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November Family Prayer Challenge – South Sudan 

During the month of November we are encouraging the members and friends of Immanuel 

Lutheran Church, North Adelaide to pray specifically for the people of South Sudan. We 

want to encourage everyone to learn more about the current situation and needs in South 

Sudan, to pray for its people, and to explore ways to concretely help the situation there. We 

also want to encourage you to do this as families, or with a friend or group of friends, either 

within or outside of our congregation. 

Each week we have identified a distinct focus built around the principles of learning, praying 

and doing. It is important that we inform ourselves if we to better pray for others. And when 

we pray for others, we need to ask whether there are ways in which God might use us to 

help with the needs for which we are praying. Hence each week’s prayer challenge has 

three aspects: (1) learn, (2) pray and (3) act. 

 

Flag of South Sudan 

 

Week One: Understanding the Needs of South Sudan  

(Week beginning Sunday, 31 October) 

Learn: Work together to find out some basic information about South Sudan. Where is it 

located? How large is South Sudan? How many people live there? How many South 

Sudanese have fled their homeland in recent years? When did South Sudan gain its 

independence? 

Pray: Pray for political stability and peace in South Sudan. Pray for an end to corruption and 

petty in-fighting among politicians. Pray for peace and cooperation between the different 

cultural and language groups. Pray for help in the light of recent droughts and floods. 
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Act: Tell a friend or another family about what you have learned about South Sudan. Ask 

them to join you in praying for the people of South Sudan. Consider making a donation to 

Australian Lutheran World Service (www.alws.org.au) which has some specific programs 

focusing on South Sudan in light of the recent flooding.  South Sudan will also be the focus 

of this year’s ALWS Christmas Action Appeal. 

 

Week Two: Giving thanks for South Sudanese People  

(Week beginning Sunday, 7 November) 

Learn: The people of South Sudan have suffered much, but they have also offered much to 

the world. Can you name six prominent South Sudanese from around the world?  Try to 

make at least four of those on your list Australian-Sudanese. 

Pray: Pray for the migrant community from South Sudan. Pray that they would find peace 

and well-being in their new homes. Pray that they would be able to continue to help and 

encourage friends and relatives in South Sudan. Give God thanks for the many gifts they 

have brought into our community and our nation. 

Act:  Easy: Ask Theresa or Florence Deng how to say ‘hello’ and ‘goodbye’ and ‘thankyou’ 

in Dinka.  

 Advanced: Look up a South Sudanese meal and try to make it at home. You might 

need to locate and visit an African food store in Adelaide to accomplish this. In your meal-

time prayer of thanks, give thanks for the many good things we have gained from South 

Sudanese people and South Sudanese culture. 

 

Week Three: The LCA and South Sudan (Week beginning Sunday, 14 November) 

Learn: The Lutheran Church of Australia and NZ has had a long connection with South 

Sundanese people. Many have come to know of the Lutheran Church through the work of 

the Lutheran World Federation and Australian Lutheran World Service in refugee camps. 

Can you name one of the camps that we have supported through ALWS. Go to the ALWS 

website (www.alws.org.au) and find out what specific projects are currently running to 

assist those in South Sudan. 

South Sudanese have also been active in serving the LCANZ. We now have one fully 

ordained pastor who was born in South Sudan serving within our church. Can you name 

him? 

Pray: Pray for the work of ALWS as they continue to provide support through food, 

education and other resources to refugees from South Sudan and for those in South Sudan. 

Pray for the several South Sudanese worshiping communities within the LCA, especially the 

congregation in Melbourne, which is the largest of these. 

http://www.alws.org.au/
http://www.alws.org.au/
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Pray for the ministry of Pastor James Luk, who served our congregation as a student pastor 

during his time at ALC. 

Act: Contact ALWS and make a donation to their refugee support program or to their 

Christmas Action Appeal. Write or email pastor Luk and tell him you are praying for him. 

 

Week Four: South Sudanese living in diaspora (Week beginning Sunday 21 November) 

Learn: How many South Sudanese are living outside their country? How many are still in 

refugee camps in other African countries? How many are living in Australia? How many in 

South Australia?  

Pray: Pray for South Sudanese living abroad. Pray for those in Australia and South Australia. 

Pray that they would find new friends, communities and work. Pray for the children of these 

families, who often struggle with issues of identity and fitting in. 

Act: Make contact with a South Sudanese person or family outside of our congregation. Do 

you know of someone in your neighbourhood, work, school? Have you met them yet? Is 

anything you can do to assist them and help them feel welcome here in South Australia. This 

can be as simple as having a cuppa or inviting them over for a meal. 

A prayer of intercession for South Sudan (provided by Peter Deng) 

Lord of life, 

thank you that word has come to us, 

loud and clear  

and so in turn we raise our voices 

loud and clear 

in lament and intercession to you. 

When word of famine has reached us in the past 

we have appealed for rains to come 

for droughts to be disrupted 

for climate catastrophe to be averted. 

 And we pray also for those areas suffering recent significant flooding,  

 especially around Juba, the capital of South Sudan. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We appeal to you, Lord, 

for conflict to cease 

for guns to be silenced 

for killings to end 

for human rights abuses to be stopped 

for the economy to be resuscitated 

and for those who assume leadership 

to take more concrete steps 
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to seek peace and to serve 

the people they lead. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord in your abundant mercy 

and in your gracious generosity 

may our offerings make a difference 

to the lives of the millions in South Sudan 

facing the threat of famine. 

We pray for the many casualties of war in South Sudan 

for those bereaved or injured by conflict 

for those bereft of their homes and livelihoods 

for those in need of medical treatment. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

We pray for the work of Christian Aid and its partners, 

for the distribution of food, fishing gear and seeds, 

for soap, mosquito nets and water 

for a safe space for children. 

We pray for the work of your church in bringing peace 

and for a listening ear and understanding heart. 

We pray for productive negotiations and lasting peace 

for strength to walk the long road of rebuilding and reconciliation. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Amen. 

 

 

Tukuls during recent floods in South Sudan 


