of Jesus Christ. 

If you truly appreciate the gravity of Divine revelation, how does this 

understanding affect your approach to studying Scripture? 

How does it affect your prayer life?  

What does it mean to you that Jesus went up a mountain to teach this sermon? 
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Day 4:  The Story—The Larger Redemption Narrative 

Look at the following verses in order to answer the Personal Inventory question: 

Leviticus 18:1-5  To what does the Lord call the people of Israel?  

Matthew 5: 48 and 6:8a  To what does the Lord call New Testament believers?  

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

Describe your reaction to the two verses you just read: 

CONSIDER 

Today we are looking at the The Story—how the Beatitudes (Sermon on the 

Mount) fit into the larger story of Redemption.   

Before studying the Sermon on the Mount, it is essential to understand the 

history of the Israelites and what affect that history would have in their 

interpretation of the teaching.  

The Beatitudes (Sermon on the Mount) will set forth standards that go even 

further than the law of Moses.  The Covenant given to Moses at Sinai was already 

impossible to fulfill.  Christ addresses the Law and then moves far beyond it in 

this Sermon. 

There are two aspects of thought with regards to the impossibly high standards 

set in this Sermon in general and—for the purpose of our study—the Beatitudes in 

particular.   The Sermon calls out two primary themes in the greater narrative of 

redemption: His People and Our Need.   
 61
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His People 

Read Exodus 19:1-6.  Summarize what the Lord said to Moses: 

What was one purpose that the Lord had in bringing the people out of Egypt? 

Why do you think that the Lord would create such high standards for the people 

he had rescued?  

Read 1 Peter 2:9-12.  What does this New Testament verse add to your 

understanding regarding the standards set by God? 

Look at how John Stott explains the standards for God’s people in light of His 

historical purposes: 

“For the essential theme of the whole Bible from beginning to end is that God’s 

historical purposes to call out a people for himself; that this people is a ‘holy’ 

people, set apart from the world to belong to him and to obey him; and that its 

vocation is to be true to it’s identity, that is, to be ‘holy’ or ‘different’ in all its 

outlook and behaviour” (Stott 17). 

It is important to note that the standards are set for true followers—not for 

unbelievers.  Without saving mercy and the gift of the Holy Spirit, not only would 

it be senseless to live into these standards, but it would also be impossible.   

It is also important to note that these are not saving standards.  A person does 

not attain salvation through adherence to standards but only by the person and 

work of Christ Jesus.  
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standards: 

“Jesus spoke the Sermon to those who were already his disciples and thereby 

also the citizens of God’s kingdom and the children of God’s family.  The high 

standards he set are appropriate only to such.  We do not, indeed could not, 

achieve this privileged status by attaining Christ’s standards.  Rather by attaining 

his standards, or at least approximating to them, we give evidence of what by 

God’s free grace and gift we already are” (Stott 29). 

The standards are for his people, for their good, intended to set them apart, and 

to display his glory.  They are meant to display in God’s people a quality and a 

holiness that is a reflection of his purity and goodness. 

Our Need 

The second theme that must be highlighted as we study the Beatitudes is our 

need for Christ.  With a standard of “holy” and “perfect” before us, we recognize 

immediately how woefully short we fall.   

Read Ecclesiastes 7:20. 

Read Romans 3:23. 

What do these two verses say about all of mankind? 

Now go back up to Romans 3:21 and read through vs. 26—reading 3:23 in its 

context.   

How is man justified?   

If man can’t follow the law perfectly and must rely entirely on faith in Christ, what 

purpose or place does the Law hold?  The Law reveals how woefully short man 

falls when he tries to be good enough for God.  It exposes our sin and makes us 

aware of our need for Jesus.  The issue of the Law still stands, however, as these 

perfect standards must be met.     
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Read Matthew 5:17-18.  How is Jesus the answer to the issue of the Law? 

As we align these passages, we can understand that though the standard was set 

by God, for his people, salvation for his people was always intended to come 

from Christ alone.  The impossibility of actually living up to these standards is 

meant to drive us directly to Christ and to keep us ever aware of our desperate 

need for him. 

Read how Stott responds to the hopelessness of perfect living: 

“There can be no doubt that the Sermon on the Mount has on many people the 

first effect just noted.  As they read it, it drives them to despair.  They see in it an 

unattainable ideal.  How can they develop the heart-righteousness, turn the other 

cheek, love their enemies? It is impossible.  Exactly!  In this sense, the Sermon is 

Mosissimus Moses” (Luther’s expression); ‘it is Moses Quadrupled, Moses 

multiplied to the highest degree’, because it is a law of inward righteousness 

which no child of Adam can possibly obey.  It can therefore only condemn us and 

make the forgiveness of Christ indispensible.  May we not say that this was a part 

of the Sermon’s purpose?   …Luther is even more clear about the second purpose 

of the Sermon: ‘Christ is saying nothing in this Sermon about how we become 

Christians, but only about the works and fruit that no one can do unless he 

already is a Christian and in a state of grace’” (Stott 36, 37).  

So it seems as though a state of despair must be a blessing.  When we see the 

unattainable standards set before us, we realize our utter dependence on Jesus 

Christ and we look entirely to him to fulfill the law in our place.  With immense 

gratitude we rest entirely on grace—as our only hope. 

Read Titus 2:11-14 and explain how this passage ties together the two themes of 

God’s People and Our need.    

 91



�1

W
ee

k 
1:

  T
he

 B
ea

tit
ud

es In your own words, explain the relationship between God’s standards and God’s 

people. 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

How do you see the themes discussed today (God’s People and Our Need) in 

your own personal narrative?  How does your life display an appreciation for both 

themes?  

How does an awareness of God’s standard of perfection affect your relationship 

with Christ? 

PRAYER 
Prompt — 1 Peter 2:9-12 
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Day 5:  The Kingdom of Heaven 

PERSONAL INVENTORY 

What do you understand the kingdom of heaven to be? 

How do you think a person is able to experience the kingdom of heaven? 

CONSIDER 

Today we will take a first glance at The Kingdom of heaven.  Before we start, let’s 

look back over the week to review the previous four angles from which we have 

analyzed the context.  Make a note of something that stood out to you from each 

day. 

Day 1 — The Christ 

Day 2 — The Audience 

Day 3 — The Mountain 

Day 4 — The Story 

2 1
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As we begin our look at The Kingdom, let’s read where Christ first makes a 

declaration regarding it. 

Look at Matthew 4:17.  What does Christ say? 

What an amazing and exciting announcement.  Imagine the Jewish people of that 

time… waiting for approximately 2000 years for the Messiah… for Emmanuel—

God with us… and here, Christ announces that he is that Savior and that now it 

the time. 

Look at how Stott describes the event: 

“Immediately after his baptism and temptation he had begun to announce the 

good news that the kingdom of God, long promised in the Old Testament era, 

was now on the threshold.  He himself had come to inaugurate it.  With him the 

new age had dawned, and the rule of God had broken into history” (Stott 18). 

The rule of God had broken into history!  What remarkable hope that thought 

offers.  But what does it mean?  What did it mean that the “kingdom of heaven is 

at hand”?  What is the “kingdom of heaven”? 

It is important to understand the phrases and terms.  First, we should note that 

Matthew uses “kingdom of heaven” and “kingdom of God” interchangeably 

(Guelich 77).  The concept of the kingdom is defined as the sovereign activity of 

God and the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  R.T. Kendall defines the 

kingdom of God as “the rule of the un-grieved Spirit in the believer” or as the 

“realm of the unhindered Spirit” (20).  He goes on to later describe it as, 

“invisible, inhabitable, internal, and inherited (Christ had to die)” (Kendall 21).  

Because it is spiritual and invisible, the “kingdom of heaven” can seem quite 

nebulous and incomprehensible, but Scripture speaks a great deal on it.  As 

spiritual beings, we actually can grow deeper in our grasp of the kingdom and 

live more into the reality of it.  With eternal souls, we are given eyes to see the 

kingdom now and we are given the hope to long for the kingdom to come.   
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The kingdom of heaven is considered the primary theme of the Beatitudes, as 

well as the entire Sermon on the Mount.  Commentator D.A. Carson says the 

following, “the first and last beatitude promise the same thing—means everything 

in between can be ‘Included under one theme… the Kingdom of Heaven’”(17).  

He broadens this conclusion as he later goes on to say, “It is the kingdom of 

heaven, then, that is the great theme of the Sermon on the Mount” (Carson 15).  

We can see the concept is of upmost importance just in its repeated usage.  

According to R.T. Kendall, the phrase “kingdom of heaven” is used 6 times in the 

Sermon on the Mount (Kendall 20) and according to Robert Guelich it shows up a 

total of 32 times in the book of Matthew (77).  We can see its importance in the 

number of times it is mentioned and we can be encouraged that we are meant to 

grow in our understanding of it. 

The question then becomes, how can we see/understand what the “kingdom of 

God” is?  To find the answer to this question, read John 3:3-16. 

According to Jesus, how can a person see the kingdom of God?  

What does a person need to be “born of” and why? 

The Spirit of God is the key.  Kendall explains that, “he spoke of the kingdom in a 

manner that only made sense by the Holy Spirit” (21)-(Matthew 4:17, Luke 17:21). 

He goes on to say, “there was simply no way the kingdom of heaven could make 

sense to the disciples until the Holy Spirit came down” (Kendall 21).  The Holy 

Spirit comes through new birth or being “born again.”  The process of being 

“born again” or coming to a place where you put your faith and confidence in the 

finished work of Jesus Christ makes your dead soul come alive.  Being “born 

again” isn’t about making a person better.  It is about making the dead come alive

—spiritually.  When a person Is “born again,” they are not only now alive, but able 

to live life abundantly both now and forever.  They now have citizenship to 

another kingdom—an imperishable kingdom, a spiritual kingdom—the kingdom of 

heaven… 
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….With that citizenship comes new hearts and new eyes—able to see and 

understand things of a spiritual nature.  It only can happen miraculously.  It is a 

work of the Holy Spirit and it is the only way that we can possibly have kingdom 

eyes.  Listen to how Stott explains this reality: he says that the standards are 

attainable only “by those who have experienced the new birth which Jesus told 

Nicodemus was the indispensable condition of seeing and entering God’s 

kingdom” (29). 

With that in mind, we must stop and pray.    

If you have not yet been “born again” or if you are unsure, placing your complete 

faith in Christ as the only way for salvation is the only requirement.  Romans 10:10 

says, “For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one 

confesses and is saved.”  If you would like to talk about this further, please speak 

with someone you know who is a follower of Jesus.  

If you are already a believer, ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind and 

to give you insight into understanding the kingdom of God.  Write a prayer here: 

Though invisible, Jesus does give us clues as to what we can expect or how the 

kingdom works.  Look at the following passages and draw a conclusion from 

each as to the ways of the kingdom: 

Keep in mind the necessity of the Spirit for understanding in each of these 

parables. 

1) Matthew 13:44-47 

2) Matthew 18:23-35 
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3) Matthew 20:1-16 

4) Matthew 22:1-14 

5) Find another parable—from any of the 4 Gospels—that illustrates the kingdom 

of heaven.  Describe it here: 

Why do you think one must have the Spirit to see or understand the kingdom? 

Here are three general conclusions observed by Kendall, “The kingdom of heaven 

presupposes (1) the sovereignty of God—that you have been chosen; (2) the 

salvation of God—that you have been saved; and (3) the Spirit of God—who has 

performed an operation on you.  Likewise, Jesus shows that the way the kingdom 

of heaven is ‘ours’ is via the route of our being broken” (25). 

As you’ve drawn your own conclusions and as you’ve looked over some of 

Kendall’s, list two conclusions on The Kingdom that especially stand out to you.  

The Kingdom will be discussed a good deal more as we progress through the 

study.  Today’s overview should serve as a starting point as we look more intently 

at the nature of the kingdom of heaven throughout the next 11 weeks. 
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In what way do you more deeply understand the kingdom of heaven after 

spending time looking into it a bit today? 

What aspects of the kingdom do you long to see? 

What aspects of the kingdom make you nervous? 

PRAYER 
Prompt — Luke 17:20-21 
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PREPARE TO DISCUSS 

1) “The Christ”—Which aspect of Christ is most meaningful for you in this season 

of your life?   Why? 

2) “The Audience”—What does it look like for you to grow in the area of hearing 

and doing? 

3) “The Mountain”—Knowing that Scripture is the Divine revelation of God, what 

role does Divine revelation play in your life? 

4) “The Story”—What is your personal narrative in the story of redemption?  

Include what it means to you to know your need and to be included in a 

people set apart. 

5) “The Kingdom”—Share the parable that you selected on Day 5.  

Possible Activity—create your own parable.  “The kingdom of heaven is like….” 
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