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Nancy Owens Studio reshapes Fort Totten Park for a lasting peace.




LTHOUGH FORT TOTTEN PARK is one of the esser-
known parks in New York City, it occupics one of

the city's mose spectacular sites. Here ona penin-

sula at the confluence of the East River and the

Long Island Sound—ar the outer edge of the

city's borough of Queens—is a campus of sprawling parade
grounds, abandoned gun mumu  bick b, and g
Colonial Revival houses with lar orches.

Finding your way around this place, where there are fenced-
off arcas and people walking around in uniforms, s a rea ad-
venture, At the entrance, gateposts are crowned with real ship
mines chat during World War II were placed in Long Island
Sound. Just beyond the gate, guards in a booth stop unauho-
rized cars. Security s a big issue here, The New York City De-
parmentof aks & Rectetionpopety, hich s amuricipl-
1

Mose of the buildings and ,,mumu were de-

Iy 9 acres of this 149-acre
) the historic

cupicd thissite from the

he rest of the land
into parcel;

additon to houscs that ook as i they Amm Pt backdrop
" il

ATy the New York Fire Deparcment, the
US. Army Reserve, the U.S, Coast Guard, and a New York City
Police Department fciliry where, it is rumored, the department

erining,

[Wirriueiod e, you crcouer s 500 ot ong \w
dianibe North Parksec-

i

enal curvilinear bands ofall switchgrass with gaps of mowed lawn

in bersieen thean, On one s of the park is a one-acre bioswale,
h

tion of Fort Torcen Park, designed by the landscape architecture
and urban design firm Nancy Owens Studio. The park opened
this past spring,

The new nine-acre park, builc on a lasge grassy slope within the
larger Fore Torten Park properey (for which Oweens hasalo designed
amaster plan),

of a parking lot for fire department vehicles and hree sorry sur-
b

here with concrete block and brick vencers in the lre 19505,
Designing a conemporary landscape on a hiscoric site such as
Fort Totten raises & host of thorny issucs—most notably, how o

place that lies far

forms, all of them quite lage, intoa by hiscorc

from cener, the more:

‘Bayside,adiverse pl -
vided

FortToten Park occupi

25 to maximize views of the Long
stand Sound, rght.



uniformicy—Tudor-style subdivisions,
private gared communitis, and perfecely
manicured lawns,

On a Saturday aficmoon in Auguse,
most of the people who were visiting Fort
Torten Park were nor actually in North
Pak but were instead lounging in ocher
arcas—in front ofthe historic buildings or
on the parade ground. The burial mound
and the ribbons o al switchgras failed 10
impress one of the few visitors to North
Pask: John Amold,a cyclist of middle age
who stoppesl offwith his three chikdeen to
use the public bathroom trailer located
michway down the hill. Tt eminds me of
grass-made Viemam memorial,” Amold
‘s, He has been visiting Fore Torten since
the days when it was amilitary basc and e
used o sneal ontothesitewith s friends.
Although pavement and dreary Capehart
housing once domiratel this parciular pare

104]

S o o Oy O o ok
Fastom om0 Veorons Assiaton

Various gorerament entitiesoccupy
Fort Totten, above. Athough there are
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of the park, Arnold lamented chat the bands of switchgrass inter-
Long Island S

Athough Noth Park has been substantially
transformed, ight, care was taken to preserve the

i prion by s

chis small section of New Yoek City parkland, which cost $3.8

million to design and build, has a coupie of important distinc-
I 15

avoiddisu

& roots and o minimize erosion.

ternational pilor progeam for the Sustainable Sites Initiative
(SITES),the new ecological racing system for landscape design chat

isa joine project of ASLA, che Lady Bird Johnson Wildife Flower
Centerat the University o Texas ar Austin, and the United States
Botanic Garden. North Park's ocher major distincrion i that Nan-
g Owens Seudio designed it under the New York City Depart-

ment of Parks & Recrearion’s Design Excellence Progeam, an ef-

prises almost an entire acre of plants, catches stor

y priva
tor to augment it in-house landscape design team, Owenss firm
feigh

that into the Long Island So
“The sbstrace wwwg formsexokeche work ofehe Farch A
IR

o participate for a ot erm in the progra.

the design intent o e S S e i
b

ing the historic ecology of th siec with indiggenous plantings.
Formerly, his arca had roads, parking los, and 19 U.$ Army

erencing Fore Totten' iregular shorcline, the switchback grass-
s ate e 0 fllow e contout s ona map—chis where

Capehart houses—the houses half of the

e, Tod
plecely transformed with the addition of more than 200 nev trees
and 10,000 grasses. The densely planted bioswale, which com-

‘where che and s flrer he gassribbon s wider.
“The “burial mound” is officially called the King Batery
Mound, and it marks the location of the King Batcery, where 30
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Oneofthe moshstikn fstures
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sunken mortar gun pits were buil in 1871, The engineered slope
and the large scle of che mound are meant 10 be evocasive of Fort

o learn abour chem through reading an arcicle about the park,

i dof gencric milicary
roadways that contributed to the pollution of the Long Iskand
Sound Naney Owen Sl oy s improvd v
ark, How

ions more s igantic carh areworkth il
Jic park. In some ways the sicuation is analogous 1 the cas of
Maya Lis Vieenam Vecerans Memorial Wal,which was iniial-
Iy reviled by many wh latercame o appreciare the black siabs
cxistnce in the middlc of an area dominated by clssical fors.
1 Noreh Park eventualy succeeds in arracting visitors then it
will hae succeded as  park. But it is oo soon o cll

Ales Ulam s felanjurmalit o wrises freguently onarciveture
and deignfor publictios such as The Architect’s Newspapee and
“The Real Deal

PROIECT GREDITS Designevtandscape arcitec: Nancy Owens Stu-
dio 11, New York (Nancy Owens, ASLA, principal; Anne
Berman, ASLA; Dechen Gonnot; Tim Rowe, ASLA; Elizabeth
Kanorts; Alesandros Zervos, Associate ASLA). Glent: City of New
York | Department of Prks & Recreacion (Adrian Benepe, Hon-
oary ASLA, commissioner; Charles McKin

of design; David Carlson, ASLA, depusy chief of design; Rachel
Kramer, roject manager; John Godlk, esident engineer; Michele
White, landscape construction; Janice Nelnick, NE Queens ad-
ministrator). Gl engieering: McLaren Engincering Group, West
Nyack, New York, Bectrica engineerng: 1P Group, New York, Ecok
o Grear Ecology & Environments Inc., New York. Arcitcture:
‘Walter B. Melvin Architccrs PC, New York. Archaeooy: Joan H.
el New Yok, Wt prsraor:Maoy . D New
York. Graphic design: Laurel Marx Design, New York. Cost estimation:
Faichul + Gould, New York, Crstricondocument reven: it
‘Works LLC, New York. General contractr: Tucci Equipment Rental
Corporation, Brons, New York.
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