
Recommended Resources for Teaching About Native Americans Anton Treuer 

Recommended Resources for Teachers Authored by Native Americans 

 

Tribal Language and Culture 

Broker, Ignatia. Night Flying Woman: An Ojibway Narrative. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical 

Society Press, 1983. 

Johnston, Basil. Ojibway Heritage. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. 

Kegg, Maude. Portage Lake: Memories of an Ojibwe Childhood. Minneapolis: University of 

Minnesota Press, 1991. 

Prinzing, Scott. American Indian Music: More Than Just Flutes and Drums. Montana: 

Office of Public Instruction, 2009. 

Treuer, Anton. Living Our Language: Ojibwe Tales & Oral Histories. St. Paul: MN Historical 

Society Press, 2001. 

Treuer, Anton. “Ojibwe Lifeways,” Minnesota Conservation Volunteer (September-

October 2012). 

Treuer, Anton. The Language Warrior’s Manifesto: How to Keep Our Languages Alive No 

Matter the Odds. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2020. 

 

Early History 

Blackhawk, Ned. Violence Over the Land. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2006. 

Child, Brenda. We Hold Our World Together. Lincoln: University of Nebraska, 2012. 

Copway, George. The Traditional History and Characteristic Sketches of the Ojibway 

Nation. London: Charles Gilpin, 1850. Reprinted in the United States as Indian Life 

and Indian History, by an Indian Author: Embracing the Traditions of the North 

American Indians Regarding Themselves, Particularly of That Most Important of All 

the Tribes, the Ojibways. Boston: Albert Cosby and Company, 1858. 

Herbert, Lewis. Oneida Lives: Long Lost Voices of Wisconsin. Bison Books, 2005. 

Kugel, Rebecca. To Be the Main Leaders of Our People: A History of Minnesota Ojibwe 

Politics, 1825–1898. East Lansing: Michigan State University Press, 1998. 
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Loew, Patty. Native People of Wisconsin. Madison: Wisconsin State Historical Society 

Press, 2003. 

Loew, Patty. Indian Nations of Wisconsin: Histories of Endurance and Renewal. Madison: 

Wisconsin State Historical Society Press, 2013. 

Meyer, Melissa. The White Earth Tragedy: Ethnicity and Dispossession at a Minnesota 

Anishinaabe Reservation. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1994. 

Miller, Cary. Ogimaag: Anishinaabeg Leadership, 1760–1845. Lincoln: University of 

Nebraska Press, 2010. 

Rethinking Columbus. Milwaukee, WI: Rethinking Schools, 1991. 

Treuer, Anton. The Assassination of Hole in the Day. St. Paul, MN: Borealis Books, 2011. 

Treuer, Anton. Warrior Nation: A History of the Red Lake Ojibwe. St. Paul, MN: Borealis 

Books, 2015. 

Warren, William W. History of the Ojibway People. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society 

Press, 1984. Originally published as History of the Ojibways Based Upon Traditions 

and Oral Statements (1885). 

Welch, James. Fools Crow. New York: Penguin, 2011. 

Welch, James and Paul Stekler. Killing Custer: The Battle of the Little Bighorn and the Fate 

of the Plains Indians. New York: W.W. Norton, 1994. 

 

Legal History 

Duthu, N. Bruce. American Indians and the Law. London: Penguin Books, 2008. 

 

Contemporary History and Government Indian Policy 

Adams, David Wallace. Education for Extinction: American Indians and the Boarding 

School Experience, 1875–1928. Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1995. 

Child, Brenda. Boarding School Seasons: American Indian Families, 1900–1940. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press, 1998. 

Dunbar-Ortiz, Roxanne. An Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States. Boston: 

Beacon Press, 2014. 



Recommended Resources for Teaching About Native Americans Anton Treuer 

Fixico, Donald L. Termination and Relocation: Federal Indian Policy, 1945–1960. 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1986. 

Graves, Kathy David, and Elizabeth Ebbott. Indians in Minnesota. Minneapolis: University 

of Minnesota Press, 2006. 

Russell, Steve. Sequoyah Rising: Problems in Post-Colonial Tribal Governance. Raleigh, NC: 

Carolina Academic Press, 2010. 

Treuer, Anton. Ojibwe in Minnesota. St. Paul: Minnesota Historical Society Press, 2010. 

Treuer, David. The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee. New York: Riverhead Books, 2019. 

 

Perspectives and Philosophy 

Alfred, Taiaiake. Peace, Power, Righteousness: An Indigenous Manifesto. Don Mills, 

Ontario: Oxford University Press, 2009.  

Deloria, Philip. Playing Indian. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1998. 

Deloria, Vine Jr. Custer Died for Your Sins: An Indian Manifesto. New York: Macmillan, 

1969. 

Deloria, Vine Jr. Red Earth, White Lies: Native Americans and the Myth of Scientific Fact. 

New York: Scribner, 1995. 

Elser, Tammy. The Framework: A Practical Guide for Montana Teachers and 

Administrators Implementing Indian Education for All. Montana: Office of Public 

Instruction, 2010. 

Juneau, Stan. History and Foundation of American Indian Education. Montana: Office of 

Public Instruction, 2013. 

Landon, Rocky and David MacDonald. A Native American Thought of It: Inventions and 

Innovations. Annick Press, 2008. 

Lyons, Scott. X-Marks: Native Signatures of Assent. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 

Press, 2010. 

Keoke, Emory Dean and Kay Marie Porterfield. American Indian Contributions to the 

World. New York: Facts on File, 2002 [series]. 
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Malone, Bobbie and Kori Oberle. Native People of Wisconsin Teacher’s Guide. Wisconsin 

Historical Society Press, 2003. 

Russell, Steve. Sequoyah Rising: Problems in Post-Colonial Tribal Governance. Durham, 

NC: Carolina Academic Press, 2010. 

Seale, Doris and Beverly Slapin. A Broken Flute: The Native Experience in Books for 

Children. Montana: AltaMira Press and Oyate, 2005. 

Treuer, David. Rez Life. New York: Grive, 2013. 

Weist, Tom. A History of the Cheyenne People. Montana: Council for Indian Education, 

1977. 

 

Literature 

Alexie, Sherman. Reservation Blues. New York: Atlantic Monthly, 1995. 

Coulson, Art. The Creator’s Game: A Story of Baaga’adowe/Lacrosse. St. Paul: Minnesota 

Historical Society Press, 2013. 

Dembicki, Matt. Trickster Tales. Fulcrum Press, 2010. 

Ellis, Deborah. Looks Like Daylight: Voice of Indigenous Kids. House of Anasi Press, 2013. 

Erdrich, Louise. Chickadee. New York: Harper Collins, 2012. 

Erdrich, Louise. Tracks. New York: Harper Collins, 1988. 

Erdrich, Louise. The Birchbark House. New York: Disney-Hyperion, 2012. 

Erdrich, Louise. The Roundhouse. New York: Harper, 2012. 

Holliday, Diane. Mountain Wolf Woman: A Ho-chunk Girlhood. Madison: Wisconsin State 

Historical Society Press, 2007. 

McNickle, D’Arcy. Wind from an Enemy Sky. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico 

Press, 1988. 

Momaday, N. Scott. House Made of Dawn. New York: Harper Collins, 1966. 

Orange, Tommy. There There. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2018. 

Reid, Betty. Keeping Promises. Western Parks Association, 2004. 

Saemann, Karyn. Electa Quinney: Stockbridge Teacher. Madison: Wisconsin State 

Historical Society Press, 2014. 
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Silko, Leslie Marmon. Ceremony. New York: Penguin, 2006. 

Tigerman, Kathleen. Wisconsin Indian Literature: Anthology of Native Voices. Madison: 

University of Wisconsin Press, 2006. 

Treuer, David. Little. New York: Little Brown, 1998. 

Treuer, David. The Translation of Dr. Appelles. New York: Random House, 2008. 

 

Books for Young Readers 

Arlee, Johnny and Antoine Sandoval. The Gift of the Bitterroot. Salish and Pend d’Oreilles, 

2008. 

Bruchac, Joseph. Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of World War Two. 

Perfection Learning, 2005. 

Bruchac, Joseph. Jim Thorpe’s Bright Path. Lee & Low, 2008. 

Carvell, Marlene. Sweetgrass Basket. New York: Dutton Children’s Books, 2005. 

Cross, Scott. Like a Deer Chased by the Dogs: The Life of Chief Oshkosh. Oshkosh: Oshkosh 

Public Museum, 2002. 

Cuthand, Beth. The Little Duck Sikihpsis. Theytus Books, 2013. 

Dimaline, Cherie. The Marrow Thieves. Toronto: Dancing Cat, 2017. 

Einarson, Earl. The Moccasins. Theytus Books, 2004. 

Eyvindson, Peter. Red Parka Mary. Pemmican Publications, 1996. 

Gansworth, Eric. Give Me Some Truth. New York, Scholastic, 2018. 

Gonzalez, Xelena and Adriana Garcia. All Around Us. El Paso: Cinco Puntos Press, 2017. 

Harjo, Joy. The Good Luck Cat. New York: Harcourt, 2000. 

Little Badger, Darcie. Elatsoe. New York: Levine Querido, 2020. 

Mailhot, Terese. Heart Berries. Berkeley: Counterpoint, 2018. 

Maillard, Kevin Noble and Juana Martinez-Neal. Fry Bread. New York: Henry Holt, 2019. 

Malone, Bobbie and Amy Rosebrough. Water Panthers, Bears, and Thunderbirds. 

Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2003. 

Mathias, Adeline. How a Young Brave Survived. Montana: Salish Kootenai College Press, 

1986. 
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Nelson, Kimberly. I Will Remember. Bemidji: Loonfeather Press, 1995. 

Smith, Cynthia. The Jingle Dancer. New York: Harper Collins, 2000. 

Sorell, Traci. We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga. Minneapolis: Live Oak, 2020. 

Staples, Dennis. This Town Sleeps. Berkeley: Counterpoint, 2020. 

Treuer, Anton. Everything You Wanted to Know About Indians But Were Afraid to Ask 

Young Reader Edition (New York: Levine Querido, 2021). 

Wagamese, Richard. Indian Horse. Toronto: Douglas McIntyre, 2012. 

Wallis, Velma. Two Old Women: An Alaska Legend of Betrayal, Courage and Survival. New 

York: Harper, 1993. 

Waboose, Jan Bordeau. Firedancers. Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 1999. 

Waboose, Jan Bordeau. Skysisters. Kids Can Press, 2002. 

Welch, James. Winter in the Blood. New York: Penguin, 1974. 

Wheeler, Bernelda. Where Did You Get Your Moccasins. Highwater Press, 1992. 

 

Video Documentaries 

500 Nations (1995) 

The Dakota Conflict (1993) 

Dodging Bullets (2019) 

First Speakers: Restoring the Ojibwe Language (2010) 

Geronimo and the Apache Resistance (2007) 

Incident at Oglala (2004) 

Lighting the 7th Fire (1995) 

Waasa Inaabidaa (2002) 

We Shall Remain (2010) 

Woodlands: Story of the Mille Lacs Ojibwe (1994) 
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Web-based Resources 

Montana’s Indian Education for All: http://opi.mt.gov/programs/indianed/IEFA.html 

This is a well-developed list of literally thousands of curricular ideas and resources, well-

vetted and officially sanctioned by the Montana Office of Public Instructions. Follow the 

links to find books, resources, Ted Talks, and lots of useful handbooks, literature and 

information. Everything ties into their state standards. 

 

Alaska Standards for Culturally Responsive Schools: 

http://www.ankn.uaf.edu/Publications/Standards.html 

This is a systematic set of benchmarks and guidance for indigenous culture and history 

instruction in Alaska. It’s a whole set of standards that run parallel to their state 

standards in other subjects and the Common Core. 

 

Treaties Matter Educator Guides: 

http://treatiesmatter.org/exhibit/educator/  

This is a great series of educator guides, tied to the standards in Minnesota, developed by 

Ojibwe and Dakota tribal members on history and cultural content about Native 

Americans. 

 

The Ways: 

http://theways.org is a digital storytelling resource designed for middle and high school 

students. 
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Recommended Resources for Teachers About Native Americans 

Authored by Non-Natives 

Berkhofer, Robert. The White Man’s Indian. New York: Knopf, 1978. 

Brown, Dee. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1970.  

Cronon, William. Changes in the Land () [insert cite]. 

Getches, David H., and Charles F. Wilkinson. Federal Indian Law: Cases and Materials. St. 

Paul, MN: West Publishing, 1986. 

Hoxie, Frederick. A Final Promise: The Campaign to Assimilate the Indians, 1880–1920. 

New York: Routledge, 2001. 

Josephy, Alvin. 500 Nations. New York: Pimlico, 2005. 

Koning, Hans. Columbus: His Enterprise. New York: Monthly Review Press, 1991. 

Mann, Charles. 1491: New Revelations of the Americas before Columbus. New York: 

Knopf, 2005. 

Neihardt, John G. Black Elk Speaks. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979. 

Olson, James, and Raymond Wilson. Native Americans in the Twentieth Century. Urbana: 

University of Illinois Press, 1986. 

Prucha, Francis Paul. The Great Father: The United States Government and the American 

Indian. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1986. 

Tanner, Helen Hornbeck, ed. Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History. Norman: University of 

Oklahoma Press, 1987. 

Weatherford, Jack. Native Roots: How the Indians Enriched America. New York: Fawcett 

Columbine, 1991. 

Wilkins, David. American Indian Sovereignty and the U.S. Supreme Court: The Masking of 

Justice. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1997. 


