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FORM & FUNCTION 
FOR ALL AGES 
T A M A R A L O GS D O N H A W K I N S O N 
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hen this couple with four young children and a family dog decided to build their dream house on a midtown 
Tulsa lot, they had some specific ideas about the design of their new kitchen. “They wanted it to be 
contemporary using natural materials,” says Sherri Duvall of Duvall Architects, PC.  Duvall’s business partner 

and husband, John, was the lead architect on the project. “Plus, they wanted the home and especially the kitchen to be 
family-friendly and easily maintained,” she adds. 

 
The spacious kitchen opens into a comfortable family room where all the finishes were kept light and clean. Wide plank 
oak flooring with a tobacco gray washed finis h flows throughout both spaces, while the walls and ceiling are a s oft white. 

 
Barry Suderman, owner of Woodmasters Cabinetry & Millwork was an integral part of the building team, custom -crafting 
the kitchen cabinets. “Again, the idea was to keep the design s leek and simple,” says Duvall. The cabinets are white oak 
with a light wash, and dramatic brushed stainless steel handles run horizontally across the s pan of doors. 

 
The countertop and full height backs plash is white Carrara 
Venatino marble, supplied by Midwest Marble. By considering 
specific storage areas for typical household appliances and other 
cooking supplies, the counters are kept clean and uncluttered 
with the exception of a few carefully s elected decorative item s . 
 

 
The large island has a finished concrete countertop and holds the 
main sink so whoever is cooking or cleaning remains a part of the 
activities and conversations going on in the room. The Kartell 
brushed stainless pendant light fixtures are from SR Hughes. 
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A full-sized Thermador refrigerator and freezer flank the beverage bar where an additional s ink and wine refrigerator are 

 
located. Suderman also custom -crafted the overhead cabinets of stainless and frosted glass. Specialty lighting both 
inside the cabinets and below create additional ambiance. Stainless appliances from Thermador are used throughout 
the kitchen. 

 
The countertop overhangs the island, creating a casual eating area plus a comfortable place for children and friends to 
gather. Additional s eating was also created at the end of the nearby cabinet peninsula. The bars tools are also from SR 
Hughes, as are the Louis Ghost Chairs surrounding the custom made dining table where the family gathers for meals.  

 
“The homeowners wanted to create an inviting environment that 
would be adaptable for their growing family,” says Duvall. “And they 
were successful.”  
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SIMPLE AND SERENE 
T A M A R A L O GS D O N H A W K I N S O N 

 

 
PHOTO BY SCOTT MILLER. 

 

hen the homeowners began working with John and Sherri Duvall of Duvall Architects , PC on the design of the 
master bathroom for their new home, the goal was to continue with the them e established throughout the rest 
of the house: a contemporary feel with simple design.  

 
“Their preference was to utilize natural products, 
such as wood and s tone,” explains Sherri Duvall. 
Ultimately, it is the organic patterns of the 
products them s elves – travertine and white oak – 
that provide the overall design of the room. 
Instead of using the materials as background for 
other colors, wall coverings or art, it is the s tone 
and wood that become the art of the room. 

 
Midwest Marble was tapped to provide the 
travertine. The company meticulously installed 
rectangular travertine tile on the bathroom floor 
and on the walls and ceiling of the s team shower 
in a classic brickwork pattern. Detailed inset 
travertine shelves provide a place for toiletries. Using a butt joint, it is the natural grain of the travertine that becomes the 
design by eliminating the additional element of grout. 
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Large s labs of travertine were selected for the bathtub surround, top and backsplash. The whirlpool-style bathtub with 
multiple jets is large enough to accommodate several of the couple’s young children and has become a favorite gathering 
place for nightly baths . 

 
In addition, a perfect piece of travertine was located for the lengthy countertop of the other predominate element in the 
bathroom, a massive s weep of cabinets down an entire wall. By keeping the cabinet design simple using full flus h overlay 
doors, again the design becomes m ore about the natural patterns of the wood than about the design of the doors . Modern 
brushed stainless steel hardware blends with the gray tones of the travertine and contrasts with the warm tones of the 
wood. 

 
 

Two custom sets of upper cabinets accented with frosted glass flank the full size mirror offering the couple their own 
armoire-style s pace for storage. The cabinetry was custom built by Barry Suderman, owner of Woodmasters Cabinetry & 
Millwork. 

 
Simple “his and her” under-mount sinks are conveniently located near each upper cabinet. Stylish brushed stainless 
plumbing fixtures blend with the hardware below, and the other fixtures for the shower and bathtub. A pair of elegant 
sconces provides a blast of light that sparkles off the mirror, creating an even greater feeling of uncluttered openness . 

“Ultimately, the s pace is simple and serene,” says Duvall.  
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