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In Pietermaritzburg in 1997, a 21-year old young man went unwillingly to a mission’s conference and a 16-year old girl 
read a book!  Little did they know that God was changing their lives forever!  
 
Greg sat in the pew at the missions rally, hearing God’s Word, and realised that he had been playing games with God.  
He had to give God all or nothing and so the following year he began serving in the local youth and children’s ministry, 
and began studies at the Bible college attached to our home church.  A 12th-grader was also there to begin children’s 
ministry, who had read “God’s Smuggler” by Brother Andrew, and had offered her life to serve God in missions, if it was 
to be His will.      
 
During those years of sitting at the feet of great Bible teachers, learning to work in the church and seek His will 
above all, and studying round the clock, we realised our callings to full-time missionary work were the same.  In our final 
year of study we married!  It was one of the most blessed, joyous, truly happy days of our lives!  Praise God! 
 
Two years later we applied and were accepted with SIM, Serving in Mission, and began the process of raising 
support.  The pattern of praying and seeing God’s provision for everything from vaccinations and visas and vehicle 
finance, to air tickets and monthly support, was obvious as God kept granting exactly what we needed when we needed 
it.  It was also at this time that our nephew, a week before his 8th birthday, was killed in a horrific farm accident which 
spurred us on in our efforts.  Our close friends and family have been faithful supporters ever since. 
 
On the 5th September 2007 we touched down for the first time in Asuncion, Paraguay, and our first impression was 
of walking into a sauna with our jeans on!  The very next morning we were on a sweaty 10-hour bus ride to Ita Angu’a, a 
very rural area outside of Yuty, to live with a Guaraní family for 2 months without the ability to speak either Spanish or 
Guaraní!  Caleb was a lively 21-month old and impressed them with his Zulu toddler dance and ability to eat 8 bananas in 
1 sitting!   
 
From 2008 to mid-2009 we lived in Hugua’i to study Guaraní during which time Benaiah was born and then we were 
asked to serve the church in Yuty with Dan and Christie Reich.  It became very clear to us that in such a bilingual society, 
where the languages are blended in the same sentence, we needed Spanish to be able to do any really effective work in 
Paraguay.  We returned to South Africa in 2010 to raise support to study Spanish at Rio Grande Bible Institute (RGBI) on 
the border between Mexico and the United States.  Once again we were amazed at God’s perfect provision both in SA 
and at RGBI, and by December 2011 we were back in Paraguay feeling much more able to understand and 
communicate and contribute to the work of our team.   
 
We decided to continue to build on the relationships we already had in and around Yuty, and by God’s grace we 
found a house to rent just 2 months before Galilea was born!  We love living here and are determined to do everything 
we can to continue creating exposure to the Word of God in a country that still has only about 5% evangelical 
Christianity.  Evangelicals here are viewed as following a cult, bringing “another religion”, and young people are told that 
leaving the Catholic church is a mortal sin!  Of all the many, many things we have learned and through all the ways God 
has stretched and grown us, one of the most significant changes has been that of personal identity.  To illustrate, by the 
time Ben was 3 years old, he had spent roughly one third of his life on 3 different continents!  We teach our children that 
they have a very real, permanent home, which will never perish, spoil or fade, a place kept for them in heaven, of which 
we are citizens by faith in Jesus Christ!  Praise God! 
 
After gleaning so much from working in Yuty, we returned to South Africa for our second home assignment in 2014, 
and spent 11 months reporting back to supporting churches.  By His grace, with sufficient support to return to Paraguay 
for a third term, we are currently beginning a new work in an area where SIM missionaries have not been before.  We are 
serving the community in teaching English, nutrition and perhaps mechanics or agricultural economics in the future.  We 
are praying for opportunities to share the Gospel as we get to know people and, as God allows, begin Bible studies and 
broader ministries such as kids’ clubs, a youth group, ladies’ and mens’ outreaches, and Bible distributions. 
 
And so, from being a river-guide and a school girl, in God’s hands we are becoming ambassadors for Christ!  It 
is an exciting life that would never have been possible without the constant prayers and selfless giving of many churches 
and individuals, truly a team-effort of living by prayer and faith in a God who has never let us down!  An effort of which 
you can be a part of too! 

From the Pew to the People of Paraguay       
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