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WHY?
One of Vermont’s most serious issues is childhood poverty. One third of our kids
are growing up in conditions and with challenges that make it difficult for them to
prosper and thrive.
• Prior to Vermont’s aggressive health care reform in late 2014, over 44,000
families were uninsured mostly due to the high cost of living or being selfemployed. The working poor usually do not qualify for state or federal funding
and more likely to go without coverage—resulting in lack of medical/dental
care. Despite rising poverty rates, the overall enrollment in the state program is
declining due perhaps to the family’s inability to pay premiums.
• Vermont is one of the best states for raising a
family, yet the number of children living in poverty
in southern Vermont, exceeds the national average,
with Windham and Bennington counties being
among the highest. These areas of concentrated
poverty have remained relatively unchanged for
one or more decades reflecting that poverty is
generational and cyclical.
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• Hunger is on the rise in Vermont. Over one third of families in Vermont with
children depend on food pantries and school lunches as their primary resource for
food. 70% of students at Jamaica Village School and 46% of students at Leland
and Gray qualify for a free or reduced lunch.
• Mental and Social health needs among youth exceed the national average.
Poverty and isolation are among the leading causes as suicide is the 2nd leading
cause of death among Vermont youth age 15-24.
• Only 20% of Vermont 9th graders will go on to earn a 4-year college degree.
College aspirations among Vermont’s youth fall well below the national average.

“Poverty is all around us. In Jamaica, its face is well-known. Since 2011, poverty has risen from
40% to nearly 70% in our area...and some of our children know what it means to be hungry.
When asked “what did you eat for dinner last night?” I receive blank stares, replies of “nothing”
or “there wasn’t enough.” I see children each day eat more at school than an adult, and ask for
seconds, as if they were stocking up not knowing if they would be having dinner.
...continued

WHAT WE DO
Building Bonds Between Families, Schools, and Community
A PARTNERSHIP TO PROVIDE SOCIAL WORKER SERVICES
This initiative will establish partnerships with local businesses, organizations, and
agencies to strengthen local “population health,” with our youth at the center.
The goal is to create long-term solutions over the next three years—when mental
health and basic social services become easily accessible to all families, and
integrated with our coordinated school and health care services, we can increase
the economic vitality and viability of our region.

Student Success
A HUMAN ENDEAVOR TO ADDRESS
POVERTY, EDUCATION, & THE FUTURE
Executed by Burr & Burton Academy, the program takes a comprehensive
approach—connecting with teens before they enter high school, fostering
powerful relationships, providing goal-setting and mindset training, structured
homework and study time, and providing meaningful, tangible, educational
incentives. These teens learn to develop a vision for the future, and that their
success in school and beyond matters greatly.

Moving Mountains
HELPING LOCAL CHILDREN IN-NEED
The “Moving Mountains” initiative is to help provide basic living supplies and an
equality of educational opportunities for achild that cannot otherwise afford them.
By Moving Mountains, a child will focus on their education, gain confidence, and
a desire to succeed through the help of their supportive and caring community.
The long term goal will be to help the child appreciate the value of education, a
readiness for higher learning, strength of character, and a sense of purpose to
propel them out of the cyclicality of a disadvantaged situation.

“But poverty goes beyond hunger; personal care suffers. At our school, we have students who
have never seen a dentist, and more who until recently, own a toothbrush. We have students
who come to school dirty and un-kept, wearing the same clothes for days, sneakers that are duct
taped, who need help washing, and families so caught up in poverty, they don’t understand the
importance of working with the school and how to access agencies to help their child. ”
LAURA HAZARD, PRINCIPAL OF JAMAICA VILLAGE SCHOOL, 2015

What People Are Saying
strattonfoundation.org/heartofstratton

Make a Difference in Our Community
Arlington
Danby
Dorset
Jamaica
Landgrove

Londonderry
Manchester
Peru
Stratton
Sunderland

Townshend
Weston
Wardsboro
Windham
Winhall

Elaine Cella
Randall Dapron
Jonathan Klein
Craig Panarisi

Christine Porto
Parker Rice
Elizabeth Ward
Kim Wohler

Board of Directors
Carolyn Blitz, President
Steve Kerstein, Treasurer
Laura Mullen, Secretary

“The Foundation is having an impact not just on one life, on one day, but really over time in
building and strengthening a community that will have an impact over and over again.
We are very fortunate to have the Stratton Foundation in our community.”
TOM DOUGHERTY, DIRECTOR OF NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIONS, 2015

