
2020 Call for Scores 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 
 
Q: When is the deadline for applying?  
A: April 30, 2020. 

 

Q. I have applied in the past, why should I apply again this year?  
A. Our committee and program needs change each year, so your work might 

connect with us more this year. We are also offering the unique opportunity 

to publish open access with the UCLA Music Library for the first time this 

year, so we are encouraging composers to take advantage of that as well.   

 

Q: What is open access? 
A: Open access publications are digital, online, freely available information.  

 

Q: Why publish open access?  
A: Open access publishing of your scores with the UCLA Music Library will 

make your scores more readily available for musicians and scholars to peruse 

and study. The scores will be widely available globally and will be published 

online through UC’s eScholarship (see http://escholarship.org/uc/ucla). 

Unlike many traditional publishing agreements, you can choose to keep full 

copyright and have control of performances and royalties. The open access 

scores published by the UCLA Music Library are like online perusal scores 

provided by some publishers, but presented in a scholarly and academic 

performance context.  

 

Q: Why don’t you have a fee for applicants this year? 
A: Thanks to generous financial support from the UCLA Music Library, we are 

able to cover our administrative costs for holding our 2020 call for scores. In 

http://escholarship.org/uc/ucla


past years our call for scores had a $30 application fee, which we waived no 

questions asked for any composer experiencing financial hardship. For 

people who wish to make a donation to Kaleidoscope to help support our 

musicians, programming, and future commissions, all donations are 

tax-deductible and can be made through our website at: www.kco.la/support 

and www.kco.la/sponsorship 

 

Q: What if my piece is already published or self-published? 
A: You can still submit it. If you have transferred copyright to a publisher such 

as Boosey and Hawkes, you can still apply for our call for scores, but you 

cannot elect for open access publishing. If you are the sole copyright holder, 

you can elect to publish it with the UCLA Music Library as an open access 

publication even if you have self-published the score previously.  

 

Q: How do I know if I am the sole copyright holder?  
A: If the work is completely your own and you haven’t transferred copyright 

to a publisher or distributor, you are the sole copyright holder. If your work 

includes text or music that is not by you or is not in the public domain (lyrics 

or music arrangement), you are not the sole copyright holder.  

 

Q: If I have my piece published by the UCLA Music Library, will that prevent me 
from selling it elsewhere or having it be published elsewhere at a later date? 
A: No, you will still be free to sell or transfer ownership of your music as you 

wish. 

 

Q: When will the open access publications be available?  
A: We’re not sure. This is our first time doing this. We will work to make them 

available as efficiently as possible in 2020 and keep people updated.  

 

Q: Will you share my age or other demographic information? 
A: No, we only use this information internally, within our organizations and 

will not report individual demographic information externally.  

 

http://www.kco.la/support
http://www.kco.la/sponsorship


Q: Do you want the score and parts?  
A: No, we only want you to share your complete score. We will ask for parts 

for the pieces we choose to program. 

         

Q: Does my piece need to be a world, US, or west coast premiere?  
A: No, it’s fine if your piece has already been performed in California or 

elsewhere. 

 

Q: Does it matter when my piece was written? 
A: Yes, we are happy to consider any piece written in the past 10 years. 

 

Q: What size is Kaleidoscope and what music have you performed previously? 
A: The size of our ensemble is very flexible depending on programming and 

we have performed everything from solo pieces to chamber works to large 

symphonies. The programs for our first six seasons are listed on our 

webpage: www.kco.la/concerts/ 

 

Q: How many pieces will you select from this year's call for scores?  
A: We do not have a set number of pieces we are planning to choose but we 

have programmed over 100 pieces by living composers in our first six 

seasons. Aside from 20 pieces we have already commissioned for next season 

from our 20x2020 project (www.kco.la/20x2020), we will decide on the 

pieces we want to perform from our call for scores before we consider other 

works by living and non-living composers. Works chosen from this call for 

scores will be performed in our 7th season (2020-2021). 

 

Q: Do you have recordings of any of your past performances? 
A: Yes, live recordings from most of our past performances are available on 

our website and YouTube page:  

www.kco.la/videos 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXKRMNcjZt6J1mkadBmtyw 

 

 

http://www.kco.la/concerts/
http://www.kco.la/20x2020
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http://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXKRMNcjZt6J1mkadBmtyw


Q: If my piece is programmed, will it be recorded? 
A: Yes, performances next season will also be professionally audio and video 

recorded. Composers will have time to review and give approval before 

recordings are shared publicly. 

 

Q: If my piece is selected, how many rehearsals and performances will my piece 
have? 
A: We rehearse each piece six or more times leading up to two or more 

performances in different parts of Los Angeles. We know living composers 

often get shortchanged with rehearsal time and we are committed to 

performing all music at the highest level possible. 

 

Q: How large is your audience? 
A: Depending on the venue, we normally have between 300 and 1000 people 

per concert. We also have over 30,000 followers online through email and 

social media, so recordings of performances reach many additional people. 

 

Q: Where have you performed? 
A: Past venues have included Walt Disney Concert Hall, Zipper Hall at the 

Colburn School, Huntington Museum, Hahn Hall at Music Academy of the 

West, UCLA’s Hammer Museum, Musco Center for the Arts, Wallis 

Annenberg Performing Arts Center, LA Theatre Center, Ace Theatre, and 

Union Station. Kaleidoscope is a 501c3 charitable organization and over 75 

percent of the concerts we perform each season are at schools, hospitals, 

homeless shelters, and other underserved parts of Los Angeles. All of our 

public concerts are free with a suggested donation, so everyone can feel 

welcome and we can reach the widest audience possible. 

 

Q: Do you cover travel expenses for composers? 
A: Yes, composers will be reimbursed for round trip air travel to Los Angeles 

from their city of residence (anywhere in the world) and be offered one week 

of housing accommodations leading up to performances. Although we try to 



schedule rehearsals and performances on dates when composers are free to 

attend, we understand it is not always possible, and attendance is optional. 

 

Q: Do you announce finalists publicly? If my piece is selected for your final round 
but is not chosen to be programmed, can I be anonymous?  
A: Yes and yes. If any composer does not wish to be recognized as a finalist 

unless their piece is programmed, we will not announce any finalists until our 

final programming decisions have been made. 

 

Q: Are there age or nationality requirements to apply? 
A: No. We are happy to consider composers of any age and nationality. 

 

Q: How many pieces can I submit? 
A: Composers are encouraged to submit up to three works written in the past 

decade. You also will need to submit a separate online application for each 

piece you wish to submit. For instance, if you wish to submit a solo cello 

piece, a chamber music piece, and an orchestra piece, you would submit three 

applications. 

 

Q: Is there a better chance of being selected if I submit multiple pieces?  
A: This is a hard question to answer but sometimes one piece a composer 

sends connects with us much more than another. We have also occasionally 

chosen to program more than one piece by the same composer in the same 

year. We consider each piece submitted as a separate application and give it 

equal consideration to all the other pieces we receive. 

 

Q: Who will be judging the applications? 
A: Each year a different group of musicians who have performed regularly 

with Kaleidoscope are invited to participate in judging to ensure diverse 

feedback and different jury members from previous years. There are multiple 

people reviewing each piece in each round, so decisions are never up to just 

one person’s preferences.  

 



Q: What is your process for deciding which pieces to perform from your call for 
scores? 
A: Our committee spends hundreds of hours going through applications as 

thoroughly as possible in multiple rounds. The biggest considerations are: is 

this music we would love to perform, and is this music we would love to share 

with our audience. 

 

Q: Are you judging works blindly? 
A: No, but most of the composers whose works we have chosen in past years 

were previously unknown to us. 

 

Q: Should I remove my name from my score? 
A: No, all materials should be clearly labeled with your name. 

 

Q: Why are you requiring people to submit materials via Google Drive? Wouldn’t 
it be easier for us to just email you our recording and score? 
A: We found that we were spending a lot of time downloading and organizing 

materials in past years and it greatly slowed down our process. Also, some 

people sent materials with a download link that was expired by the time we 

got a chance to download. We want to spend as much time as possible getting 

to know your music and streamlining this process helps with that. 

 

Q: Am I required to submit a recording with my application? 
A: No. We have selected pieces without any recording, but it is very helpful to 

include one when possible. If you do not have a live recording, MIDI is also 

fine. 

 

Q: My piece has an important visual aspect. Is it possible to consider a video 
instead of an audio recording? 
A: Yes. If you wish to submit a video, please upload your video to YouTube or 

Vimeo or include a link in your Google Drive folder. If you wish your video to 

be private/unlisted, that’s also acceptable. 

 



Q: Is everything you perform without a conductor? What is your rehearsal 
process like? 
A: Yes. Kaleidoscope rehearses and performs without a conductor, and our 

process is very collaborative and democratic. Every musician shares equal 

responsibility for the artistic direction of each piece and is expected to study 

the score the way a conductor would. For more info, visit our main FAQ: 

www.kco.la/faq 

 

Q: Is there a maximum or minimum size ensemble you're looking for?  
A: No. We are happy to consider any solo works (with or without electronics), 

chamber music, or orchestra pieces (including concertos and pieces that 

feature one or more soloists). Works with voice, works focusing on one 

section (like string orchestra), and works with less traditional instruments or 

performance practice are also welcome. The only requirement is your piece 

should have been written in the past 10 years. 

 

Q: Do you have a preference of orchestral vs. chamber vs. solo pieces?  
A: No. We work to find a balance with different ensemble sizes throughout 

the season. 

 

Q: Is there a minimum or maximum length of piece you will consider?  
A: No, there are no requirements with length of the piece. 

 

Q: Are you willing to consider concertos and pieces with one or more soloists? 
A: Yes, several of the pieces we have performed in past seasons have been 

with soloists. 

 

Q: If my music has already been performed by Kaleidoscope, can I submit a 
different piece to be considered for next season? 
A: Yes. In addition to wanting to work with new composers each season, we 

also look forward to forming ongoing relationships with composers and 

performing more of their music when we can. Most of the pieces we have 

commissioned have been from composers we have worked with previously. 

http://www.kco.la/faq


 

Q: If I submitted a piece in a previous year that was not selected, can I submit it 
again? 
A: Yes. Although we encourage you to submit your strongest and most recent 

works each year, our committee also changes from year to year and it's 

possible specific pieces will connect with us more this year.   

 

Q: Is there a certain composition style you are looking for? 
A: No. The music we have performed has been very diverse and comes from 

composers of many different countries and backgrounds. 

 

Q: After I apply, how and when will I receive confirmation of my application? 
A: After our deadline (April 30), you will receive an email confirmation from 

us from the email you listed in your application. If you do not receive an email 

confirmation by early May, please let us know. It could be the email you gave 

us had a typo or other problem. We will also contact you if we have any 

questions or have issues accessing your files. Please make sure your 

materials stay uploaded in your Google Drive folder until after we announce 

the results. 

 

Q: I just heard about your call for scores but the deadline passed recently. Can I 
still apply? 
A: We strongly encourage everyone to submit their works before the 

deadline but if you need a little more time, please let us know and we may 

consider slightly late applications on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Q: When will chosen works be announced? 
A: After all composers are notified via email of the final results, we will make 

our first public announcement via social media in summer 2020. To follow us 

on social media, please go to: 

 

www.facebook.com/kaleidoscope.chamber.orchestra/ 

www.instagram.com/kco_music/  

http://www.facebook.com/kaleidoscope.chamber.orchestra/
http://www.instagram.com/kco_music/


https://twitter.com/kco_music 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCjXKRMNcjZt6J1mkadBmtyw 

 

Q: I have other questions not mentioned here. How do I get in touch?  
A: The best way to reach Kaleidoscope is via email at: contact@kco.la 

For questions for UCLA Music Library, please contact Matthew Vest at: 

mavest@library.ucla.edu 

For press requests for the UCLA Library, please contact Ariane Bicho at: 

bicho@library.ucla.edu  
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