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The small church complex (so-called “kôm 2”), excavated by M. Manfredi in 1965/66
at the northern margin of the northern necropolis of Antinoopolis of which at that time and
in the following years only some very short and general reports were published of which the
earliest one of 1965 (the year of the discovery) is still the relatively most informative1, was
in the meantime due to some newly discovered papyri recognized as the martyrium of St.
Colluthos, a local saint who was put to death during the Diocletian persecution in the early
decade of the fouth century2. In his life time Colluthos was a doctor who treated specially
the poor without asking for any salary operating thus as other ajnavrguroi doctors amongst
1
M. MANFREDI, Scavi in Egitto II, Atene e Roma, n.s. 11, 1966, Cronache 188-192, bes. 191, with a, however, completely useless plan which gives only a general idea about the location of the place without any additional information. A short summary is given by M. Manfredi with a slightly better plan in: MANFREDI, La ‘nuova’ collezione 627f. pl. xxvi c. Well informative is also the report of M. MANFREDI, Notizie sugli scavi recenti ad
Antinoe, in Atti del xvii congresso internazionale di papirologia (Napoli 19-26 maggio 1983), Napoli 1984, 8596, esp. 90ff.
2
On his Coptic life see W. TILL (ed. and transl.), Koptische Heiligen- und Martyrerlegenden, I-II [Or.Chr.
An. 102/108, 1935/36] esp. 168ff.
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whom the most famous ones are the two Arabic brothers Cosmas and Damian3. As it appears from numerous ex vota found in the area of the church and its attached buildings4 the
site functioned since the early 6th century also as a Christian healing centre where incubation rites were carried out5. In addition a not small number of small biglietti containing petitions for help in decisions concerning questions in cases of illnesses and other problems
point to the fact that the martyrium of St. Colluthos functioned also as a centre for Christian
oracles6. Even monks and persons with close relations to monkhood did not object to call for
the oracle centre at Antinoopolis7 as demonstrates the request of a monk Paulos from a monastery of St. Thomas at Lykopolis8 published by H. de Nie9.
In general the architectural arrangement of the complex of the Colluthos-church consists of a relatively large, roughly rectangular area surrounded on all its four sides with
strong and apparently originally rather high peribolos-walls with the church situated in the
north-eastern sector of the area (Fig. 1, Pl. Ia). The church itself is a relatively small building composed of a western narthex, a three-aisled nave, and a tripartite sanctuary (Fig. 2,
Pl. Ib). Slightly younger than the church is a sequence of at first two, then augmented to
four little rooms added later at the originally free south-eastern sector of the area. All other
buildings in the area are of later date. Apparently the mentioned four rooms to the south of
the church served as incubation chambers. They could be locked from inside and are thus
comparable with the enkoimeteria of the pagan healing centres. Inside of these chambers the
clients took their sleep to await in their dreams the visit of the doctor-saint.
1. General outline of the development of the Colluthos martyrium

As it appears from the so far since 1938 exposed ruins in the region of the northern
necropolis of Antinoopolis this cemetery was apparently divided into a number of roughly
rectangular smaller and larger units, each apparently surrounded by relatively strong periL. DEUBNER, Kosmas und Damian. Texte und Einleitung (Leipzig 1907, repr. Aalen 1980) passim.
L. PAPINI, L’oracolo di San Colluto, in: DEL FRANCIA BAROCAS, cent’anni dopo 100f. fig. p. 101 (up); and
R. PINTAUDI, Gli scavi dell’Istituto papirologico “G. Vitelli” di Firenze ad Antinoe (2000-2007) - prime notizie,
in: Antinoupolis I, 1-40, esp. 10 fig. 65-66.
5
Numerous successful healing processes are recorded in the miracle report of St. Colluthos published
by ZANETTI, miracles arabes 43-109, esp. 88ff.
6
L. PAPINI, Due biglietti oracolari cristiani, in: M. MANFREDI (ed.), Trenta testi greci da papiri letterari e
documentari (Florence 1983) 68-70 no. 20 and 21 with informative illustrations; ID., L’oracolo di San Colluto,
in: DEL FRANCIA BAROCAS, cent’anni dopo 100f. fig. p. 101 (below) and p. 101 (below left); S. DONADONI, Una
domanda oracolare cristiana da Antinoe, Riv. degli studi orientali 29,1954, 183-186; ID., Due testi oracolari
copti, in: Synteleia V. Arangio Ruiz (Napoli 1964) 286-289; as well as recently A. DELATTRE, Textes coptes et
grecs d’Antinoé, in: Antinoupolis I, 131-162, esp. 152ff. no. 9-10 pl. VIII.
7
Other places with Christian oracle-cults in Egypt are mentioned by A. Papaconstantinou, Oracles chrétiens dans l’Egypte byzantine: Le témoignage des papyrus, ZPE 104, 1994, 281-286, esp. 282f.
8
Probably to be identified with the modern site of Wadi Sarga, cf. W.E. CRUM in: W.E. CRUM-H.J. BELL
(ed.), Wadi Sarga, [Coptica III (1922)] 6-13, esp. 7.
9
H. DE NIE, Een koptisch christelijke Orakelvraag, Ex Oriente Lux, Jaarbericht, 8, 1942, 615-618.
3
4
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Fig. 1 - General plan of the Colluthos-area

bolos-walls (Fig. 1). The surprising thickness of the surrounding boundary walls of the different areas, which are practically equal in size with the side walls of the roofed buildings
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and additionally strengthened by a number of inner, in some cases also outer buttresses
might be explained by the fact that these walls were intended to reach to a considerable
height. Some areas are very small as it is demonstrated by the ruins of the little complex in
the so-called kôm 1 which was excavated by M. Manfredi in 1966 but has nevertheless its
own little tomb chapel with several burial places below its floor10.
It is not easy to recognize how the different areas could have been entered. Only in one
position of the area to the north of the famous chapel of Theodosia11 a not long section of a
paved street could be identified which, however, did not belong to a clearly planned street
pattern. It seems that originally the accesses to the various areas consisted of casually arranged passages through the still not completed neighbouring areas from which at the end
some narrow or wider passage ways were separated.
The original area of the Colluthos martyrium (kôm 2) which shall here be labelled as
complex or area “C1” was as the neighbouring units not exactly rectangular but was contrary to this on its eastern side more than a meter longer than on its western side whilst the
eastern and western walls were roughly parallel (Fig. 1). Since the interior structures had to
follow the orientation of the outer walls their plans are all considerably pulled in the diagonal direction. With its inner dimensions of roughly 12.4 by 21.3 m the area C1 was one of
the larger ones, but still smaller than the neighbouring area A in the south. Only later, after
several enlargements at the western and south-western sides the area of the Colluthos martyrium developed to a considerably large size.
When the area C1 was firstly established the necropolis in this marginal region was
still not fully occupied. But the relatively large area A situated to the south of C1, of which
until now only fractions of its peribolos-walls on the northern and western sides are excavated, and of which the northern wall extends in both directions (east and west) beyond the
original eastern and western bordering walls of C1 was already extant. Also the area B to the
west of A is of earlier date than C1, but later than A. The framing walls of all these complexes are, as already said, relatively thick with several regularly distributed inner or also outer
buttresses. Consequently the northern wall of this area A was used by the Colluthos area as
the southern side wall whilst all the other surrounding walls of the C1 were built new and belong thus entirely to the Colluthos complex. The remains of the western wall of C1 keep also
the traces of a small outer buttress of which one part was later cut away (Pl. IIb) when the
entrance into the area C1 from C2 was widened.
The northern side of C1 was in its entire extension occupied by the north wall of the
church which extends along the whole width of the original area and was obviously built at
the same time as the surrounding walls. Equally the whole eastern wall of the area C1 served
as the rear wall of the church proper and of the later added rooms 1 to 4 lined up along this
eastern wall (Pl. IIa). Only the remaining sections of the south and west walls were, at least
at the beginning, free of attached structures. The remaining space of the area to the south of
10
MANFREDI, La ‘nuova’collezione 627 pl. xxv c - xxvi a; the plan of the chapel with the distribution of the
burial places is, however, wrong.
11
M. SALMI, I dipinti paleocristiani di Antinoe, in: Scritti dedicati alla memoria di Ippolito Rosellini (Florence 1945) 160-169, esp. 161 fig. d.
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the church and to the west of the rooms 1 to 4 was used as a court yard. The entrance into
C1 could then have been only at the western side of the area. Traces of the position of a door
consisting of a series of flat stones which give the impression as belonging to the threshold
of a doorway are visible closely to the south-west corner of the church (Pl. IIc). Later the
court was subdivided by a narrow east-westward running partition wall of probably medium height against which even later in the corner beside the door of room 4 a small fireplace
was built. Remains of a door to pass through this partition wall are visible near its western
end. Finally a small house with only one room no. 5 was built in the southwest corner of C1
(infra chapt. 4) which, however, could have been erected also at a later date.
At a certain occasion the complex was enlarged at its western and slightly later also at
its south-western sides. The western enlargement, labelled “C2”, extended until the next at
that time equally already existing complex D (Pl. IIIa). Consequently for the northern enclosure of this new part only a relatively short wall was necessary to close the space from
the north-west corner of the church until the corresponding corner of the area D. The wall
was supplied with two inner buttresses of which one was placed directly at the western end
of the wall where it attaches the corner of the complex D12. Since the northern margins of
several complexes (including the ones which are situated further to the east) follow more or
less a straight line these walls were apparently understood as the northern outer wall of the
necropolis and so the individual complexes were not provided with entrances on this side.
On the south side the area of the enlarged Colluthos martyrium C2 and to the west of the
large south-eastern area A was occupied by another area B of which the northern boundary
wall lay roughly in the direct prolongation of the northern peribolos-wall of A. It is even of
earlier origin than the complex D which followed to the west of C2 because the east wall of
D runs against it without any provision of binding. It appears thus that the area of the Colluthos-martyrium was apart of its northern side surrounded on all its sides with already existing complexes. To create space for an entrance to the Colluthos area a doorway had to be
broken into one of these other walls for which a position in the northern wall of the area B
close to the north-west corner of the large southern area A was chosen. The final enlargement of the Colluthos martyrium consisted in the addition of a section at the eastern side of
the area B to be used as the entrance corridor into the Colluthos area. The western margin
of this new addition lies roughly in the southern continuation of the eastern wall of area D.
At several different positions some small houses were erected in the area of the Colluthos martyrium. All of them were relatively independent buildings and were apparently
also independently constructed. No traces show that a general concept for the inner installations of the area did exist.
There is at first the already mentioned row of rooms no. 1-4 along the eastern wall of
the area C1 which probably served as incubation chambers (Pl. IIIb). They could be locked
from inside. Not very much later the small one-room house no. 5 was built. It has an interior stairway (Pl. IVa) and possessed probably a second storey.
With the acquisition of the area C2 the small house 6-8 in the south-eastern corner of
C2 was erected. It consisted originally only of the two rooms 6 and 7 and was accessible
12

A similar corner buttress exists at the eastern end of the northern enclosure of the area B.
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from the west. Later at the northern side another room 8 was added equally entered from the
west. At the same time this room served as the new entrance room while the original western entrance into the house to the west of room 7 was walled up and a new inner door was
opened in the north wall of room 7.
Apparently a rather contemporary addition is room no. 9 in the south-west corner of C2.
Only the underground chamber below the floor of this room seems to be of earlier origin.
The small rectangular court no. 10 with a relatively thin surrounding north wall stands apparently in relation with room no. 9 but was evidently established at a later occasion.

These mentioned additional buildings remained in use until the cult of Colluthos came
to an end which apparently occurred roughly in the century or the next one after the Arab
conquest. When since a while the church complex was already abandoned a new rather
strong boundary wall was constructed which surrounded apparently the whole northern
necropolis of the town on its northern and eastern sides. The soil of the foundation of the
section of this wall which passes through the northern part of the church of the Colluthos
martyrium lies about 0.60 to 0.70 m above the floor level of the church (Pl. IVb) and illustrates in this way the difference in date of both structures13.
The last building in the area of the Colluthos martyrium was a room in the south-east
corner of C1 constructed upon the ruins of the original room no. 4. It was erected roughly at
the same time as the new northern bordering wall of the necropolis, hence at a time when the
church and the other rooms of the area were already out of function. The room was built of
re-used stones and architectural spolia and the soil of its foundation lies noticeably above
the floor level of the earlier houses. It is as the late boundary wall of the necropolis not included in fig. 1.
2. The church proper

The church in the area of the Colluthos-martyrium which existed already before the
area was turned into a healing centre occupies the full northern third of the original area C1.
Its ground plan is not rectangular but considerably pulled in the diagonal direction (Fig. 2).
It consists – as already said – of a narthex, a three-aisled nave and a tripartite sanctuary.
Apart of the façade of the sanctuary which includes the remains of the triumphal arch the
whole complex C1 is entirely built up of sun dried bricks. Only at the feet of some walls (in
no way at all of them), above the foundation of mud-brick masonry, a course of small dressed limestone blocks of modest sizes including some specially profiled bases of the various inner buttresses of the church were added into the wall structure.

Unfortunately we failed until now to find clear layers with datable material to secure the date of that
last boundary wall of the necropolis, because for the construction of this wall the bricks of the church were reused and the earth below this wall consists equally only of the material of the church.
13

ANTINOOPOLIS THE AREA OF ST. COLLUTHOS

Fig. 2 - The Colluthos church

247

248

PETER GROSSMANN

2.1. The western narthex

Of the narthex at the western end of the church only at the south side some substantial remains did survive showing the slightly raised threshold – broken in two fragments
but still in situ – and the remains of the doorjambs including some traces of the corner of
the western wall. The rest could fairly well be traced by the surviving margins of the pavement of the narthex of which large portions over several meters at the northern and southern ends remain intact. It surprises that the central part of the pavement is completely consumed. Apparently during the liturgy in this church the majority of the believers were standing in this part of the narthex. Since the western wall of the narthex formed originally also
a part of the western boundary wall of the complex with all probability a western entrance
into the narthex did not exist, because it seems unlikely that one could directly enter from
outside into the church without entering at first the court of the area in front of the church.
Only after the western enlargement of the area of C1 a door could theoretically have been
opened in the western wall, but whether this was really executed remains doubtful. Only at
the very last stage of the building, when it was already partly in ruin an opening might have
been broken into that wall as it appears by the severe consumption of the floor pavement in
the central section of the narthex.
The north wall of the narthex which again does not survive in its entirety14 must simply
have formed a straight western continuation of the northern wall of the main body of the
church until the eastern end of the younger north wall of the area C2 which in turn is again
until a certain instant fully preserved. This assumption is again supported by the remains of
the fully surviving pavement at the north end of the narthex.
2.2. The naos of the church

From the narthex one proceeds through an in a way representative door-way into the
naos of the church which is according to the classical manner with the help of two colonnades divided into three aisles of which the central nave is nearly as double as wide than the
two lateral aisles (Fig. 2). Unfortunately no direct traces survive of the door which gives access to the nave including links to gain an idea of its exact position. But it might have been
placed more or less in the axis of the church (Pl. Va). What we have is only the northern section of the partition wall against the narthex which preserves thankfully also the remains of
the antae at the western end of the northern colonnade of the nave. The southern part of the
wall has nearly completely gone.
There are, however, some indirect indications for the original position of that door. As
it will be described below with further details, the sitting benches along the inner sides of all
the surrounding walls of the nave had their own foundations consisting mainly of a rowlock
layer of fired bricks (Pl. Vb) and were built before the pavement of the church was laid.
Thus the distribution of these foundations indicates the former position of these benches,
even where at floor level or above of it no remains did survive. Since, as it is logical, the
It is not to be excluded that this part of the wall has been dismantled by archaeologists in misunderstanding of the situation.
14
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benches would have been present only along the existing walls the assumption can be made
that the sections where such benches or at least their foundations are interrupted, also the
walls behind them would have an interruption in a roughly similar extend. Considered this
assumption with the actual situation at the western entrance side of the nave, the interruption
of the foundation of the sitting bench and consequently also of the wall can only refer to the
western entrance door into the nave because there does not exist any other access to the nave
of the church. This explanation receives further support by the fact that where the interruption of the foundation of the wall finds its northern end and the inner pavement of the church
should correspondingly be essentially intact a narrow limestone slab of that pavement extends in situ until the inner edge of the wall proper, which explains definitively that the sitting bench did not extend beyond this position. Consequently the door in question must have
been extant between this narrow limestone slab in the north and the interruption of the foundation of the sitting bench in the south. It appears thus, that the western door of the nave was
not situated exactly in the axis of the church but slightly outer-axially placed to the south.
The western wall of the nave including the northern antae of the northern colonnade
is built, as already said, of sun dried bricks. Only at the foot on both sides of the wall (inside
and outside) and above the foundation a course of small dressed limestone blocks was inserted into the structure of the wall (Pl. VIa). Contrary to this the east wall of the nave which
contains the triumphal arch and represents thus the façade of the sanctuary was probably
constructed entirely of dressed limestone blocks. It appears further that at the present situation at the west wall of the nave the row of dressed limestone blocks were on the inner eastern side of the wall relatively low positioned in relation to the pavement of the floor so that
the carving of the base block of the northern pilaster which under normal conditions should
have been placed at the same level would partly become invisible below the pavement of
the floor. It is thus interesting to notice that probably for this very reason the base block of
the pilaster was placed at a higher position to become fully visible.
Relatively well preserved is the north wall of the nave which also after the excavation
in 1965/66 remained hidden behind the above mentioned medieval boundary wall of the
necropolis. In October 2007 it was decided to demolish the section of that later wall which
passes through the church15. It brought the result that the inner surface of the original northern wall with all its wall-niches and parts of its original white plastering as well as the sitting
bench in front of it and also the northern part of the north pastophorium of the sanctuary became fully visible (Fig. 3). The section of the nave contained two wall niches as they are
common in the Christian church architecture in Egypt. In front of the wall the usual sitting
bench was placed. It was considerably better preserved than the already known bench on
the opposite south side and was 0.30-0.37 m high, constructed of sun-dried bricks upon a
foundation of fired bricks and covered with a series of fired slabs of clay measuring 0.24 by
0.42 m with 0.04 m thickness, above which a layer of lime mortar followed (Pl. VIb). The
mentioned slabs were fixed with a layer of lime mortar which contained a high percentage
of ashes as it is often to be met in similar structures.
R. PINTAUDI, Gli scavi dell’Istituto papirologico “G. Vitelli” di Firenze ad Antinoe, (2000-2007) - prime
notizie, in: Antinoupolis I, 1-40, esp. 13.
15
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Fig. 3 - Longitudinal section of the church

At the western end of the wall the bench turns to the south where it continues until the
western antae of the northern colonnade. In the east it comes to an end already about 0.80 m
before the partition wall of the sanctuary. The reason for this is the existence of the small
door leading into the north pastophorium placed just at the northern end of the partition wall.
The opposite south wall of the church is equally well traceable but survives only until
a rather low height. Apparently the bricks of this wall were re-used in the new medieval
boundary wall of the necropolis mentioned above. Over the full length along its inner side
of the wall as on the northern side a continuously running sitting bench is extant safe the last
0.75 m to give space for the access to the door of the south pastophorium. The height of the
bench is about 0.30 m above floor level and thus slightly lower than at the northern side because the final cover of fired ceramic slabs is missing. Since it was as at the other sides of
the nave not built upon the pavement, as this is often the case in other churches16, but constructed upon its own foundation of fired bricks this sitting bench belongs without any doubt
to the original furnishing of the church, whilst the pavement was laid when the bench was
already extant.
The eastern wall of the naos represents the façade of the sanctuary with its triumphal
arch in the centre and two smaller lateral doorways at both ends giving access to the two
pastophoria. The base of the northern abutment of the central triumphal arch has in the middle of its lower plinth a flat but broad groove (Pl. VIIa+b) indicating that the opening of the
triumphal arch was originally screened. Between the triumphal arch and the lateral doorways are the slightly projecting antae for the connection of the inner colonnades as mentioned above. At all openings the general floor pavement is interrupted for placing a probably slightly elevated threshold which, however, in the actual state of the church is everywhere missing.
A characteristic example is the great church of the Shenoute monastery near the modern town of Suhag,
Grossmann, Chr.Arch.Äg. 528 ff. fig. 150.
16
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Although only the northern part of the partition wall of the sanctuary remained until a
certain height in situ – however covered by the later boundary wall of the necropolis which
was removed in October 2007 – of the rest of this wall sufficient traces survive in the margins of the pavement, to create a clear idea of all of its details, especially the southern abutment of the triumphal arch and the small side door at the southern end of the wall17. The position of this door was clearly indicated by the distribution of the floor slabs. The southern
door post was as of the corresponding door at the northern side partly inserted into the southern side wall. The latter door of the northern side chamber is fully intact but was at a certain
occasion later walled up with ordinary sun dried bricks and plastered on both sides. We do
not know whether the whole opening of the door until its lintel was closed or the walling
reached only until a certain height to keep the rest as a kind of interior window, a question
to which we shall return below (infra chapt. 2,4) when we shall discuss the interior installations of the northern pastophorium.
The positions of the colonnades which are dividing the naos of the church into three
aisles are all, thanks to their well preserved foundations, well recognizable (Fig. 2). Of the
bases the first two ones of the northern side (counted from the west) remained in situ. (Pl
VIIIa). They are of a very simple shape composed of a lower but relatively high plinth with
a roughly carved octagonal torus on top upon which an uncarved low cylindrical element
follows representing the not executed trochilus and upper torus of the Attic base appearing
thus in toto as unfinished working pieces. The shafts of the columns are all preserved, but
some are broken into pieces. Since the original fragments were nearly all preserved they
could be fixed together. All the columns are of different heights and equally rough in their
manufacturing.
The position of the third column is clearly detectable by its foundation of a layer of
fired bricks emerging slightly above floor level. At the southern side of the nave no column
base remained in place, but their positions are all well indicated in the same way by their
foundations of fired bricks which interrupt the generally complete pavement. Apart of this
at least one further base has been found in the area which corresponds in its shape exactly
with the two bases on the north side and might thus have occupied one of the two western
positions of the south colonnade.
Both colonnades end, as already said, in the east and west at two pilaster-like antae
projecting out of the western and eastern walls of the naos as they are still present at both
positions on the northern side of the nave. The position of the pilaster at the eastern end of
the south colonnade is detectable at least in the margins of the pavement18.
Beyond this the existence of these antae which are rather unusual in an upper Egyptian
church19 demonstrates that this church was not provided with a return aisle as well as with

According to a photograph published by M. MANFREDI, Gli scavi italiani ad Antinoe (1935-1993), in:
DEL FRANCIA BAROCAS, cent’anni dopo 23-28 fig. 4, at the period of the excavation apparently all was still in place.
18
It seems, however, according to a photograph published by M. MANFREDI, Gli scavi italiani ad Antinoe
(1935-1993), in: DEL FRANCIA BAROCAS, cent’anni dopo 23-28 fig. 4, that it was still in position when the church
was first excavated.
19
P. GROSSMANN, Altägyptische Elemente in der frühchristlichen Baukunst Ägyptens, in: H. GUKSCH-D.
17
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an eastern transverse aisle which, on the other hand, are both regularly to be found in early
Christian churches of Upper Egypt20. Since also the use of projecting antae at the ends of the
colonnades are not very common in Egyptian architecture21 the church represents thus more
the normal design of a basilica as it is common in the other provinces of the Roman Empire,
but on the other hand, this exceptional execution might have been caused also by the limited dimensions of the church. In Kellia the two early basilicas of QIs south 122 and Qasr alWahayda in QRu 3423 as well as the younger first phase of the slightly larger eastern church
of Qasr Wahaida in QRu24 did equally not possess a western return aisle. The latter received
it only later during a re-organisation of the inner arrangement of the church when also the
width of the central nave was widened25 which demonstrates that the earlier phase of this
church was estimated by the builders as being incomplete.

The pair of the two eastern columns of both sides are represented, apart from their
foundations, only in one single very simply decorated Corinthian capital of one of these
columns (Pl. VIIIb). It is characterised by two broad and deep vertical grooves for the insertion of two vertical wooden posts in the middle of two neighbouring sides of the capital,
indicating in this way that the easternmost bay of the central nave was surrounded by wooden cancelli, determining thus the extension of the presbytery of the church. According to the
individual neighbouring relation of the grooved sides of the described capital it occupied
once a south-western corner position which is also confirmed by the shape of the two capitals of the two antae at the eastern wall of the nave, which are both equally supplied with
similar grooves (Pl. VIIIc). The two only slightly projecting bases of the pilasters, however,
do not have such grooves in their lower plinths.
The existence of these grooves in the capitals indicates, that the cancelli surrounding
the presbytery were rather tall structures. Counting together the height of the different elements of the columns (base 0.26 m; shaft 1.60 m; capital 0.28 m) one arrives to a height of
at least 2.14 m. Whether the whole cancelli were thus tall is, however, not clear. May be that
the mentioned grooves in the capitals served only to secure the upper ends of the lateral
wooden posts of the cancelli in a vertical position.

POLZ (Hrsg.), Stationen. Beiträge zur Kulturgeschichte Ägyptens Festschrift Rainer Stadelmann, Mainz 1998,
443-458, esp. 449f.
20
Even in Antinoopolis itself there is in the southern cemetery a large church with clear traces of an eastern transverse aisle, cf. P. GROSSMANN, Zur Rekonstruktion der Südkirche von Antinoopolis, Vicino Oriente 12,
2000, 269-281, esp. 275ff. fig. 1; GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 434ff. fig. 55.
21
P. GROSSMANN, Altägyptische Elemente in der frühchristlichen Baukunst Ägyptens, in: H. GUKSCH-D.
POLZ (ed.), Stationen. Beiträge zur Kulturgeschichte Ägyptens Festschrift Rainer Stadelmann, Mainz 1998,
443-458, esp. 449f.
22
G. DESCŒUDRES, L’architecture des ermitages et des sanctuaires, in: Les Kellia. Ermitages coptes en
Basse Égypte. Musée d’Art et d’Histoire de Genève 12.10.1989 - 7.1.1990 (Genève 1989) 33-55, esp. 48f. fig.
32; GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 493ff. fig. 110.
23
DESCŒUDRES, ermitages et des sanctuaires 48f. fig. 34 I; GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 493ff. fig. 111 A.
24
DESCŒUDRES, ermitages et des sanctuaires 49 fig. 34 II; GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 495 fig. 111 A.
25
DESCŒUDRES, ermitages et des sanctuaires 48f. fig. 34 III; GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 495f. fig. III B.
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Of the stipites for the cancelli proper several elements survive. They consist of one
base and four capitals (Pl. VIIId). All of them have similar grooves of corresponding dimensions as at the described capital of the columns, now, however, on both opposite sides.
The four capitals proper are dividable into two groups with long and narrow as well as short
and brought shaft sections respectively. It seems that the ones with long and narrow shaft
sections to which also the one surviving base does belong were placed in the large opening
below the triumphal arch in the eastern wall of the nave for which the existence of cancelli was approved by the groove at the foot of the northern counterpost of the arch, whilst the
two broader and shorter ones can be placed between the two eastern columns of the nave.
In both cases these stipites mark the posts of two central doors. Whether the cancelli to the
sides between the columns and the antae at the eastern wall were also interrupted by stipites remains doubtful since the free distance of only 1.25 m between both is rather short. On
the other hand, of non of the stipites clear traces of their positions survive on the pavement.
They were obviously erected simply upon the pavement26 and the apparently once existing
mud mortar has been removed by archaeologists when the floor was cleaned.
In contrast to the conditions of the pavement in the narthex the pavement in the naos
of the church remained, apart of a few exceptions, fully intact. There is no doubt that all the
slabs of the pavement were newly produced and used in this church for the first time. There
are no traces that older slabs have been re-used. It seems, however, that they were not specially produced for the church, they rather came from remnants of various other paving
works. The distribution of the slabs is relatively irregular and does not follow any particular system. Exceptional is only a large Greek cross in the centre of the church, made of large,
long slabs of lime-stone. The significance of this cross is not clear27. It lies above an underground tomb chamber, but this relation appears more as an accidental coincidence. Whether
it follows the examples of crosses in the two large other churches in the southern part of Antinoopolis appears doubtful as well because in the two latter examples the crosses are situated in the area of the screened-up sanctuary28. But several crosses in the pavement, almost of
much smaller sizes, were found in the naves of some churches in Pharan (South Sinai)29.
There are, however, also some unusual installations noticeable upon the pavement
which at the actual stage of the researches are unintelligible. In the area between the two
western columns of the northern colonnade the pavement of the floor is interrupted for a
formerly existing structure at this position as it is specially indicated by the way how the
slabs of the pavement form at the northern side a common straight edge. Its opposite southThis is in no way an unusual method in late antique Egyptian architecture. In the church of the nunnery in the court in front of the temple of the lion-headed goddess Triphis at Athribis (Atripe) the pillars were
erected without any foundation directly upon the Diocletian pavement, personal observation.
27
On the many various significances of crosses in the floor decoration of early Christian churches cf. E.
DINKLER-E. DINKLER-VON SCHUBERT in: RBK V (1995) 2-219 s.v. Kreuz I, esp. 107ff., with many examples; both
speak, however, only of crosses in mosaic floors (tesselated floors).
28
P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis Januar/Februar 2008. Vorläufiger Bericht über die Arbeiten im Frühjahr
2008, Aegyptus 88 (2008) 227-255, esp. 227ff. fig.1; and ID., Antinoopolis Januar/Februar 2009. Vorläufiger
Bericht über die Arbeiten im Frühjahr 2009, Aegyptus 89 (2009) 257-276 esp. 257ff. fig. 1-2.
29
P. GROSSMANN, Excavations in Pharan I. The churches (in preparation).
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ern side is less clear but the surviving traces point at least to a similar arrangement. Probably an additional sitting bench was extant here, which was later removed. Similar benches
between the colonnades are known from the great monastic churches at the Pachomian main
monastery of Pbow (Latin Pabau)30 and the Shenoute monastery near Suhag31, but also from
the two main churches of Pharan in South Sinai, the Episcopal church32 and the town church
consecrated to the Arabian doctor Saints Kosmas and Damian33, and last not least in Antinoopolis itself in the great church D3 of the southern sector of the town where, however, the
remaining traces have the shape of complete beds (klines) with head rests leaning against the
columns34. It is however strange that in our example such an additional sitting bench was
made only on one side of the nave. At any case the assumed sitting bench between the two
northern columns must have been constructed before the pavement of the church was laid.
Another unusual structure is the block of masonry which follows immediately to the
east of the second column of the northern row (Pl. IXb). It is partly preserved until two
layers of dressed limestone blocks and extends for about 0.85 m beyond the column to the
centre of the nave. Its southern end is marked by a slightly westward shifted foundation of
fired bricks. Perhaps this structure belongs to a kind of pulpit which was inserted into the
church at this position. Whether the interruption in the pavement further eastward to the next
column is caused by some missing slabs or has to be explained with a existence of a former
screen between the presumed pulpit and that column cannot be decided.
2.3. The underground burial chamber below the church

Below the floor at the middle of the nave a vaulted underground burial chamber is extant, measuring 1.55 by 2.35 m, which according to the description of M. Manfredi35 contained once the remains of three human burials36. The lateral walls of the chamber on all the
four sides were made of small dressed limestone blocks as they were customary at that time
in Antinoopolis whilst the vault of the chamber consists of an ordinary barrel vault carried
out in fired bricks (Pl. Xa). The bricks were laid from the springing onward as slightly
sloped pitched arches without the introduction of some courses of some radial vaulting on
both sides.
The chamber is accessible via a broad and about 1.25 m deep shaft situated closely to
the western entrance of the nave of the church (Fig. 3). Its ground-plan measured 0.75 by
P. GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 551ff. fig. 163.
P. GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 528ff. fig. 150.
32
P. GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 484f. fig. 98.
33
P. GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 485f. fig. 99.
34
See P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis Januar/Februar 2009. Vorläufiger Bericht über die Arbeiten im Frühjahr 2009, Aegyptus 89 (2009) esp. 262f. fig. 2 pl. IIIa.
35
M. MANFREDI, Gli scavi italiani ad Antinoe (1935-1993), in: DEL FRANCIA BAROCAS, cent’anni dopo 2328, 26, discovered at the occasion of the re-opening of the excavation in 1979.
36
The anthropological examination of the skeletons carried out by prof. M. Borrini in February 2012 yielded two complete bodies and one head without body. When it was re-opened in Octobre 2007 only a few bones
of two individuals were found.
30
31
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1.5 m. Interestingly both units, shaft and burial chamber, are laid out with clearly rectangular corners demonstrating thus that the builders were aware that the ground plan of the
church proper was strongly diagonally tensed. At the eastern side of the shaft a rather low
arched opening leads down to the still 0.80 m deeper proper tomb chamber. Whether this
low opening could be closed is not clear. At least the lateral jambs are not provided with any
facilitation to close the opening as this was usually the case in other examples37. But it could
instead have been walled up with smaller stones which would not have left traces. To facilitate the descend the shaft was supplied with a broad step on its western side (Pl. Xb) but
in spite of this the access to the tomb chamber was still rather uncomfortable, and not at all
suitable for elder persons. There is thus no doubt that the builders of this tomb did not intend to offer visitors the possibility to climb down to the tomb to perform any cultic reverences to the deceased. Consequently the remains of the deceased should not be understood
as relics of saints, as e.g. the relics of St. Colluthos from whom any blessing was expected.
But with more reason the surviving remains of the buried persons belong to ordinary people, probably the founders of the church who contrary to that wanted to benefit from the
plead prayers of the congregation assembled in the church during the liturgy38. Under normal conditions when no burials were carried out the shaft would have been covered with a
large wooden board as this is known also from other examples39.
2.4. The tripartite sanctuary of the church

The area behind the eastern wall of the nave, beyond the triumphal arch belongs entirely to the sanctuary of the church. Its pavement has the same level as the one in the naos.
The entrance was screened as noticed before. The threshold consisted probably of a wooden board which is missing now. But its original position is well recognizable in the interruption of the pavement.
The sanctuary proper is composed of three chambers of which the main chamber in the
middle has a broad rectangular ground-plan with small rectangular arched niches in the

In other burial chambers such openings could be temporarily closed with some large vertically placed
slabs of stones, to be re-opened when further corps should be brought in. An excellent example was discovered
a couple of years ago at the entrance opening into the burial chamber of the tomb below the sanctuary of the
small chapel to the east of the Great Basilica at Abu Mina where at the moment of the discovery the large closing stone of the entrance opening was still in situ fixed with six layers of lime-mortar which corresponded exactly with the number of skeletons inside the chamber, cf. P. GROSSMANN et al., Abū Mīnā. 12. Vorl. Bericht.
Kampagnen 1984-1986, AA 1991, 457-486, esp. 476ff. fig. 21. 24-25; see also id., Chr.Arch.Äg. 334f. fig. 28 BC; also the entrance shaft of this tomb is similar to the one below the church in the Colluthos martyrium.
38
According to a basic remark of St. Augustinus, de cura pro mortuis gerenda XVIII 22 “the soul of the
deceased does not profit from the place where his corpse is bedded, but from the prayers of the living, stimulated by the place who recommend the deceased to the protection of the martyrs”.
39
Perfectly preserved traces of a wooden cover of that kind were discovered over the tomb shaft in the
small burial chapel to the east of the Great Basilica at Abu Mina, cf. P. GROSSMANN et al., Abū Mīnā. 12. Vorl.
Bericht. Kampagnen 1984-1986, AA 1991, 457-486, esp. 476ff. fig. 21. 24-25; GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 334f.
fig. 28 B-C.
37
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three walls (Fig. 2). The niche in the eastern wall is as the main one considerably larger and
higher than the two other ones (Fig. 4). All of them are framed with narrow engaged pi-

Fig. 4 - Transverse section of the church
lasters and simple capitals which give them the shape of small aedicula-niches (Pl. XIa).
The easily consumable frontal edges of the niche sills are in all cases secured with narrow
wooden boards, the traces of which are still everywhere in evidence.
Remains of the ceiling of this chamber did not survive. Probably the room was covered
by a pseudo-cloister vault which was very common during the fifth and sixth centuries in
Antinoopolis and could be constructed without any shuttering40. From the functional point
of view this central chamber represents the apse of a normal church. Obvious traces of a rectangular cavity in the pavement point to the position of the altar41 (Pl. IXa). According to
the shape of this cavity the altar seems to have been a so-called case altar with four walledup sides42, but the cavity could have been also for a low bema, above which the altar would
have been erected with four legs.
On both sides of the rectangular altar chamber, immediately behind the triumphal arch
On the construction of this kind of dome see GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 164 fig. 193 C.
Under normal conditions, especially in the case of a non-monastic church, the altar should not be placed
at this position, but as in other examples in the screened area in front of the triumphal arch.
42
J. BRAUN, Der christliche Altar in seiner geschichtlichen Entwicklung. I (München 1924) 191f. (German
“Kastenaltar”).
40
41
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two narrow passages lead from the central altar chamber into the two lateral side chambers
(pastophoria) of the sanctuary43. The pavement of the passages shows in both cases a narrow straight interruption which apparently contained originally some narrow wooden boards
(measuring approximately: 0.08 [south] and 0.09 [north] m) of which one end was fixed at
the bottom of the rear side of the sanctuary façade with a depth of 0.24 m (measurable only
at the northern side) as indicated by little rectangular channels at corresponding positions
at the foot of walls. With all probability these wooden boards formed a kind of threshold or
lower frame which probably stood in connection with some simple wooden doors.
Both side-chambers were originally directly accessible also from the lateral aisles of
the nave. These accesses which at the same time have to be understood as the main entrances
consisted of ordinary doors with simple normal door posts at the entrance sides. The once
existing thresholds were apparently of wood and kept probably also the door pivots. The
door of the northern room was later blocked with a thin wall of mud-brick masonry and
plastered on both sides, inside and outside (supra chapt. 2,2). We do not know whether the
whole opening of the door until its lintel was closed or the walling reached only until a certain height to keep the rest as a kind of interior window.
In addition both side chambers have each in the lateral outer walls an arched wall niche
corresponding in size and position to the niches in the north wall of the nave but differ
from the aedicula-niches in the altar chamber. The one in the north pastophorium is fully
preserved (Pl. XIb) whilst the one in the slightly larger south pastophorium is obscured by
the later insertion of a doorway which led into room 1 of the later added south-eastern side
chambers, but its inner left side is still clearly recognizable until the springing of the arch44
(Pl. XIIa).
Apart from this the north pastophorium contains a very interesting additional later installation. The level of the eastern part of the chamber is raised for ca. 0.27 m and contains
roughly in the middle a square deepening which at the moment of its discovery was found
closed by a loose layer of fired bricks partly preserved along its southern and western sides
(Pl. XIIIa-d). The earth below these bricks consisted of ordinary destruction debris mixed
with some different kinds of potsherds and a number of small broken glass vessels45. At a
certain depth of this deepening which roughly corresponds with the floor level of the chamber emerges the well preserved upper frame of a circular, downward slightly conically enlarging structure (upper diameter ca. 0.80 m) (Pl. XIIIc). It was made of fired bricks and
was at the inner side carefully plastered with opus signinum looking thus very much alike
the upper end of a walled circular basin sunk into the ground. The original bottom of this
basin which should have been made in the same way as the sides and slightly deepened in
the centre was not in evidence. Instead of this, at a depth of 0.30 m below the upper edge of

On these pastophoria in Egyptian churches see Grossmann, Chr.Arch.Äg. 113ff.
Overseen by us at the occasion of our first mapping of the church, cf. P. GROSSMANN, Zur area der Kolluthoskirche, in: Antinoupolis I, 47-59 fig. 1.
45
Provisionally mentioned by R. PINTAUDI, Gli scavi dell’Istituto papirologico “G. Vitelli” di Firenze ad
Antinoe, (2000-2007) - prime notizie, in: Antinoupolis I, 1-40, esp. 13 fig. 125.
43
44
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the circular basin follows a perfectly horizontal layer of grey lime mortar46 which, as it appears from its horizontal surface structure, was obviously later added and represents thus a
later reparation of the original bottom of the basin which for any reason might have been
broken away.
However, due to the activities of clandestine diggers which destroyed in summer 2009
the previously as later addition understood bottom of the basin in the north pastophorium
it appeared that below that bottom no cistern was extant. The mentioned perfectly horizontal layer of grey lime mortar was indeed the original bottom of a from the beginning only
rather flat basin manufactured in this way because it was laying upon the natural sandy
ground while the sides of the basin were built of fired bricks47 (Pl. XIIId). The empty space
below the lime bottom of the vessel is secondary and developed naturally by itself as the
result of the for centuries dropping in water.
There is thus no doubt that the described basin served with all likelihood to keep water which was consecrated during the church services to be distributed among the believers.
It was originally sunk into the ground with an upper edge corresponding to the general floorlevel of the church (Fig. 3-4). The high upper zone around the basin with its rectangular
opening over the basin was probably added together with the pavement of the church. This
re-arrangement of the area gives then also an explanation for the walling up of the western
entrance opening of the northern pastophorium. With all probability the opening of that door
was not completely closed up to its lintel but probably walled up only until a certain height
to suite for a kind of inner service hatch through which the water from the basin could be
handed to the believers who had brought with them the necessary vessels because they
themselves were not allowed to enter the sanctuary. Indeed several small bigletti which contain references to the holy ‘water of St. Colluthos’ include remarks that for certain health
reasons believers should drink this water48. The tradition to cure certain illnesses with consecrated water has a long tradition in Egypt which reaches deeply up into the pharaonic period. According to the pagan consecration praxis the water was poured over certain healing
statues and the holy texts written upon them and then collected in a small basin in front of
the statue49.
Out of the pavement in the north pastophorium also a link can be gained to understand
the relative chronology of the pavement of the church. The character of the pavement in
46
In octobre 2009 this layer was found destroyed by clandestine which offered the opportunity to observe
that it did not close a deeper cistern, as was originally assumed, cf. P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis Oktober 2007,
Aegyptus 88 (2008) 207-226, esp. 211f. fig. 2, but only a flat basin sunk into the ground.
47
A similar case with a vessel sunk into the floor was observed in the south pastophorium of the small privat chapel (room 6) of the hermitage 85 in the laura of Naqlūn (Fayyum) consisting of a large ceramic pot «big
storage vessel» of which unfortunately only the flat bottom at a depth of about 0.70 m below floor level survives
in situ and might have served for a similar purpose, see W. GODLEWSKI, Naqlun (Nekloni) preliminary report,
2006, PAM (reports 2006) 195-206, esp. 203 fig. 6; according to Godlewski there was also «a step 0.45 m deep
on the south side of the pit that facilitated access» to the vessel.
48
At last A. DELATTRE, Textes coptes et grecs d’Antinoé, in: Antinoupolis I, 121-162, esp. 153f. billet oraculaire 10.
49
J.F. NUNN, Ancient Egyptian Medicine (London 1997) 111f. fig. 5. 10.
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this chamber is exactly the same as in the rest of the church. It covers, however, only the
western part of the chamber, and states thus that the obviously younger and equally paved
structure above the above mentioned basin was already extant. Thus before that actual pavement was laid the church must have had a different kind of flooring probably a floor of beaten earth since at no place traces of an earlier cement flooring were observed. Also the described circular basin does not belong to the original structure of the church. It is by itself
a very unusual installation in a church and even more in a church which originally served
only as a simple burial chapel.
A rather late addition is finally the beginning of a one-flight stairway built along the
outer southern side of the south wall of the church. Because of the difference of its masonry and the clearly visible joint against the church it has to be understood as an independent
structure. Since it is very doubtful that this little church possessed an upper gallery for the
women as was erroneously supposed by M. Manfredi50, those stairs apparently served only
to get access to the roof of the building and functioned thus especially for maintenance. Since
the abutment of an arch which had to carry the upper steps of the stairway is leaning against
the western wall of room 1 of the later rooms at the eastern side of the St. Colluthos area the
stairway could only have been constructed when at least the first two rooms 1 and 2 were
already standing.
2.5. Typological considerations of the church

For an Egyptian church of late antiquity the church in the Colluthos-area is a rather untypical small basilican chapel51. For a three-aisled six century church in Upper Egypt it has
neither a western return aisle nor an eastern transverse aisle. Also the antae at both ends of
the two colonnades are extremely unusual in Egyptian churches52. Such antae belong to
the classical design of architecture of which examples are more to be found in the northern
regions of the country as in Alexandria, Abu Mina, Marea, Ostracine, Pelusium etc. Also the
existence of a narthex which is indeed present in the Colluthos church is not always attested in Egyptian church architecture.
The use of a rectangular sanctuary chambers is, however, customary all over Egypt. In
the large monastic settlements of Kellia all the churches are only combined with rectangular altar chambers, but there is no reason to see in our church in the Colluthos-area a monastic foundation. The whole complex has nothing to do with a monastic establishment. The
pastophoria to the sides of the altar chambers are equally well attested in Egypt and are to
be found already in the earliest Egyptian churches53, so there is no reason to understand them

MANFREDI, La ‘nuova’ collezione 627f.
How M. MANFREDI could understand the structure of this church as being covered by a dome, as suggested by him in: MANFREDI, La ‘nuova’ collezione 627, is for us not understandable.
52
P. GROSSMANN, Altägyptische Elemente in der frühchristlichen Baukunst Ägyptens, in: H. GUKSCH-D.
POLZ (Hrsg.), Stationen. Beiträge zur Kulturgeschichte Ägyptens Festschrift Rainer Stadelmann, Mainz 1998,
443-458, esp. 449f.
53
GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 113ff.
50
51
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as being influenced from Syria. The way of access into these rooms has, however, changed
during the centuries, but there are no examples in Egypt with a similar arrangement as they
are found in Syria.
3. The south-eastern rooms 1-4

At the south side of the sanctuary of the church and against the original eastern boundary wall of the area C1 a sequence of at first two (rooms no. 1 and 2), later two further
(rooms no. 3 and 4) roughly equally designed rooms were added (Fig. 1). At first these
rooms were wrongly understood by us as being contemporary with the church what later
turned out as incorrect54. They are not bound with the original boundary wall in the back side
but combined with this only by later graved vertical recess-like grooves similar in width
with the walls that should enter into those grooves55. The rooms are slightly different in their
interior arrangements but roughly equal in shape. They are not interconnected by doors but
all of them directly accessible from the court of the area. The door which gives access from
the southern pastophorium of the church to the first room in the north was later cut into the
wall as it appears in the remains of a formerly existing wall niche at this place (Pl. XIIa).
All the rooms were covered with pseudo-cloister vaults, a wide-spread vaulting construction used in the 4th to the 6th centuries at many buildings in Upper Egypt56. Since contrary
to an ordinary hanging dome this kind of vault requires a substructure with a horizontal upper surface it seems likely that the actual top above the general floor level of 2.05 m of the
common eastern wall of all the rooms 1 to 4 represents the original height of the original
boundary wall of the area.
The best preserved room and at the same time also the richest one in performance is the
one no. 2, the second in the row counted from the north. Its interior ground-plan is roughly
square in shape and it was to be entered through a door situated in the north-west corner of
the room, where also traces of the wooden threshold survive. The original door posts of
mud-brick masonry at the entrance side were broken away and recently rebuilt by us according to the usually adopted sizes with the re-use of ancient mud-bricks. In the southern
doorjamb a medium sized horizontal bore hole for closing the door was inserted into the
wall demonstrating in this way that the door was closable from inside and it had probably
only one door-leave.
The interior of the room is well preserved until the beginning of the vault. The southern

GROSSMANN in: Antinoupolis I, 55.
An in Egyptian masonry often used method to combine younger walls with already existing mud-brick
walls. Many examples are extant in the military settlement in the colonnaded court of the Chnum-temple of Elephantine, s. P. GROSSMANN, Elephantine II. Kirche und spätantike Hausanlagen im Chnumtempelhof (AV 25,
Mainz 1980) 12. In modern European mud-brick buildings this method is used in wall sections with differently
operating settings, T. MILLER-E. GRIGUTSCH-K.W. SCHULZE, Lehmbaufibel [Schriftenreihe der Forschungsgemeinschaften Hochschule/Weimar 3, 1947] 58 fig. 35.
56
On this type of vaulting cf. GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 164 fig. 193 C.
54
55
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wall contains in the middle a small not very deep arched wall niche which is still complete.
The room was lightened by a narrow window situated high up in the western wall. And at a
short distance to this also a small console (bracket) is emerging out of the wall which probably served at night time as a support for an oil lamp57. Inside the room a number of broken
fragments of square pottery tiles were found which apparently served for the flooring of the
room. The northern wall contains a beautifully drawn composition of small fighting soldiers
(Pl. XVa). Among them are archers, soldiers on horses and others on foot fighting with their
swords against enemies mainly on horses coming from the right side58. It seems that for a
while some soldiers inhabited this room.
Room no. 1 is only insignificantly smaller than room no. 2 with a similarly conditioned
entrance from the court. It has in plus a small, two steps high platform in front of the door
built up of thin fired bricks bound in mud mortar. Unfortunately the upper part of the western wall has recently collapsed that no details of a window or an inner console for an oil
lamp could be detected59. Directly behind the door a few limestone slabs survived in situ
which represent the remains of the flooring of the room. The door in the northern wall which
gives access from the southern pastophorium of the church was – as already said – opened
later and points to a later probably functional change of this room.
The apparently younger rooms no. 3 and 4 are slightly different in shape because their
western walls are for about 0.50 m pulled back in relation to the western walls of the former
rooms 1 and 2. Only the door of room no. 3 stays in the same flight as the ones of the rooms
no. 1 and 2 and is related to the interior of the room proper by a short inner corridor. Also
here the door posts are broken away. But the channel of the bolt bar for closing the door is
well visible in the southern doorjamb. In the western wall of the room proper one finds also
a narrow slit window similar to the one in room 2 as well as a small highly placed console
for an oil lamp. The floor consists of square reddish burnt ceramic tiles (measuring 0.305 by
0.31 m), of which many were still in situ when excavated (Pl. XVb). In front of the door a
small step is placed.
Of the fourth room apart of the earlier wall of area A on the southern side and the partly preserved earlier peribolos wall in the back only the partition wall against room no. 3
survives with the door post of a western entrance from the court in the corner. The walls
which now close the southern and western sides belong to the latest building phase of the
complex. They lie considerably higher and incorporate in their structure also some architectural spolia from the church which consequently did not function anymore at that time.

57
Similar little consoles, but richer in design are known from the chapel of Theodosia, cf. M. SALMI, I dipinti paleocristiani di Antinoe, in: Scritti dedicati alla memoria di Ippolito Rosellini (Florenz 1945) 160-169,
esp. 161 pl. 25, 3; plan of the chapel on fig. d.
58
Unintelligiblely dated by M. MANFREDI, Gli scavi italiani ad Antinoe (1935-1993), in: DEL FRANCIA BAROCAS, cent’anni dopo 23-28, esp. 26, at a time when the church was already abandoned.
59
Out of the destruction debris came the small fragment of terra sigilata imitation which gave according
to D. Pieri the date to the original structure of the church to the end of the 5th/beginning of the 6th century. But
see GROSSMANN in: Antinoupolis I, 55 that this part of the wall, as it was later recognized, belongs to a later addition of the church, the church itself should then be dated slightly earlier to the second half of the 5th century.
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Against the outer back springing corner of room no. 3 an already mentioned narrow later partition wall was built and to which we shall return in the next chapter (infra chapt. 4) of
which the other end touches against the western boundary wall of the Colluthos area. During a later period in the same corner against this partition wall on the left side of the entrance
into room no. 4 a small fire place, probably an oven was installed.
4. Room no. 5

The last room built inside of the original area C1 is room no. 5 built against the southwest corner of the area (Fig. 1, Pl. IVa). Because of its different building method it obviously does not belong to the building program of the eastern rooms. It has its own rather thin
(one length of a brick) western wall leaning against the already existing western boundarywall of the area C1 and could thus have been made thinner. For the binding of the southern
end of this wall a narrow vertical groove was cut into the earlier boundary wall of the neighbouring area A, whilst the opposite eastern entrance wall, apparently because of its greater
thickness, butts simply with a blunt head-point against that wall. Even the relatively narrow
eastern door is of different shape made without a pair of outer door posts but strengthened at
the foot of both door-jambs with two courses of small blocks of limestone. The north wall of
room 5 is of normal size. Because of the slightly oblong proportions in the north-south direction of the room and the remarkable thickness of its eastern entrance wall the room was
probably covered by a barrel vault.
Interiorly the room contains in its northeast corner a narrow stairway which probably
led to a second floor. Below this stairway in 1966 (probably in a hole behind the first now
missing step of this stairway) a hoard of the considerable number of 309 bronze coins was
found dating from the time of the emperors Justinian to Heraclius60. They might have been
hidden at this place at the occasion of the threat of the Persian invasion in AD 619.
At a certain occasion, perhaps even before room no. 5 was built, a narrow and probably also not high east-westward and perfectly parallel to the southern boundary running partition wall was erected, starting from the outer back springing corner of room no. 3 and
reaching the western boundary wall at a distance of about 0.75 m to the north of room no.
5 which makes of the southern part of the area C1 a separate and relatively independent area
which includes also room no. 4 of the south-eastern row of rooms. Traces of a little door
with remains of a door-pivot are visible at a distance of about 1.40 m from the western end
of the wall. It seems that the outer north-east corner of room 5 stood in a way in relation to
this wall since the corner itself is broken away and the reconstruction of this corner demands
a short extension to the north similar to a door post beyond the flight of the northern wall of
house 5.

MANFREDI, scavi italiani 25; see also the information of DANIELE CASTRIZIO, Le monete della necropoli
nord di Antinoupolis (1937-2007), in: G. BASTIANINI-R. PINTAUDI (ed.), Scavi e materiali II (Firenze 2010) 26f.
The individuel coins are listed on pages 75-125.
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Also the construction of this wall is of some interest. It stands on a slightly larger foundation of fired bricks whilst the foot of the wall is made of a series of small roughly dressed
limestone blocks. Later this partition wall was completely removed except for a short section behind the northern wall of room 5 where it served as the northern closure of a small recess. Also at a later date in the north-east corner of this separated area and in front of room
no. 4 a small baking oven was built. It seems thus reasonable to admit that the room no. 5
served perhaps as a living place for a guardian of the place. However, whether this room
was built before the area of C1 was extended to the west or after this cannot be decided.
5. The western enlargement of the area C1 and the rooms 6-8 and 9

At a certain date the area C1 with the Colluthos church was extended to the west until
another already existing area D in which way the size of the Colluthos area was nearly doubled. To this newly acquired area we gave the designation C2. Between the northwest corner
of the church and the northeast corner of that other complex D a new boundary wall was
erected which roughly followed the orientation of the north wall of the church. It was again
as the other boundary walls supplied with an inner buttress.
The limitation on the southern side of the new acquisition is more complicated. A closing wall composed of the western end of the northern wall of the large earlier south-eastern
complex A and the northern wall of the equally earlier area B did already exist. Not really
understandable is the fact why the eastern wall of that area B which doubles the western
boundary wall of A could not have been spared because the western wall of area A should
have been sufficient. May be this wall appeared to the owners of area B as being too weak.
At least this doubling wall was erected during a second step since originally only the northern wall of area B was touching against the north-western corner of area A. At any case concerning the relative chronology of all the areas the complex D was the youngest and might
be roughly equal in date with the Colluthos area C1. The still remaining problem is how to
get access to the Colluthos area ? Since it was apparently forbidden to enter from the northern side and all the neighbouring areas were apparently already in private hands the only
solution was to open a doorway in that northern closing wall of area B. It seems thus that at
a certain moment when the enlarged church complex C1-2 received as the Colluthos martyrium a kind of public interest which might have occurred together with the extension of C1 to
C2 the eastern part of that area B was surrendered to be used as the way of access to C2
which then became the new official entrance into the combined church complex C1-2. Indeed
all the surviving remains of that door show all signs of a later broken in opening. Visitors
entered at first into the area C2 and turned then to the east where in addition the former peribolos-wall of C1 was probably partly pulled down.
5.1. House 6-8

Shortly after these events a small house with two rooms no. 6 and 7 was built against
the southern boundary of the extended area. Both rooms were accessible one after the other
from the west. Interestingly the outer entrance into room no. 7 has a relatively high threshold and the lateral doorposts had a semi-rounded shape and were well plastered (Pl. XIVa).
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This demonstrates clearly that the curved design of these doorposts is not the result of heavy
consumption but was from the very beginning intentionally shaped in this way. The slightly smaller room no. 6 shows traces of a rectangular wall niche in the north wall. The common northern wall of both rooms was built with a blunt head-point against the outer side of
the western wall of the original church area C1.
Inside of both rooms some well recognizable traces of the floor paving survived consisting of square tiles of fired ceramic slabs, measuring 0.305 by 0.31 m. However of many
of them only the traces of the bedding mortar are still in evidence. A rather unusual detail of
this house is an apparently original flat rectangular wall niche in the outer northern side of
the northern wall61 (Pl. XIVb). It appears as an indoor decoration which is here, however,
not the case. The purpose of this niche is not known. At any case a later insertion of this
niche into the wall has to be totally excluded.
Again at an unknown date another room no. 8 was added against the northern side of
both rooms, which at the same time functioned also as the new outer entrance chamber of
the house with a new outer entrance in the western wall of room 8. For fixing the southern
doorpost of this door a narrow and flat vertical groove was cut into the northern outer wall
of room 7. Consequently the original western entrance into room 7 was blocked and a new
door was cut into the northern wall of room 7 (Pl. XIVb). Also the new room 8 had a paving
of square tiles of fired ceramic slabs.
From the way how the northern wall of 8 was built partly against one of the outer buttresses of the original western wall of the original church complex C1, it appears that only
after the addition of room no. 8 the remaining section of this latter wall until the south-west
corner of the church was dismantled to create a larger opening of communication with the
new area C2.
The function of the building with the rooms 6 to 8 is not completely clear. Officially
they should not have served for habitation because this was generally forbidden in cemeteries (Basilios, canon 31), but in Egypt it was a general praxis as St. Basilios complained
about it as a bad habit of the Egyptians. Also that monks settled in cemeteries is early attested in a letter of Athanasios, the famous 4th century bishop of Alexandria, as recorded by
Theodoret of Kyros (5th cent.) in his church history II, 1162. As for magazines, on the other
hand, they are too nicely executed. According to an assumption of R. Pintaudi the building
probably served as an office and temporary habitation of the oikonomos of the centre.

Such wall niches in the outer side are very rare in the Egyptian domestic architecture and it seems thus
that the place on the northern side of the house was reserved for a special purpose which we ignore.
62
St. Athanasios in a letter to the virgins who lived beside the churches of Alexandria (recorded by Theodoret, h.e. II, 11) concerning the at that time Arian monks living in the cemeteries of Alexandria, who were
against him and he against them: “let none of you be grieved although these impious heretics grudge your burial
and prevent your corpses being carried forth. The impiety of the Arians has reached such a height, that they
block up the gates, and sit like so many demons around the tombs, in order to hinder the dead from being interred.” (NPNF III 76) – If one considers how even modern Egyptians fellakhin usually sit on the ground when
they rest, one can gain a vivid picture of the situation described by Athanasios; recorded also by CHR. HAAS,
Alexandria in Late Antiquity (Baltimore/London 1997) 273f.
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5.2. Room no. 9

The erection of house 6-7 stood apparently in relation with another room no. 9 built
against the new opposite south-western corner of the enlarged complex C1-2. The north-south
extension of this other room corresponds precisely with the north-south extension of the
house 6-7, and its northern wall has exactly the same orientation as the northern wall of the
house 6-7 that the former appears as a kind of continuation of that wall (Fig. 1). In addition
both buildings are flanking the southern entrance way into the new area C2. It seems thus
reasonable to admit that both buildings belong to the same building program. But there are
also several arguments against such an interpretation. It needs only to point out that house
6-7 was clearly accessible from the inner open public zone of area C2 while the entrance into
room no. 9 shows all traces of being cut later into the northern boundary wall of the earlier
area B and was hence accessible only from outside of the area.
Since also the existing entrance into the area C2 was later cut into the originally existing western wall of the area B it becomes a point of discussion which one of both later
opened doors has to be understood as the earlier one. At any case one of them would have
been necessary to enter the area C2 even before any of the two houses 6-7 and 9 would have
been built. For this purpose of both doors in question the western-most one, which served
later as the actual entrance door into room no. 9 has a much more favourable position than
the eastern door. It lies nearly exactly in the middle of the former southern entrance zone to
the west of the area A, while the eastern door seems to have been opened only when both
houses were already standing or at least projected. The same fact would also explain the
very unfavourable position of the eastern wall of the room no. 9 directly beside the eastern
jamb of the southern entrance into that room.
The room no. 9 itself has two and a half walls of its own. The remaining southern margin with the entrance consists, as has been said, in the northern boundary wall of the area B
while the western wall which is represented only in a short tongue extending southward
from the western end of the northern wall, leans against the equally already existing eastern
boundary wall of the area D. Because of the reduced height of all the walls no traces of wall
niches or windows could have been observed. The floor of the room consisted of an ordinary
floor of beaten mud indicating that the room was not often entered.
Roughly in the centre of this room no. 9 a small underground chamber was dug into the
ground (Pl. XVIa) accessible through a narrow shaft directly beside the southern wall of the
chamber63 with small footholds engraved into the side walls of the shaft as they are known
also from shafts to underground cisterns and wells. The lateral sides of the entrance shaft as
well as of the sides of the underground chamber received a reinforcing of ordinary mudbrick masonry plastered with mud. Only at the southern side of the relatively deep entrance
shaft, below the bottom of the foundation of the earlier north wall of the area B no reinforcement was added so that the dry earth was hold only by a thin lining of mud plaster
which as the time went on ran down and kept the lower part of the wall unprotected.
Because this wall did not have a deep foundation standing simply on soft sand, the earth below this wall
did run away so that the wall now stands partly in the air.
63
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The ceiling of the underground chamber consisted of a originally well preserved barrel vault of thin fired bricks bound with clay mortar, but broken after the vandalism of the
year 2011 (Pl. XVIb). It is composed of two sections. The larger rear part in the North shows
the usual pitched brick vaulting leaning against the northern wall whilst the shorter slightly
to the top enlarging frontal part directly behind the southern entrance wall was covered with
bricks in radial vaulting.
The destination of this underground chamber is not fully clear. It seems, however, that
it existed before room no. 9 was built. Our first impression was that it was a second underground tomb chamber64 and indeed according to the notes and unpublished sketches of M.
Manfredi a human skeleton was found at the earthen bottom of the chamber. But there are
certain doubts whether this underground chamber was really built to be used as a second
burial chamber. Already the proportions of the chamber do not match well with the required
proportions for a burial chamber. Its east-west extension, the prevalent orientation of how
Christian deceased should be buried, is only 1.45 m long and thus much too short for normal
human bodies65. That this chamber was to be used for deceased children is equally not persuading. On the other hand an underground chamber could have served only as a hiding
place, but such places have usually a much more complicated way of access66. Hence it remains an open question, what could have been hidden in such a place?
Along the outer side of the eastern wall of room no. 9 and partly also along its northern
wall there is a low continuously running but loosely built structures of fired bricks bound
with ordinary clay mortar with a general width of ca. 0.70 m and changing surface level.
Some higher and slightly pointed sections covering the whole width are noticeable at the
southern end and roughly in the middle of the structure. The general shape of this structure
in spite of its relatively loose consistency caused by the dry mostly blown out clay mortar
gives the impression as being a sequence of beds (klines) for sick people who liked to incubate in the area but did not find a place in one of the above mentioned rooms 1 to 4 (supra
chapt. 3). Although most of the incubants prefer to stay in closed rooms, outdoor klines of
such kind are not unusual. Also in the famous and highly frequented healing centre of Kyros and John at Menuthis-Kanopos (north-east of Alexandria) several clients choose to rest
in places outside of the church67, and the small provincial healing centre of Sidi Mahmoud
near the Mediterranean coast was equally provided with klines along the northern outer side
of the church68.

GROSSMANN, in: Antinoupolis I, 52.
The tomb in the church is 2.40 m long.
66
GROSSMANN, Chr.Arch.Äg. 197ff.
67
Sophronios, S.S. Cyri et Joannis laudes et miracula, mir. 14, PG 87, 3 col. 3468 A7-10, recently translated and commented by J. GASCOU, Sophrone de Jérusalem, Miracles des saints Cyr et Jean (BHG I 477-479)
[Études d’archéologie et d’histoire ancienne, Paris 2006] mir. 24, 4; mir. 69, 6; further examples are mentioned
among the miracles of St. Artemius, s. Crisafulli-Nesbitt, miracles of St. Artemios, according to mir. 39 a client
received healing on the island of Plateia, cf. CRISAFULLI-NESBITT op.cit. 201-205.
68
P. GROSSMANN-F. KHORSHID, Excavation in the church at Sidi Mahmûd in 1993, in: Actes du Symposium
des Fouilles Coptes, Le Caire 7-9 Novembre 1996 (Cairo 1998) 57-66, fig. 1.
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In the northern half of the newly arranged enlargement C2 of the Colluthos area some
installations are extant which are unfortunately only badly preserved. There are some thinner walls detectable and a narrow stairway leading up against the western boundary wall of
the complex. What one had to expect there at the upper end of the stairs is unknown. The
only substantial remains in the area are the remnants of two low and perfectly square basins
surrounded with narrow walls of fired bricks bound in the usual opus signinum-mortar (Pl.
XVIIa+b). How high these walls have originally been we do not know, but it appears doubtful that they were very much higher than today. The basins themselves are roughly equal in
sizes and interiorly carefully plastered with opus signinum for a secure keeping of the water.
They are positioned alike the black fields of a chessboard and it seems that there were originally some more basins of that kind69. At least both of the remaining ones are not anymore
in level, probably due to the fact that a considerable amount of water oozed formerly uncontrolled away from this place into the ground. How the water supply was organized escapes also our knowledge. No traces of any canalisation or of a somewhere erected higher
cistern have been discovered. Only in the north-eastern corner of the smaller western basin
a small outlet does survive (Pl. XVIIb). May-be that the little stairway to the south of the
basins lead to a higher positioned container.
Both basins might have been used for washing or even for bathing, but not for any normal cleansing. The rather low framing walls of both basins did not allow an easy full emerging. If needed bathers should be doused with buckets as this was customary also in general
public bath-houses. The circular depressions in one of the framing walls served presumably
for keeping the scooping vessels.
5.3. Later building remains in area B

The last enlargement of the Colluthos martyrium can be recognized in a relatively
large north-south orientated section of the eastern side of the earlier area B determined to
the east and west by two newly built north-south running walls. The eastern marginal wall
was erected in its full length against the western wall of area A mentioned above (supra
chapt. 1) whilst the western margin consists of a free standing wall70 laying roughly in the
southern continuation of the western wall of area C2 or more precisely of the eastern wall of
area D. Both new walls are butting bluntly with their northern ends against the original
northern wall of area B and are thus clearly of later date. The southern margin of the area
was not excavated.
Originally the space between the two described walls served as the entrance zone to
the enlarged Colluthos martyrium C1-C2. The original door of the area seems to have been
the later opened door which lies nearly precisely in the middle of the remaining free section
of the northern wall of the area B. But it lost this function when on the other side of the wall
69
Also the bath in the healing center of Menuthis (east of Alexandreia) was composed of several different
cells. cf. KÖTTING, Peregrinatio 209.
70
Below the foundation of this wall a small vase with 171 solidi was found, D. CASTRIZIO, Il tesoretto aureo dal complesso del santuario di San Colluto della necropoli nord di Antinoe, in: Antinoupolis I, 229-278.
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room no. 9 was added and a new door was necessarily cut into the wall which came to be situated in the very north-eastern corner of B.
At a certain moment with the erection of a narrow eastern and a slightly larger southern wall a kind of court no. 10 was singled out in the northern part of the area B leaving only
a narrow passage way along its eastern side. The original entrance into this kind of court lies
at the very eastern end of its southern wall. Because of the thin eastern boundary wall of this
area which was even supplied with a small inner buttress and was surely only of medium
height it does not seem of being strong enough to carry a roof of any kind. Instead the area
seems to have served as a kind of entrance court for the above mentioned room no. 9 (supra
chapt. 5.2) on the other side of the northern wall with the small underground ‘chamber’.
Also the way of the construction of both walls is unusual. Whilst at the foot the outer facing
consists of nicely squared small limestone blocks the inner facing consists exclusively of
sun dried bricks.
Finally at a distance of further ca. 7 m to the south a medium-sized east-west-ward running wall was built between both mentioned walls of the southern entrance area of C2. Its
function is equally not clear. An interruption at the western end seems to point to the existence of a door. The area further to the south remained unexcavated.
6. Considerations on the original and later shrines of St. Colluthos

According to the numerous finds of ex vota to St. Colluthos found during the course of
the excavation in the region there can be no doubt that the area C1 at the north-western margin of the North necropolis of Antinoopolis (Fig. 1) was a centre of the cult of this St. Colluthos, a local saint who received his martyrdom during the persecution of Diocletian in the
early 4th century71. Colluthos was a well known doctor72 who during his lifetime healed the
sick without asking for salary73 as other ajnavrguroi doctors did74. However, since the church
in area C1 of the North necropolis of Antinoopolis was originally an ordinary burial chapel

On his personality and importance cf. W.E. CRUM, Colluthus, the martyr and his name, ByzZ 30 (1930)
323-327, with a discussion of his name and an over-view on the miraculous healing successes performed by him;
and O. MEINARDUS, A Coptic anargyros: St. Colluthus, Collectanea 14 (1970-1971) 367-375, esp. 371, who,
however, retells only the information given by Crum; on his name see also J. HORN, Studien zu den Märtyrern
des nördlichen Oberägypten II [Göttinger Orientforschungen IV. Reihe: Ägypten Bd. 15, Wiesbaden 1992]
106ff. and 194f.
72
According to the investigations of Crum, Colluthus 327, he owed his knowledge of medicine to the
trained physician Philip, son of the bishop Pinoution of Hermopolis.
73
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 175; synaxarium on Bashons 25 (= May 20), P.O. XVI 412.
74
Famous ajnavrguroi doctors were the Arab brothers Cosmas and Damian and from Egypt above all Kyros and John of Menuthis. It is true that in cases of hardness already in the pagan asclepieia payment was renounced, EDELSTEIN, Asclepius II, 176ff., and according to Diodoros, hist. I 82, the doctors of the so-called life
houses of the Egyptian temples treated without payment all the sicks who were on travel or military expeditions,
W. WESTENDORF, Erwachen der Heilkunst. Die Medizin im alten Ägypten (Zürich 1992) 244f., but the Christian
poor-relief was incomparably more intensive.
71
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in which surely no regular liturgical services on Saturdays and Sundays, as it was customary
in Early Christian Egypt75, were held but being opened only on certain occasions at the dies
natalis of the owner of the tomb and other festival days for the memory of the deceased during the year76 it is beforehand difficult to imagine how this church could have become a cultic centre of St. Colluthos. At such feasts the relatives and invited friends of the deceased
assembled beside the tomb of the deceased for memorial reasons. They meet together for
a common memorial meal (cena funebris) which, as attested in various sources, and because
of the consumption of alcohol developed often to a frolicsome celebration77. During the
memorial services held in the church the assembled congregation pronounced a number of
pleading prayers for the deceased usually addressed to some well known saints.
In addition it has strongly to be excluded that the underground tomb of this church kept
the mortal remains of St. Colluthos. If this would have been the case the date of the creation
of the area including the building of the church should go back to a period that should be
relatively close to the date of his martyrdom at the first half of the 4th century which is not
the case. The church in area C1 dates to the early 6th century and can thus not have been the
original burial place of the saint and for such a later date the burial place of a famous saint
should have been supplied with some facilities for the veneration of the believers as for example an easy access to an at least later installed approach to his proper tomb. But of this
kind nothing is to be seen in the area. Whilst buried ordinary deceased people need the help
and intercession of the saints to pass the Final Judgement78, a saint does not need this. Contrary to this the saint is even in a position to help others in interceding for them at the final
judgement.

There are two texts describing the live and martyrdom of St. Colluthos. The one which
is generally understood as the older one came down to us in rather fragmentary conditions
and is an encomium of the mid 6th century bishop Phoibammon of Panopolis published with
a German translation by W. Till79 (hereafter: Phoibammon-text). It was held at the occasion
of the consecration of a new sanctuary of Colluthos in the village Pnewit (Pneueit/Pleuit),
a location situated in the nomos of Shmin80 (Panopolis, modern Akhmim) and known also
Examples that proof that the liturgy was celebrated in Egypt at both days are collected by J. MUYSER, Le
samedi et le dimanche dans l’église et la littérature copte, in: T. MINA, Le martyre d’Apa Epima (Cairo 1937) 89111, esp. 96ff. chapt. 3. d-i.
76
On these feast days cf. M. KRAUSE, Heidentum, Gnosis und Manichäismus, ägyptische Survivals in
Ägypten, in: M. KRAUSE (ed.), Ägypten in spätantik-christlicher Zeit [Sprachen und Kulturen des christlichen Orients 4, 1998] 81-116, esp. 115f.
77
E. LUCIUS, Die Anfänge des Heiligenkults in der christlichen Kirche (Tübingen 1904, repr. 1966) 318ff.
78
Augustinus, de cura pro mortuis gerenda XVIII 22.
79
W. TILL (ed. and transl.), Koptische Heiligen- und Martyrerlegenden, I-II [Or.Chr.An. 102/108, 1935/
36] 168-175 (text) 175-185 (transl.).
80
In his German translation, TILL, Martyrerlegenden 179, gives the name “Schmun”, but the text (p. 17312)
itself has » Òmin «. In our first report, p. 54, we thus wrongly associated this place with Hermopolis Magna;
however, also in the ancient texts Shmīn (Panopolis) is often mixed with Shmūn (Hermopolis Magna); according to Crum, Colluthus 326 and Timm, Ägypten in arabischer Zeit IV 1989 the village Pnewit has to be identified with the still existing village Banawīt, situated ca. 20 km to the northwest of Akhmim.
75
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from references on the destruction of a pagan temple in this village in the various vitae of
Shenoute81, the famous abbot of the large 5th century monastery bearing his name at Athribis
(near the modern town Suhag)82. The other text, equally an encomium, but enriched with
several fantastic miraculous stories, is conventionally dated before AD February 861 and
was held by Isaac bishop of Antinoopolis. The latter text seems to be complete and was recently published and translated into English by S.E. Thompson83 (hereafter: Isaac-text).
Both texts agree that Colluthos received his martyrdom during the Diocletian prosecution of AD 303-311. He was beheaded at Hermopolis Magna according to the apparently
better informed Phoibammon-text under the unnamed successor of the well known Roman
governor (praeses) Arrianus after an imprisonment of three years in Oxyrhynchos84, an
event which took place at the beginning of 4th century85. Since Arrianus is testified as gover81
E. AMÉLINEAU (éd. et trad.), vie de Shenoudi, in: MMAF IV,1 (Cairo 1888) 1-91, esp. 45f.; D.N. BELL
(tr.), The life of Shenoute (Kalamazoo 1983) 83 (p. 66); E. AMÉLINEAU (éd./trad.), Vie de Schnoudi, in: Mém.
Miss.archéol. Franç. IV,1: Monument pour servir à l’histoire de l’Égypte chrétienne aux IVe et Ve siècles (Cairo
1888) 289-478, esp. 385f.; see also the general remarks in: J. LEIPOLDT, Schenute von Atripe (Leipzig 1908) 179;
and TIMM, Ägypten in arabischer Zeit IV 1987ff..
82
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 168-187; the text is composed of several different heterogeneous sections. At
first (p. 175-176) an unnamed editor gives an introduction and the very beginning of an encomium held by bishop Phoibamon of Panopolis, which contains a number of details on the life of St. Colluthos. The next piece (p.
176-177) refers to the intension of a certain Cyprianus to destroy the church of St. Colluthos which, however,
could be successfully prevented by the personal intervention of the saint, told in the third person which could be
a later but authentic part of the encomium of Phoibamon. It seems, however, against the opinion of TIMM, Ägypten
in arabischer Zeit IV 1988, that this anecdote refers to an event which took place when Colluthos was still free
before his trial in front of the Roman governor (praeses) at Shmun (Hermopolis Magna) and the following three
years lasting imprisonment at Bahnasya (Oxyrhynchos) according to the synaxarium on Bashons 25 (= May 20),
P.O. XVI 413. In the third section (p. 177-178) St. Colluthos himself describes the tortures he received from the
Arrianos. The fourth section tells the story how the sister of Colluthos send every day a servant with a she-ass to
her brother to supply him with food, which probably took place at a time when everything was still in peace and
Colluthos was the day over occupied in his ijatrei`on with curing various clients. Of the remark that “ich kam oft
zu ihr (= meiner Schwester) in die Stadt Antinou” results also that the ijatrei`on of Colluthos was not in town but
somewhere outside of Antinoopolis. The fifth section (p. 179-180) refers to a miracle performed by the saint after his death. The final sixth section (p. 180-181) which does apparently belong to another text on St. Colluthos
and refers to the childhood of the saint and the circumstances of his birth. Very different from these texts is the
so-called Coptic martyrium of St. Colluthos published with an English translation by E.A.E REYMOND-J.W.B.
BARNS, Four martyrdoms from the Pierpont Morgan Coptic codices (Oxford 1973; hereafter Reymond-Barns,
Four martyrdoms) 23-29 and 145-150 (transl.). It deals only with the trial in front of Arrianus and denies the familiar relationship of Arrianus with Colluthos and the three years imprisonment of the latter. These suggestions
are, however, outdated by the recently published fully preserved Arabic edition of the same homily of Y.N.
YOUSSEF in: BSAC 50, 2011, 123-171.
83
St.E. THOMPSON, Encomium on St. Coluthus attributed to Isaac of Antinoe, in: CSCO 545 scriptores coptici 48 (1993) 37-64 (transl.).
84
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 177-179; according to the Arabic synaxarium on Pashons 25(= May 20), PO
XVI 412f., the place of his imprisonment was in al-Bahnasa (Pemdge/Oxyrhynchos) a considerable number of
miles northward of Antinoopolis and on the other side of the river.
85
According to the Isaac-text 51f. (fol. 109 B) he was burnt alive by Arrianus himself after the three years
imprisonment. According to a text published by REYMOND-BARNS, Four martyrdoms 149 (= 92v) he was burnt
alive immediately after the trial.
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nor of Antinoopolis (praeses of the Thebais) since the year 301/286 he could have carried out
the imperial command of the prosecution from its very beginning onward, thus counted
from AD 303 onward. On the other hand, Arrianus was himself the brother87 in law of Colluthos88 and probably for that reason Arrianus did not put him to death but spared his life
and kept him in prison. After the mentioned period of three years Arrianus was apparently
transferred to another post or – if the tradition is correct – because of his own conversion
to Christianity received martyrdom also he himself and was beheaded89 which both would
then have occurred after February/March AD 307, because at that date he was still in office
at Antinoopolis as recorded in P. Grenf. II 7890. The three years imprisonment of Colluthos
can thus easily be placed until this date or even slightly after, if one does not put the date of
the process against Colluthos just at the very beginning of the prosecution. In addition according to the description of the martyrdom of Colluthos as published by Reymond–Barns
the trial in front of Arrianus took place in May 30491 which corresponds nicely with the memorial day of the saint as fixed in the Coptic synaxarium on May 20th (Bashons 25)92. Since
one should not expect that the successor of Arrianus in office who did not have any further
reason to spare the saint’s life would have carried out the execution of St. Colluthos immediately after his arrival at Antinoopolis the martyrdom of Colluthos would have taken
place at one time between the years 307-311.
Worth discussing is also the question, where one has to search for the tomb of St. Colluthos, whether it should be located in the region of Antinoopolis or at another place since
according to the mentioned note in the Arab synaxarium (Bashons 25 = May 20)93 Colluthos
received his martyrdom in the region of Oxyrhynchos the place of his imprisonment. The
existence of a memorial building, a so-called shrine or martyrium, in his name in or in the
neighbourhood of this town is, however, nowhere recorded94. Thus the logical solution
would be that after his death his mortal remains were soon transferred to Antinoopolis
where the existence of a martyrium of St. Colluthos is already confirmed by Palladios (earE. KÜHN, Antinoopolis (Diss. Leipzig 1912, Göttingen 1913) 167; further details on the carrier of Arrianus are recorded in the Coptic synaxarium on Amchir 1 (= January 26), ed. and transl. by R. BASSET, P.O. XI
759-764. Cl. VANDERSLEYEN, Chronologie des préfets d’Égypte de 284 à 395 [Coll. Latomus LV 1962] 86-90,
esp. 88, accepts, however, only the date mentiones in P.Grenf. 78, February/March 307.
87
The Phoibammon-text or perhaps the translation is here somewhat imprecise, because Komedia, the
mother of Arrianus’s wife Tatiane is declared as the sister of Colluthos instead of the sister of his father, cf. TILL,
Martyrerlegenden 179; correctly described in the Isaac-text 51.
88
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 179.
89
H. DELEHAYE, Les martyrs d’Égypte, An.Boll. 40, 1922, 5-154; 299-364, esp. 85. 102. 115. 138 with the
feast-days on December 14 and March 4; however, in his book, id. , Les origines du culte des martyres [Subsidia
Hagiographica 20, Bruxelles 1933²] he does not mention him, but he is recorded with a short biography by TH.
BAUMEISTER in: Copt.Enc. I (1991) 230 s.v. Arianus, saint, with further bibliography.
90
Quoted after Cl. VANDERSLEYEN, Chronologie des préfets d’Égypte de 284 à 395 [Coll. Latomus LV
1962] 86-90 esp. 88.
91
REYMOND-BARNS, Four martyrdoms 146 n. 3.
92
REYMOND-BARNS, Four martyrdoms 146 n. 2, give May 19th.
93
P.O. XVI 412f.
94
TIMM, Ägypten in arabischer Zeit I 287ff. and 297 note 13.
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ly fifth cent.). Palladios is the earliest author referring to St. Colluthos and describes his martyrium as a church which keeps also the relics of the saint (hist. Laus. 60). This assumption
finds further support by some surviving folios of the Phoibammon-text95 according to which
his memorial church (martyrium) where also his body was kept was situated at the ‘mountain of Antinoopolis’96 which sounds very much like a cave tomb with a memorial chapel in
the mountains to the north or east of the town where several other late Roman tombs are
identified97. Also the story of the heathen Cyprianus recorded on a papyrus of the British
Museum (BM 329) and which W. Till included into his edition of the Phoibammon-text,
refers to a martyrium of the saint in the region of Antinoopolis98 where his mortal remnants
were kept and sick people would go to be healed by him in a miraculous way. More also in
the Isaac-text is not said. From the fact, however, that a deacon of the church of the martyr’s
shrine was living in Antinoopolis one can equally deduce that the location of the Colluthos
martyrium was not fare from Antinoopolis99. In addition from another part of the Isaactext100 we learn that three priests and at least one deacon belong to the clerical staff of the
martyr’s church which points to a larger building complex than a little tomb chapel in a
nearby cemetery. Finally the Coptic sermon of Constantine, bishop of Lycopolis (6th cent.)101
on “Apa Claudius and the thieves” keeps also records of a shrine (martyrium) of St. Colluthos which according to the described circumstances was equally located in the close
neighbourhood of Antinoopolis102.
From the archaeological point of view one has also to consider the possibility that at a
certain moment the body of the saint was transferred from his burial cave to a more representative place in town, since during the excavations of the last years in the southern part of
the town of Antinoopolis a huge Christian healing centre was unearthed103. It consisted of
a large basilican church (D3) with klines along the walls and between the columns of the lateral colonnades, numerous enkoimeteria along the lateral porticoes of the later added atrium, and a richly decorated apsidal hall on the southern side of the basilica with an annexed

95

96

body”.

TILL, Martyrerlegenden 179.
The Isaac-text 51 speaks only generally of a “martyr’s shrine [which] was built for him and his holy

According to an information of James B. Heidel who recently surveyed all the rock-tombs below the
monastery of Dayr al-Hawa (north of Antinoopolis), several rock tombs have the shape of cubicula with arcosolia on three sides.
98
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 176f.; according to the recorded circumstances the event with Kyprianos took
place after the death (martyrdom) of Colluthos in his martyrium in the region of Antinoopolis.
99
Isaac-text 52f.
100
Isaac-text 57ff.
101
This bishop Constantine of Asyut lived probably around 565, because under his episcopate the body
of St. Helias of Qus was transferred to Asyut ‘after the country was laid waste’ (Drescher, Claudius, BSAC 8,
1942, 81 n. 1). This destruction can be identified with the raids of the Blemmies between the years 564 and 568
as recorded in the Papyrus Edfou IX, cf. Fr. Zucker in: Archiv f.Papyrusforschung 17 (1962) 261.
102
J. DRESCHER, Apa Claudius and the thieves, BSAC 8 (1942) 63-87 with an English translation 76-86;
references on the shrine of St. Colluthos are on pp. 76f. 84. 86.
103
At last P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis January/February 2012. Work in the church D3 and in the baptistery-chapel of the North Necropolis, Aegyptus esp. fig. 1 (in press).
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larger niche for the placement of a sarcophagus in the western annex chamber of this hall104.
This centre could have been associated only with the person of St. Colluthos because he is
the only one who gained acknowledgement as a healing saint in the town.
Some textual fragments on some other folios which Till counted as well to the same
Phoibammon-text105, however, seem to deny that the body of the saint is to be found in the
region of Antinoopolis and that instead with the support of the personal interference of Jesus Christ the body of the saint was transferred to the already mentioned village of Pnewit
in the neighbourhood of Panopolis106. The absence of the relics of St. Colluthos in Antinoopolis is also attested in one of the Arabic miracles-stories (mir. 8) of the saint as published with a French translation by U. Zanetti and according to which believers were unable
to find his tomb in Antinoopolis107. There is, however, reason to doubt, that this information
has to be taken literally. On the other hand there are indeed records of a newly built and consecrated so-called topos of the saint’s name in Pnewit. They are included in the Phoibammon-text, of which the author is the 6th century bishop Phoibammon of Panopolis108, who
is characterised in the introduction of the text as the ‘Diadochus of all Egypt’109, and who is
also recorded as having joined for six months the exile110 of the anti-Chalcedonian patriarch
Theodosios (AD 535-566) of Alexandreia111. The consecration of this new shrine of Colluthos on which occasion that encomium was held took place at a 24th Hathur112 (= Novembre 20) slightly before the middle of the 6th century under the presence of the with all probability equally anti-Chalcedonian bishop Kothha (kwqJa) of Antinoopolis.
The mentioned interference of Jesus Christ in the pretended transfer of the mortal remains of the saint to Pnewit demonstrates clearly that the situation was before different and
that the body of the saint was really kept originally in a shrine which was situated in the region of Antinoopolis. According to the mentioned participants at the consecration of the
newly built martyrium of the saint in Pnewit its erection should have taken place slightly
before the middle of the 6th century.
What did happen with the former Colluthos-martyrium in the mountain of Antinoopolis is not recorded. At least Eudocia and her husband Theognostos as mentioned in

GROSSMANN, op.cit. (as the preceding note) .
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 175f.
106
This event and the following ones are not recorded in the Isaac-text.
107
Mir. 8 (ed. ZANETTI, miracles arabes 101 No. 70).
108
TIMM, Ägypten in arabischer Zeit I 83f.; KL.A. WORP, A checklist of Bishops in Byzantine Egypt (A.D.
325- c. 750), ZPE 100, 1994, 283-318, esp. 304.
109
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 175f.
110
cf. TILL, Martyrerlegenden 176.
111
The exile of Theodosios is divided into two periods, the first one for about six months followed immediately after his election, and the second one which followed after a year and four months he spend until the end
of his life in C/ple. Taking in consideration that bishop Phoibammon joint him in his exile only for six months
appears realistic that this occurred during his first exile, because Phoibammon is not recorded as having stayed
for six months in C/ple.
112
However, under this date no consecration of a martyrium on St. Colluthos in Pnewit is commemorated in the synaxarium, see also TIMM, Ägypten in arabischer Zeit IV 1988.
104
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the Phoibammon-text did not observe any irregularity in the church of the martyrium when
they started to incubate there113. Perhaps they did not enter the church proper. Only at midnight they were informed that the body of St. Colluthos is not anymore at this place. On
the other hand Abu ’l-Makārim (early 13th cent.) knows of a monastery of St. Colluthos in
Anīna (Antinoopolis) which was told to hold the body of the saint114, but the same information he gives also for a monastery of his name near Suyūt115 (probably Ayut = ancient Lycopolis). It seems thus that in these latter places only some relics of the saint were kept.
Irritating is that a memorial church of St. Colluthos within the town of Antinoopolis
itself which we think should be identified with the huge basilica D3 in the southern part of
the town is never mentioned. All hagiographical texts speak only about a martyrium in the
mountain or are silent on the location of the church. The martyrium in the mountain could
have been, however, only a small memorial chapel beside his tomb. There are two possibilities to explain this fact: 1) all texts mentioning the martyrium in the mountain should be
dated before the body of the saint was transferred to the large memorial church D3 that is before the second half of the 5th century (date of church D3); or: 2) describing the martyrium
as being located in the mountain of Antinoopolis was a topos of the hagiographical scribes,
that they liked the idea to locate the martyrium of St. Colluthos at the mountain of Antinoopolis although his body was already transferred to the church in town which would especially concern the story of Eudocia and her husband Theognostos. Also the remark in the
Isaac-text116 that the clerical staff of the martyr’s church consists of at least three priests and
one deacon points to a larger building complex than a little tomb chapel and which probably would then have been situated in the town itself.
7. On the choice of a new Colluthos shrine in the area C1 of the North necropolis

Some of our texts describe the situation before the mortal remains of St. Colluthos
were transferred to the village of Pnewit. It is indeed tempting to relate the adventure of
Cyprianus and his companions described in the Phoibammon-text and in which a bathing
complex within the area of the shrine plays a significant role117 with the actual sixth century complex of the saint in the region of the North necropolis of Antinoopolis, but the large
number of pagan people, ca. 500 (seven times of seventy) men, Cyprianus was able to assemble and the intention to destroy the shrine of Colluthos speaks strongly against the assumption that that event could still have happened in the middle of the sixth century or even

TILL, Martyrerlegenden 179.
Abû ’l-Makârim (ed. B.T.A. EVETTS, Churches and Monasteries of Egypt attributed to Abû S≥âlih≥, the
Armenian, Oxford 1895, repr. 1969) p. 244 (=fol. 86b).
115
Abû ’l-Makârim (ed. B.T.A. EVETTS, Churches and Monasteries of Egypt attributed to Abû S≥âlih≥, the
Armenian, Oxford 1895, repr. 1969) p. 251 (= fol. 90a).
116
Isaac-text 57ff.
117
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 176f.
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later. The solution can only be that also the original martyrium of the saint at the mountain
of Antinoopolis was equally equipped with a small bathing complex outside of the church.
But, how it came that this complex which was – independently considered – only a
slightly richer tomb complex than many others and outfitted with a burial chapel of its own,
as many similar chapels are known in Egypt, could have been chosen to succeed or replace
the former now empty martyrium at the mountain? There are three possibilities to consider.
Either the representatives of the church and the administrators of the former now orphaned
shrine in the mountain were seeking themselves for a suitable succession in a more secure
area as one could find it in the region of a protected necropolis and where a new shrine could
have been built, or secondly where an already existing burial chapel would exist that could
be transformed in a way that it fits with the necessary conditions of a martyr shrine, or thirdly there existed already a suitably conditioned complex which by its own outfit attracted already by itself the attention of the seekers.
Of these three possibilities the first one has immediately to be rejected because the
complex of the area C1 was evidently not built as a martyrium of a certain saint but only for
an adequate burial place of a normal well-to-do person who could afford to include to his
burial area also a little private church. All installations in this church needed for a healing
shrine and mentioned in the sources were added later. This is especially true for the above
described recipient of consecrated water in the north pastophorium of the church (supra
chapt. 2.4.). Apart from this a complex built ex ovo for a martyrium of a saint would have
been provided also with an easy access for the believers to the relics of the saint, which in
the area C1 in the North necropolis of Antinoopolis is not the case. Thus only one of the two
further possibilities can come into consideration. May-be the existence of a church of a certain size was the decisive factor, but we do not know how many and which burial areas in
the Northern necropolis were equally outfitted with a church118. Thus it may-be or would
speak for the third possibility that our church in area C1 contained already by itself and since
its first consecration a deposit of some relics of St. Colluthos in the altar which might have
caused some unexpected miracles which were possibly witnessed by the relatives of the deceased and other assembled people at one or more memorial celebrations for the owners of
the tomb and interpreted as being caused by the saint who was believed to be present in the
relics kept in the altar119. In the same way as such a happening made the believers expecting
further miracles these events would have attracted also other people who did not have any
relations with the deceased original owners of the area C1.
Apart from these textual records assuring that the body of St. Colluthos was since
slightly before the middle of the 6th cent. not anymore present in the region of Antinoopolis,
this fact is also supported by some archaeological arguments as for example the general con-

That indeed more burial areas with individual private churches were present in the North cemetery of
Antinoopolis is recognizable in the visible remains of several until now not excavated burials.
119
Indeed the healing capacity of certain relics is often not immediately obvious, but usually noticed only
by chance, vividly described by Theopistos in his biography of the exiled patriarch Dioskoros, cf. THÉOPISTE
(qeopistos), Histoire de Dioscore, Patr. d’Alexandrie, publ.et trad. par F. Nau, in: Journal Asiatique 10. ser.
vol. 1 (1903) pp. 241-310 [= trad.], esp. 295.
118
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ditions of the actual complex of the Colluthos area itself which dates according to the pottery finds from the walls of the church to the beginning of the 6th century120. Thus for a few
decades it did already exist when the need for a new martyr shrine in the region of Antinoopolis became acute.
Still a word on the location of the original shrine of St. Colluthos. Several texts speak
of a martyrium of St. Colluthos being located beside his tomb in the mountain of Antinoopolis. There are indeed several burial caves in the mountains around the town and it is
not excludable that the tomb of St. Colluthos has been among them. During his lifetime, before his martyrium Colluthos would have had his iatreion in the town – probably in the
house of his father – where he healed the thick and with all likelihood without performing
miracles. The ability to do this occurred only later and was analogue to other examples not
immediately recognized121. The miraculous healings were connected to his body and according to the description of his life they occurred thus at his tomb where then during the following years people began to add to the probably existing mausoleum (burial chapel) the necessary installations for a healing centre.
That this healing centre of St. Colluthos had anything to do with the iatreion mentioned
in the will of a certain archiatros Flavius from 14 November 570 who administered in the
same town and as a member of the second generation a Christian nosokomeion (xenon)
which provided patients with medical care, food, and housing122 appears doubtful. The latter was with all probability an ordinary institution in the town and, may-be, even not the
only one.
8. The procedure of incubation in the shrine of St. Colluthos

According to the descriptions in several Coptic and Arabic miracles of St. Colluthos
(mir. 1. 2. 4. 5. 6. 11. 12)123 and some other textual records124 the incubants slept normally
in the church as this was often the case also in some other incubation centres125 and is nicely documented in the archaeological remains of the small early Christian sanctuary of Sidi
GROSSMANN in: Antinoupolis I, 52.
How people get stepwise aware of the healing ability of a saint is nicely described in the above mentioned vita of the at that time generally admired Dioscuros, former patriarch of Alexandreia, cf. supra note 119.
122
Papyrus (Maspero). no. 67151; cf. T.S. MILLER, The birth of the hospital in the Byzantine Empire (Baltimore/London 1997²) 48 n. 134.
123
ZANETTI, miracles arabes passim.
124
TILL, Martyrerlegenden 179; CRISAFULLI-NESBITT, miracles of St. Artemios 11, 104 (mir. 15), 158 (mir.
29), 160 and 168 (mir. 30), 210 (mir. 41); or SOPHRONE DE JÉRUSALEM, Miracles des saints Cyr et Jean (BHGI
477-479 trad. commentée par J. Gascou [Études d’archéologie et d’histoire ancienne, Paris 2006] mir. 24, 3-4;
mir. 28, 9-11; mir. 67.3-4; see also KÖTTING, Peregrinatio 207f.
125
Also the story of Apa Claudius and the thieves as recorded in the encomium of Constantine, bishop of
Asyut at some occasions the execution of incubation rites are described, cf. DRESCHER, Apa Claudius 76f. 80;
general remarks on the praxis of incubations including also remarks on the similarities with the pagan incubation
rites are given in: E. LUCIUS, Die Anfänge des Heiligenkults in der christlichen Kirche (Tübingen 1904, repr.
1966) 252ff. 299ff.; and KÖTTING, Peregrinatio 328.
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Mahmud126 near the Mediterranean coast where in the western contra-apse of this church,
apart from a number of klines in the aisles, a broad kline, suitable for two or even three persons lying side by side, was spread out directly over the tomb of an saintly, apparently highly venerated person. In our church in the North necropolis of Antinoopolis, however, the existence of similar klines could not be confirmed. Of course, incubants could have slept simply on mats laid out directly upon the floor of the church in which way no recognizable
traces would have been left. On the other hand it is, of course, possible that with the claim
of the church also the whole area of the Colluthos sanctuary was meant which would have
included the court and the attached chambers 1 to 4 in the south-eastern part of the area,
whilst staying over-night in the church proper was probably only occasionally permitted in
some obstinate cases127. But also the rooms 1 to 4 which – as being situated outside of the
church – would come most reasonably into consideration as resting and sleeping places for
the incubants and which in accordance with the pagan terminology could be claimed as
enkoimeteria no traces of inner klines are detectable so that also here one has to count with
mats which would simply have been laid down on the floor of these rooms. Real remains of
klines, however, can be recognized in the previously mentioned somewhat wider structures
of fired bricks situated along the eastern wall of room 9 (supra chapt. 5,2). They appear as
the substructure of double beds laid out in two directions in which way the raised central
part represents the head-rest for both directions.
The procedure of incubation would have been carried out according to the usual way as
it was customary also in other healing centres either Christian or pagan128, and it was even
more practised by Christians as especially among them the understanding of diseases roses as being divine punishments for certain sins instead of a naturally developed incorrect
function of one or more inner organs of the human body. The incubants took their sleep at
one of the available places in the enkoimeteria or at any other place in the area waiting that
in their dreams the saint would pass by and give either instructions including the recommendations of eventually necessary medicaments for a healing process or perform even by himself some kinds of medical treatment which would have led to a fast or an even immediate
healing of the incubant129. There was no rule how long the different clients would have to

P. GROSSMANN-F. KHORSHID, Excavation in the church at Sidi Mahmûd in 1993, in: Actes du Symposium
des Fouilles Coptes, Le Caire 7-9 Novembre 1996 (Cairo 1998) 57-66 fig. 1.
127
In the Coptic version of the miracle of the rich man (in the Coptic text he is claimed « arcwn », wrongly translated as «grand gouverneur») whose private house was entered by thieves who robbed all his valuables
while he was praying in the martyrium of St. Colluthos he and his servant received the permission to enter the
hierateion which normally signifies the sanctuary proper where only the clerics had the permission to enter, cf.
P. DEVOS, Autres miracles coptes de saint Kolouthos, An.Boll. 99 (1981) 285-301, esp. 295f. (translation from
the Coptic text), mir. 3 (in the Arabic collection, published by ZANETTI, miracles arabes 43-109, esp. 102f. (trad.)
this miracle has the no. 11).
128
According to the explanation of Lucius, Anfänge 255f., the praxis of incubation in Christian healing
centres follows in all details the examples in the earlier pagan sanctuaries of the god Asclepius and others.
129
LUCIUS, Anfänge 255f.; a full description of such a visit of a healing saint contains one of the miracles
of St. Artemius in the church of the forrunner (John the Baptist) in C/ple in the crypt of which his sarcophagus
was kept, cf. 102ff. (mir. 15).
126

278

PETER GROSSMANN

wait for the appearance of the saint in their dreams. Some clients received the expected
treatment very soon within a few days or even immediately whilst others had to wait for
years130. Many – probably the majority – did even not receive at all the visit of the saint and
returned thus disappointed to their homes131. But such cases were soon forgotten132.
The majority of incubants took probably their sleep in one of the rooms 1 to 4. As the
traces show, some of the rooms, especially rooms no. 2 and 3 – but probably all of them –
could be locked from inside. This locking possibility was apparently regarded as a very important equipment. The doors were not simply closed with the help of an ordinary lock but
could strongly be barricaded in a similar manner as the gates of a town with a movable horizontal bar and a correspondingly long channel in the wall. The saint does not need an open
door to visit the clients in their dreams, but the carefully locked doors could prevent the
eventual entering of unwanted bad spirits or demons who would disturb the visit of the saint.
Probably only when the rooms 1 to 4 were overcrowded the above mentioned klines in
the open air of the court (supra chapt. 5,2) were used. It depends also from the temperature
of the season. In certain severe cases the incubants might have got the permission (perhaps
against a valuable bribe133) to stay for a night being locked in the church134, but this does not
seem to have been the rule. According to the experiences of other incubation centres it was
even not necessary for the incubants to stay at all within the precinct of the healing centres135.
In a way strange, however, is the fact that there was no latrine in the area.
Apparently the incubants of the Colluthos centre did not receive any kind of medical
treatment or medicaments at the sanctuary except when they should drink from the consecrated water of the church which was not available elsewhere or they were ordered to take a
bath in one of the basins in the sanctuary court C2136. Apparently there was also no profes-

LUCIUS, Anfänge 257f. concerning the healing processes of the two brothers Cosmas and Damianus.
Characteristic is the remark of Diogenes of Sinope when he visited the famous sanctuary of the Cabiri
at Samothrace and his guide was praising the large number of votive tablets with inscriptions and incised drawings on successful salvations he answered that there would be even more if also the not saved persons would
have left similar records, Diog.Laert., vit.philos. 6, 59; German transl. in: G. LUCK, Die Weisheit der Hunde.
Texte der antiken Kyniker (Stuttgart 1997) 148 No. 367.
132
Sophronios in his miracle reports on the two Kyros and John does not consider them at all, cf. LUCIUS,
Anfänge 263.
133
The thieves of the shrine of Apa Claudius gave to the custodian a golden chalice which they had stolen
from the shrine of Victor the general, cf. DRESCHER, Claudius 80.
134
Miracles 17 of St. Artemius as published and translated by CRISAFULLI-NESBITT, miracles of St. Artemios 108-115, esp. 108f., records one case of a relative of a patrikios who received after bribing the hebdomarioi the permission to take his sleep in the usually knocked crypt, directly beside the coffin of the saint.
135
In the miracles of St. Artemius as published and translated by CRISAFULLI-NESBITT, miracles of St. Artemios, several examples are recorded that the healing could occur even when the patient is far away, cf. 133
(visit of the saint, when the patient was in a different hospital), 187f. (whilst the patient was at the latrine), 203
(mir. 39, healing whilst the patient was far away at the island of Plateia), 221 (affirmation that healing can be effected also when the patient is far away.
136
That water of the church could play an important role in the healing process of some severe illnesses is
attested also from other sites, even such which are not particularly recorded as healing centres, as for example
of the church of Apa Phoibammon in Western Thebes as mentioned in some Coptic documentary papyri, KRU
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sional doctor at the site. Even for the normal care of food, washing, and regular changing
the clothes etc. the clients had to care for themselves. Usually this was the business of the
wives, husbands, or children of the clients137. This explains that in some recorded miracles
of St. Colluthos the wives of the incubants were present as well in the sanctuary138. May be
that even the supply of the oil for the lamps was not organized by the centre.
Finally in several Arabic miracles of St. Colluthos a custodian of the sanctuary is mentioned139. In the story of Apa Claudius and the thieves a so-called father-custodian is mentioned as being responsible for opening and closing the church of the sanctuary of Apa
Claudius140. He was also the person who gave permission to stay over-night in the sanctuary.
Guardians with similar functions seem to have been in all the other martyr shrines ravaged
by the thieves although the text does not always specially mentione them. The title of a
“father-custodian” points further to the fact that the guardians had an at least low ecclesiastical rang. Candidates for this occupation might often have been recruited from the healed
clients141. As a nice illustration of the latter the story of the thieves of Apa Claudius ends with
the affirmation that the thieves were baptised and remained in the service of the shrine142
of the holy Apa Colluthos. A further example is recorded in mir. 7 of the Arabic Colluthos
collection. In the miracle stories of St. Artemios of Constantinopolis the persons who had
similar functions were called eJbdomarivou"143 which means that they were changed every
seven days. In the large sanctuary of Cyrus and John at Menuthis of course an oeconomus
(oijkonovmo")144 has been appointed as the responsible person with an assistant who had the
title of a notarius145. The small collection of miracles which is included in a sermon of bishop Isaac of Antinoopolis146 contains a story describing the staff of the martyr’s shrine at Antinoopolis which consist of three priests and at least one deacon, who was famous for his
nice way of reading the gospel during the liturgy and who sometimes spend also the night

91, April A.D. 781 (W.C. TILL, Die koptischen Rechtsurkunden aus Theben [Wien 1964] 170), and KRU 104,
A.D. 771/2 (Till, op.cit. 187), in which is even mentioned where the water was kept: “ich erhielt Wasser vom
heiligen Becken (louthvr), das vor dem Altar (qusiasthvrion) ist … Man goß es über mich und sofort erhörte
der Herr mein Weinen und Seufzen. Er schenkte mir die Heilung.”.
137
In the Phoibamon-text, TILL, Martyrerlegenden 179, is decribed how the aunt of Colluthos, the sister of
his father, send to him every day a she-ass with food. In the text this remark follows immediately after the description of the imprisonment of Colluthos which gives the impression that the daily supply with food occurred
when the saint was in Oxyrhychos in prison. It is, however, technically impossible to send every day a donkey
from Antinoopolis to that town. This daily food supply should have had occurred when Colluthos was the day
over in his iatreion at the margin of the town curing the sick and the poor.
138
cf. ZANETTI, miracles arabes 43-109, esp. § 44-55 (mir. 5).
139
mir. 7. 13.
140
DRESCHER, Claudius 80.
141
ZANETTI, miracles arabes § 67f. (mir. 7).
142
DRESCHER, Claudius 86.
143
CRISAFULLI-NESBITT, miracles of St. Artemios 109ff. (mir. 17).
144
mir. 8, 2; KÖTTING, Peregrinatio 208f..
145
KÖTTING, Peregrinatio 208f.
146
St.E. THOMPSON, Encomium on St. Coluthus attributed to Isaac of Antinoe, in: CSCO 545 scriptores
coptici 48 (1993) 37-64 (transl.) 57 (no. 82ff.).

280

PETER GROSSMANN

in the martyrium. Apparently this was another much larger church than the chapel in the
mountain and in which also the divine liturgy was regularly celebrated. On the other hand,
whether the guardian or supervisor was himself a doctors seems doubtful. But during the
years and probably also as a result of often talks with the incubants about their illnesses
and the ways how they were cured he might have gained some experience and knowledge
in treating certain cases of illnesses147.
Whether these guardians stayed over-night at the place does not seem to have been the
normal rule. In the described cases of the story of Apa Claudius and the thieves in which
the latter, who on the pretext of their desire for incubation, were over-night locked in the
churches of the various sanctuaries they were apparently left alone148. But it seems that there
were also exceptions. In a burglary story recorded by Paulinus of Nola (carmina XIX 452f.)
the thieves waited until the custodians went to sleep which they could have done only in the
close neighbourhood. May-be that on special occasions also the ordinary custodians remained over-night at the spot, and in the case he was married he probably would have stayed
at the site also with his family which might explain in our case the building of house 6-7 at
the Colluthos sanctuary to which later also room 8 was added. At any case, this house in
question with its several different rooms does not seem suitable as a regular resting place
for the incubants.
9. The sanctuary as a Christian oracle centre of St. Colluthos

Equally interesting is the function of the sanctuary of St. Colluthos as an oracle centre
which was invoked for helps in any kinds of decisions, advises in cases of illnesses, explanations of occasional as of divine origin understood signs etc.149. In order to receive suitable answers for their questions the petitioners delivered their requests in a written form
which contains already the answer of the saint. Hence the requests were formulated and delivered in two versions, one of them with a positive, the other with a negative answer. Both
versions should have been written on two small independent pieces of papyrus, then carefully folded150, and apparently both, for which L. Papini introduced the designation “sortes

147
In his hieroi logoi Aristides discusses most of his dreams with the chief guardian, cf. P.A. ARISTIDES,
Heilige Berichte, transl. by H.O. Schröder (Heidelberg 1986) II 35 (= page 51).
148
DRESCHER, Claudius 77. 80. Concerning the question how the thieves were able to escape from the
churches where they were knocked in, the text, ibid 81, gives the explanation that ‘they were dealing in magic’,
to which the authors adds a long discussion on magical methods, ibid 80 note 1; but magic methods would not
have been necessary at all because thieves nearly always find ways to escape from the places of their thefts before being discovered.
149
s. L. PAPINI, Due biglietti oracolari cristiani, in: M. MANFREDI (ed.), Trenta testi greci da papiri letterari e documentari (Firenze 1983) 68-70 no. 20 and 21; with vivid figs. in: ID., L’oracolo di San Colluto, in: DEL
FRANCIA BAROCAS, cent’anni dopo 100f. fig. p. 100. 101 (down left); see also S. DONADONI, Una domanda oracolare cristiana da Antinoe, Riv. degli studi orientali 29, 1954, 183-186; ID., Due testi oracolari copti, in: Synteleia
V. Arangio Ruiz (Napoli 1964) 286-289; as well as finally several until now not published new discoveries.
150
A. PAPACONSTANTINOU, Oracles chrétiens dans l’Egypte byzantine: Le témoignage des papyrus, ZPE
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sanctorum”151, had to be delivered to the church where a person in charge – probably the
priest – would select one of both versions and return it still folded to the petitioner who
would then unfold the piece which he receives back and understands it as the answer of
the saint for his request152.
We do not know the procedure according to which the person in charge of the church
selected the right version of the request to be returned to the petitioner. There is no way to
get an answer on this question. It is even possible that the person in charge for this business
took only one of the two folded versions the contents of which he surely does not know and
signifying in this way the one with the requested answer while he left the other in the hands
of the petitioner. The petitioner would then unfold the returned package and receive thus
the immediate answer for his request. But, the procedure of selecting the right one of both
versions could have been combined also with a much richer programmed procedure combined with prayers, periods of fasting etc., including an eventual depositing both packages
for a certain period on the altar of the church. Important is only the fact that always only one
petitioner could be served at the same time to avoid that the requests will be mixed. An interesting description of such a procedure is given by Anna Comnena in her Alexiad (book x,
2) when her father the Byzantine emperor Alexios I Komnenos (1081-1118) asked for a divine decision whether he should make war against the Cumans, his former allies, or not:
“All the churchmen and soldiers were summoned to an evening meeting in Santa Sophia.
The emperor himself attended and so did the Patriarch Nicolas. On two tablets Alexios wrote
the question, ‘Should I go out to attack the Cumans?; on one ‘Yes’ was added, on the other
‘No’. They were then signed and the patriarch was commanded to place them on the Holy
Table. After hymns had been sung all through the night, Nicolas went to the altar, picked up
one of the papers and brought it out. In the presence of the whole company he broke the seal
and read aloud what was written there. The emperor accepted the decision as though it derived from some divine oracle.”153. The method the patriarch Nicolas used to select the right
paper from the altar is unfortunately not recorded.
In and around the area of the Colluthos church as far as to the so-called peristyle building154 a considerable number of folded and unfolded requests written on papyrus have been
104, 1994, 281-286; D. FRANKFURTER in: L. PAPINI, Fragments of the sortes sanctorum from the shrine of St. Colluthus, in. D. FRANKFURTER (ed.), Pilgrimage and holy space in lat antique Egypt (Leiden 1998) 393-401, esp.
393-395; D. MINUTOLI, Recupero e restauro dei papyri nelle campagne di scavo 2003-2007 ad Antinoe, in: Antinoupolis I, 75-99, esp. 76ff. figs. on pp. 79-88; J.L. FOURNET, I papiri di Antinooupolis, La collezione e gli scavi
fiorentini, in: 100 anni di Istituzioni Fiorentine per la papirologia [Atti del convegno internazionale di studi
Firenze, 12-13 giugno 2008] 115-132, esp. 129ff.
151
L. PAPINI, Fragments of the sortes sanctorum from the shrine of St. Colluthus, in. D. FRANKFURTER (ed.),
Pilgrimage and holy space in lat antique Egypt (Leiden 1998) 393-401.
152
It is interesting to notice that the pagan oracle centres of late antiquity in Egypt operated exactly in the
same way, cf. J. ČERNÝ, Questions adressées aux oracles, BIFAO 35 (1935) 39-58, esp. 57f.; A. PAPACONSTANTINOU, Oracles chrétiens dans l’Egypte byzantine: Le témoignage des papyrus, ZPE 104, 1994, 281-286, esp.
281f., who calles this way of petitioning «billets couplés» with further examples.
153
Translation of E.R.A. SEWTER, The Alexiade of Anna Comnena (Penguin 1969) 297f.
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D. MINUTOLI, Recupero e restauro dei papyri nelle campagne di scavo 2003-2007 ad Antinoe, in: Antinoupolis I, esp. 76ff. and personal communication.

282

PETER GROSSMANN

found. The latter were obviously those which were returned to the petitioner who would
have read them and apparently later often have thrown away155 whilst the other ones were
probably kept in a certain recipient of the church. Unfortunately until now no pairs of requests with positive and negative answers have been found.
PETER GROSSMANN
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Pl. Ia - View from the south-west over the Colluthos area

Pl. Ib - Colluthos church (view from the west)
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Pl. IIa - Original eastern wall of the Colluthos-area (view from the east)

Pl. IIb - Cut through a buttress of the original
boundary wall of the area C1

Pl. IIc - Traces of the original entrance into area C1

285

286

PETER GROSSMANN

Pl. IIIa - North-west corner of the narthex of the Colluthos church with the attaching north wall of the area C2

Pl. IIIb - View from the west to the incubation rooms 1-3
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Pl. IVa - North wall of room 5 with stairs

Pl. IVb - High foundation above church pavement of the late surrounding wall (photograph of. D. Minutoli)
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Pl. Va - Colluthos church from the south-west

Pl. Vb - Fired bricks as foundation for the sitting benches in the church
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Pl. VIa - Western buttress of the north colonnade of the church

Pl. VIb - Northern wall with the preserved sitting bench

289

290

PETER GROSSMANN

Pl. VIIa - Northern groove for screening the triumphal arch

Pl. VIIb - Southern groove for the screen and passage to the south pastophorium
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Pl. VIIIa - Column base
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Pl. VIIIb - Corner capitel with grooves

Pl. VIIIc - Pilaster capital with
grooves for fixing the cancelli

Pl. VIIId - Two different kinds of
capitals for cancelli stipites
(view from below)
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Pl. IXa - Pavement of the altar chamber with indication of the altar place

Pl. IXb - Later installation at the north aisle of the church
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Pl. Xa - Burial chamber below the nave of the church

Pl. Xb - Entrance shaft of the burial chamber with high steps, view from the East
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Pl. XIa - Niche in the south wall of the altar
chamber

Pl. XIb - Northern wall niche in the north
pastophorium
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Pl. XIIa - Later opened door from the south
pastophorium to the first incubation room,
replacing a former wall niche of which the
beginning of the arch is still in evidence

Pl. XIIb - View from the court into the forth
incubation room showing also the corner cover of
the covering pseudo cloister vault

Pl. XIIIb - Normal view of the basin

Pl. XIIId - Outer view to the building structure of the circular lower part

Pl. XIIIa - Basin in north pastophorium with remains of the ancient cover

Pl. XIIIc - View into the circular lower part
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Pl. XIVa - Original western entrance into room no. 7

Pl. XIVb - Later cut in northern entrance into room no. 7
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Pl. XVa. Northern wall of room no. 2 with images of fighting soldiers (photo: M. Manfredi - 1968)

Pl. XVb. Pavement of ceramic tiles in room no. 4
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Pl. XVIa. View at the underground chamber below room no. 9

Pl. XVIb. Vault of the underground chamber below room no. 9
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Pl. XVIIa. Water basins in the court of area C2

Pl. XVIIb. The southern basin in detail.

