
A classical creation 
A Maple Ridge home maintains its historic feel with a new, contemporary design inspired in  
many ways by art. 
 
A N N E  B R O C K M A N  

Historic settings can receive new life in a variety of ways. One approach that proved fruitful 

for a Tulsa family renovating and updating their 1918 Maple Ridge home was artful inspiration, 
in particular, a piece of contemporary art with a local tie. 
The artistic muse? “Four Strawberries” by Tulsa artist Otto Duecker. 

While this piece served as an inspiration for a complete overhaul and enlargement of the home’s 
kitchen, contemporary art is infused into every room, says Sherri Duvall, who, with her 
husband, John, owns the architectural and interior design firm Duvall Architects. The 
homeowners own a large collection of original art, with each piece claiming its rightful place and 
integrated into the home’s recent design updates and renovations.  

 Renovating and expanding the home’s kitchen was a must for this family, who cooks nearly every night. Inspired by art 
and simplicity, Duvall created a culinary space that doubled the size of the existing kitchen. Walnut cabinetry is paired with 
open stainless and walnut shelving, professional-grade appliances and Calcutta marble countertops for an inviting and 
functional space. 



Originally, the kitchen was a small, narrow space that was not conducive to the five-member 
family, who loves to cook and dine in nearly seven days a week. Duvall renovated the kitchen, 
creating additional and more functional space. 

She also designed around the art, specifically designing a spot for the Duecker piece so it 
overlooks the dining area on one side of the room.    

An adjacent wall is home to another piece of art, a painting of a lemon slice by Dennis 
Wojtkiewicz that adds color and culinary inspiration to the contemporary kitchen. 

Overall, Duvall created a kitchen with clean lines and simple beauty. The wall of clear-coated 
walnut cabinets by Barry Suderman of Woodmasters Cabinetry and Millwork offers a 
remarkable artistic element with its naturally striated wood grain. The honed Calcutta marble 
countertops and minimal yet functional open walnut and stainless-steel shelving for glassware 
further carry out the look. 

“She (the homeowner) was very willing to have open storage, and I like the whole feel of that 
wall not having anything heavy on it, so it really felt open, with it already having the windows on 
it,” Duvall says. “And they actually use the glasses. They’re not just for looks. I really like that 
aspect of it.” 

The remodel doubled the kitchen’s size and gave it a more contemporary setting, but Duvall says 
she and the homeowners remained cognizant of connecting the redesign to the home’s early-
20th-century roots. 

Creating cohesiveness from the old to new areas was 
crucial for the homeowners. This was a focus in 
updates to the dining room, library and sunroom, as 
well as constructing a family room from a porte 
cochere original to the home and constructing a new 
garage and upstairs living area. John Duvall focused 
on the exterior elements of the remodel and additions, 
while Sherri bridged the exterior and interior designs. 

In part, Sherry Duvall achieved cohesion by 
reproducing the historical 12-inch baseboards and 
crown moldings in the original and new spaces as 
well as matching exterior updates to the look of the 
original home. 

“From the exterior, we were even more religious 
about it, so from the outside of the house, you would 
really have to kind of wonder what was old and what 
was new,” Duvall says, “and that, of course, was our 
goal.” 



She adds that the design team found a brick and cut limestone that matched the exterior, and they 
looked to elements from the old garage to inspire the new garage. They also recreated many of 
the exterior’s limestone accents to add to the home’s authenticity. 

She kept all of these elements at the forefront of her mind while designing the new family room 
from the existing porte-cochere structure. Duvall says she and contractor Tony Jordan of Jordan 
& Sons painstakingly deconstructed all the architectural elements of the porte cochere so they 
could rebuild it into the family room with its historically inspired, custom-made 7-foot windows. 
They recycled the bricks to maintain the exterior façade’s visual integrity.  

Inside the new family room, Duvall painted the red bricks a neutral wall color and added a honed 
limestone fireplace — itself a work of art. This monolithic stone element, which is now home to 
an EcoSmart fireplace, anchors the room on the east end. The homeowners requested the 
EcoSmart fireplace, which runs on denatured alcohol, has a ventless system and is easy to 
maintain and operate.  

“We had no idea we would use it as much as we do,” one of the homeowners says.  

 

During the home’s renovation, the porte cochere was transformed into a family room featuring a comfortable sitting area 
opposite a limestone fireplace. 



Next to the new room lies the 
hub for this family — a 
mudroom, office and 
organizational dream all in 
one. 

“This is a space that is so vital 
to every family,” Duvall says. 
“Every family we work with 
needs this kind of function in 
some form.”  

Duvall thoroughly evaluated 
the family’s needs before 
designing the space. Who 
would use the space? How 

many computer workstations could it accommodate? What activities would the children bring 
into the space? 

Art even creeps into this utilitarian area via the 
children’s school artwork, which is displayed on 
the large bulletin board and stored in handy 
organizational boxes. 

“I really work at making homes feel serene 
because everyone’s life is so hectic, you need 
your home to have that calming feeling,” Duvall 
says. “And you really need to give people a place 
to put everything so that they can manage the 
household’s everyday tasks to help them keep 
their life running smoothly. 

“It’s never going to be perfect, but if you have 
some of these (functional aspects) in the structure 
and set up and in place, it really makes a 
difference. I really think design can affect the 
quality of life.” 

 

With a custom-made table by Tim Warlick and a mid-century 
Venini chandelier, the dining room offers a cozy space for 
gatherings. The space originally served as the library but was 
flipped with the home’s existing dining room during the 
renovation. 



The family spends a lot of downtime in the home’s 
library. The space was originally the dining room, but 
Duvall and the homeowners decided to flip the two 
spaces, creating a large, comfortable area full of natural 
light. 

On the room’s focal wall, Duvall constructed a large 
bookcase to hold the family’s favorite reads, trinkets and 
photos. Duvall knew better than to fill the library with 
shelves. She reserved large expanses of blank walls in 
the room and throughout the house. 

“Large walls (are needed) for this client,” Duvall says. “I 
know they will have something to put there.” 

In the library, as in many other rooms, original art finds 
a home on the previously blank walls. 

 

 

 

As a quiet respite from the day’s chaos, the home’s 
library provides a comfortable getaway for reading. 
Duvall Architects constructed the shelving to 
accommodate the family of five’s books, photos and 
other items. The owners’ love of art also is reflected in 
the home’s design, which mixes historic and 
contemporary elements. 

In the library, a family-heirloom table complements the 
contemporary art by Cara Barer. 



 

Directly across from the library, the formal living room includes the home’s original mantel and 
provides a cozy place for entertaining. While reminiscent of the home’s historical feel, the space 
also includes modern elements, such as the simple yet elegant silver-leaf-effect wall covering, 
one of the owners’ favorite parts of the design. 

 “It kind of shimmers, but it’s subtle at the same time,” a homeowner says. 

The homeowners say they love the design effects and elements that add modern twists to their 
historic home. 

“I love that we have a historic home, yet we have been able to take it to a modern interior, and I 
think the house is quite simple, even though it’s quite grand at the same time,” one of the 
homeowners says. 

The home’s simple design has allowed the homeowners’ style, furnishings and artwork to create 
a colorful and fluid display. As only the fifth owners for a home nearing the century mark, the 
homeowners were pleased that many of the home’s historical aesthetics remained and still apply 
in the setting. 

“It’s like you’ve got this historical canvas and you can really come in and let the historical show, 
almost like a museum, into a very current and modern living style,” Duvall says.  
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