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JACKALOPE: KNITTING KIT FOR MEN

OVERVIEW

Jackalope is a starter knitting kit that targets men between  

the ages of 18–35. This product includes all of the tools and  

instructions necessary for someone interested in the craft to  

knit their own cap, scarf, or set of gloves.  

CHALLENGE

Men have been knitting for centuries—not as a frivolous hobby,  

but as a means of constructing practical garments and household 

necessities. In the postwar era, however, knitting became  

associated almost exclusively as a female-dominated activity,  

causing males to distance themselves from the craft. While many 

men today are interested in knitting, they are often discouraged  

by the branding and iconography that dominate the market and 

reinforce the perception that the craft is a “ladies-only” affair.  

As such, male knitters are an overlooked consumer group when  

they may very well be a lucrative niche market.

SOLUTION

Jackalope intentionally differentiates itself from competing  

products by offering a design that is masculine without being  

patronizing. The classic and rugged aesthetic of the starter kit  

is reminiscent of vintage camping, fishing, and survival gear.  

Sturdy waxed canvas and attractive leather detailing allow the  

Jackalope kit to look equally at home on a workbench as it  

would on a bachelor’s coffee table. No-nonsense directions and 

high-quality tools give crafters a starting point for several projects  

that encourage the construction of practical goods and future  

exploration into the art form.  
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JACKALOPE: KNITTING KIT FOR MEN

Target Audience:
Men between the ages of 18-40.

Outdoorsmen, craftsmen, hobbyists, artists, 
designers, and hipsters.

Men who enjoy working with their hands and 
being creative.

MASCULINE, SOPHISTICATED, CLASSIC, RUSTIC, SIMPLE5 KEYWORDS AS BRAND DRIVERS:
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INSPIRATION: POINT OF PURCHASE DISPLAY
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NAME EXPLORATION

Hook
Stitch
Row
Loop
Chain
Reel
Cast On
Bind Off
Join
Bait
Lure
Sink
Tackle
Starboard
Stern
Adrift
Ahoy
Anchor
Ashore
Aye Aye
Bow
Bridge
Cabin
Captain
Cowl
Dock

First Mate
Harbor
Helm
Knot
Landlubber
Mast
Sail
Salty Dog
Sea chest
Seaworthy
Sextent
Stowaway
Knit Like a Man
Yarn Overboard
Knit Your Bros
Knit Pick
Hook, Line, and Sinker
Hooked
Stitch
In the Loop
Ball Sack
A Whole New Ball Game
Cast Off
Cast Away
Off the Hook
Hook Up

Play Ball
Have a Ball
Purl of Wisdom
Balls
Ball and Chain
Balls to the Wall
Balls Out
Balls Deep
Ballsy
Chain of Command
Set a Course
Real Men Knit
Knitting Takes Balls
Grab Life by the Balls
Foxhole
Helmet
Ration
Gear
Covert Ops
Black Ops
Field Manual
Recon
Commander
Grizzly
Armadillo
Badger

Stag
Buck
Bait and Stitch
Knit Knack
Knitty Gritty
Knit Sack
Aye, Craftin’!
Crafty SOB
Maiden Voyage
Bearing
Benchmark
Canopy
Cardinal Points
Due North
Deadman
Gauntlet
Ranger
Jackalope: Truly Man-made
The Gritty Seaman
Yarnacles
Yarrrn
Portmanteau
Sweaterans
Row a Pair

5 KEYWORDS

MASCULINE
SOPHISTICATED
CLASSIC
RUSTIC
SIMPLE
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KIT CONSTRUCTION

Due to my utter lack of sewing skills and experience, my first prototype 
was incredibly crude. I used cheap muslin for my fabric and stapled it 
together. It wasn’t much to look at, but it did help me figure out the 
logistics of scale, dimension, and functionality.

Rather than hire a seamstress to construct my final package, I decided 
to spend my money on a sewing machine and teach myself the basics. 
I was so intimidated by this complicated machinery that it took me 
more than 24 hours before I worked up the nerve to even turn the  
thing on. Several youtube videos later and I finally figured out how to 
thread my machine.

After a bit of practice, I started to gain some confidence in my sewing 
techniques. Eventually I was even able to achieve straight lines in my 
stitching. I constructed a second prototype out of muslin so that I could 
work out all of the kinks before moving on to canvas.

Once I was sure about the dimensions of my kit, I cut out a pattern  
of all the pieces using box board. Then I traced each piece of my  
pattern onto canvas fabric and used a rotary cutter to cut them out.  
I quickly realized that sewing canvas is a lot trickier than muslin. 
Achieving the correct tension in my thread and getting straight lines 
proved to be a nightmare.

I completed a third prototype out of canvas fabric, but just wasn’t  
satisfied with the quality of the stitching and construction. So I  
made one more canvas prototype which, thankfully, became my final 
package. Once it was complete, I took a bar of Otter brand fabric wax 
and rubbed it into the canvas. I then turned my attention to leather 
craft and learned how to punch holes, shave thinner pieces, and  
apply rivets, snaps, and buckles. Afterwards, I made chromatech dry 
rub-downs of my logo and applied them to my leather.
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