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Antinoopolis January/February 2012
Work in the Church D3 and in the Baptistery-Chapel
of the North Necropolis
The spring season of 2012 at Antinoopolis under the direction of professor Rosario Pintaudi and sponsored as in the former years by the Istituto Papirologico “G. Vitelli” at the University of Florence (Università degli Studi
di Firenze) lasted from January 21 to February 20. Members of the crew were,
beside R. Pintaudi as the head of the Mission, P. Ballet, A. Delattre, C. Fluck,
A. Graham, P. Grossmann, M.Cr. Guidotti, J. Heidel, D. Minutoli, C. Römer,
Fl. Silvano, Kr.D. Strutt, and D. Zaccaria. For the first time also two anthropologists, professor M. Borrini and his assistant dr. P.P. Mariani, from the University of Florence participated at the work. Inspector of Antiquities Fathy Awad
Ryad from Shaykh Abada joint the Mission as representative of the SCA.
1. Work in the church D3 (with re-used ionic columns)

The seasonal work began with excavations in the church D3 to clear some
remaining corners of the atrium and its connection with the church proper. At
the north-eastern corner of the atrium also the northern end of the narthex of
the church could be reached (1) (fig. 1). The narthex possessed at this end a later
added apse which as the already known equally later added apse at the southern end does not lay in the axis of the narthex but is considerably moved to the
west to give space for a passage along its eastern side (2) (fig. 1, pl. Ia). However, at the northern end only the foundation of the apse survives similar to the
case of the sequence of rooms at the northern side of the church proper in(1) See our former report: P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis January/February and October
2011. Work in the Church D3 and in the Court Building of Dayr Sumbat, «Aegyptus» 90 (2010),
pp. 183-205.
(2) At the southern end the space was used for the lower flight of steps leading up to the
galleries of the church.
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cluding also the full northern part of the atrium with its northern rooms. The
shape of this new apse is not correctly semi-circular as its southern counterpart but appears – if the foundation corresponds correctly to the shape of the
apse – to be slightly pointed to the north. The apse is broken into two sections
and it seems that the western section has moved a bit out of its original position because its connection with the western wall of the narthex does not match
well in a satisfactory manner. The western wall of the narthex is at its northern end reduced to a very thin strap backfilled with masonry of fired bricks
which probably represents a kind of repair of this part of the wall.
The existence of this apse at the northern end of the narthex makes it clear
that there was no official entrance into the church on this side. At the eastern
side of the apse only a relatively narrow space of 1.70 m width for a passage
remained free which was too narrow to serve as the official access to the church.
An official entrance should have been placed also at the axis of the narthex a
position which is occupied by the describes apse. A door might have been extant at the northern end of this corridor, but it was surely only of secondary importance. The northern outer wall of the narthex against which the apse was
leaning has been completely broken away, but it can easily be conjectured in
the flight of the remaining sections of the northern wall further to the east and
at the northern side of the atrium which both are forming a roughly straight line.
Concerning the incubation rooms along the northern wall of the atrium no
new observations were made. One can, however, say that similar to the observation at this side of the atrium also at the southern side the lower part of the
outer wall, which is faced at this level with small dressed limestone blocks, is
not bound with the partition walls between the various incubation rooms. Only
the mud-brick masonry which follows above this layer of stones was correctly
bound. One may conclude from this observation that the addition of the rooms
followed very soon the construction of the outer walls. How was the situation
on the southern side at the level of the foundations was not examined.
By closer examination of the western outer entrance side of the atrium it
was observed that the stylobate of the front colonnade does not continue until
the northern end of the wall as it was at first assumed. Already at a distance of
5.30 m to the north from the surviving column base of the front colonnade some
sections of the walls’ masonry reached higher than was originally assumed.
Consequently this observation raises the question whether the western entrance
side of the atrium which has to be understood as the main entrance of the whole
complex of the church was asymmetrically placed or that the entrance colonnade was interrupted at certain instances by pillars or even by a massive wall,
a decision which cannot be given by now.
On the other hand the mission succeeded in finding an explanation for the
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late massive concentration of limestone masonry which interrupts the western
entrance hall of the atrium (pl. Ib). At the last working day of the 2011 season
of excavation close to the eastern margin of this massive a kind of carefully built
shaft was discovered (3). Farther examination during this year brought to light
that only the two lowest courses of dressed limestone blocks survived in situ
below which a roughly rounded shaft of ordinary brick masonry followed (pl.
IIa). But traces above these two surviving courses show that at least four further courses of dressed limestone blocks did follow once, reaching thus until a
rather high level which seems to correspond to the level of use of this later limestone structure. Characteristic for this assumption is the heavily worn out surface of this upper layer of stones caused probably by walking persons upon it.
The in relation to the surviving remains of that shaft slightly higher reaching western part of the limestone massive contained in its centre a rather regularly built basin-like depression which apparently was once faced with similar dressed limestone blocks as they were used in the shaft described above.
But unfortunately only the lowest layer of the north-eastern corner did survive
in situ (pl. IIb). We were thus lucky that at least the lower edge of the facing surface was still on all sides fairly well recognizable. With this the said depression had the shape of a rectangular basin with a semi-circular ending on the
western side.
It seems thus that the whole arrangement of this later addition is a late baptistery of which the depression in the upper part represents the baptismal font
or piscina whilst the square shaft farther to the east served as the place where
after the administration of the baptism came to an end the once consecrated water could be poured in, in order to let it disappear in the earth through the porous
brick masonry of the lower part of the shaft. This latter action was necessary
to avoid any polluting to the water.
In addition a strange burial was found near the southern end of the entrance
hall of the atrium. There was a roughly constructed pedestal of sun dried bricks
(measuring 1.40 by 1.45 m) serving for a sh`ma of any kind for an underground
burial. The remarkably rough outer sides of the pedestal resulted probably from
the lost of the probably originally existing outer revetment of stone masonry (pl.
IIIa). Below this structure an underground burial of a young, approximately 19
years old woman (4) was discovered. The orientation of the pedestal and also

(3) Cf. GROSSMANN, art. cit.
(4) According to the examination of professor M. Borrini and dr. P.P. Mariani (University
of Florence).
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of the underground burial did not correspond with the orientation of the church,
and both were also far away from the generally required east-west orientation
for Christian burials (5).
The body of the woman lay about 1.30 m below the pavement of the hall.
It was not provided with a structure of any kind to keep some air above the body
or at least above the head, as they have been found in the cemeteries of Kar£ra
and al-Hiba (6) with impressive examples on painted wooden coffins (7) or in
simpler performance as recently found in the cemetery C (tomb C.T. 003) of
Dayr al-Naql™n (8). Surprisingly also no traces of any dressing of the body were
observed (9). According to the pottery finds in the pedestal of the sh`ma the
burial can be dated to the 8th-9th century (10). Pascale Ballet gave on this the following comment:

1. Podium on pavement, upper layer (24 – 01 – 2012)
Pottery could be dated from the 8th to the 9th century (may be later).
Except some typical elements of the “classical” ceramic feature in
Byzantine Antinoopolis (cooking wares, carinated large bowls with painted
decoration), the pottery is characterized by the presence of very late amphorae (late version of Late Roman Amphora 5/6, production starting during the beginning of the 7th century in the West delta), here with thick wall
and very thin ribbed “cotelage”, and of common ware derived from the
Byzantine types.

(5) According to the investigations of U. VOLP, Tod und Ritual in den christlichen Gemeinden der Antike (Supplements to «Vigiliae Christianae», vol. 65), Leiden-Boston 2002, p. 118,
this rule was not regularly observed before the end of the 4th century.
(6) H. RANKE, Koptische Friedhöfe bei Karâra (Berlin-Leipzig 1926), followed by CL.
NAUERTH, Karara und El-Hibe. Die spätantiken (’koptischen’) Funde aus den badischen
Grabungen 1913-1914 (Studien zur Archäologie und Geschichte, 15), Heidelberg 1996, p. 191
passim; and G. Fischhaber, Mumifizierung im koptischen Ägypten (Ägypten und Altes Testament, 39), Wiesbaden 1997, p. 40; similar protections for the head but of smaller sizes have been
found in the northern necropolis of Antinoopolis; a nice cover for a head made of several layers of textiles was discovered in a tomb in the burial church of Šar™na, cf. B. HUBER, Die
Grabkirche von Kom al-Ahmar bei Šaruna (Mittelägypten): Archäologie und Baugeschichte (Or.
Lov. Anal., 133), Leiden 2004, II, pp. 1081-1103, esp. p. 1092, fig. 9.
(7) NAUERTH op.cit., p. 192, pl. 36; including an example, ibid 191, on which only a re-used
roughly weaved basket was put over the head of the deceased.
(8) Cf. W. GODLEWSKI, Naqlun (Nekloni) season 2004, «PAM» 16 (2005), pp. 181-190, esp.
pp. 185f., fig. 7.
(9) Communication of R. Pintaudi.
(10) Communication of P. Ballet.
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The Late Roman Amphora 7 is always attested in this level (production
starting in the 5th century till the 10th-11th century in all Egypt).
A base of the Aswan Group White (platter), similar to a fragment found
in the «destruction debris of the church below this wall» in the church of
Colluthos (Colluthos 31), has been found. This Colluthos’ context has been
dated of the 8th century.
A fragment of glass (emailled) has been dated of the 7th-8th century by
Flora Mangano.

2. Podium on pavement, lower layer (24 – 01 – 2012)
The features of this layer are more or less the same, but less visible. The
Late Roman Amphora 7 is the main ceramic group, with some late versions
of Late Roman Amphora 5/6.
2. A tomb chapel with a baptismal font in the north necropolis of Antinoopolis

The so-called baptistery-tomb chapel is the nearest ecclesiastical building
beside the baptismal font that was discovered in October 2009 in the north
necropolis of Antinoopolis (11). The building was thus understood as the
church to which that baptistery belongs (fig. 2). The chamber with the baptismal
font (piscina) forms indeed one common building complex with the mentioned
chapel (12) (pl. IVa-b), although the latter is only a small private structure as
there are many to be found in this cemetery. The building remains on the opposite northern side of the chapel do not have any connection with the chapel.
The chapel itself is a single-aisled burial house, a so-called mausoleum
(µνηµεῖον), for the memorial ceremonies of the dead with an underground burial chamber. It has considerably thick lateral walls combined with a broad, well
built, but apparently not symmetrically placed apse. Also the lateral walls of
the chapel are not exactly parallel. Because of the thickness of the chapel’s lateral walls it was apparently covered with a barrel vault.

(11) P. GROSSMANN, E.R. O’CONNELL, Antinoopolis Oktober 2009. Vorläufiger Bericht über
die Arbeiten in der Nordnekropole, «Aegyptus» 89 (2009), pp. 277-298, esp. pp. 283f., fig. 1.
(12) This fact could be proved only in the north-western corner of the baptistery chamber
(south-western corner of the tomb chapel resp.), where the walls of the chamber are bound with
the thicker walls of the chapel without forming separating joints. At the corresponding position
at the north-eastern corner of the baptistery chamber unfortunately everything is destroyed.
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The chapel was built as usual of sun-dried mud-bricks constructed above
a two courses high socket of lime-stone rubble faced on both sides (inside and
outside) with small dressed lime-stone blocks. It is interesting to notice that in
the outer facing of the walls – especially of the apse – much better dressed
stones have been used than at the interior sides of the walls (pl. Va). Apparently
the inner sides of the walls were originally lined with plaster. Also the masonry
is of good standard with regular interchanges of stretchers and binders. Some
regularly projecting stones at the inner side of the circuit of the apse point to
the fact that the apse was interiorly decorated with a number of slightly projecting pilasters which explains at the same time also the presence of several
pilaster capitals in the destruction debris of the chapel. At the left side of the apse,
directly before the first pilaster of the mentioned kind emerges, the wall contained the print of a vertical octagonal post (fig. 2) which probably served as a
stipes to hold the end of a wooden screen. It is placed at a position that would
completely close the access to the apse including the access to the underground
burial chamber. Remains of the pavement in the naos area of the chapel survived
along the southern wall and consisted of some regularly placed lime-stone slabs
distributed in north-south running strips.
Of the entrance chamber into the chapel, as we like to interpret the room to
the west of the chapel, only the eastern beginnings of the two lateral walls could
have been unearthed so far. The position of the partition wall was indicated only
by a few dressed framing stones of the western edge of the wall, too few to be
used as a link for the reconstruction of the whole extension of the wall (pl. VIb).
In this situation it was very helpful that a big portion of the pavement of the entrance chamber was still in place, of which one can assume that the slabs were
running parallel to this wall.
At the eastern end of the south wall of the entrance chamber a door leads
out to another slightly smaller room further to the south. The high threshold,
although broken into two pieces, and the stone with the door pivot survive in
situ and are in good conditions (pl. IIIb). The southern room proper seemed
– at the first glance – to be a later addition. Indeed the remains of the southern
wall of this room are separated from the western wall of the baptismal chamber by a clearly visible joint. But concerning the functional logic of the plan of
the whole complex and since this room lies on the side from where the only
access to the baptismal chamber would have been possible it should also belong to the original arrangement. Probably the next layer of masonry which unfortunately does not exist anymore, would have proved the correct binding.
Returning to the chapel’s main chamber, roughly in the middle of this room
an underground burial chamber was discovered (pl. VIa). It consisted of a simple rectangular, once barrel vaulted chamber (pl. Vb) and was accessed from the
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eastern side via an easily usable and still well preserved stairway. Only at the
upper part of the stairway one step is missing. All steps were built of large
roughly dressed limestone blocks. The chamber itself was entirely built of fired
bricks. The construction of the vault was very strong in spite of its relatively
short span and consisted of an ordinary pitched brick vaulting constructed of
two courses of bricks. The lower course consisted of upright (radial) lying bricks
(so-called ‘rowlock course’) above which a course of flatly lying bricks in radial vaulting followed (fig. 3). In both courses only ordinary fired bricks were
used. No use was made of the specially thin and wedge-shaped vaulting bricks
with several groves scored on the large faces as they are known since the New
Kingdom (13). It is, on the other hand, interesting to notice that the lateral walls
of the burial chamber are not vertical but concavely curved to the outer sides
to match in the section with the vault of the chamber (fig. 3).
The burial chamber was filled up until the top with a considerable number
of skeletons one placed upon the other which surely was not originally intended.
The floor of the chamber consisted of a relatively well preserved cement flooring above which a layer of palm-tree boards followed, functioning as the soil
for the lowest layer of corpses. Along the lateral sides similar boards were fixed
against the side walls until a height, as they survive today, of about 0.25 m (fig.
3) forming in this way a kind of a large common coffin (pl. Vb). A number of
small iron nails with large heads discovered in the context served for fixing the
lateral wooden boards at the side walls of the chamber and had a length of ca.
0.06 m with a diameter of ca. 0.007 m.
The chamber or hall with the baptismal font was surrounded on all its four
sides with straight walls and it seems that the corners were additionally fortified at their inner sides – at least at the level of the foundations – with small
square buttresses placed into the corners (14) which points to the possibility that
the chamber was probably covered with a dome. However, apart from a few
exceptions, all the foundations of these walls survived mainly as so-called
‘ghost-walls’ leaving only the lime-strengthening at the bottoms (pl. VIIb).
Only the northern wall, which the baptismal chamber had in common with the

(13) A.J. SPENCER, Brick Architecture in Ancient Egypt, Warminster 1979, pp. 125 and 142,
fig. 90.
(14) Also at other positions the size of the foundations differs from the upper part of the
wall, as the partition wall between the tomb chapel and the baptistery hall shows, where at the
side of the chapel the foundation is 0.18 m wider.
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south wall of the burial chapel, reached at least until the floor level of the chamber. Of the entrance into the baptismal chamber nothing survives. But there are
reasons to assume that the chamber was entered from a subsidiary room in the
west as mentioned above. Of the original pavement of the chamber only in the
south-western corner some traces remain in situ.
The piscina of the baptismal chamber lay roughly in the middle of this chamber. It consisted as usual of a circular basin (piscina), sunk into the ground and
fitted with two little stairways of each four steps, with the lowest steps as usual
slightly higher, orientated in the east-western direction, the western stairs for
descending the other for ascending. From the constructive point of view it was
built entirely of fired bricks bound in lime-mortar and incrusted together with
its two stairways with thin marble slabs of Proconnesian marble. At the two
middle steps also the bronze cramps survived in situ (15). The latter served to
hold the upper ends of the vertical slabs of the stairs. But the way how they have
been fixed was not professional. The cramps were simply placed on top and
bend against the outer sides of the marble slabs that their outer ends remained
visible. The craftsmen did evidently not search for a method to hide these ends
as this for example was done in Ab™ M•n£ (16) and which explains that even
in a town as Antinoopolis there was no tradition for that kind of workmanship.
The bottom of the font consisted of a circular marble slab as we saw it during our first season of work at this site (17). Below this slab the font should be
closed with brick masonry. But, when in October 2011 we had the opportunity
of a second look at the font the round marble slab was broken and through the
bottom of the font, directly through and below the massive construction of five
courses of fired brick masonry a deep hole was cut. It is not clear whether the
latter destruction was caused by modern clandestine treasury hunters or was
done already in antiquity in which latter case the circular marble slab would
have been placed over an empty ground only resting upon some slightly projecting bricks at the sides.
At an unknown date, but not very soon after its construction the font was

(15) However stolen in the meantime.
(16) P. GROSSMANN, Abū Mīnā I. Die Gruftkirche und die Gruft (Archäol. Veröffentl., 44),
Mainz 1989, pp. 121ff., fig. 31; many different kinds of cramps have been found and published
in the imperial bath buildings of Treves (modern Trier), cf. D. KRENCKER, in D. KRENCKER, E.
KRÜGER, H. LEHMANN, H. WACHTER, Die Trierer Kaiserthermen, Abt. I. Ausgrabungsbericht
und grundsätzliche Untersuchungen römischer Thermen (Trierer Grabungen und Forschungen,
vol. I, 1), Augsburg 1929, pp. 306-319, figg. 157-158.
(17) GROSSMANN, O’CONNELL, art. cit., pp. 283f., fig. 6.
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forcible put out of function. The piscina was filled with earth and destruction
debris and over it a strong new layer of fired bricks including a cover of a hard
lime-flooring (pl. VIIa) was laid to make it inaccessible. In addition around the
place of the font a small framing wall of unknown height was erected of which
on the northern and eastern sides some fairly well recognizable remains survive. At the two other sides no traces of similar framing walls are in evidence.
But it might be the case that a western frame was not made. The northern frame
was partly bordered on its inner side by a long wooden board of palm-tree the
purpose of which we ignore.
Why this described baptismal font was made in this way inaccessible is
open to discussion (18). Problematical is already the question, what a baptismal
font has to do in a necropolis? (19) By the canones of the church baptism of
people who had already passed away was strictly forbidden (20). Even the socalled “spiritual baptism” (baptismus flaminis, or the “clinical baptism”, the
baptism of very sick persons shortly before they would have passed away) (21)
was tolerated only with difficulties. Several church fathers were against it. In
this sense to avoid conflicts with the church authorities, the pachomian monks
who had once to baptize a still not baptized but very sick monk who passed away
during the preparations, invented the story that two angels administered the
baptism – allegedly before his soul left the body – as witnessed by Pachomios
himself and his pupil Theodoros (22).

(18) Many thanks I have to express to, Elisabeth R. O’Connell, Martin Petzolt, and Cornelia Römer for fruitful contributions when discussing the subject.
(19) The baptistery in the North Necropolis of Antinoopolis is not the only example of a
baptistery in a necropolis. According to the kind information of Richard Rutherford some 30
years ago in the necropolis of the town of Anemurium (Cilicia) also a church was discovered
which equally possessed in a northern annex a baptistery which was, as R. Rutherford said, like
our example in Antinoopolis, later sealed to make it inaccessible, cf. J. RUSSEL, in M.J. MELLINK,
Archaeology in Asia Minor, «AJA» 81 (1977), pp. 289-321, esp. pp. 320f. The church to which
this baptistery belongs was even a three-aisled basilica of some size and thus the official cemetery church, not as in our case a small private chapel.
(20) Third council of Carthage in AD 397, cf. E. DINKLER, in Rel. Gesch. Geg., 6 (1962),
pp. 958, s.v. “Totentaufe”. But, according to E. Dinkler, this decision was not undisputed. Still
at the beginning of the 6th century, bishop Fulgentius (467-533) of Ruspe (North Africa) needed
to explain the illegitimacy of baptizing the dead, PL, 65, col. 379f. and 388.
(21) As the name “clinical”, being derived from Greek κλίνη (= bed), already says this
baptism took place without special ceremonies when the sick person was still in bed, cf. F.L.
CROSS (ed.), Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, London 1958, pp. 124-127, esp. p. 128.
(22) E. AMÉLINEAU (ed./trad.), Vie de Pakhôme, Texte arabe, in ID., Monuments pour servir
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It might thus have been possible that some priests of the well established
churches, chalcedonians as well as anti-chalcedonians, disobeyed this rule so
that some higher authorities of the church when they got knowledge of this forbidden praxis took methods to make the font inaccessible. At least the many
repetitions of that ecclesiastical command supports the view that indeed from
time to time such forbidden baptisms were secretly administered. But against
such an assumption speaks the fact that our baptistery in the cemetery of Antinoopolis was not a secret structure hidden somewhere at the margins of the
necropolis but was a well recognizable building. The community to which the
baptistery belongs should thus have been – at least for a while – tolerated by
the orthodox majority of the tomb-owners in the necropolis. But this did not
last forever. Considering the conditions how during the excavation process the
baptistery and the attached burial chapel were found as being completely destroyed until the foundations while all the neighbouring mausolea were left intact demonstrates that the probably heretical community to which that baptistery belongs, was apparently a well hated part of the population of the town.
Only the sect of the Marcionites are reputed to baptise in certain cases also
freshly passed away men or women when they declared that they are willing to
be baptised, but these Marcionites had according to the opinio communis lost
their influence in Egypt already during the course of the 4th century (23). So
it should be impossible to imagine the existence of an even small Marcionite
community during the 5th-6th century in Antinoopolis, the period in which the
chapel with the baptistery has to be dated. However, keeping in mind that this
date is only the result of a modern combination of certain facts, not based on
direct information from the past it does not seem impossible that the date of their
disappearance from Egypt is estimated too early or concerns only the majority
of them. It seems thus not to be excludable that of the sect of the Marcionites
who by the second half of the 4th century did loose all their influences in Egypt
(24) in Antinoopolis still a few members survived until the early sixth century.
The performance of baptisms of the dead in that font in the necropolis of
Antinoopolis appears to be rather difficult. On the other hand the font itself,
de l’histoire de l’Égypte chrétienne au IVe siècle (Ann. du Musée Guimet, 17), Paris 1889, pp.
337-711, esp. pp. 461f. «… et pendant qu’ils parlaient ainsi entre eux, avant que le frère malade
ne remît son âme, les yeux de Pakhôme et de Théodore s’ouvrirent; ils virent les Anges qui le
baptisaient en secret, avant qu’il ne sortìt du corps».
(23) A.V. HARNACK, Marcion. Das Evangelium vom fremden Gott, Darmstadt 19602, p. 157;
(H.) LIETZMANN, RE, XVI (1930), col. 1849-1852, s.v. “Markion”.
(24) HARNACK, op. cit., p. 157.
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because of its design with two rather narrow stairways, seems that it has been
built in the first place for the use of living persons who could go down and up
the stairs of the font by themselves. In Apostolic times there existed at Corinth
the custom, as recorded by the Apostle Paulos , «Else what shall they do which
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are then baptized for
the dead?» (I Cor. XV 29) (25), that in the case of a catechumen who died before the baptism could have been performed somebody else could have been
baptised instead of him hoping, of course, that the sacramental action would
also have its effect in the other world upon the person who has died (26). This
so-called “vicarious baptism” was, however, later not accepted by the Catholic
church (27), but nevertheless in certain heretical circles it was still practised.
Best known are indeed the already mentioned Marcionites as recorded by
Epiphanios of Salamis in his Panarion (28), as well as by John Chrysostomos
in his Sermon on I Cor. XV 29 (29). Thus returning to our baptismal font in
the North necropolis of Antinoopolis the other person mentioned above would
go down into the baptismal font to receive baptism instead of the already dead
catechumen who – may be even intentionally – failed to have been baptised in
due time while his body was probably lying close by (30).
(25) W. HENRY, DACL II (1925), col. 380-382, s.v. “Le baptême des morts”.
(26) Quoted from J.M. CREED, Enc.Brit., III, Chicago-London-Toronto 1948, pp. 82-86,
esp. p. 83.
(27) Shortly discussed by E. DINKLER, art. cit.
(28) The procedure is described especially by EPIPHANIOS of Salamis in his Panarion,
book I sect. 42, 3, English translation by F. WILLIAMS, Nag Hammadi Studies, vol. XXXV, Leiden-New York-Köln 1987, p. 210; but since Epiphanios himself confesses that he has this
knowledge only from hearsay, ibid., sect. 42, 3,6 (Engl. transl., ibid., p. 274), one should be careful, see also HARNACK, op.cit., pp. 175f.
(29) John Chrysostomos who mentions very often the sect of the Marcionits gives in his
homily on I Cor. XV, 29, a detailed description of the procedure: «If a catechumen dies they [the
Marcionits] hide a living person below the bed of the deceased. Then they [the Marcionits] go
to the dead, talk with him and ask him whether he wants to be baptized. Because the deceased
does not answer the one who is hiding himself below his bed says that he wants to be baptized
and so they baptize him instead of the deceased just as they would play in a theatre». The original Greek text of John Chrysostomos is published also in HARNACK, op. cit., Beilage VI, pp.
367*f., a German translation is given by V. THALHOFER in Bibl. d. Kirchenväter V, Kempten
1881, p. 40, Homilie 29,1 (= pp. 711f.). The whole procedure could have been administered in
the house of the deceased, but without difficulties also in a cemetery. In the latter case the
deceased could have been laid down beside the baptismal font whilst the substitute descends
down to the font to be baptized instead of him.
(30) Chrysostomos describes here the full ceremony of the “vicarious baptism” which
would have been carried out a few days later with the probably presence of several guests and
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3. Investigations in the chapel of Theodosia

During the execution of some repairs in the chapel of Theodosia in the sanctuary of that chapel a number of modern floor tiles of limestone were removed
below which a relatively complicated structure of mud-brick masonry emerged
(fig. 4, pl. IXa). Especially an older apsidal building came to light. Of the apse
unfortunately only the right side with the beginning of the apsidal curve survives. The remains give an idea about the exact positions of the corpses mentioned by E. Breccia in his description of the chapel (31). The place for the
mummy of Theodosia was just cut into the southern side of the visible mudbrick structure (32). The bracing wooden board for the mummy was still in place
(pl. VIIIb) showing its wrong orientation with the head pointing to the east (33).
Four other corpses were laid in a north-south direction described by Breccia:
«Difatti il pavimento ricopriva una larga fossa nella quale giacevano quattro
cadaveri in due file sovrapposte affiancati a coppia …» (34) and seem to have
been placed exactly below the above mentioned apse of which unfortunately
only one side survives.
The northern wall of the actual chapel with the walled-up hatch seems to
have been originally a door which was later walled up. This wall with an upper niche closing the doorway stands on floor level without any foundation (pl.
VIIIa).
4. Repairs and new observations in a burial complex at kôm 1 east

In 1966 Manfredo Manfredi excavated in the area of the so-called “Kôm

in combination with the following funeral. More logical it would have been that the dead would
have been baptized when he was still in his house with the ordinary rite of the “clinical baptism”
(baptismus flaminis) with treating the dead with simply getting them sprinkled with water without any additional ceremonies.
(31) E. BRECCIA, Le prime ricerche italiane ad Antinoe, «Aegyptus» 18 (1938), pp. 285310, esp. pp. 294ff. and 302ff.; see also M. SALMI, I dipinti paleocristiani di Antinoe, «Scritti
dedicati alla memoria di Ippolito Rosellini», Florence 1945, pp. 160-169, esp. p. 161, fig. d.
(32) BRECCIA, art. cit., p. 303.
(33) According to U. VOLP, op. cit., p. 118, the rules for the orientation of the to be buried
corpses became customary only since the late 4th century but became never a strictly observed
practice.
(34) BRECCIA op.cit., p. 303.

ANTINOOPOLIS JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012

93

1 east” (as nominated by M. Manfredi) a small burial compound (35) (pl. Xb)
which was never accurately published (36). In spring 2011 the site was also victim of a greater destructive action of the people from the modern village of
Shaykh Abada which covers the marginal region along the river of the ancient
town of Antinoopolis. During our following restoration process the chapel and
the attached chambers could be re-examined (fig. 5).
The complex consists of a rectangular, north-south orientated area with several rooms to be entered from the south. At the far northern end there is also a
typical burial chapel. This burial chapel is an ordinary single-aisled apsidal
building, but had below its floor and between the foundations of the lateral
outer walls three lengthways following strips of small and narrow burial pits
(pl. IXb) distributed in a generally symmetrical arrangement, obviously prepared
already in advance before the floor was laid. The floor itself which might have
been consisted of sawn limestone slabs has been robbed as in the other rooms
of the complex unfortunately without leaving traces.
The rooms that were attached against the southern side of this chapel (pl.
Xb) belong to two different building phases. The earlier arrangement which was
clearly bound with the chapel and was thus contemporary with it consisted of
a broad southern entrance hall followed by a kind of reduced peristyle with an
U-shaped arrangement of the surrounding colonnaded porticoes leaning against
the northern chapel. A sequence of three column bases in the north, running parallel to the southern wall of the chapel framed a northern portico. The foundation of another base positioned slightly further to the south from the first column in the west marks the beginning of a western portico. Very important for
the understanding of the whole situation was also the discovery of another
square foundation block of a further column at a corresponding position at the
eastern end. During the second phase this column was surrendered and a new
wall was built upon it (pl. Xa). This makes it clear that during the first phase
nearly the whole area to the south of the burial chapel was occupied by a peristyle serving probably as an assembly place for the celebration of the custom-

(35) Shortly mentioned by M. MANFREDI, Scavi in Egitto (II), «Atene e Roma» n.s. 11
(1966), Cronache, pp. 188-192, esp. p. 191; concerning its topographical situation see A. PERICOLI, Antinoe – Progetto di carta alla scala 1:2000, appendix on M. MANFREDI, Ricerche papirologiche in Egitto (1964-1975), «Quaderni ‘La ricerca scientifica’» 100 (1978), vol. I, pp. 291310, esp. pp. 307-309, fig. 9.
(36) M. MANFREDI, G. MENCI, L. PESI, La ‘nuova’ collezione archeologica dell’Istituto Papirologico “G. Vitelli”: dallo scavo al museo, «Proceedings 24th Int.Congr. of Papyrology
Helsinki, 1-7 August, 2004», vol. II, pp. 626f., pl. 26a.
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ary memorial meals, the so-called refrigerium, for the deceased. Strangely
enough, however, the two lateral porticoes on the eastern and western sides of
the peristyle seem to be incomplete. One would expect a further pair of columns
situated closer to the southern entrance wall of the peristyle.
During a second period the mentioned peristyle to the south of the chapel
was subdivided into two sections. The larger western section had at its northern end a direct access to the burial chapel. It begins in the south with a small
ante-chamber, followed by a short broad corridor along the western outer wall
of the compound and a two-aisled hall in front of the chapel. The latter derived
from the northern portico of the earlier peristyle. The smaller new eastern section was accessible through a door in the eastern wall of the mentioned antechamber, which led after a turn to the left through a large and richly outfitted
opening with flanking columns into a little square chamber (pl. Xb) which served
as a replacement of the former peristyle being used for the celebration of the
customary memorial meals for the deceased.
PETER GROSSMANN

Addendum

Many of the described results of the excavation, however, cannot be verified anymore in the field due to several unauthorized clandestine diggings and pure actions
of vandalism preferably concentrated on the newly investigated structures, which were
carried out by the local population after the departure of the mission which could not
be prevented by the one local guardsman appointed for the protection of the site by
the government.

Fig. 1 - Church D3 (with re-used ionic columns) general plan.
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Fig. 2 - Baptistery chapel and hall with baptismal font in the north cemetery of Antinoopolis.

Fig. 4 - Brick structures below the floor of the chapel of Theodosia.

Fig. 3 - Section through the burial chamber of the baptistery chapel
(looking west).
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Fig. 5 - Plan of a burial compound at kôm 1 east in the north cemetery of Antinoopolis.
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Pl. Ia - Apse at the northern end of the narthex of church D3.

Pl. Ib - Limestone massive in the entrance hall into the atrium of the church D3
(looking to the west).
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Pl. IIa - Clearance shaft in the limestone massive.

Pl. IIb - Traces of the rectangular basin in the limestone massive.
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Pl. IIIa - Podium at the southern end of the entrance hall into the atrium of the church D3.

Pl. IIIb - Door with threshold and door pivot between the western entrance of the baptismal
chapel to the western chamber of the baptismal hall.
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Pl. IVa - General view on the baptistery chapel and the baptismal hall.

Pl. IVb - The baptistery chapel (view from the west).
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Pl. Va - Remains of the apse of the baptistery chapel.

Pl. Vb - View into the burial chamber of the baptistery chapel with rests of the wooden
common coffin which occupied the whole size of the burial chamber.
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Pl. VIa - The burial chamber of the baptistery chapel (looking from the west).
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Pl. VIb - View on the connection corner of the baptistery chapel with the baptismal hall.
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Pl. VIIa - Filling of the baptismal font and its coverage with strong cement flooring upon
a substratum of fired bricks.

Pl. VIIb - General view on the baptismal hall from the west.
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Pl. VIIIa - Building remains below the northern side of the sanctuary of the Theodosia chapel.

Pl. VIIIb - Mud-brick structures with the remains of the mummy of Theodosia below the
floor of the sanctuary of the Theodosia chapel.
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Pl. IXa - Remains of an earlier burial chapel with an apse below the pavement
of the sanctuary of the Theodosia chapel.
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Pl. IXb - Chapel in kôm 1 east with three lengthways following strips of small and
narrow burial pits below the floor.
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Pl. Xa - Burial compound in kôm 1 east with the foundation for a column of the first
phase below a wall of the second phase.

Pl. Xb - General view from the south on the burial compound in kôm 1 east.
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Antinoopolis October/November 2012
Work in the Church at the Eastern Gate
and at the Supposed Praetorium
The autumn season of 2012 at Antinoopolis under the direction of professor Rosario Pintaudi and sponsored as in the former years by the Istituto
Papirologico “G. Vitelli” at the University of Florence (Università degli Studi
di Firenze) lasted from October 10 to November 2. Members of the crew were,
beside R. Pintaudi as the head of the Mission, M. Borrini, P. Castellucci, M.
Coppola, P. Grossmann, M.Cr. Guidotti, J. Heidel, J. Marchand, P.P. Mariani,
D. Minutoli, G. Roccati, Fl. Silvano. The Inspectors of Antiquities Fathy Awad
Ryad and Mohamad Fakhry (both from Shaykh Abada) as well as Helal Hennis (from Dayr Abu Hinnis) joint the Mission as representatives of the SCA.
When returning to the work at Antinoopolis in October 2012 the site was
found in terrible conditions. Probably as the reaction of the discovery of a few
papyri by some unauthorised sabbakhin apparently plenty of people of the
inhabitants of the village of Shaykh Abada hoped to be equally lucky and hence
hundreds of people were digging day and night turning in this way the whole
area into a robbery field (1). Smaller and larger holes were everywhere, especially in the newly excavated areas and preferably below intact sections of
pavements. They even were not ashamed to pull down newly restored walls
either for pure vandalism or because of their believe that some treasures would
have been hidden behind and below them.
1. Activities around the church beside the eastern gate
1.1. Further examination of the so-called chiostro

During the work of Sergio Donadoni at the church beside the assumed
eastern gate of Antinoopolis he carried out also some cleansing in the area to
(1) Some villagers who witnessed these activities spoke about more than hundred people.

112

PETER GROSSMANN

the north of the church where he discovered a large court flanked on its two
longitudinal sides with two large colonnaded porticoes. As a complex attached
to a church it received the designation “chiostro” (2). During the actual activities the Mission succeeded to unearth the northern portico nearly until its final
extend. It was, however, noticed that the northern outer wall was considerably
larger than was originally estimated. Secondly the thick layer of lime below
the pavement and all the walls (3) came at this wall definitively to an end (pl.
1a); and thirdly this northern wall continued farther to the east than was originally expected. Thus the partly still existing eastern wall which was excavated
already during the work of S. Donadoni did not form the eastern end of the
court. Apparently a sequence of further rooms followed at this side.
In addition farther to the north some very interesting new installations
emerged. A new paved area, apparently younger than the chiostro and without any underneath lying lime-layer (pl. Ib.), was partly unearthed which
contained also a new eastern wall that was situated about 2.66 m farther to the
east than the already known eastern wall of the chiostro.
But what is even more interesting, at a certain distance from the eastern
and southern walls of this new area the foundation of a typical corner pillar
came to light which at this position could mark only the south-eastern corner of
a new peristyle surrounded at its eastern and southern sides with roofed porticoes measuring to the south: 3.24, and to the east: 3.70 m. The roof of these
porticoes rested probably on colonnades which, however, were in the unearthed
area not anymore in place.
At the western end the chiostro is fading out. No traces of a western limit
are in evidence. The remains were probably destroyed by A. Gayet when he
discovered the huge Roman granite columns. But as G. Uggeri already
observed (4) the intercolumniar space between the third and fourth column
base (counting from the west, or according to Uggeri who counts them from
the east as the thirteenth and fourteenth columns) of the northern colonnade
of the chiostro was walled up by an L-shaped pillar with a broad but flat south-

(2) G. UGGERI, La chiesa paleocristiana presso la porta orientale, in S. DONADONI et al.,
Antinoe (1965-1968). Missione Archeologica in Egitto dell’Università di Roma, Rome 1974, pp.
37-67, esp. 37.
(3) On this layer of lime see P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis October 2010. On the Church
beside the Eastern gate, «Aegyptus» 90 (2010), pp. 165-181.
(4) G. UGGERI, op.cit., p. 49, fig. 14, pl. 23,1.
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wardly projecting base (5) of a strong engaged pilaster (pl. IIa). Since this base
was constructed of re-used blocks of nummulithic limestone this engaged
pilaster had its main decorated face on the south-eastern side while its southwestern side was undecorated and is broken away. As the situation shows there
is no space for a further decorated block. The whole L-shaped pillar points to
the former existence of a kind of barrier which divided the central nave of the
chiostro into at least two sections. By the way how this pillar stands upon the
pavement and its masonry covers partly the bases of the two columns it appears
that this L-shaped pillar is not contemporary with the columns, but was added
at a certain later occasion (6). The corresponding probably symmetrically
shaped pillar at the southern side should directly follow to the west of the last
surviving column base of the southern colonnade. That this position is not
perpendicular to the flight of the colonnades did apparently not disturb the
builders. Unfortunately no traces survive which could give an idea how this
barrier was formed in detail with a row of pillars or columns or with even keeping a massive wall as Uggeri assumed (7) with only at certain instances some
probably arched passages for the users of this place.
Because of the differently treated sides of the engaged pilaster it is doubtful that this barrier divided the chiostro into two sections of approximately
equal length. In such a case the projecting pilaster-base should extend from the
middle of that pillar not from its western end and should also have been equally
decorated on both sides. As the piece looks now there is, however, a clear difference between the eastern main view side (“façade” side) and the western rear
side.
What was the function of this chiostro we do not know. Perhaps it served
as a kind of secondary market place for the local farmers of the neighbourhood,
to avoid that they are entering with their goods too deeply into the town. Interestingly many of the intercolumniar spaces were screened as it appears in the
later engraved slots in the pavement (pl. IIb). The traces of them are everywhere
different. It seems that they were to enclose certain areas which might be suitable for certain businesses.

(5) In the plan of G. UGGERI, op.cit., fig. 14a, it is drawn erroneously with a square groundplan.
(6) G. UGGERI, op.cit., p. 49, however, understood this wall as being contemporary with
the colonnades.
(7) Ibidem.
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1.2. Work in the crypt of the church beside the eastern gate

One of the remaining questions of the crypt of the church beside the supposed eastern gate of the town, at the far eastern end of the decumanus was
the correct shape of the flat alcove-like eastern exedra (8) of the crypt (figg.
1-2). It was flanked on both sides with two frontally placed, flat and carefully
chiselled pilasters which underline its importance. Of the two pilasters their
bases imitating both an attic profile and large portions of the shafts remained
in situ. Of the capitals unfortunately nothing could be found. The Italian mission who was working at the site in 1966 and discovered the crypt replaced the
missing capitals by ordinary pilaster bases (9). But this could have been only
a temporary solution.
G. Uggeri who published a detailed study on this crypt and its decoration
observed already that this exedra possessed roughly in the middle of its eastern rear wall a further narrow eastern extension (10). Because of the fact that
the plane surface of the eastern rear wall of this extension continued downwardly until the general floor level of the crypt he believed that the whole
further extension would have reached down until the ground and it was then
also restored in this way. But contrary to the plane rear wall, however, the two
sides of this extension (right and left) are not plane. The masonry of the sides
extends with every stone course slightly further into the assumed space of that
extension which does not confirm well with the idea of a spatial extension of
the chamber. In addition in the frontal zone of this extension (the rear wall of
the exedra) there are at 0.77 m above floor level some very clear indications
for the existence of a once horizontally placed thick wooden beam (11) (measuring 0.08 by 0.10 m) which, if it had any technical or constructive function
within the structure of the building (12), should not be interrupted in the mid-

(8) Named “absidiola” by G. UGGERI, op.cit., p. 43.
(9) The following description is based on earlier personal records and sketches without correct measurements of which the latter could not be re-done because during the last years the
niche was completely destroyed by antiquities robbers because they imagined to find behind
these walls some hidden treasures.
(10) G. UGGERI, op.cit., p. 43, fig. 14.
(11) According to the published photographs, at the time of the first excavation also the
right (southern) side was intact as well, see G. UGGERI, op.cit., pp. 42f., pl. 20, 2.
(12) According to our understanding this wooden beam served because of its natural
resistance of wooden material against tensile strain for keeping the two sides of the alcovelike exedra together.
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dle. This should even specially be avoided because both sides of the exedra
were hold together only by the rather weak wall of thin upright standing blocks
of stone at the rear side of the described extension and which would indeed
need some additional support for which purpose a wooden beam with its natural capacity of strength in resisting against any kind of tensile strain would
indeed be the most suitable building material. There is thus to ask whether the
plane surface of the rear wall of that extension fulfilled some other functions
in the building process of the crypt.
On the other hand at 0.97 m above floor level the rear wall of the eastern
extension of the said exedra shows a clearly noticeable horizontal wedge-like
engraving with a perfectly straight lower edge which looks very much like the
support for a horizontal board and which might have functioned as the sill of
the niche expected at this position. The board proper consisted probably of
marble and it seems not excludable that it could also be removed to open the
access to a small compartment below the marble slab. Such a lower shelf which
was closable from above and the access of which would be in the known of
only a few informed insiders, could have been used for depositing some relics
from where under certain conditions they could temporarily also be taken out
again (13).
More cannot be said at the moment. Not understandable for us are the two
small rectangular projections at the two rear corners of the niche. Modern
treasure hunters destroyed big portions of the setting of this niche which at the
moment of its discovery was relatively well preserved. But because of this robbery action the few now remaining stones of the niche still in situ give only a
rough idea of the shape of this niche. Fragments of a pair of two small and
well preserved engaged columns (pl. IIIa-f) which were found in the debris
within the crypt (14) and which we originally believed that they would belong
to that niche in the rear wall of the exedra, could however not be used for the
reconstruction. They were much too big. But, since the majority of fragments
of these two columns have been found in this crypt or in its near neighbourhood they should come from the eastern part of the church and might originate

(13) Finally, permanently fixed without the possibility of being removed are the relics
only in combination with the altars of churches, cf. J. BRAUN, Der christliche Altar in seiner
geschichtlichen Entwicklung I, München 1924, pp. 601ff.
(14) They were apparently assembled by the Italian mission of 1966 in the small chamber
below the southern stairway.
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from a niche at the eastern climax of the church’s apse from where they had
fallen down when the wooden ceiling of the crypt collapsed.
If one estimates the height of the niche as corresponding to two courses of
stones and adds on top a decorative niche-head, either curved or shaped as a
small tympanon, similar for example to the piece that has been found by S.
Donadoni in 1966 (pl. IIIf), we would just reach to a height which would leave
sufficient space on top for placing a barrel vault above the exedra and over the
crypt itself a still higher raising flat ceiling carried on horizontal wooden
rafters. For a barrel vault over the crypt, as G. Uggeri suggested (15), however,
no sufficient space exists (16).
Whether the described marble slab at the sill of the eastern niche should
be understood in the same time also as the mensa of a symbolic altar making
the niche thus fit for the administration of the Eucharistic liturgy we do not
know, but this appears at least doubtful. It is even questionable whether a niche
in the wall could have ever function as a true altar. In his two large books on the
Christian altar which contain together nearly 1500 pages (17) J. Braun does
not mention any example neither does he discuss the question whether the use
of such “altar niches” were altogether permitted by the rules of the church.
Concerning our case the niche in the eastern wall of the exedra is simply too
small to serve as the mensa of the substitute of an altar. With more reason this
niche has to be understood as a normal prayer-niche. And concerning its function, one could have kept a vessel in it with freshly consecrated water to be
distributed among the believers after the liturgy. May-be it was also the place
where eulogia were distributed among the people. At any case, the whole
eastern exedra of the crypt could have been closed by cancelli as said at the
beginning of this chapter to avoid that everybody could enter into this place.

(15) Cf. G. UGGERI, op.cit., p. 44.
(16) Unfortunately G. Uggeri did not care for drawing a section through the crypt and to
restore at least in a drawing the missing elements of the crypt. Because of the low difference of
the level between the level of the crypt and the level of the church the ceiling of the crypt can
consist only of a horizontal roofing supported by wooden beams. In the case of a flat barrel vault
over the exedra a special stereometric opening in the vault over the main chamber (in German
“Stichkappe”) would be needed in order to unite the vault over the exedra with it, because if the
vault over the exedra would have been placed below the starting level of the vault over the main
chamber as it would be the case under normal conditions there would not remain sufficient space
below the floor level of the church.
(17) J. BRAUN, Der christliche Altar in seiner geschichtlichen Entwicklung I-II, München
1924.
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Another problem is the northern end of the crypt. The plan of Uggeri (18)
shows at this position to the left (west) of the lower end of the stairway a narrow recess in the wall for which we did not find any evidence when we reexamined the site a couple of years later. We saw only the projecting corner
buttress at the western end of the wall while of the following rectangular buttress (shaded in fig. 1) to the right (east) of that niche nothing could be seen.
According to the observations of G. Uggeri this buttress is of later origin
(19) «è posteriore» which he unfortunately did not make clear in his plan. It
explains, however, the difference of our observation. Uggeri even observed that
the wall behind this buttress was plastered, so a clear joint separated this buttress from the wall. Apparently this said buttress did collapse in the meantime.
Its function is easily to explain. With all probability it served to support a little
arch over the last two steps of the northern stairway leading down to the crypt
which itself has to carry the northern side-wall of the presumed fore-choir of
the church (20). It seems that originally a wider arch was planned resting at the
western end on the just mentioned corner buttress which, however, turned out
to be not strong enough for this additional load. This could have been realized
already during the building process, or forcible after the eventual collapse of
this arch.
2. A test trench at the supposed praetorium

To locate the praetorium, the residence and office of the civil governor
of the Lower Thebais who had his seat in Antinoopolis (21) and hold in late
antiquity the title of a praeses, is in this vast field of ruins of the town not an
easy job. There are no rules where such buildings should be located in the
towns and how they could be identified. At the south-western margin of the
insula that forms the corner of the cardo and the supposed decumanus and
which is now covered in large extend by a very tall hill of vast from neighbouring lime and pottery kilns, several classical building elements as classical

(18) G. UGGERI, op.cit., pp. 43f., fig. 14, supported also by pl. 20,1.
(19) G. UGGERI, op.cit., p. 44.
(20) See our report of Antinoopolis October 2010…, cit., fig. 3A.
(21) E. KÜHN, Antinoopolis (Diss. Leipzig 1912), Göttingen 1913, pp. 75f. understood the
‘Praetorium’, as mentioned in P.Straßb. Archiv IV 116 col. I 13 (quoted after Kühn), as a building for the accommodation of high government officials on official journeys.
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bases, fluted column shafts, cornices etc. of relatively large sizes lying on the
ground could indicate the position of a larger public building and was thus
chosen during this season as a complex which should be examined.
Work began at two large attic column bases on the eastern side of the
described insula facing the cardo from the west (pl. IVb). They probably
belonged to a large tribelon which seemed to form a part of a prothyron which
gave access to the interior of the palace. Both bases were partly covered with
debris but stand obviously in situ. Deep large grooves for fixing some wooden
cancelli support this interpretation. To complete this structure two principally
square pillars should be conjectured at both ends. To the west of the columns
a relatively wide field of a well preserved late antique pavement was discovered (fig. 3). The slabs proper were of equal width 0.55/0.56 m and had a
thickness of more than 0.05 m. Strangely enough the individual strips did not
run perpendicularly to the axis of the columns.
The preserved western margin of this pavement is not sharp but frayed out.
Here a north-south running wall should have been extant with a door in the
middle forming the entrance into the building. A test trench to find at least some
remains of the foundation, probably built of fired bricks, did not bring any success. Also the trial trenches, to find deeper in the ground some remains of the
two pillars at the ends of the tribelon were equally without any positive result.
An at least satisfactory result was, however, gained when examining the
foundations of the columns. They were not placed upon a continuously running stylobate, as this should have been the usual case, but both bases possessed
individual foundations. The southern base stands on a foundation of two reused blocks of nummulithic limestone, measuring 0.41 m (up) and 0.36 m
(down), in total 0.77 m. Apart from this both bases are interestingly not placed
centrally upon their foundations but set directly along the eastern edge of the
foundation.
In addition at a distance of only 0.04 m below the bottom of the lower
stone, and thus 0.81 m below the pavement of the prothyron the surface of a
perfectly preserved marble pavement was reached which obviously belonged
to an earlier building phase. Unfortunately no further traces of this pavement
could be found. At the place of the supposed position of the southern pillar of
the entrance tribelon only a layer of very dry and dusty violet bedding mortar
of such a pavement came to light and the same was the case to the west of the
supposed entrance wall of the building.
This marble floor belonged surely to an earlier building phase. It does
even not seem excludable that it belongs to the first building generation after
the foundation of the town in AD 130 by the Emperor Hadrian. It could have
been one of the first public buildings in the town. The two column bases and
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the attached pavement bear, however, traces of late antique workmanship. But
it seems that it served the same purpose as a public building as the lower one.
What could have been the reason to an apparently total rebuilding of that
surely fine original structure? Of course it could have been worn out during
the time, but it could have been also destroyed for any reason. From historical
sources we know that at the time of the emperor Diocletian, during the last
decade of the third century two insurrections in AD 292 and 296 took place,
both initiated by a certain Achilleus (22). Because these insurrections were
turned directly against the Roman government, particularly Roman governmental installations were in danger and became direct targets for destruction.
There are, however, no historical records of such destructions at Antinoopolis.
So that our assumption can have only the value of a vague hypothesis.
PETER GROSSMANN

(22) W. KUBITSCHEK, Zur Geschichte des Usurpators Achilleus (Sitzungsberichte der Akad.
Wien, 208,1) Wien 1928; sowie P.Oxy I 43.

120

PETER GROSSMANN

Fig. 1 - Plan of the crypt of the eastern church.

Fig. 2 - Section north/south of the crypt of the eastern church, looking east.
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Fig. 3 - Frontal column bases and pavement of the prothyron of the assumed praefectoriums.
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Pl. Ia - Sharp straight edge of the lime layer below the northern outer wall of the so-called
chiostro (view from the west).

Pl. Ib - Foundation of an L-shaped corner pillar of a supposed peristyle to the north
of the so-called chiostro.
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Pl. IIa - Later added L-shaped wall between the third and fourth column bases (counting
from the west) of the northern colonnade of the so-called chiostro (view from the north).

Pl. IIb - Base of the southern colonnade of the so-called chiostro
with engraved slots for screens.

124

PETER GROSSMANN

Pl. IIIa

Pl. IIIb

Pl. IIIc

Pl. IIId

Pl. IIIe

Pl. IIIf

Pl. 3a-f - Elements of a small engaged column belonging to an aedicula-niche with
niche-head of the eastern church; a. base; b. foot of the shaft;
c. upper end of the shaft; d. capital of the column (view from the front);
e. capital (view from the side); f. niche-head as found in 1966.
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Pl. IVa - Southern stairway leading down to the crypt.

Pl. IVb - Test cleaning of the area of the prothyron of the supposed praetorium
showing two bases and the remains of the pavement.
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Antinoopolis February/March 2013
Work in the So-Called Chiostro at the Church
beside the Assumed Eastern Gate
The spring season of excavation at Antinoopolis in 2013 under the direction of professor Rosario Pintaudi and sponsored as in the former years by the
Istituto Papirologico “G. Vitelli” at the University of Florence (Università
degli Studi di Firenze) originally scheduled for January-March began, because
of the actual political situation in Egypt, with considerable delay. It lasted in
fact only from February 8 to March 5, 2013. Members of the crew were, beside R. Pintaudi as the head of the Mission, P. Ballet, Ph. Bozzo, A. Delattre,
P. Grossmann, M.Cr. Guidotti, J. Heidel, D. Minutoli, G. Romagnoli, Fl. Silvano, M. Spanu, and Kr.D. Strutt. The Inspectors of Antiquities Joseph Gassed
Fanus and Mohammed Wahb Allah as well as Helal Hennis (from Dayr Abu
Hinnis) joint the Mission as representatives of the SCA.
The site was again found with numerous new destructions. Most of them
were surprisingly not caused by secrete diggings of unauthorized treasure
hunters but were the pure result of the wish to enjoy the fun of destruction.
Not only ancient walls and pavements were destroyed but also modern repairs
and restorations were pulled down. In the Colluthos church of the north necropolis, which was already twice repaired no corner was left untouched (pl. Ia).
It was thus decided to not repair everything again. The destructions in the Colluthos church were then for another time again repaired, while in the case of
the crypt of the small church near the site of the estimated eastern gate of the
Roman town, an indeed classical example of a late antique ecclesiastical crypt,
where during the past years always large blocks of stone as granite columns
drums and others were thrown in from above, it was decided to refill it again
with debris, to stop such activities in order to avoid further destructions.
Project of “The archaeological map of Antinoupolis”

The fieldwork within the frame of the project of “The archaeological
map of Antinoupolis” directed by professor dr. Marcello Spanu (Università
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della Tuscia - Viterbo) was continued and seven new architectural complexes
were surveyed and photographed.
A result not of the excavations of the Italian Mission but a side effect of
the activities of the local population who collected sand from the wadi that
passes east-westward through the town, large portions of the ancient Roman
installations to strengthen the margins of the wadi-bed with walled lateral
quays and the constructions of several bridges were uncovered and are as well
included into the survey-program of the project. The unearthed remains of
bridges (pl. Ib) consist of strong foundations of at least three layers of huge
roughly squared blocks of nummulithic limestone of which the uppermost
layer contains on top a number of deep regularly distributed rounded holes
(diameters ca. 0.17 m). These holes apparently served to hold a number of vertical wooden posts upon which the bridges were constructed (1).
Work in the so-called chiostro: the identification as a new church

During the course of re-mapping the complex of the so-called chiostro to
the north of the small church with the crypt (2) beside the assumed location
of the eastern gate of the town and clearing the eastern margin of the building, instead of discovering the expected remains of a possibly monumental
entrance to the chiostro the sanctuary of a large church was uncovered that evidently belongs to the remains of the until now named chiostro which should
thus be understood as the nave of a large early Christian church. Significant
elements were the remains of the large horseshoe shaped apse with an inner
circuit of a sequence of free standing columns and a typical broad fore-choir
arranged in front of the apse of similar shape as the ones found in the two
churches D2 and D3 situated in the southern part of the town (3) (fig. 1). The
positions of the lateral walls of the fore-choir correspond with the axes of the
two colonnades of the church’s central nave. The apse was obviously screened
off from the fore-choir as indicated by some characteristic vertical grooves

(1) See also M. SPANU, Antinoupolis. I ponti e gli argini urbani, «Journal of ancient Topography» 23 (2013), pp. 7-30, esp. pp. 20-30, fig. 23 and 31.
(2) G. UGGERI, La chiesa paleocristiana presso la porta orientale, in S. DONADONI et al.,
Antinoe (19 65-1968). Missione Archeologica in Egitto dell’Università di Roma, Rome 1974,
pp. 37-67, esp. pp. 47-50, fig. 14.
(3) P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis Januar/Februar 2009, «Aegyptus» 89 (2009), pp. 257276, esp. p. 260 and 263, figg. 1-2.
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inserted into the first pair of columns at the frontal edges of the apse. Another
screen (cancellum) has to be expected in the front opening (primary or anterior
triumphal arch) of the fore-choir where unfortunately all traces have gone. The
apex of the apse was nicely decorated with a cross surrounded by a wreath of
laurel (pl. IIa) which was found during the excavation of the apse. Interestingly the sections of the eastern rear walls of the fore-choir do not run parallel
to the foundation of the front wall with the primary triumphal arch but are lined
up in a way that the width at the lateral extremities of the fore-choir gets at
both ends slightly narrowed. Also the orientation of the two first column bases
of the inner circuit of the apse serving at the same time as the lateral posts of
the screen (cancellum) at the entrance into the apse proper as mentioned before
are turned in a direction that they follow more the curve of the apse than the
general orientation of the church.
In the middle of the apse a deep hole was observed which apparently dates
already from the time when the church was still in use (pl. IIb). The pavement
of the apse shows traces of repairs with numerous fragments of fired bricks
which would not have been done when the church was already abandoned. In
addition these repairs correspond exactly to the upper edge of the actual hole
which was filled with younger stuff that could be even of quite modern date.
The layers directly below the repairs of fired bricks should instead give the date
of the first destruction of the pavement. The described hole was in this season
partly re-excavated until the virgin sand (gabal) but the layers of the later refilling of the hole are obviously going deeper (pl. IIc). Whether this hole leads to
an underground structure or is simply a robbery trench could at the moment not
be decided.
Not clear is the precise width of the primary (or anterior) triumphal arch at
the façade of the sanctuary. All possibly indicative traces are lost. Thus only a
rough estimation can be offered. Considering the two examples of the churches
D2 and D3 in the southern part of the town the width of the primary triumphal
arch should roughly be equal in width with the width of the apse.
Among the decorative elements uncovered already during the excavation
of Sergio Donadoni one huge pilaster capital was discovered (4) (pl. Va) which
we at first believed to belong to the lateral pilaster-like counterforts of the primary triumphal arch. It is decorated on two sides with acanthus leaves while
the rear third side was left flat. On the other hand, however, the width of the
capital is slightly smaller than the normal width of the interior walls of the

(4) G. UGGERI, op.cit., p. 49, pl. 23,4.
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church which makes it unlikely that this very pilaster capital belongs to the primary triumphal arch in the front wall of the fore-choir. In addition from the
stylistic point of view this capital has to be dated to the first half of the 6th cent.
AD (5) which is too late for the early fifth (first third of the 5th) century date of
the complex as gained from the pottery finds below the pavement of the neighbouring small church (6) with the crypt. Thus more likely this pilaster capital
belongs together with a huge column capital of similar size and decoration (pl.
Vb) to a later addition in the western part of the church (infra).
The pastophoria of the apse are on both sides differently designed. But the
main chambers were on both sides directly accessible from the apse. The
northern pastophorium had originally an L-shaped ground-plan but was later
subdivided into two rooms of different sizes, a smaller one in front and a larger
one in back. The partition wall between both had a door which was later
blocked with mud brick masonry. This blocking of the door remained standing while the rest of this wall which was probably built of stone was totally dismantled (pl. IIIa). The rooms at the southern side of the apse had such an
arrangement already from the beginning, but there was apparently no door in
the partition wall against the smaller front room. The access to the latter should
thus have been located in the southern wall of the fore-choir since the well
preserved pavement at the eastern end of the southern aisle of the church (fig.
1) excludes the possibility of the existence of a door at this position. A further
difference is the lack of accordance of the floor levels. While at the northern
side the floor level of the pastophorium equals in height with the floor level of
the apse, the floor of southern pastophorium lies deeper that a step was needed
on this side (pl. IIIb). After the church was abandoned the northern pastophoria seem to have been used as stables for animals. Big portions of the floor, especially in areas where the pavement is missing, were covered with animal
dung resting on thin rush mats.
At the western end the plan of the church is fading out. No remains of a
return aisle, a narthex, or stairways for eventually existing galleries are in evidence. And so also evidences of a western entrance into the church are missing.
(5) H.-G. SEVERIN, Zur Bauskulptur und zur Datierung zweier Kirchenbauten in Antinoupolis, in R. PINTAUDI (ed.), Scavi e materiali, vol. II (forthcoming), and personal communication; see also P. PENSABENE, Repertorio d’Arte dell’Egitto Greco-Romano, ser. C - vol. III:
Elementi architettonici di Alessandria e di altri siti egiziani, Roma 1993, p. 456, nr. 625, to the
«prima metà del VI sec».
(6) According to the judgment of P. Ballet, cf. P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis October 2010,
«Aegyptus» 90 (2010), pp. 165-181, esp. p. 167.
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It seems, however, that there was a monumental entrance on the northern side
of the church as this is the case also with the large transept church in Hermopolis Magna (7) which had even three representative doors on the northern
side demonstrating that this was indeed the main entrance side of this church.
In our church at Antinoopolis, roughly from the height of the eighth column (8)
(counted from the east) onward to the west the generally well preserved pavement of the northern aisle extends further to the north than under normal
conditions the straight alignment of the northern lateral wall of the church
would have allowed. Thus at a certain section this aisle is wider on this side
than its eastern part, an irregularity which might point to the existence of a door
at this position.
Concerning the pavement of the church big portions of the original pavement of the church of large sawn limestone slabs especially in the aisles survive. The slabs are relatively large and well sawn. In the nave they were laid in
lengthwise stripes parallel to the main orientation to the church while in the
aisles the stripes were transversely orientated. Unusual is, however, a group of
considerable smaller slabs at the southern margin roughly in the middle of the
southern aisle. But it does not seem that this field represents a field of repair.
The small slabs are connected too well with the distribution of the larger ones.
Apparently the slabs of bigger sizes were running out that the tile-layers were
forced to continue with smaller slabs.
Slightly further to the west, near the southern border of the central nave
there is a rectangular field (measuring 2.95 by 5.60 m) with diagonally laid
slabs, starting from the two westernmost corners and continuing eastwardly
to the middle of the field. Presumably a similar field did originally exist also at
the opposite northern side of the nave but there everything has gone. It seems,
however, doubtful that these fields had any specific significance in the use of
the church. According to our view they were pure decorative.
Interesting is the general building technique of the church. That the whole
complex stands on a thick layer of lime has already been said (9). This is valid

(7) P. GROSSMANN, Christliche Architektur in Ägypten [HdO sect. 1, 62], Brill-Leiden 2002,
pp. 441-443, fig. 59; and esp. A.J.B. WACE, A.H.S. MEGAW, T.C. SKEAT, Hermopolis Magna,
Ashmunein, Alexandria 1959, pp. 49f. and 53ff., pl. 5, with three entrances.
(8) Missing bases of columns are indicated in our plan (fig. 1) as little crosses.
(9) P. GROSSMANN, Antinoopolis October 2010, cit., pp. 165-181, esp. pp. 166f.; G. UGGERI,
op.cit., pp. 42 and 62, believed that this layer dates to the Roman period and would thus predates the church.
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also for the rather thick (1.20 m) outer walls. At the north-eastern corner of
the church follows above this layer of lime a stratum of unbaked mud-bricks
upon which the stone masonry was set. On the other hand, however, that stratum of unbaked mud-bricks could not have been attested at any other position
of the walls. Its presence appears thus as a strange interruption of the natural
and logical superimposement of the constructive building material. We would
thus assume that this way of building is only an exceptional irregularity at a
limited sector of the building (pl. IVa). The walls proper appear to have been
built entirely of small dressed limestone blocks. As mortar in the original building only Nile mud was used.
An obviously later added structure that even does not belong to the original program of the church is a strong partitioning structure in the western part
of the central nave of the church. It is indicated by a relatively long L-shaped
pillar that stands upon the pavement of the church and closes totally the fourteenth (counted from the east) intercolumniation of the north colonnade (pl.
IVb), on which already G. Uggeri has devoted his attention (10). The southern
branch of this L-formed pillar is at the foot 0.95 m large. Above its eastern part
a profiled base-block with decoration at its eastern and southern sides sits still
in situ. It is only 0.72 m in width (pl. IVb). The rest is missing. It is however
doubtful that a similarly decorated block would have followed to the west. The
impressions in the mortar of the following stones to the west of that eastern
corner block do not show traces for the existence of a larger equally profiled
block. Consequently one has to assume that the following pilaster shaft upon
that surviving decorated block would also not have been larger than 0.72 m,
and this matches very well with the width of the above mentioned corner capital of a pilaster and might thus have been used here (pl. Va). This southern
branch of the L-shaped pillar that ends thus in a pilaster seems very well to
have functioned as an anta of a colonnade which would have passed transversely through the nave of the church and would have had at its end a similarly symmetrical L-shaped pillar in the southern colonnade of the nave. In
addition this solution would not only provide the above mentioned pilaster
capital with a suitable position, it provides also places for at least three columns
with similarly decorated capitals (pl. Vb).
As already said, this described partitioning colonnade does obviously not
belong to the original plan of the church. It divides the nave into two sections
of probably unequal length. The scope of this partitioning structure is, how-

(10) G. UGGERI, op. cit., pp.49f., fig. 14, pl. 23,1.
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ever, everything else than clear. To the best of my knowledge there is no other
known example that has a similar monumental partition at the western part of
the nave. It could also not have served to separate a western return aisle from
the rest of the church because the lateral colonnades of the nave are continuing further to the west, and there is reason enough as G. Uggeri has already
pointed out (11) that a western return aisle should have existed already from
the beginning.
When the church ceased to function for religious services cannot be said.
Noticeable are, however, several traces of later non-ecclesiastical uses. That
the two north pastophoria were used as stables for animals has already been
said. In the naos many intercolumniations were screened or in some cases even
widened by cutting down the lower torus of the column bases (pl. IIb).
Some earlier enlargements are noticeable on the northern side of the
church. In a way one could count them as well as belonging to the program
of the church complex but they were only later added. Special attention earns
the room next to the north of the northern pastophorium. Its eastern wall that
forms the northern continuation of the eastern outer wall of the church has at
its southern end, close to the corner of the basilica a relatively broad passage
way of which the jambs were nicely decorated with frontal pilasters on both
sides facing to the rooms in front and back (pl. VIa). This demonstrates that
the added building extended further to the east than the church proper. What
kind of room would have followed here could not have been cleared during
this season. The unprofessional way how the slightly projecting pilaster-bases
were placed upon some too broad additional stones demonstrates that this
doorway was opened at a later occasion into the wall. The threshold proper
rested on wooden boards fixed in special holes at the feet of the door jambs.
In the opposite direction to the west of the described room followed a kind
of peristyle, of which the foundation of an L-shaped pillar (12) in the southeast corner and a hopelessly eroded column base further to the north survive
in situ (fig. 1). Its extensions to the west and north could not be examined.
Unfortunately the northern ends of both units are covered by the modern road
that leads to the modern Islamic cemetery (pl. VIb) and for the time being there
is no possibility to change the position of this road.
PETER GROSSMANN

(11) Ibidem, p. 50.
(12) Possibly also shaped with two engaged columns.
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Fig. 1 - Plan of the new church.
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Pl. Ia - Actual conditions of the Colluthos church in the north cemetery (Neg. 1138).

Pl. Ib - Foundations of a Roman bridge that passes the wadi in the southern part of the town
(Neg. 1185).
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Pl. IIa - Block with a cross that was probably
placed in the apex of the apse (Neg. 1181).

Pl. IIb - Column base of the northern
colonnade worked back at the foot to
widen the intercolumniation (Neg. 1246).

Pl. IIc - Robbery hole in the centre of the apse (Neg. 1246).
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Pl. IIIa - Traces of a partition wall in the north pastophorium with still standing mud-brick
closing of a door (Neg. 1275).

Pl. IIIb - Southern pastophorium (view from the south) with the higher rising threshold
of the door leading into the apse (Neg. 1263).
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Pl. IVa - Original north-east corner of the church with a layer of mud-bricks over the layer
of lime in the ground and the later added north-eastern chamber (Neg. 1205).

Pl. IVb - L-shaped pillar in the fourteenth intercolumniation, view from south-west
(Neg. 1161).
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Pl. Va - Large 6th century pilaster capital, probably belonging to a later partitioning
colonnade of the central nave of the church (Neg. 1238).

Pl. Vb - Large 6th century column capital, probably belonging together with the pilaster capital
of plate VIa to a later partitioning colonnade of the central nave of the church (Neg. 1243).
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Pl. VIa - Later opened eastern door in the east wall of the later added north-eastern chamber
(Neg. 1251).

Pl. VIb - Eastern portico of the new peristyle to the north of the church (Neg. 1165).

