March 2015

LINK
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Tennessee CBF General Assembly
Saturday, April 11, 2015
Central Baptist Church of Fountain City
5364 North Broadway Street, Knoxville, TN 37918

Theme: Imagine Jesus’ Kingdom Together
We invite and encourage you to participate in Tennessee Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s 2015
General Assembly! Our keynote speaker, Steven Porter, newly appointed CBF Global Missions
Coordinator, joins us as we focus on missions. This edition of the LINK provides all the information
you need to prepare for this important gathering of free and faithful Baptists from across the state.
Highlights of our General Assembly include: fellowship opportunities, educational experiences
through “learning labs,” gaining knowledge about CBF global missions and local mission
engagement, exhibit hall where you can interact with mission partners, hands-on mission project at
the church, and contemporary and traditional worship. A combined choir leads us in worship. Finally,
we award scholarships and the Betty Galloway Advocacy for Women in Ministry Award during our
business session that takes place during lunch. All this and much more awaits you at the 2015
General Assembly. Don’t miss it!

Learning Labs

We are pleased to offer excellent
learning experiences during our GA:
Getting to Know CBF Global
Missions - Steven Porter
This is your opportunity to know
Steven, hear about new developments
in global missions, and ask questions.
Advocacy as Mission - Stephen
Reeves
CBF Advocacy is rooted in the same
spirit and call that motivates our
mission endeavors. We demonstrate
the love of Christ by caring for our
most neglected and marginalized
neighbors. Come and learn what it
means to model a more effective,
positive, and inclusive public witness
for the church.
Teaching Missions in Your
Congregation - Devita Parnell
Congregations that effectively support
and encourage missions do so
because of education. Come explore
innovative ways to inform and inspire
the members of your congregation.
You will also learn about CBF mission
resources for children.
Introduction to CBF’s Rural Poverty
Initiative - Stephanie Vance
CBF is committed to hands-on ministry
in the 20 poorest counties in America.
Learn about this important ministry
and find out ways to get involved.

TCBF General Assembly Details
Please plan to participate in the TCBF General Assembly! See
details you need to know about Tennessee CBF’s 2015 General
Assembly on April 11 at Central Baptist Church of Fountain City
in Knoxville, TN, in the schedule below:
Saturday, April 11
8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
9:50 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
11:45 a.m.
12:45 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

Registration - Gym Entrance
Morning Worship - Praise Band
Theme Interpretation - Steven Porter
Mission Feature
Break - Fellowship Hall
Mission Project & Breakout Groups #1
Mission Project & Breakout Groups #2
Lunch & Plenary Session
Business, Awards & Recognitions
Mission Project & Breakout Groups #3
Mission Project & Breakout Groups #4
Choir Rehearsal - Gym
Worship & Communion

Register for the General Assembly online at tncbf.org or fill out
the registration form on page 7 of this newsletter and mail it to
the TCBF office. Children’s program and childcare for
preschoolers are provided. Children must be registered in
advance.
Make your hotel reservations. We have secured a “Tennessee
CBF” block of rooms at :
Comfort Inn & Suites - $85.00 (king or two queen beds)
5366 Central Avenue Pike, Knoxville, TN 37912
Phone: 865-342-0373
Reservations must be made by March 10.

Needs of the World: A Spiritual
Journey Toward Action - Josh Beeler
This learning lab features experiential
prayer stations. This is your
opportunity to pray for missions in a
creative way.

Please advertise the TCBF General Assembly in your church
newsletters and bulletins. Promotional packets were mailed to
churches; these same resources are accessible from the TCBF
website (tncbf.org).

Primer on Poverty – Staff of
Compassion International
Hear about efforts to prevent, reduce,
and alleviate poverty. Bridges Out of
Poverty is an approach that helps
congregations, community
organizations, social-service agencies,
and individuals address poverty in a
comprehensive way.

Invitation to Sing in the Combined Choir

Best directions: From North Broadway Street turn on Essary
then left on Linwood. The gym entrance is on the left and
parking is on both sides of the street. See you in Knoxville!

Please plan to sing in the General Assembly Choir. Make a
joyful noise to the Lord as part of a combined choir. Rehearsal
time is scheduled at 1:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. Please
indicate on the registration form on page 7 your desire to sing.
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CBF Leaders at Our 2015 General Assembly
Devita Parnell, Congregational Resource Specialist for CBF
Devita Parnell has served churches and individuals through the Cooperative
Baptist Fellowship in Decatur, Georgia, for the past seven years. Currently,
she manages CBF’s young Baptist ecosystem, which allows her to develop
and deepen connections between young Baptists, the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship, and local churches. Devita coordinates all aspects of ministry
related to programing and partnerships involving children, youth,
seminarians, collegians, young clergy, and young laity. Devita is a graduate
of the University of Georgia and McAfee School of Theology. She will lead a
learning lab on teaching missions in the local congregation.

Steven Porter, CBF Coordinator for Global Missions
We are excited to welcome Steven Porter as our thematic speaker and
guest proclaimer. Steven was named CBF’s new Global Missions
Coordinator on April 30, 2014, and began his role on September 1. He is a
strategic and innovative leader. Formerly, he served as CBF field personnel
and director of Touching Miami with Love, one of Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship’s flagship urban ministries. Porter earned an M.Div. at Candler
School of Theology and is pursuing a Th.D. from Duke University Divinity
School, where he has been involved in the Baptist House of Studies. He
also taught courses at Truett in Waco, TX; William Jewel College in Liberty,
MO; and served as a teaching assistant at Duke Divinity.

Stephen Reeves, Associate Coordinator of Partnerships & Advocacy for CBF
Stephen Reeves coordinates public advocacy efforts on behalf of CBF. In
addition, he oversees CBF’s relationships with outside ministry and mission
partners, the chaplaincy and pastoral counseling division, and the
coordination of domestic disaster response. Along with Harry Rowland and
Ruth Perkins Lee, Stephen oversees the work of CBF Ministries Department
and works with the Ministries Council. Prior to joining CBF in October 2013,
Stephen served as Director of Public Policy and Legislative Counsel for the
Texas Baptist Christian Life Commission where he directed the work of the
Citizenship and Public Policy office in Austin. Steven will lead a learning lab
on the connection between advocacy and missions.

Stephanie Vance, Together for Hope Manager for CBF
Stephanie Vance was born and raised in Madison, Alabama. It was there
she felt called to mission work and ministry. Over the years, Stephanie has
been involved in missions in Florida, Alabama, Tennessee, California,
Colorado, Texas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Canada, Panama, and Tanzania. In
January 2010, Stephanie began as the Together for Hope missionary for
CBF Louisiana and in 2012 became manager of Together for Hope for CBF.
She received her Bachelor’s degree in Latin American Studies from the
University of South Alabama in Mobile, AL, and her Master’s in Divinity
degree from Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond. Stephanie will lead
a learning lab to introduce folks to the work of Together for Hope.
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An exciting time for Fellowship Baptists!
by Terry Maples, Field Coordinator
TCBF General Assembly - Free and faithful Baptists from across Tennessee
gather each spring for a General Assembly. On Saturday, April 11, we convene at
Central Baptist Church of Fountain City in Knoxville for a meaningful experience
and interaction with friends old and new. See details throughout this edition of the
LINK.
An excellent and committed team comprised of the members of the East
Tennessee Regional Council plus additional staff from the host church is planning
this General Assembly: Josh Beeler, Fran Mitchell, Bob Robinson, and Mike
Smith from Central Baptist Fountain City; Scott Claybrook and Ben Winder from
First Baptist Knoxville; and Melissa Willis from Central Baptist Bearden.
As soon as Steven Porter was elected CBF’s Global Missions Coordinator, I contacted him about being the
keynote speaker for our General Assembly. I believe it is important for folks in Tennessee to know the
person guiding this important work for CBF. This is a rare opportunity for you to experience Steven in three
different settings: thematic speaker, breakout group leader (more informal), and preacher. I believe you will
be impressed by his missiology, his passion for impacting lives through mission work at home and abroad,
and his commitment to creating sustainable paths forward for CBF’s global mission enterprise.
Last year in Memphis, we discovered the joy of planning a “day of mission” in conjunction with our General
Assembly. While the one-day format of this year’s General Assembly is different, the TCBF Coordinating
Council wanted to make sure we included a mission component. For this reason we contracted with
Operation Inasmuch to pack 20,000 meals to feed the hungry in East Tennessee. This $5,000 commitment
will ensure long-term kingdom impact from our efforts in Knoxville.
Make plans now to join us in Knoxville! Wonderful fellowship, inspiration, discovery, and hands-on ministry
await you. Come ready to be “wow-ed” by what God is doing in and through the Fellowship Community!
CBF Branding Process - On February 3 Cooperative Baptist Fellowship unveiled the fruit of a year-long
branding campaign. Coming out of this important work is a new Big Idea - Forming Together, a fresh
understanding of our goal to partner in renewing God’s world, six descriptive attributes, and a new logo.
The February/March edition of fellowship! magazine is dedicated to fleshing out the motivation for and
implications of the branding work. Go to CBF’s website www.cbf.net (NOTE: this is CBF’s new web
address replacing www.thefellowship.info) to read numerous articles about the re-branding process. Also
included in that edition of fellowship! magazine is a wonderful feature story about Samaritan Ministry in
Knoxville. This HIV/AIDS ministry is a great example of how CBF partners with others to renew God’s
world.
A significant part of designing the new CBF logo is the creation of a new house brand. Each state and
region has been invited to craft a new logo under the house brand. Tennessee CBF is working with staff at
CBF to design a new logo. We hope to share this new logo at the General Assembly in Knoxville.
I’m excited about what has emerged from the branding process! I especially appreciate the ways in which
this branding work has clarified CBF’s identity. You can read my article in support of the “Big Idea” on
CBF’s blog.
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College Student Ministries

Tennessee CBF Supports
CBF Field Personnel

One of Tennessee CBF’s priorities is supporting
and encouraging college student ministries. We
know the life-changing potential of engaging in
CBF student summer opportunities. Our goal this
summer is to support students through two
excellent opportunities afforded by CBF:

Tennessee CBF values the global mission
enterprise of the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
This year, the TCBF Coordinating Council has
committed funds to help at least three field
personnel in 2015:
1) $5,000 to support the work of Missy Ward
Angalla in Uganda.
2) $2,500 to support the start-up work of Bill and
Noy Peeler in Cambodia.
3) $5,000 to support the ministry efforts of Josh
and Caroline Smith in South Africa.

Student.GO - Through this ministry, students
serve alongside CBF field personnel for the
summer. Students receive training in cross-cultural
ministry. CBF pays a small stipend for the
placement, and TCBF helps above this basic
support from CBF. For an application or more
information, go to www.studentdotgoning.com.
Application deadline is March 1, 2015.

2014-2015 State Missions
Offering Update
Your gifts to the Tennessee CBF Elizabeth
Richards Missions Offering make an incredible
kingdom difference. When you give you invest in
the work of Samaritan Ministry in Knoxville,
Neverfail Community Church in Sparta, college
student ministries, and church mission grants.
We set a challenging goal of $27,500 this year. To
date, we have given $17,949.22. TCBF continues
to collect this offering through June 30.

Collegiate Congregational Internship - CCI
interns serve a CBF-affiliated congregation during
the summer. An intern is assigned an encourager
and is supervised by a church staff member. This
ministry is to help students learn about vocational
calling to a local congregation. Both CBF and
TCBF will provide support for CCI on a first-come,
first-served basis. For more information, go to
www.thefellowship.info/cci/. The deadline to apply
for CCI is March 30, 2015.

TCBF Financial Summary
Again, Tennessee CBF expresses appreciation to
all individuals and congregations who partner with
us and invest in our ministry. Undesignated
Income for July through December 2014 is
$96,850.98, and budget expenses for the same
period are $71,054.08 (NOTE: we have not yet
paid our commitment to field personnel). This
positive report enables us to generously support
additional mission and ministry opportunities.

Please consider investing in a college student this
summer. Your church will enrich the life of a young
adult (ideally a student from your congregation)
and strengthen the ministry of your local body of
believers.

Mission Grant
The TCBF Coordinating Council approved a
$1,000 mission grant for Central Baptist Church in
Johnson City, TN, to support the start-up work of
Christian Women Job Corps of East Tennessee - a
partner ministry of the congregation.

NOTE: A CCI church may find its own intern or
CBF can help place a CCI intern. Contact Terry
Maples at tmaples@tncbf.org or Wanda Kidd at
wkidd@cbfnc.org.
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Invitation to Scholastica
Coordinator of coaching, mentoring, and
internships at Central Seminary's Nashville site, Dr.
Eileen Campbell-Reed says, “Fifty years ago there
were virtually no congregations in the United States
led by female pastors. In these five decades the
number of women leading churches has grown
dramatically, making women's pastoral leadership
one of the most significant changes for the church
in the last half-century.” TCBF applauds leadership
roles of women in local church life.
A researcher and author on ministry and women’s
leadership, Campbell-Reed says 10 to 30 percent
of mainline Protestant churches are pastored by
women, depending on the denomination. American
Baptists are at the low end of that scale hovering
between nine and 10 percent. Only five percent of
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship churches are
pastored by women.

Winter Youth Summit Retrospective

The Regional Winter Youth Summit that took place
at First Baptist Church in Huntsville, AL, January
16-18, was a very positive experience for the 300
students who participated. Dr. Roger Nishioka,
professor at Columbia Theological Seminary,
captured the imaginations of students as he
elaborated upon scriptures related to being salt
and light. Roger is a masterful storyteller and
connected beautifully with those gathered.
Students also enjoyed the band Digital Age. A good
time was had by all, and TCBF was pleased to
partner with Alabama CBF to sponsor this
meaningful experience for students. Stay tuned for
information about the next regional winter summit,
already in the works.

The growth, especially in
mainline congregations, is
impressive; however,
there is little question a
women's leadership
initiative is still needed.
For more than a century
Central Seminary has
prepared Baptists for
ministry. Currently led by
Dr. Molly T. Marshall,
Central Seminary is
especially well-positioned
to support a leadership
initiative for women
seeking to answer a call to
vocational ministry in Baptist churches and
beyond.

Thanks to Josh Plant from Trinity in Cordova for
planning the worship experiences and to Daniel
Johnson (far right above) who brought an energetic
group from Second Baptist Church in Memphis.

On February 27 at 11:45 a.m., at Scarritt-Bennett
Center in Nashville, Dr. Marshall will speak to the
question, Why do we need a women's leadership
initiative for ministry? As a pioneer advocate for
women in ministry, and one of the early
spokespersons for women's ordination in Baptist
life, Dr. Marshall will bring her considerable depth
of understanding of both congregational needs and
the gifts of women to answer the question. Sign up
by February 20. Cost is $11.00 for lunch.
Scholastica is a peer-mentoring lunch series open
to all women in ministry in Middle Tennessee. TCBF
is pleased to partner with Central Seminary and
Scarritt-Bennett to provide Scholastica.

Register at: bwanet.org/congress.
For information, contact Dr. Stephen Cook at
stephen.cook@2ndmemphis.org.
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REGISTRATION FORM
Tennessee CBF
General Assembly
Central Baptist Church of Fountain City
Knoxville, TN
Saturday, April 11, 2015
Adults/Youth
Name _____________________________________________________________________
Name _____________________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________ City ___________________
State _____ Zip ____________ Phone __________________________
Email Address ___________________________________________
Church______________________________________________________________
Children (K through 5) Advance registration for age-appropriate activities is required.
Please list name and current school grade of those attending.
Name _______________________________ Current school grade _______
Name _______________________________ Current school grade ________
Name _______________________________ Current school grade ________
Allergies (check one) Yes ________ No _________ (If yes, please list allergies.)
____________
Preschool
(for children 6 months through pre-K) Advance registration required.
Name _____________________________________________Age ______________
Name _____________________________________________Age ______________
Allergies (check one) Yes _________ No ________ (If yes, please list allergies.)
Saturday Luncheon Sign-up:
Number of youth/adults ($10 each)
Number of grade school children ($5 each)
Number of preschoolers (no charge)
$ included with registration (maximum of $20 per family)

$
$
$

Combined Choir Sign-up:
Sign me up to sing in the combined choir for closing worship (affects assignments for
the food packing mission project).
Mail Registration & Payment to: Tennessee CBF - P.O. Box 11747 - Murfreesboro, TN 37129
OR register online at tncbf.org.
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Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 11747
Murfreesboro, TN 37129
Phone: 615.907.8525
Website: tncbf.org
Terry Maples - Field Coordinator
Email: tmaples@tncbf.org
Brittany Jackson - Office Manager
Email: bjackson@tncbf.org
Address Service Requested

Join us in Dallas, TX for the CBF General Assembly.
Go to http://www.thefellowship.info/general-assembly/ to register.
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