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HOPELESS

Not A Storybook Christmas
Life is full of pain and uncertainty, which can destroy my hope, joy & peace.
SERIES BIG IDEA:

Jesus comes into the pain of my story to bring me hope, joy, and peace,
because He loves me.
But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because
what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you
are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.”
20

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23“The virgin
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means
“God with us”).

“God with me” means I have hope that God’s life defeats all death.
”The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life,
and have it to the full.”
John 10:10 (NIV)

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.
1 John 3:8 (NIV)

“God with me” means I have hope that God understands my reality.
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but
we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.
16
Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
15

Hebrews 4:15–16 (NIV)

“God with me” is hope for me in my __________________________________________.

22

My Notes:

When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and
took Mary home as his wife. 25But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave
birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.
24

Matthew 1:20–25 (NIV)

God came to be one of us so He could be with us.
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth… 18No
one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made him known.
14

John 1:14,18 (NIV)

TEACHING BIG IDEA:

I can have hope in my pain because I am certain that God is with me.
“God with me” means I have hope that God’s grace will sustain me.
Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with the Lord to
take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power
is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That is why, for Christ’s sake, I
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I
am weak, then I am strong.
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2 Corinthians 12:7–10 (NIV)
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