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* Do not confuse the work of World Development & Relief with that of the Methodist
Missionary Society (Ireland). These two departments of the Methodist Church in Ireland deal in
different aspects of Christian mission. Do not mix the two. Also, someone relating stories of
their own ‘overseas experience’ does not represent the work of the Methodist Church in
Ireland’s World Development & Relief.

Theme: If we contribute what we can and work together, we can transform
materially poor communities in God’s name
God has often called individuals to be his voice or hands throughout history. However, God is
also a god who continually calls people together to do his work in the world; working alongside
each other to achieve in his name. World Development & Relief facilitates Irish Methodists
working alongside others in the world to transform lives limited by material poverty and
injustice; two things that are abhorrent to God.

Aims
• To explain the work being done through World Development & Relief
• To inspire people to take action by giving, praying and learning
• To understand the faith imperative to engage with long-term development

Materials
•
•
•
•
•

Sermon outline and children’s talk
Reading (at end of this document) and prayers
Partner stories
Service Powerpoint slides
Service videos

Annual Reports and 1% Appeal offering envelopes
These are distributed via Autumn Synods and should be given out on the day of your service,
NOT the week before. Hopefully members will be more generous when they understand the
work.

Teenagers and young adults
Teenagers and young adults should remain to be challenged, learn about their church’s response
to poverty and injustice and be given the opportunity to be involved. The content is completely
suitable.
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  2016/17	
  
Service	
  material	
  and	
  suggested	
  order	
  
* Select elements most useful to you and integrate your own worship pieces.

Pre-service (Slide presentation - Looped partner Powerpoint)
• Distribute Annual Reports and offering envelopes as people arrive. They should be
placed in people’s hands and not left on a table as an option. (* make it clear that the
envelopes should be taken away and are not for that day’s offering).
• Have the looped partner Powerpoint playing (perhaps with Ghanaian music)

Welcome (Slide 1 - general)
“Today we reflect upon the work of Irish Methodist World Development & Relief. World
Development & Relief is not a fund. Neither is it a committee. World Development & Relief is
Irish Methodists and their friends responding to an unfair world. World Development & Relief
enables us to connect with other people around the world, to work together in order to
transform the lives of those living in material poverty or suffering injustice and to do it all as a
witness of God’s great love for all people.”

Introduction
In our western donor culture we can become overly fixated with ‘projects’. But at the heart of
Irish Methodist World Development & Relief is ‘people’.
Play ‘People not Projects’ video (1:30 min)
At the end of the video and on the front of the Report, you will see a woman. What do you see
when you look at her? A materially poor person? When we see her as just a representative of a
group; the poor, we give her no identity and we feel no connection.
But let me introduce you to her. This is Mrs Adwoa Sam. And yes, she is indeed materially
poor. But her circumstances alone do not define her. Just as our own bank balance does not
define us. Mrs Adwoa Sam is 42 years old with a family. She lives on the south coast of Ghana
and is a farmer. She is a mother, a daughter, a provider and fulfills many other roles as well.
She is benefitting from some of the work that you make happen in Ghana. She says “We are
farmers. We do everything by hand and it is hard. But what makes me happy is when I see my
crops grow. I am hoping that I can make more money so I can take care of myself and my
family.”
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Irish Methodist World Development & Relief’s mantra is ‘People not Projects’. When we start
to see people as God sees them and, when we make a connection by starting to see the
similarities, then we may find that we become more compassionate and generous.
This year, because of your giving and prayers, the Methodist Church in Ireland is impacting
over 150,000 people’s lives. Thank you.
Today, we are meeting some of those people. Hearing their stories. Understanding their lives.
Committing to working with them to change the here and now.

Congregational responsive reading (Slide 2-3 – liturgy)
Leader:

Lord, you know each one of us as an individual

Members: You value me
Leader:

Lord, you offer a real hope

Members: You offer me and all people a better life in the here and now
Leader:

Lord, together we can build a world in your image

Members: We believe in the equality of all,
Rich and poor.
We believe in liberty.
We believe in humanity
And that through it and in your power we can create unity.
We believe in the love within us that comes from you.
We believe in your desire for us all to be happy and fulfilled.
Leader:

Lord, your hope is real.
May we give that hope to others.

Children’s talk (7 min maximum)
Learning: when we all play our part, God can do great things through us.
(Slide 4 – initially just the WDR logo)
When you click, each image will come up on this slide when required
Look around at this church. It’s big, isn’t it? Imagine if you had to clean this church all by
yourself. How long would it take? Ages. You might never get it done.
How could you get it done faster? Ask people to help. Get a whole group of people.
Different people could bring different things to help. Someone could bring a vacuum cleaner,
another a brush, others clothes . . .
Not only would the church be cleaned faster but it would probably be done better with all those
different people working together.
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I want to tell you a story about people working together to make something happen.
It’s a true story and its something that is happening now.
In some parts of Africa there is a big problem.
Many children are not able to go to school. The main reason is because they are very poor.
Across all the countries in Africa, there are 52 million children not going to school.
(Slide 4 a - Dorian)
Now this is Dorian. He lives in South Africa.
Dorian really cares about these children and he has a great thing.
He has a whole lot of lessons that can teach children how to read and write in just 6 months.
(Slide 4 b – children)
Here are some of the children who have not been able to go to school.
But he can’t teach 52 million children to read and write. It’s too many for one person.
So what does he do? He has other people to help him.
(Slide 4 c – volunteer teacher)
He trains local teenagers and adults who have been to school.
He trains them how to teach these special lessons.
And they go out and teach the children who are not in school. Sometimes they meet under a
tree or in someone’s house.
Dorian has 500 volunteer teachers now.
But there is one really big problem Dorian would still have. What do you think it is?
It costs a lot of money to print the books. They need pencils and chalk.
Their big problem is they don’t have the money to pay for all this.
But there are other people who help with this bit.
(Slide 4 d – Irish Methodists)
And those people are Methodist people in our churches in Ireland.
They give money to World Development & Relief who pass it on to Dorian’s group.
The group is called Open Schools Worldwide.
Dorian has the idea
Local volunteers teach
Children organize themselves to come and learn
Irish Methodists give money to help pay for it
None of these people or groups could do this on their own.
God needs them all to play a part.
At the moment 3,500 children are learning to read and write in this way.
Let us remember, that even when there is a really big problem, if people come together, God
can use them to do great things.
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Pray with children
Pray with the children that by working together with other people, we can help people in God’s
name.

Offering (Slide presentation - Looped partner Powerpoint OR general slide 1)
Play the looped partner PPT (and your Ghanaian music) during offering.
Make it clear that this is not the 1% Appeal offering.
DO NOT have given out the envelopes or Reports the previous week.
(Slide 5 - Reading)

Reading - Nehemiah chapters 2, 3 and 6
This is a long reading. Use the abridged version at the end of this document.
(Slide 6- general)

Sermon notes
Section 1: Introduction
Jerusalem was not how God had intended it to be. It was his city, special. But it lay in ruins.
Our reading told of Nehemiah’s monumental task in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem that had
fallen into disrepair. Despite opposition, the rebuilding was achieved because diverse people,
families and groups got involved.
I’d like to use this as an analogy for the world today. God’s world, his special creation, is not as
he intended it to be. With over two billion people live in poverty, environmental destruction
and very much an ‘I’m alright Jack attitude’, we could say that the world has similarities to the
ruined walls of Jerusalem.
Our reading was an abridged version of chapters 3 to 6. It would have been too long to read but
it contained many, many more names of those who contributed. The phrase ‘next to him’ is
repeated over and over again in the passage. As one person or group toiled upon their part of
the wall, ‘next to him’, others toiled upon their part. Each contributing what they could but all
with the same purpose.
It could be said that God’s call upon man is a call to community. A coming together for the
common good with God at the centre.
World Development & Relief is a way in which the Methodist Church in Ireland has decided to
come together with those in other parts of the world where there is great hardship. Coming
together with staff and volunteers of partner organisations, with the beneficiaries themselves,
often with local authorities and many more. And together changing communities in God’s
name.
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One important role of the World Development & Relief Committee is to connect all these
players.
Section 2: Stories of change
World Development & Relief believe that for long-term change, there needs to be long-term
commitment. Short-term projects rarely fix long-term problems. Apart from being good
practice in the field of ‘development’, it probably also just sounds like common sense to us. It’s
also a sound Biblical principle – working together, in community. And so World Development
& Relief invest long-term with partners. But partners means real people, not organisations.
Here are just two examples of your involvement and that of others and the impact it is having
that many would have thought impossible. Both happen to be from partners in Ghana but each
illustrates quite different activities.
(Slide 7- Wenchi Methodist Hospital)
Story 1
One of your partners is not actually involved in development work at all. It is Wenchi
Methodist Hospital that provides healthcare. The hospital is very known to many within Irish
Methodism. Let us hear what is going on.
Play Wenchi Methodist Hospital, Ghana’ video (3:30 minutes)
The most recent result of your giving through World Development & Relief is a new
orthopedic operating theatre. Before this, those with bone injuries had to make a four hour road
trip to the next hospital, often dying n the way.
Why not get two congregational members to read the quotes. Perhaps those with similar roles if
possible.
Dr Siribu Ballu (orthopedic surgeon)
“Orthopedics is my passion. The best part of the job is seeing the outcomes. When someone
comes in who can’t walk and then two weeks later they are able to, the results are there to see.
In Ghana, orthopaedics is a new discipline so people would have gone for treatment and lay in
a bed for up to a year because they did not know there was an alternative. The biggest
challenge is the workload. Emergencies are so many. We can plan operations but then within 5
minutes everything has changed if there has been a car accident. I want to say thank you so
much to Irish Methodists. We appreciate where you have taken us so far. The story is not yet
complete. We need to keep improving the services.”
And a final word from Bernard Botwe:
“The Irish Church has stood firmly behind us, we are so glad and have enjoyed working with
our Irish partners.”
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(Other potentially useful quotes from Wenchi can be found at the end of this document)
Story 2
(Slide 8- Methodist Development and Relief Services)
Our first story is from the south coast of Ghana amongst impoverished farming communities.
Play Methodist Development and Relief Services video (3:30 minutes)
God intended life to be good for us all. That is still his desire. If you turn to page 3, you’ll see
that our World development & Relief vision is that “Every person’s God-given potential is
fulfilled”.
Mr Addison, the local project coordinator, puts it this way “What I am is God’s gift to me.
What I become is my gift to God”.
A	
  farmer	
  and	
  father	
  says	
  
“I	
  am	
  here	
  working	
  so	
  I	
  can	
  provide	
  for	
  my	
  children	
  and	
  give	
  them	
  a	
  chance	
  to	
  get	
  educated.	
  
I	
  want	
  my	
  children	
  and	
  their	
  children	
  to	
  take	
  care	
  of	
  themselves.”	
  
So as we play our part by giving money and praying, we look to our side and realise that ‘next
to us’ are others toiling for the same purpose. Joseph Donkoh of the Methodist Church Ghana,
plans and manages. Mr Addison, coordinates the local people. Farmers plant, weed, build and
harvest. The World Development & Relief Committee and staff connect us all. We all play our
part but without the others, none of us can do much.
Section 3: What we can do
(Slide 9 – crowd in Ghana)
What is the part that we have to play? How can we, as Christians rebuild God’s imperfect
world?
“Not everyone can do everything but everyone can do something. It’s a matter of finding what
that something is and taking it a step further with God” – Dietrich Bonhoeffer
So what can we do?
A. We live very privileged lives. We could LEARN more about how the world is for nearly
half the world’s population; a world of poverty and injustice. By understanding their plight
better, it may help us take action in a more effective way.
* World Development & Relief’s Annual Report and website (address in Report) contain
information that can help.
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B. From a better understanding and increased empathy, we could PRAY in a more informed
manner. We could also start praying for people rather than issues.
* World Development & Relief has prayers in the Methodist prayer manual, Prayer Focus. A
general prayer and also prayers for each partner.
C. To understand the problem and to pray are forms of taking action but, at the end of the day,
all this work happens only because of your GIVING.
(Section C should be given time and explained clearly. At the end of the day, giving is
absolutely vital.)
* The Methodist Church in Ireland asks all its members to give 1% of income (post-tax) to
World Development & Relief. If we all did that, we could have millions of pounds/Euros to
work with.
The best way to give is by Standing Order:
• It enables you to give more by spreading your giving
• It enables World Development & Relief Committee to budget
Also in the UK and Ireland we can all reclaim tax on our charitable giving by simply filling in a
form. Forms can be found in the Annual Report.
Section 4: Conclusion
We are often told nice neat stories of how a project seems to solve a problem. The story we
heard with the children about Dorian and Open Schools Worldwide may have seemed like that
to you. As if everything has been sorted.
But the reality is that there is always more need in any of these situations.
Recently Dorian sent us a story of one of their pieces of work in Zambia.
“Some months back we trained 28 volunteers from a local church to work in a very deprived
area near Livingstone in Zambia. The volunteers were expecting to teach around 300 children
but well over 1000 turned up. Also many of their parents asked to join the classes. Our
volunteers are now running classes in the morning for the children and in the afternoons for
their parents. The need is huge, our challenge is to find funding for the workbooks and to
identify and train additional volunteers.”
The need is huge.
We can do much more together through World Development & Relief.
We can rebuild people’s world as God intended.
(Slide 10 – general with contact details)

Prayer for the work (taking the place of usual ‘intercessory prayers’)
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Prayers for individual partners may be found throughout Prayer Focus.
PERHAPS have few people praying the prayers for a few of the partners (Choose from: Report
pages 10, 16, 21, 23, 24, 26, 30, 33, 41, 46, 58 and 64)
The Annual Report can also be a source for creating a prayer.
Lord, forgive us for our acceptance of the gap between the privileged and the marginalised.
Make us a sacrificial Methodist people in our prayers, deeds and financial giving.
Bless the work of World Development & Relief; our committee, our partners, the beneficiaries
and all those who play a part in bringing long-term change.
Give us all a vision for your love.
A love that does not just offer hope but also practical help.
That we may we play our part, may you make us a generous people.
And so we pray for the staff and volunteers of our partner organisations:
Dabane Water Workshops in Zimbabwe,
Paz y Esperanza in Peru,
Father Andeweg Institute for the Deaf in Lebanon,
East Jerusalem YMCA in Israel/Occupied Palestine,
International Justice Mission,
Kopila in Nepal,
Methodist Relief and Development Services in Ghana,
Wenchi Methodist Hospital in Ghana,
Open Schools Worldwide in Africa,
Phakamisa in South Africa
And all our co-funded partners.
In your Son’s name,
Amen (World Development & Relief – general prayer on Page 10 of Prayer Focus)

*****
Additional Quotes from Wenchi Hospital
Vida Maobil (a mother)
“My son had a high temperature so I brought him here to Wenchi Methodist Hospital to receive
care. The hospital ran tests and told me the good news that he hasn’t got malaria.
I am so glad for the Methodist Hospital. The workers are very good; they are friendly and they
come to help us with whatever we need. This hospital is a very important part of the
community.”
Grace Osabuey (a patient and a seamstress)
“Wenchi Methodist Hospital means something great to me. This place and these people do so
much for me. They give me my medicine and they treat me so well. They become my friends.”
You get a sense that the church’s Godly loving of people is recognized by those who use the
hospital.
Sampson Dekyi (Nurse manager)
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“I have grown up in the Methodist Church Ghana. Being a Methodist in Wenchi is very special.
If you mention the Methodist Church, everybody knows that we stand for rights, truth and
principles. I am proud to be a Methodist. Every 2 years we go out to the people and listen to
their needs and then come back here and plan how we can meet them. There are many
suggestions. 2 years ago they told us they needed a dentist in the town and we listened and now
have one here.”
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World Development & Relief Service - Reading
Nehemiah Inspects Jerusalem’s Walls (Chapter 2)
11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a
few others. I had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There
were no mounts with me except the one I was riding on.
13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal[a] Well and the Dung Gate,
examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had been
destroyed by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there
was not enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up the valley by night,
examining the wall. Finally, I turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The
officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing
to the Jews or the priests or nobles or officials or any others who would be doing the work.
17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates
have been burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer
be in disgrace.” 18 I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the
king had said to me.
They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.
19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official and Geshem the Arab heard
about it, they mocked and ridiculed us. “What is this you are doing?” they asked. “Are you
rebelling against the king?”
20 I answered them by saying, “The God of heaven will give us success. We his servants will
start rebuilding, but as for you, you have no share in Jerusalem or any claim or historic right to
it.”
Builders of the Wall (Chapter 3)
1 Eliashib the high priest and his fellow priests went to work and rebuilt the Sheep Gate. They
dedicated it and set its doors in place, building as far as the Tower of the Hundred. 2 The men
of Jericho built the adjoining section, and Zakkur son of Imri built next to them.
3 The Fish Gate was rebuilt by the sons of Hassenaah. 4 Meremoth son of Uriah, the son of
Hakkoz, repaired the next section. Next to him Meshullam son of Berekiah, the son of
Meshezabel, made repairs, and next to him Zadok son of Baana also made repairs. 5 The next
section was repaired by the men of Tekoa,
6 The Jeshanah[b] Gate was repaired by Joiada son of Paseah and Meshullam son of Besodeiah.
7 Next to them, repairs were made by men from Gibeon and Mizpah. 8 Uzziel son of Harhaiah,
one of the goldsmiths, repaired the next section; and Hananiah, one of the perfume-makers,
made repairs next to that. 9 Rephaiah son of Hur, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired
the next section. 10 Adjoining this, Jedaiah son of Harumaph made repairs opposite his house,
and Hattush son of Hashabneiah made repairs next to him. 11 Malkijah son of Harim and
Hasshub son of Pahath-Moab repaired another section and the Tower of the Ovens. 12 Shallum
son of Hallohesh, ruler of a half-district of Jerusalem, repaired the next section with the help of
	
  

12	
  

his daughters.
13 The Valley Gate was repaired by Hanun and the residents of Zanoah.
14 The Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah son of Rekab, ruler of the district of Beth
Hakkerem.
15 The Fountain Gate was repaired by Shallun son of Kol-Hozeh. He rebuilt it, roofing it over
and putting its doors and bolts and bars in place. He also repaired the wall of the Pool of
Siloam,[d] by the King’s Garden. 16 Beyond him, Nehemiah son of Azbuk, made repairs up to
a point opposite the tombs[e] of David.
17 Next to him, the repairs were made by the Levites. Beside him, Hashabiah carried out
repairs for his district. 18 Next to him, the repairs were made by their fellow Levites under
Binnui[f], ruler of the other half-district of Keilah. 19 Next to him, Ezer son of Jeshua, ruler of
Mizpah, repaired another section. 20 Next to him, Baruch son of Zabbai zealously repaired
another section. 21 Next to him, Meremoth son of Uriah, repaired another section.
22 The repairs next to him were made by the priests from the surrounding region. 23 Benjamin
and Hasshub made repairs in front of their house; and next to them, Azariah made repairs
beside his house. 24 Next to him, Binnui son of Henadad repaired another section, 25 and Palal
son of Uzai worked opposite the angle and the tower projecting. Next to him, Pedaiah 26 and
the temple servants living on the hill of Ophel made repairs up to a point opposite the Water
Gate toward the east and the projecting tower. 27 Next to them, the men of Tekoa repaired
another section, from the great projecting tower to the wall of Ophel.
28 Above the Horse Gate, the priests made repairs, each in front of his own house. 29 Next to
them, Zadok made repairs opposite his house. Next to him, Shemaiah the guard at the East
Gate, made repairs. 30 Next to him, Hananiah son of Shelemiah, and Hanun, the sixth son of
Zalaph, repaired another section. Next to them, Meshullam son of Berekiah made repairs
opposite his living quarters. 31 Next to him, Malkijah, one of the goldsmiths, made repairs as
far as the house of the temple servants and the merchants, opposite the Inspection Gate, and as
far as the room above the corner; 32 and between the room above the corner and the Sheep
Gate the goldsmiths and merchants made repairs.
The Completion of the Wall (Chapter 6)
16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their
self-confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God.
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Print image of Dorian Slinger for Children’s talk (if PPT slide not being used)
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