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Commander 
General’s Report  
to the Order 
 
For this issue of the Newsletter, 
distributed just prior to our 
Annual Congress in New 
Orleans, we feature our 2015 
Admiral of the Navy George 
Dewey Award honoree, the 
Chairman of Fed Ex 
Corporation, Mr. Frederick W. 
Smith. We are honored that 
Mr. Smith will be joining us for 
the Award Luncheon and look 

forward very much to meeting him and to conferring his Award. 
 
I point out another feature-filled issue with articles about the 
Honor Flight Bay Area Foundation and Hub, the Sunken 
USS Independence Survey, and the North American Society for 
Oceanic History James C. Bradford Dissertation Fellowship in 
Naval History. There also is a fascinating article submitted by 
Companion Al Serafini about the day the officers and men of the 
USS Missouri (BB-63) buried a kamikaze pilot at sea.   
 
On the particularly good news side, our Commandery Support 
Team has been hard at work and we are pleased to know that new 
Commanderies are emerging in Memphis and in Hawaii. 
Organizers also have committed to help us revive the dormant 
Commanderies in San Diego and in the Philadelphia Valley area. 
Most other Commanderies are doing well, though much work lies 
ahead as we grow and expand our reach. 
 
It is not too late to decide to join us at this year’s Annual 
Congress in New Orleans 21-24 October! Gary Bair, 
Commandery Commander, Captain, U.S. Navy (Retired), and 
Congress Host Committee Chair, has heavily publicized the event 
and by now you should know that the hotel is centrally located and 
the price is right. Plan to come to New Orleans and help us 
celebrate the Naval Order’s 125th Anniversary. 
 
Finally, it is with mixed emotions that I write this, my final Report 
as Commander General. At the end of the Autumn Annual 
Congress Captain Michele Lockwood, USN (Retired), will relieve 
me when I turn over the Official Naval Order Gavel. It has been a 
challenging but wonderful journey for me and for my wife, Libby. 
During these past two years each of you has provided us with 
tremendous support and encouragement as, together, we all have 
been able to steer the Naval Order on a navigable course into the 
future. Many elements of our Strategic Plan have been 
accomplished or are initially energized, such as the Projects 
process, our Communications Team, and the efforts mentioned 
above to initiate new Commanderies and revive a few flagging 
Commanderies. For that, you have my eternal gratitude.  

Soon, you will be in the very capable hands of Captain 
Lockwood; she is extremely well-qualified and has many exciting 
ideas about how we can become more attuned to existing 
possibilities and new capabilities. Stay tuned!  
 
Bless all of you, our Sea Services past and present, and our great 
nation, the United States of America.   

Vance Morrison 
 
LT Sean A. Munnis, USCG, Receives the 
Naval Order’s 2015 U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Junior Instructor Award 

 
Lieutenant Sean A. 
Munnis, U.S. Coast 
Guard, was the 
recipient of the 
Naval Order’s 
annual 2015 U.S. 
Coast Guard 
Academy Junior 
Instructor Award, 
established in 1989 
in cooperation with 
the Superintendent, 
U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy, to 
recognize the 
personal, 
professional and  

academic leadership exhibited by a junior officer of the rotating 
faculty. The cadets choose the instructor and the Naval Order 
sponsors the award.  
 

This year’s award was presented to Lieutenant Munnis, an 
Instructor from the Department of Engineering, at the Coast 
Guard Academy’s Convocation Ceremony on 20 August in New 
London, Connecticut, jointly by the Cadet Regimental 
Commander, Cadet 1/c Samuel P. Roets, and by the 
Commander General, Captain Vance H. Morrison, U.S. Navy 
(Retired), in Leamy Hall Auditorium in the presence of the 
entire regiment of Cadets, Academy Faculty and Staff, guests, 
and friends.  
 

Music was provided by the Coast Guard Woodwind Quintet.  
 
The Academy Superintendent, Rear Admiral James E. Rendon, 
U.S. Coast Guard, congratulated Lieutenant Munnis who then 
offered a very well-received set of remarks to the assembled 
cadets. A reception followed the Convocation Ceremony, which 
also featured awards and recognition for a number of other 
members of the faculty - but none as eagerly acknowledged as 
Lieutenant Munnis. He also received a full membership in the 
Naval Order and now is one of our  
newest Companions. 

Submitted by Vance Morrison 

LT Sean A. Munnis, USCG, 2015 Junior 
Instructor Award recipient addresses the Coast 

Guard Academy. Photo by Coast Guard 
Photographer PO3 Lisa Ferdinando 
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EOD Tournament 

 

The Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Association (Navy 
EOD Association) Chapter 6's seventh annual EOD “Hurt-
Locker” Charity Golf Tournament was held August 19 at 
Shadowmoss Plantation Golf Club, Charleston SC.  
 
The Charleston Commandery assisted the "Hurt Locker" 
Tournament 2015 through the sponsorship of CDR Mike 
Mercer, who is also a member of the Navy EOD Association.   

 

During the last six years the local Navy EOD chapter has been 
able to raise and distribute over $90,000 to our brave EOD men 
and women in uniform and their families in support of the EOD 
Warrior Foundation.  

Submitted by Mike Mercer 
Charleston Volunteers 

 

In 1989 the Foundation for Underwater Research and Education, 
a non-profit group, was formed to address a developing shortfall 
in students pursuing marine engineering and ocean technology. An 
engineering design competition was devised to inspire engineering 
students to delve into broad areas of underwater technology 
advancement by providing an arena where they could translate 
theoretical knowledge into reality. And so the first biennial 
International Submarine Race (ISR) was launched.  

 

The ISR is essentially a human-powered submarine design 
competition that encourages innovation, problem solving, and 
practical skill development through applications within the 
parameters of marine technology. Contestant teams develop a one-
or two-person “wet” submarine. Each sub is unique, designed 
“from scratch,” and relies on novel techniques for propulsion and 
guidance. Crew members breathe SCUBA from the air supply 
carried aboard. 

 

2015 International Submarine Race 

VC, Charleston Commandery, CAPT Jerry Rovner, USN (Ret.), a 
former Deep Sea Diving and Salvage Officer, has been involved 
in the races since 1991, when he and his diving unit of 52 
personnel were sent by the Navy to provide  under-water support 
for the races. Jerry returned for the ’93 Ft. Lauderdale ISR with 
over 100 personnel, 80 of whom were divers. 

 

By 1995 ISR sponsorship had fallen apart, and Jerry was asked to 
take over the directorship of the competition. With help from the 
Navy he was able to switch the ISR venue to the David Taylor 
Model Basin – the largest test facilities for the development of 
ship design in the world. DTMB is a field activity of the 
Carderock (MD) Division of the Naval Surface Warfare Center, 
which has graciously hosted the racers every other year since. 

 

As the program has flourished under Jerry’s directorship, his wife, 
Sue – also an enthusiastic and dedicated participant in the 
Charleston Commandery–has overseen the expanding biennial 
registration process with her usual aplomb and good cheer. Since 
the competition’s introduction, the International Submarine 
Races have hosted over 300 teams, designing and building 250+ 
submarines (including modifications). The now-over-3000 
contestants include university and high school students, research 

entities, as well as private individuals. Awards cover best overall 
performance, innovation, speed by category, best use of 
composite materials, and spirit of the race. 

 

Well over 250 former student competitors in the ISR races now 
hold jobs in the defense Industry, or work directly for the Navy.  
The list of distinguished racers includes successful engineers both 
in the military and without, as well as a female astronaut. 

 

This year saw the most international contestants to date, 
representing 13 countries from as far away as New Zealand, 
Oman, Russia, Venezuela, and the Netherlands. 

 

During his Naval career Jerry served on the USS Ortolan (ASR-
22) as the Deep Submergence Officer, responsible for submarine 
rescue operations. Later in his 24 years in the Naval Reserves he 
was Commanding Officer of Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit 
Two, and in 1994 led the first joint operation with reserve diving 
units out of country to document the underwater condition of 
the Panama Canal before its turnover to Panama. After retiring 
from the Reserves, Jerry volunteered in 2000 to help form the 
New Jersey Naval Militia, where he served as Deputy 
Commander. His unit was activated and mobilized to provide 
port security in New York harbor immediately following the 
events of September 11. 

 

For Jerry, Sue, and the other ISR volunteers, the races have  
been a labor of love.  If any Naval Order members are interested 
in helping with this great competition, the next race will be 
held June 22-26, 2017.  Contact the Charleston Commandery  
for information. 

 

Midway 
This year’s Midway observance found the Charleston 
Commandery in a joint venture with the Charleston County 
Public Library – the presentation of an in-depth look at the 

Continued on next page…



First Coast Commandery 

 

The summer started for the First Coast Commandery with the 
celebration of the victory at Midway during WW II and 
remembering the sacrifices of those who brought us that pivotal 
and decisive turn in the War in the Pacific. Guest Speaker, 
General John F. Kelly, USMC, Commander, US  
Southern Command addressed the capacity gathering of over 500 
guests. The event, hosted by the Navy League with the  

Naval Order acting as a 
contributing sponsor, 
also recognized WW II 
veterans, Wounded 
Warriors, and Medal of 
Honor recipients.  

 

The event held annually 
at the World Golf Village
in St Augustine provided 
the perfect mix of 
celebration, honor, and 
solemnity in  
remembering the 
Historic Naval encounter
which significantly  
decimated Japan’s Naval 
Power in the Pacific. 

 

On August 10, the First 
Coast Commandery  

paused to provide support to our serving military members and 
their families at a “No-Dough” Dinner sponsored by the Naval 
Order and hosted by Mayport USO.  

 

The event provided a full meal to over 300 service members and 
their families. Serving duties and kitchen duties were provided 
by members of the Order and their families as we recognized 
the support provided my families of our military members!  

 

The Commandery closed out the dog days of summer with a 
Summer Social on Aug 29 hosted by MGEN Gerry Mahoney, 
USAF (Ret) and Ambassador Marilyn McAfee.   

 

Submitted by Bob Whitkop 
 
 
 

 

Doolittle Raiders and the bombing of Tokyo by Charleston 
companion and author James Scott.  The talk was widely 
publicized and well attended by Commandery members and the 
general public.   

 

Scott, as always, delighted his audience with an informal in-depth 
discourse, peppered with personal observations and intriguing 
tidbits, and bolstered by an extensive slide show encompassing the 
U.S. preparation, raid, and never-before-publicized aftermath 
photographs acquired from the Tokyo Archives by Scott’s 
Japanese research assistant. It was one more step toward our 
Commandery goal of increasing visibility for the Naval Order in 
our community. 

 

Carolina Day 
This June’s Carolina Day commemoration was muted, coming 
close on the heels of the Mother Emanuel Nine slayings here in 
Charleston. The usual Parade of Historic Societies celebrating the 
American victory over the British at the Battle of Sullivan’s Island, 
June 28, 1776, was abandoned, and this year’s sole event was the 
traditional, and particularly meaningful, church service at St. 
Michael’s. 

 

With no heat-soaked parade to sap our strength, Charleston 
companions were left with an unanticipated amount of energy to 
reflect on the legacy of America’s victory over the British – not just 
on Carolina Day, but in the Revolution and in the War of 1812. 

 

Lifesong 
The Commandery scattered for the summer after a delightful 
Sunday afternoon gathering aboard Lifesong, the yacht of 
Charleston companions Peter and Shelley Hempstead. It was a 
special opportunity for shared camaraderie with some of our newer 
members, to be remembered for some time to come. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Hartley Porter

   

RADM George Huchting, USN (Ret); CAPT Bob Whitkop, USN, (Ret); and 
MGEN Gerry Mahoney, USAF (Ret) do ‘KP’ at the USO ‘No Dough’ Dinner 

Standing L to R   Dave Shimp, Brenda Brodie, David Petty, David Porter, 
Peter Hempstead 

CHARLESTON COMMANDERY CONT…. FIRST COAST COMMANDERY 

Mike McGrath, Past Commander, FC 
Commandery; Companion Bill McLaughlin; & 
Past NOUS Commander General CAPT Greg 
Streeter, USN (Ret) pause at the Battle of 
Midway Dinner with Ms Barbara Price of the 
Navy League at St Augustine World Golf Village 
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MONTEREY BAY COMMANDERY 

Of the many anticipated guests, four Pearl Harbor survivors have 
been invited including LCDR Nonna Cheatham, Ms. Margorie 
Troutman, Mrs. Patti Doran, and Mrs. Shirley Sedgwick.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other guests will include NPS students, faculty, retired military, 
elected officials and civilian friends from the Monterey Peninsula 
Coast. Guests will dine on roasted turkey and seasonal ham with all 
the trimmings. The evening will end with remembrances of those 
that have served and those still serving, the singing of Amazing 
Grace,  followed by the “piping” of Amazing Grace, and “taps”. 
 
The 2015 Theme is Innovation: First Line of Defense – Then, 
Now, and Tomorrow, with confirmed guest speakers Dr. George 
Duchak, Director, DoD Silicon Valley Defense Innovation Unit 
and his Deputy, Rear Admiral Daniel Hendrickson, USN. 
 
On campus BOQ rooms for military guests can be arranged 
through the on base Navy Gateway Inns & Suites by calling 
831.656.2060 or at npsvqresrv@nps.edu . If you have not been to 
the Monterey Peninsula and had the opportunity to attend earlier 
Monterey Bay Commandery Remembrance Dinners, this might be 
the year for you! For reservations contact Lieutenant Kyle Kendall, 
USN, Commandery Commander at 614.352.4995 
kyleokendall@gmail.com or “Captain Ken” at 831.657.9793 
nousmtyken@sbcglobal.net. Confirmed reservations requested 
prior to 26 November. As in past years, this dinner is co-hosted by 
the AFCEA Monterey Bay Chapter and the Monterey Peninsula 
Council of the Navy League. 
 

Commandery Leadership Change  
 
The Commandery is pleased to announce that LT Kyle Kendall, 
USN  has relieved LT Tim Baker as the Commandery Commander 
and that LT Ian Overcast, USN will serve as the Commandery 
Vice-Commander. Both officers are students at NPS and have 
taken very active leadership roles in Commandery activities. Tim, 
Mr. Vice for the 2015 Battle of Midway Dining-Out, next 
assignment will take him to San Diego where one of his “non-
designated” collateral duties will be the “jump starting” of the San 
Diego Commandery. 

Submitted by Ken Johnson

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Dinner  
 

The 74th annual Pearl Harbor Remembrance Dinner will be 
held at the Naval Postgraduate School on the grounds of the 
Naval Support Activity, Monterey, on Friday 4 December. 
Festivities will commence at 1800 hours in the La Novia Room, 
a historical dining room at the Old Del Monte Hotel, now the 
site of the Naval Postgraduate School, with a full service 
reception. The reception area will have significant 1941 Pearl 
Harbor December 7 displays provided by the school’s Dudley 
Knox Library. The Navy Center for Information Dominance 
Monterey Choir from the Monterey Defense Language 
Institute will provide guests with a pre-dinner medley of 
seasonal holiday and patriotic songs during the reception and 
later during the dinner the El Prado Dining Room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Following the reception, the guests will be “piped” to the 
formal dining room by the “official  Commandery piper” 
LCDR Spence Myers as guests proceed into the dining room 
decorated with Christmas trees and packages yet to be opened. 
The Monterey County Division-Naval Sea Cadet Corps is 
the designated Honor and Color Guard for the evening.  

“Captain Ken” welcomes aboard  NPS International Students during the 2014 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance Dinner. Photo: NPS Java Chagoya 

Pearl Harbor survivors (L to R) LCDR Nonna Cheatham, Margorie 
Troutman, Merilyn Georgevich, and Shirley Sedgwick share their individual 
thoughts of the morning of December 7, 1941 during the 2014  
Remembrance Dinner. Photo NPS Java Chagoya 

Monterey Bay Commandery “official piper” has a photo-op with the 2014 
guest speaker the Honorable William H. Draper, III, and his guest Paulo 
Montennegro. Photo: NPS Java Chagoya 
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National Capitol Commandery 
 
Companion RADM Franchetti's  
Career Advances 
Following a successful tour as Commander U.S. Naval Forces 
Korea, our Naval Order Companion RADM Lisa M. Franchetti, 
USN has taken command of Carrier Strike Group NINE in a 
ceremony on board USS George Washington (CVN 73) in 
Coronado, CA on 19 August. Lisa is a member of the National 
Capitol Commandery who wish her all the best in this 
challenging new assignment. 
 
 
New Orleans Commandery 
 
The New Orleans Commandery gathered for a great dinner and 
speaker at Andre’s Restaurant in Metairie, August 25. They also 
worked out their final details for the commandery to host our 
Congress in New Orleans in October.  
 
Captain Scott Gootee USN, Commanding Officer Naval Air 
Station/Joint Reserve Base – New Orleans gave a fabulous talk 
on his recent duty in command of a very important, unusual, and 
little known, special forces unit in Iraq. It was so good, he was 
asked to share it again to us all at the Congress. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Submitted by Gary Bair 
 

Newport Commandery 
 
By Joe Baker | The Newport Daily News |   
 
The 24 people who took the Newport Historical Society’s “Navy 
in Newport” walking tour Saturday got more than their money’s 
worth. Not only did they enjoy perfect walking weather, they got 
nearly double the scheduled hour-long tour. 

Their guide was the preeminent scholar of Newport’s naval 
tradition, John B. Hattendorf, the executive director of the Naval 
War College Museum. 
 
He opened the tour outside the Newport Historical Society’s 
museum at the historic Brick Market building, located at the foot 
of Washington Square. Hattendorf painted a picture of that area 
when Newport was a town full of sailors from the North 
Atlantic fleet. The neighborhood was replete with bars, tattoo 
parlors and uniform shops, he said, until the fleet was yanked 
from Newport in 1973. 
 
Locals often portray the transfer of the fleet to Norfolk, VA as 
political revenge, something then-President Richard M. Nixon 
did to punish Rhode Island for not supporting him in the  
1972 election. 
 
Not true, Hattendorf said. (In fact, Nixon won 53 percent of the 
Ocean State vote that year.) “(Sen. Claiborne) Pell once told me 
he invented that story for political reasons,” Hattendorf told his 
amused audience. 
 
Participants were treated to lessons about naval greats who called 
Newport home at one time or another. That cast included the 
famous Perry brothers — Oliver Hazard Perry, a hero in the War 
of 1812, and Matthew Calbraith Perry, who opened diplomatic 
and trade relations with Japan in 1853. World War I great Adm. 
William S. Sims and World War II hero Adm. Chester B. Nimitz 
also called Newport home while they presided over the Naval 
War College. 
 
The city’s ties to naval history pre-date the country’s origin, 
Hattendorf said. French Adm. Charles-Henri-Louis d’Arsac de 
Ternay brought French Gen. Comte de Rochambeau to 
Newport in 1780, Hattendorf said. De Ternay subsequently died 
of typhus, called “putrid fever” at that time, and is buried in the 
Trinity Church cemetery, Hattendorf said. 
 
He is the father of Ingrid Peters, associate director of the 
Newport Historical Society. Hattendorf kept his audience’s 
attention with an endless and seemingly effortless stream of 
historical facts touching on pirates, privateers and politics. 
 
Responding to a question, he explained the difference between 
pirates and privateers. Privateers were, in essence, legal pirates, 
employed by the American government before it had a formal 
navy to disrupt the British navy, Hattendorf said. Once the war 
ended those privateers lost their license to plunder and 
immediately became outlaws again, he said. 
 
Hattendorf surprised the attendees when he told them the U.S. 
Constitution contains a provision legalizing privateering. When 
he was a young naval officer stationed in Washington, D.C. in 
the 1960s, he got a call from President Lyndon B. Johnson’s 
office telling him a Maryland man had submitted an application 
to become a privateer, Hattendorf said. The president’s office 
wanted him to research the issue. 

Capt. Gary Bair USN (Ret.); CAPT Scott Gootee USN, CO 
NAS/JRB New Orleans; RADM David Callahan USCG, Commander, 
Eighth Coast Guard District – with New Orleans Jazz Great Pete Fountain 
looking on 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although he ascertained privateering was permissible,  
 

Johnson’s office denied the application, Hattendorf said. 
Another member of the tour asked whether any German subs 
entered Narragansett Bay during World War II. No, Hattendorf 
said, but before America entered World War I a German U-
boat docked in Newport Harbor. The local Navy brass 
entertained the sub captain with a formal tea before the sub 
departed and subsequently sank five merchant boats off Block 
Island, Hattendorf said. 
 
Naval weapons research got its start in Newport, Hattendorf 
said, in 1869 when the Navy built the first torpedo station on 
Goat Island. “Torpedoes were the ray guns of the 19th 
century,” he said. 
 
Bonnie Peyser and David Burns of Florida work as chief 
engineer and captain respectively of a private yacht and decided 
to take the tour. “We thought Newport and the Navy would be 
kind of cool, and it was,” Peyser said. 
 
Clifford Morey of Bristol said he took the tour because he has a 
strong interest in both the Navy and history. The tour exceeded 
his expectations, he said. “I thought he did a wonderful job,” 
Morey said of Hattendorf. “It’s hard to do a tour like that [in 
two hours] but he did it all.” 
 
Some local residents took the tour simply because Hattendorf 
was the guide. “He’s just such a respected and renowned expert 
in naval history,” said Nancy Austin of Newport.  
“To get this right from the horse’s mouth, nothing is better 
than that.” 
 
Taking notes during the tour for her own files, Frankie  
Hutton of Newport said she signed up as soon as she saw 
Hattendorf was leading the expedition. “I’m interested in the 
topic and I’m interested in the Perrys,” said Hutton, who is a 
tour guide at Trinity Church. “And I know Dr. Hattendorf and 
am a big admirer of his. I’ve been excited about this for more 
than a month.” 

NEWPORT COMMANDERY CONT…. SAN FRANCISCO COMMANDERY  
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On July 10, in 
ceremonies at 
NAS Whidbey 
Island, the Rear 
Admiral Thurston 
H. James 
Memorial Award 
was presented by 
Naval Order 
Companion and 
former CNO, 
ADM Tom 
Hayward USN 
(Ret.) and Colonel 
Allan F.P. Cruz, 
USMC (Ret.), 
Commander of 
the San Francisco 
Commandery, to 
LTJG Phong 
Nguyen USN. 
 
The Rear Admiral Thurston H. James Memorial Award is 
presented annually since 1965 to the student Naval Flight Officer 
achieving the highest overall flight and academic grades during 
the preceding calendar year as determined by the Chief of Naval 
Air Training (CNATRA).  The Award, established by the General 
Commandery of the Naval Order of the United States and the 
Chief of Naval Air Training (CNATRA) is given in honor of the 
late Commander General of the Naval Order who was designated 
a naval pilot in 1928. 

 

In July, Ms. Lenora Clark, Past Commodore of the Pacific Inter-
Club Yacht Association (PICYA) was our guest speaker. She was 
elected as the 2014 President/Commodore of Pacific Inter-Club 
Yacht Association of Northern California.  Founded in 1896 it is 
now an 
association of 
108 yacht and 
boat clubs 
throughout 
northern 
California.  
PICYA 
supported last 
year’s USS 
AMERICA 
(LHA-6) 
Commissioning 
events.  Over 
two hundred 
members 
attended the 
commissioning 
ceremony. 

Continued on next page… 

John Hattendorf, executive director of the Naval War College Museum, 
leads a group during a 'Navy in Newport' walking tour organized by the 
Newport Historical Society. 



   

November 7, 2011 while on a foot patrol hesuffered a blast 
injury from an IED.  The blast amputated his left leg, and 
severely injured his right leg.  While assigned to the Wounded 
Warrior Battalion at Balboa Naval Hospital San Diego he was 
able to receive his AA degree with a 4.0 GPA in only one year. 
 

Kyle is currently pursuing his BS degree at San Francisco State 
University in Accounting/Finance.   Law School is also in his 
plans.  He was recently selected as an intern at Pacific Gas & 
Electric’s Veterans Program.  Kyle and his wife, Crystal have 
one child. 
 

Our September meeting was postponed a week because of the 
holiday.  Companions Cecilia Gaerlan and Bob Hansen, both on 
the board of the Bataan Legacy Historical Society (www. 
Bataanlegacy.org) opened a historical exhibition at the San 
Francisco Main Public Library on September 12th.  The 
exhibition will run through January 9, 2016, and include a 
seminar about the liberation of the Philippines with other 
companions from our commandery.  Our featured speaker for 
the regular meeting on September 14th was John Laurence 
Busch, author of the “THE STEAM COFFIN” an account of 
the SS Savannah, a steam powered ship which made the first 
crossing of any ocean in the world under its own power.  Busch 
pointed out that for $9 a ton, a ship could transport goods 3,000 
miles by sea but a wagon could only go carry the same amount 
only 30 miles.  He tied the advent of steam power to other 
technological innovations that changed the course of history 
such as the invention of the telephone and development of the 
internet.  Each had its own naysayers but the problems were 
overcome and our lives were dramatically changed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lieutenant, SC, (USN) Luis Marquez, a native of Venezuela 
joined the San Francisco Commandery in September.  Luis, who 
enlisted the Navy after 9/11/2001 recently completed a tour of 
active duty as a recruiter and now works for the State of 
California’s Disabled Veteran Outreach program. 
 

Submitted by Bob Hansen

SAN FRANCISCO COMMANDERY CONT….   
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Clark is also a former Commissioner for the State of California, 
Department of Boating & Waterways.  Appointed by Governor 
Schwarzenegger in 2008 and ended her tenure on the Commission 
in 2012. 
 
Clark talked about current waterway and boating issues facing 
California communities near the 1,000 miles of Delta waterways. 
There political controversies surrounding the sustainability of the 
Delta, the levees and the ecosystem of the largest estuary in North 
America. She takes a special interest because; she lives in the area 
and is concerned with this environment. She served on the State 
appointed Delta Advisory Committee and participates on the local 
advisory on Aquatic Invasive Species, she works with both local 
and state officials on these issues. 
 
In August, Sergeant Kyle Garcia USMC (Ret.), a veteran of two 
tours in Iraq and one tour in Afghanistan, spoke to the San 
Francisco Commandery about his experiences as a recipient of a 
Sentinels of Freedom Scholarship and how the Sentinels Program 
has helped him.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sentinels of Freedom Foundation provides 2-4 year, multi-
faceted scholarships to severely wounded post 9/11 veterans who 
pursue higher education after transitioning from the military. The 
SOF program includes financial support for housing, mentoring 
for personal, academic and professional success, and employment 
networking upon completion of a degree. 
 
Born in Hayward, California and inspired by the deep military 
history of his family, he joined the Marines. His first deployment 
was to Iraq as a scout. After Kyle’s first tour, he attended Scout 
Sniper School.    He was one of 5 Marines in his Battalion to 
successfully complete the rigorous training to obtain the 
qualification of Scout Sniper.  Kyle’s second deployment was also 
to Iraq, this time as the only Scout Sniper in his company. 
 
Subsequently, Kyle re-enlisted and was sent to 3rd Battalion, 7th 
Marines.  His third deployment was to Sangin, Afghanistan.  On  

Lt Col John Stevens and CAPT Kris Carlock with Kyle 



 
 

 
 
    

TEXAS COMMANDERY 

KAMIKAZE PILOT HONORED 

United States and Japan Remember an 
Honorable Burial at Sea, 70 Years Ago  
 
On April 11, 2015, exactly 70 years to the day, aboard the 
Battleship USS Missouri Memorial at Pearl Harbor, two nations 
commemorated a rare act of humanity and honor during a bitter 
war. They remembered the day the officers and men of the USS 
Missouri (BB-63) buried a kamikaze pilot at sea.  
 
On April 11, 1945, during the Battle of Okinawa, the pilot 
crashed into the starboard side of the ship and his body was 
recovered. The commanding officer, Captain William 
McCombe Callaghan, USN decided that there should be a burial 
at sea the next day. Some of the crew scrounged around and 
came up with enough fabric, of the right color, to make a 
Japanese flag. A Boatswain Mate sewed the flag and had it ready 
on time for the burial. 
 
Now, aboard the USS Missouri Memorial Museum, there is a 
rare collection of artifacts, photos and letters in an exhibit with 
English and Japanese language captions. This exhibit is located 
one deck below, and a few steps from where the kamikaze pilot 
and his plane struck the ship. This exhibit was designed and 
created by Mike Weidenbach, Curator and Robyn Omuro-
Osaki, staff members of the USS Missouri Memorial Museum. 
 
Consul General of Japan, Toyoei Shigeeda and Mrs. Shigeeda 
were honored guests at the memorial ceremony. Representing 
the USS Missouri Memorial Association was Ms. Ruth Ann 
Becker, Vice-chair, of the Board of Directors.  
 
The 70th anniversary ceremony was led by Mr. Michael Carr, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the Battleship USS 
Missouri Memorial. 
 
Continued on the next page… 
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Mr. Michael Carr, President and CEO, Battleship Missouri Memorial (left), 
Mayor Kampei Shimodide, City of Minamikyushu, Kagoshima, Japan (middle), 
Kahu Kimo Keawe (right) performing the blessing. Photo courtesy of the USS 
Missouri Memorial Museum  

Rare artifacts and materials collected from kamikaze pilots are displayed 
aboard the Battleship Missouri Memorial 

A variety of artifacts from the Chiran Peace Museum in Minamikyushu, 
Kagoshima, Japan have been loaned to the Battleship Missouri Memorial. 

Farewell letters and poems (translated in English) written by the pilots to 
family members and loved ones are part of the exhibit, which will be on 
display through November 11, Veterans Day. 



Mr. Carr stated “What emerged from that attack 70 years ago 
was a sincere gesture of humanity by the Missouri’s captain and 
crew whose spirit continues to resonate today. 
 
The Battleship Missouri Memorial is honored to offer for the 
first time ever in the United States a rare collection of artifacts 
gathered from some of the pilots of World War II.” 
 
Among the many participants from Japan was Mayor Kampei 
Shimoide of Minamikyushu the city where many pilots 
departed for their final mission.  
 
Mayor Shimoide remarked “In the last months of the war - a 
war which started with an attack by Japan upon this very spot 
in 1941 – our town saw off many, many kamikaze missions. It 
is regrettable that we cannot undo a past in which our two 
great countries were once at war. But now, 70 years later, 
through this historic exhibit at the Battleship Missouri 
Memorial, we are provided with an opportunity to stand 
together steadfastly and look back upon that past in a spirit of 
reconciliation and mutual understanding.”  
 
The artifacts on display aboard the USS Missouri Memorial are 
provided courtesy of the City of Minamikyushu, Kagoshima, 
Japan, home to the Chiran Peace Museum. This is the first time 
the artifacts have been exhibited outside of Japan. 
 
On April 11, 1945, Callaghan issued an order that the pilot be 
given a military burial at sea the following morning. On the 
morning of April 12, the flag was draped over the pilot’s body, 
the Marine guard fired a traditional three-volley rifle salute, a 
bugler played “Taps”, the ship’s senior chaplain, Commander 
Roland Faulk, said “Commend his body to the deep”. The 
pilot’s name is Setsuo Ishino. He was 19 years old.   
 

Article by Jaclyn Hawse, USS Missouri Memorial 
and Captain Attilio Serafini, Naval Order 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 San Francisco Connections 
 
Vice Admiral William M. 
Callaghan, USN (Ret.) 
and his brother RADM 
Daniel J. Callaghan, USN 
were natives of the San 
Francisco Bay Area. They 
both graduated from 
Saint Ignatius College 
Preparatory school and 
went on to graduate from 
the United States Naval 
Academy. Daniel 
graduated in 1911 and 
William in 1918. They 
both went on to 
command several ships.  
Captain William Callaghan was the first commanding officer of 
the USS Missouri (BB-63). 

 

As a Captain, he commanded the USS Missouri (BB-63) during 
the Battle of Okinawa when the ship was struck by a kamikaze 
plane. He had a distinguishing career and retired in 1957 as a 
Vice Admiral. He died on July 8, 1991, at the age of 93. He is 
buried in Arlington Cemetery.  

As a Rear 
Admiral, Daniel 
Callaghan 
commanded 
the battle force 
during the 
Guadalcanal 
Campaign 
where the 
battle ended in 
a strategic 
victory for the 
Allied forces. 

During the battle, he was on the bridge of the USS San Francisco 
(CA-38) when incoming enemy fire killed him and most of his 
command staff on November 13, 1942. At the time, he was the 
third U.S. Navy admiral killed in action during WWII. He 
received the Medal of Honor posthumously for his efforts in 
this battle. He is buried at sea. 

 

Post Script:  San Francisco Commandery Connection.  
Chief Johnny Johnson, USN (Ret.) and SGT John Egan, USMC 
(Ret.) * served in USS San Francisco (CA-38) during WWII with 
Captain William Callaghan in command. 

 

RADM Douglas M. Moore Jr. SC, USN (Ret.) is a graduate of 
Saint Ignatius College Preparatory school from which the 
Callaghan brothers also graduated. 

 

*Note: John Egan joined the Marine Corps at the age of 15. 
 

Submitted by Al Serafini 
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KAMIKAZE PILOT HONORED CONT….

Rare artifacts and materials collected from kamikaze pilots are displayed 
aboard the Battleship Missouri Memorial 



Devotion, An Epic 
Story of Heroism, 
Brotherhood,  
and Sacrifice 
by Adam Makos 
 
Medal of Honor recipient, 
Companion in the Spotlight 
and 2014 Naval Order 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award recipient, Captain 
Thomas J. Hudner, Jr., 
recently sent me a copy of 
a new book, Devotion, by 
Adam Makos that is a 
joint biography of Jesse 
Brown and himself, both 
Navy Corsair fighter-
bomber pilots during the 
Korean War. Tom 
reminded me that his  
wingman, Jesse Brown,  

was the very first African-American Navy fighter pilot who 
tragically lost his life during the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir 
after Tom’s heroic attempt to save Jesse was unsuccessful. Tom 
asked me to have the book reviewed for our Newsletter since he 
considered it would be of interest to his fellow Naval Order 
Companions. He added, “…especially since this fall marks the 
65th anniversary of the battle and Jesse’s crash and mine. Keeping 
Jesse’s legacy alive remains a sacred cause for me.” 
 
Devotion, in the works for the past five years by Tom’s friend, 
author Adam Makos, culminated in Tom and Adam’s trip to 
North Korea to search for Jesse’s remains, and will be released 
October 27th by Random House. The book jacket says that “For 
readers of Unbroken comes an unforgettable tale of courage from 
America’s “forgotten war” in Korea, by the New York Times 
bestselling author of A Higher Call.” 

 
I read the book and could not put it down. An incredible story about 
Tom, a white, “blue-blooded” New Englander, and Jesse Brown, 
an African-American sharecropper’s son from Mississippi, 
Devotion describes how this unlikely duo joined forces in Navy 
Fighter Squadron 32, in part because of their mutual love of 
flying, operating from the deck of USS Leyte (CV-32). 
 
U. S. Marines were trapped by the unexpected surge of hordes of 
Chinese Communist troops during a bitter late fall snow storm 
with sub-zero temperatures in the rugged mountains of central 
North Korea. Only Navy fighter aircraft could provide the type 
of air-to-ground support they required in order to survive and 
extract themselves to the safety of U.S. Navy ships waiting at the 
North Korean east coast port of Hungnam. On 4 December 
1950 Tom and Jesse flew a mission with eight other F4U 
Corsairs to use their napalm bombs and machine guns to stem  
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BOOK REVIEW 

the waves of attacking Chinese troops. Jesse’s plane crashed.  
Tom, Jesse’s wingman, immediately and expertly crash-landed  
his own plane alongside Jesse’s to try to save Jesse from his 
burning aircraft.  

 

Devotion is an incredibly powerful story as we read about the 
evolution of two extraordinary individuals as well as little-
remembered facts about Allied operations in North Korea in 1950. 
The book also closely follows another participant in this saga, U. S. 
Marine Private First Class, John “Red” Parkinson, who was among 
those on the ground who were saved by Tom, Jesse, and their 
squadron mates. 

 

A unique, fascinating, extremely well written and researched story, 
Devotion was inspirational to read and a great privilege  
to receive from our extraordinary Companion, Captain  
Tom Hudner. 

Reviewed by Vance Morrison
 

Naval Order Companions Host Honor Flight 
Veterans and Guardians at the Udvar Hazy  
Air Museum 
 

The Naval Order and Honor Flight Bay Area Hub teamed up to 
host a memorable visit of World War II and Korean War 
veterans and their guardians to the nation’s capitol. 

 

World War II and Korean War veterans from the San Francisco 
Bay Area visited the Udvar Hazy Air Museum near Washington-
Dulles airport. They toured the museum and enjoyed lunch there. 
The Honor Flight Bay Area Foundation funds all costs of the trip 
for veterans to visit memorials and other important venues in the 
Washington, D.C. area. Guardians pay their travel costs. Veterans 
are from all services and most are in their late 80s and 90s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Captain Kaiser led the veterans and guardians on a very 
interesting tour of the museum. Captain Kaiser is a Companion 
of the National-Capitol Commandery. Captain Kaiser is also a 
Director and Vice President of the Naval Order Foundation. 
 
 

Submitted by Vance Morison

On sale 27 October 2015 
Hard Cover by Ballantine Books 

Left: Captain Carl J. Stewart, SC, USN (Ret.) lead this June Honor Flight. He is 
a co-founder, director and president of the Bay Area Hub. Captain Stewart is a 
Companion of the Monterey Bay Naval Order Commandery. Right: Captain 
David Kaiser, USN (Ret.), was the museum host and is a long-time volunteer. 



 
   

NOAA, Boeing Survey WWII-Era Carrier USS 
Independence Sunk Near San Francisco in 1951 

 

Features on an historic photo of USS Independence (CVL-22) are 
captured in a three-dimensional (3D) low-resolution sonar image of 
the shipwreck in Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. The 
Coda Octopus Echoscope 3D sonar, integrated on the Boeing 
Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (AUV) Echo Ranger, imaged the 
shipwreck during the first maritime archaeological survey.  

 

The National 
Oceanic and 
Atmospheric 
Administration 
(NOAA), the 
Navy and Boeing 
together found 
and surveyed the 
sunken USS 
Independence 
(CVL-22), a light  
aircraft carrier the  
Navy sunk in  
1951 after subjecting the ship to an atomic bomb blast. 

 

The carrier is upright, slightly listing starboard with its flight deck 
still intact – and a plane still in the hangar bay – while sitting 2,600 
feet under the ocean’s surface off of California’s Farallon Islands, 
according to a NOAA press release. 

 

The ship is “amazingly intact,” the release says, noting that the 
holes found in the ship come from the atomic testing, not 
deterioration after being sunk. 

 

“After 64 years on the seafloor, Independence sits on the bottom 
as if ready to launch its planes,” James Delgado, chief scientist on 
the Independence mission, said in the release. 

 

“This ship fought a long, hard war in the Pacific and after the war 
was subjected to two atomic blasts that ripped through the ship. It is 
a reminder of the industrial might and skill of the “greatest 
generation’ that sent not only this ship, but their loved ones to war.” 

 

Independence operated in the Pacific from 1943 to 1945 and was 
one of 90 ships the Navy gathered in 1946 as a target fleet for 
atomic bombing at the Bikini Atoll in the Marshall Islands. The 
ship was damaged by the heat and radiation but survived. 
Independence returned to San Francisco, where it was used to 
study decontamination until it was sunk in 1951. 

 

NOAA is conducting a mission to locate, map and study historic 
shipwrecks near the Golden Gate Bridge. Independence is one of 
about 300 sunken ships there and believed to be the deepest. 
Boeing outfitted its 18.5-foot Echo Ranger unmanned underwater 
vehicle with Coda Octopus’s Ecoscope 3D-imaging sonar system 
to survey the Independence wreck site. 
 

By Megan Eckstein 
Published with permission of USNI News 

(www.news.usni.org) 

My paternal grandmother, 
Filomena, and her two 
brothers emigrated from 
Naples in the early 1900's 
and worked as tailors in 
New York City. During 
WW2, my great uncles ran 
the cutting floor for Rogers 
Peet making uniforms for 
the Navy. I wear my father's 
SDB's, made for him when 
he served as a WW2 Navy 
doctor, to this day. The 
quality is such that they 
would last another 
generation beyond me. I 
have great respect for the  
tradition they were a part  
of, and for Navy tradition. As a 1941 Life Magazine article 
indicates, the Boat Cloak was considered the "supreme 
achievement of naval tailoring". 
 
It was always an optional, made to measure, special order 
 item. They were made until the 1980's by highly skilled Italian 
and Jewish tailors at the Naval Tailoring Shop near the  
former Brooklyn Navy Yard. Currently, the only vendor today 
that can produce the Boat Cloak is the Marine Shop ($600) 
 in Quantico.   
 
I acquired my Boat Cloak from Ebay, it was made by a private 
tailor in Annapolis in early 1941. I have been told that in 
workmanship and material that it would be impossible to make 
today. I can faithfully report that every time that I have worn it, 
the comment I most receive is an inquiry about how can they 
get one. If sales of this item are non-existent, this is due to the 
simple fact that no one knows it is available. I can also 
faithfully report that my example has led a score or more of 
officers to acquire them, which may surprise you.   
 
The Boat Cloak is, I believe one of the oldest uniforms still left 
in the sea bag and a direct historical connection to the Navy's 
age of sail. Of course, it was a favorite of former Assistant 
SECNAV Roosevelt, which only adds to its naval 
significance. It is also one of the last vestiges along with the 
Bridge Coat, of a fine tradition of privately tailored, elegant, 
made to measure uniforms that prior to WW2 were the norm. 
 
I respectfully submit to you the notion that no harm would be 
done if the Cloak were allowed to remain as an optional item, 
thus allowing an item with significant naval tradition to survive 
(even more significant in its rarity.)  
 
Weather permitting, I'll be wearing mine for the Navy Ball  
in October.  
 

Submitted by LT Michael A. Zampella USN

FUTURE OF THE NAVY BOAT CLOAK  USS INDEPENDENCE  
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History of The Naval Order Of The United 
States: 125 Years (Continued from the Summer 2015 Newsletter) 
 

The Summer 2015 Naval Order Newsletter published a brief 
summary of the Order’s history from its inception in 1890 until 
the 1970s when a hiatus in recorded activity ceased. From that 
point on, the Order experienced new growth and we have a  
better idea of what transpired. This article completes the  
historical summary. 
 
The Order resumed its practice of commemorating sea services 
historical persons and events with statues, plaques and 
monuments. Commanderies multiplied until we reached a peak  
of 18 active Commanderies in the late 1990s, from Southeast 
Florida to Newport to San Francisco to Houston. Some of  
the 18 subsequently have become inactive but at least three 
Commanderies, one new, are now in the process of  
being activated. 
 
Awards have been a key feature of the Order’s operations. Major 
awards established and conferred on dozens of senior sea service 
military and civilian leadership include the Distinguished Sea 
Service Award, the Admiral of the Fleet George Dewey Award, 
and most recently the Senior Enlisted Distinguished Sea Service 
Award. Other awards instituted by the Order and presented 
nationally include the Lieutenant Commander Lee Douglas Award 
to a selected outstanding Commandery; the U.S. Coast Guard 
Academy Junior Instructor Award, the U.S. Naval Academy Essay 
Contest awards; and the Rear Admiral Thurston H. James 
Memorial Award to an outstanding student Naval Flight Officer. 
The Commander General and local commanderies also present 
recognition awards. 
 
The Annual Naval Order Congress 
has become a focal point for 
conducting the Order’s most 
important business as well as for 
camaraderie and sightseeing. Held 
in a different location each year, 
typically hosted by a local 
Commandery, the Order attempts 
to rotate the Congresses from the 
East Coast to the Midwest to the 
West Coast and then back. Usually 
3 ½ days in length, the Congress 
bonds the Order’s membership and 
maintains its vitality. Local  
Commanderies also conduct annual  
and situational events that include commemorating the Battle of 
Midway, the attack on Pearl Harbor, Admiral of the Fleet George 
Dewey and the Battle of Manila Bay, and Commodore Arleigh 
Burke and his victories in the Solomon Sea. Many Commanderies 
conduct near-monthly social events, luncheons and dinners, with 
guest speakers who address topics of Naval Order interest as well 
as other gatherings, such as wreath layings, in response to the 
Order’s mission. 

A list of national and Local Commandery-sponsored events in 
the modern era since the 1970s includes the following: 

 

• 1974: Erected a monument to Admiral of the Navy George 
Dewey, the Naval Order's Commander General from 1907-17,  
in Manhattan's Battery Park in New York City.  
 
 

• 1987: Dedicated a marker at a special blue spruce tree near 
Arlington National Cemetery Tomb of the Unknowns.  
 
 

• 1994: Unveiled a bronze bas-relief plaque at the U.S. Navy 
Memorial in Washington, DC that depicts the Great White Fleet 
passing in review by President Theodore Roosevelt on its 
departure in 1907 from Hampton Roads.  
 
 

• 1995: Erected a monument in Sam Houston Park in Houston 
that honors the crew of USS Houston (CA 30).  
 
 

• 1996: Initiated annual commemoration of the Battle of Midway 
that now is led by the U.S. Navy worldwide.  
 
 

• 1997: Composition of a “Battle of Midway March,” a “Battle of 
Midway Hymn” and a “Naval Order March” by Ambassador 
William Middendorf (former Secretary of the Navy and Naval 
Order Companion). 
 
 

• 1997: Placed an historic interpretive plaque near the 1881 statue 
of Civil War hero Admiral David G. Farragut in the square of the 
same name in Washington, DC, that explained Admiral 
Farragut’s historic role. 
 
 

• 2000: Expanded, and reconfirmed the original intent of the 
founders, by enabling Regular Membership in the Order to 
include currently serving and former enlisted members of the  
Sea Services  
 
 

• 2008: Conceived, had fabricated, and funded a large monument
at Utah Beach that commemorates the 
US Navy’s participation  
on 6 June 1944 during D-Day at 
Normandy, France, the first such 
marker honoring the US Navy. 

 

• 2009: Played a significant role in  
an Act of Congress to designate  
USS Constitution as the US “Ship of 
State.” 
 

• 2013: Conceived, designed, had 
fabricated, funded and dedicated the 
first-ever large bronze statue of Fleet 
Admiral Chester Nimitz, now emplaced 
with explanatory markers next to the 
Battleship USS Missouri Memorial at  
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 
 
 

• 2015: Celebrated the 125th Anniversary of the Naval Order at 
the Annual Congress in New Orleans. 

 

A vibrant organization of about 1,500 Companions, the Order is 
actively planning for the next 125 years. 

 

Excerpted in part from the 2003 revision of the Naval Order 
Operations Manual.  

Submitted by Vance Morrison



  
Autumn  

 

He graduated from Mercersburg Academy in 1909, and earned 
his Medical Doctor degree at Hahnemann Medical College four 
years later. He married Helen Elizabeth Koch on June 20, 1914.  
Once the United States entered World War I, LT Boone was 
assigned duty as a surgeon with the U.S. Marine Corps’ Sixth 
Regiment in France. It was here that he would first made 
history. On July 19, 1918, while his regiment battled the  
enemy at Vierzy, he demonstrated “extraordinary heroism” 
while aiding wounded Marines as described in his Medal of 
Honor Citation: 
 

For extraordinary heroism, conspicuous gallantry, and intrepidity while 
serving with the 6th Regiment, U.S. Marines, in actual conflict with the 
enemy. With absolute disregard for personal safety, ever conscious and 
mindful of the suffering fallen, Surgeon Boone, leaving the shelter of a 
ravine, went forward onto the open field where there was no protection 
and despite the extreme enemy fire of all calibers, through a heavy mist 
of gas, applied dressings and first aid to wounded marines. This occurred 
southeast of Vierzy, near the cemetery, and on the road south from that 
town. When the dressings and supplies had been exhausted, he went 
through a heavy barrage of large-caliber shells, both high explosive and 
gas, to replenish these supplies, returning quickly with a sidecar load, 
and administered them in saving the lives of the wounded. A second trip, 
under the same conditions and for the same purpose, was made by 
Surgeon Boone later that day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Doctor to the Presidents 
After the war ended, LCDR Boone served as Director of the 
Bureau of Naval Affairs at American Red Cross headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. In June 1922, he reported as the medical 
officer onboard the Presidential Yacht, USS Mayflower, serving 
President Warren G. Harding. Ultimately Boone would serve as 
personal physician to three presidents – Harding, Coolidge, and 
Hoover. He was with President Warren G. Harding in San 
Francisco on August 2, 1923 when the President died of a 
massive stroke.           
 

To be continued in the Winter Newsletter…

Vice Admiral Joel T. Boone –  
a Giant of Navy Medicine 
 
If I may be permitted a personal note by means of introduction to this 
article, it was my distinct privilege in 1973, as a young corpsman assigned 
to Naval Hospital, Bethesda, to provide care to a retired Medical Corps 
admiral who was widely referred to simply as “Doctor Boone”.  While 
understanding that my patient had obviously enjoyed a successful Navy 
career, only later would I discover how limited was my initial impression of 
this frail, elderly gentleman.         
 
Only four Navy Medical Corps Officers have ever been awarded 
the Medal of Honor. Yet that uncommon distinction just begins to 
describe the remarkable career of Vice Admiral Joel Thompson 
Boone. One historian has written that, “Joel T. Boone might have been 
the Forest Gump of his day because, if something big was happening, Boone 
was there. Unlike Gump, though, Vice Adm. Boone wasn’t in the 
background; he was at the forefront of historical events when he wasn’t 
creating them.”   
 
Dr. Boone enjoyed a long and 
varied Navy career starting with 
his appointment as Medical 
Corps lieutenant, junior grade, in 
the Naval Reserve in 1914. He 
transferred to the regular Navy in 
1915 where he advanced through 
the ranks, retiring as vice admiral 
in 1950. In his long and varied 
career, Boone was initially 
assigned to USS Wyoming, 
supported the Marine 
Expeditionary Force fighting in 
Haiti, was awarded the Medal of 
Honor during World War I,  
served as White House Physician  
during three administrations, and represented the Navy Medical 
Department at the surrender of Japan on board the battleship 
USS Missouri on September 2, 1945.    
 
Even prior to the surrender, then Commodore Boone was one of 
three officers to enter Japan to provide for the care and 
evacuation of Allied prisoners of war. With the outbreak of 
hostilities on the Korean Peninsula, Boone, while serving as the 
Navy Medical Inspector General, went to Korea, thus earning the 
distinction of serving in three wars.  After his retirement in 1950, 
he continued to provide for the medical care of America’s 
servicemen and women by serving as the Chief Medical Officer of 
the Veterans Administration. As if all that weren’t enough, some 
of his other achievements include conducting the first medical and 
safety survey of U.S. coal mines, and developing early helicopter 
decks aboard hospital ships during the Korean War.  
 
The son of a feed merchant, Joel Boone was born in 
Pennsylvania’s coal country at St. Clair on August 29, 1889.   

NOTES FROM THE SICK BAY   
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Lt. Joel T. Boone, second from the right, in this World War I photo. 



    
 
 

HAPPENINGS IN NEW YORK  AND THE FELLOWSHIP AWARD  GOES TO… 
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On July 2, during her visit to New York, the French Frigate 
Hermione was opened to the public for several days. She looked 
very authentic and had competent crew who were previously 
trained for the voyage. Following her last visit to Nova Scotia 
she departed for home.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On June 19, New York Commandery member Mike Lipstein (C) 
presented awards to the two Regimental Commanders about to 
graduate from the Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point 
NY. The Awards included a handsome plaque suitably engraved 
and featuring a large high relief Naval Order Medallion. Also 
included was a one year membership in the Naval Order.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Donald W. Schuld, USN
Naval Order of the United States

Vice Commander General - Membership

North American Society for Oceanic History - 
James C. Bradford Dissertation Fellowship in 
Naval History, 2015 
 
In the 2015 James C. Bradford Naval History Dissertation 
Fellowship Competition of the North American Society for 
Oceanic History, the judges have selected:   
 
As Proxime Accessit: 
Michael Verney, a Ph.D. candidate in the History Department 
at the University of New Hampshire, working on a thesis 
entitled “Our Field of Fame: Naval Exploration and Empire in 
the Early American Republic, 1815-1860.” 
 
As the Winner of the 2015 Fellowship: 
Nicholas Prime, a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of War 
Studies, King’s College, London, working on a thesis entitled: 
“The U.S. Naval War College and the Evolution of American 
Naval Strategy, 1945-1975.”  
 

Submitted by John B. Hattendorf 
 Acting Historian-General 

 
 

Donate to NOUS When You Shop on Amazon 
 
The company donates 0.5% of the purchase price to the Naval 
Order. There is no cap on the amount Amazon will donate and 
almost every physical product sold by the company is eligible. 
 

Everything else about the Amazon online shopping experience 
stays the same, including the shopping cart, wishlists, and 
shipping options. The prices will also be the same, so these 
donations come directly out of the profit of each sale Amazon 
makes through the program. 
 

The Naval Order Foundation as a 501(c)(3) organization has 
registered with Amazon and has qualified to receive your 
donations. Here is how you do it: 
 

 Enter smile.amazon.com in your search engine or URL 
bar, and log on using your normal amazon.com login 
information. 

  When the smile.amazon.com home page opens, enter 
“Naval Order” in the area that says OR PICK YOUR OWN 
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION. 

  Select Naval Order of the United States. 
  Your selection will be confirmed, you can start shopping. 

 
BE SURE TO ALWAYS ENTER SMILE.AMAZON.COM in 
the URL bar when you want to shop on Amazon, so your 
purchases will support the Naval Order. 
 
Our thanks to Companion, Al Serafini, for setting up this 
wonderful way to give to the Naval Order. 

Aboard for the visit from left to right were former NY Commander John 
Cupschalk, Treasurer Roy DeFranco and current Commander Don Schuld. 

Left to right; Ensign Jerick Tedtaotao Sablan, USN, from Hawaii;  
Mike Lipstein; and Nicholas Dean Harvey from Port Charlotte, Florida,  

a Third Officer aboard the "Alaska Explorer". 



   

How to Find New Members 
 
I recently visited my local library and asked the librarian if he would 
allow me to create an area in the library dedicated to veterans; an 
area where veterans could learn of the existence of organizations 
they could belong to besides the VFW or American Legion. He 
was very enthusiastic and immediately showed me a perfect space 
where I set up a shelf and acrylic stand containing copies of our 
NOUS Newsletters, a stack of Tri-Folds, my NOUS business cards 
and a 16 page booklet entitled "Introduction to the Naval Order of 
the United States". This booklet was prepared by CAPT Al Serafini 
of the San Francisco commandery. Also on the shelf is the DVD 
about our Normandy Project and is available to be checked out. 
 
The librarian was so impressed that he asked if he could have 
another DVD to take to the County Library. There is also a printed 
directive announcing that anyone interested in membership should 
contact me. Now of course I must wait for some results. 
 
I am also scheduled shortly to make a presentation to a 50 person 
Rotary Club where I will provide each member a NOUS Tri-Fold. 
Having some idea of the ages of these Rotarian's (I'm one) there 
will no doubt be veterans in the audience. I anticipate that my 
presentation will produce a new member. 
  
You will no doubt encounter an eligible member within 24 hours 
of reading this. The question is, what will you do about it? Please 
feel free to contact me with any questions or comments you  
may have. 
  
We appreciate your support and participation. 

 Don Schuld
Vice Commander-Membership

 
In Memoriam 
 

Mr. Charles A. Alcorn (Certificate#8158) 
Texas Commandery 
 Joined July 16, 2002 
March 18, 2015 
CAPT James M. Dunlop, USN (Ret) 
Florida First Coast Commandery 
Joined May 1, 2003 
June 16, 2015 
CAPT Francis X. Gannon, CEC, USN (Ret)(Certificate#7126)
Southeast Florida Commandery 
Joined January 17, 1994 
June 10, 2015 
Cpl Robert T. Kastl USMCR (Certificate#8011) 
San Francisco Commandery 
Joined April 2, 2001 
June 8, 2015 
CAPT J. Peter Labouisse, USN (Ret) (Certificate #5978) 
New Orleans Commandery 
Joined June 10, 1987 
July 14, 2015

USS North Dakota (SSN-784) –  
a Tomahawk-equipped Block III Virginia 
Class Attack Submarine 
 
Companion Bob 
Wefald of 
Bismarck, North 
Dakota, 
represented the 
Naval Order at the 
commissioning of 
USS North Dakota 
(SSN-784) on 25 
October 2014 as 
well as at the boat’s 
first Change of 
Command 
ceremony at the 
Naval Base in 
Groton, 
Connecticut, on 23 
July 2015, during 
which Captain 
Douglas V. 
Gordon, USN, was 
relieved by  
Commander 
Michael P. 
Hollenbach, USN.   
 
USS North Dakota is the second U.S. Navy warship named for 
the State of North Dakota, a result that Companion Wefald 
had worked to make happen since 1985. An earlier USS North 
Dakota, (BB-29), was the Navy’s first Dreadnaught-type 
battleship. The current North Dakota is the 11th Virginia Class 
submarine and the first Block III attack boat to carry 12 
Tomahawk land attack missiles in two tubes with six cylinders 
each. On North Dakota’s first patrol under the command of 
Captain Gordon history was made when an unmanned drone 
was launched underwater and recovered for the first time ever 
and the crew, more than half of whom had never been to sea 
before, received the highest score on a Navy INSURV 
inspection. After a post commissioning shipyard availability, 
North Dakota will serve the remainder of its 33 years of 
expected service life throughout the world’s oceans without 
ever having to refuel. 
 

Companion Wefald is a retired Navy Reserve Captain, Life 
Member of the Naval Order, and a retired North Dakota State 
District Court Judge. He served as Chairman of the USS North 
Dakota Committee being responsible for raising $202,000 to 
supplement $200,000 from the State of North Dakota to 
support all of the very successful events surrounding USS 
North Dakota’s commissioning.   

 

Submitted by Captain Bob Wefald 
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USS NORTH DAKOTA MEMBERSHIP NEWS AND IN MEMORIAM

Captain Douglas V. Gordon  
and Companion Bob Wefald 
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2015 NOUS CONGRESS  IN NEW ORLEANS

2015 NOUS Congress 
Order of Excitement 

 

WEDNESDAY 10/21 
 
1000 – 1800 Registration Desk/Greeters 

Lunch individually arranged 
1300 – 1400 Investment Committee 
1400 – 1500 Finance Committee 
1500 - 1600 Commandery Support 
1500 – 1600 Nominating Committee 
1600 – 1700 Awards Committee 
1700 – 1800 Site Committee 

Dinner individually arranged 
2100 – 2300 Hospitality Suite/Registration 
 

THURSDAY 10/22 
 
0730 – 1830 Registration Desk/Greeters 
0730 – 0900 Continental Breakfast 
0730 – 0915 General Council 
0800 – 1200 Optional Tour – French Quarter 
0915 - 1015 Membership and Retention Committee 
1015 – 1145 Foundation Board 
1145 – 1315 Optional Lunch (Luke Restaurant) 
1330 – 1355 General Session – Opening Ceremonies 
1400 - 1700 Committee Reports 
1400 – 1700 Optional Tour  

French Quarter Walking Culinary 
 History/Tasting 

1800 – 1930 Commander General’s Welcoming  
  Reception 

Light hors d’oeuvres (InterContinental  
 Ballroom) 

1930 – 2130 Optional Dinner (Luke Restaurant) 
2145 – 2300 Hospitality Suite 
 

FRIDAY 10/23 
 
0830 – 0930 Continental Breakfast 
0830 – 1130 Speakers 
0830 – 0900 Mr. Bill Kisia, VP Marine Programs 
  TEXTRON SYSTEMS Marine and Land  
  Systems 
0900 - 1015 Active Duty Commanders – Marine Forces 
  Reserve, 8th Coast Guard District,  
  NAS/JRB Belle Chasse 
1015 – 1025 Break 
1025 – 1050 Captain Christian Birch, Master AZZAM 
   

1050 – 1125 Principals, Belle Chasse Academy and 
  New Orleans Maritime and Marine  
  Academy   
1145 – 1345   Senior Enlisted Distinguished Sea Service  
  and Lee Douglas Award Luncheon  

New Orleans School of Cooking 
1345 – 1730 Optional Tour  

San Francisco Plantation & Cajun Pride 
 Swamp 

1730 – 1930 Optional Dinner  
Shrimp Boil/Fried Chicken Feast 

2030 – 2230 Hospitality Suite 
 

SATURDAY 10/24 
 
0845 – 1145 Optional Tour  

National World War II Museum 
1200 – 1350 Admiral Dewey Award Luncheon  
  (Bourbon House) 
  Honoring Mr. Frederick W. Smith 
1410 – 1700 Speakers 
1410 – 1440 “Battle of New Orleans” – Mr. Jason  
  Weise 
  Associate Director, Williams Research  
  Center 
1440 – 1510 World War II Veterans Panel 
1510 – 1530 Mr. Owen Glendening, Associate VP  
  Education& Access National WWII  
  Museum 
1530 – 1540 Break 
1540 – 1605 “National History Day” – Captain Chuck  
  Chadbourn 
1605 - 1630 “U-Boats in the Gulf of Mexico” – Mr. CJ 
  Christ 
1630 – 1700 Captain Kiem Do - Deputy Chief of Staff 
  Operations South Vietnamese Navy 
1815 – 1900 Cocktail Reception/Light hors d’oeuvres  
  (Black Tie) 
1900 – 2200 Distinguished Sea Service Award   
  Reception & Banquet 

Honoring Admiral Jim Stavridis -  
 InterContinental Ballroom 

 
 
The registration fee covers all events in black ink, 
including two continental breakfasts, two receptions, two 
luncheons, the DSSA Banquet, the hospitality room, and 
administrative costs. 
 
Events in red ink are listed as “optional” and paid separately 
with the registration. The two tours Thursday occur during 
Congress sessions and are truly “optional”. The later lunch, 
dinners, and excursions should be considered “don’t miss” 
for everyone. 
 
 



\   

2015 NOUS CONGRESS – TEAR OUT REGISTRATION FORM
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$30 

504‐525‐5566

Plantation/Swamp Tour w/o Shrimp Boil 10/23    $35  

Plantation/Swamp Tour w/Shrimp Boil 10/23       $75

CG Welcome Reception non‐registered guest ‐ 10/22     $20 

DSSA Banquet Reception non‐registered guest ‐ 10/24   $20 

Douglas Luncheon non‐registered guest ‐ 10/23               $35 

Dewey Luncheon nonregistered guest ‐ 10/23     $40 

DSSA Banquet non‐registered guest ‐ 10/24     $60 

French Quarter Tour ‐ 10/22 (am)     $35 

Lunch Luke Restaurant ‐ 10/22   $40 

French Quarter Culinary Tour ‐ 10/22 (pm)   $45 

Dinner Luke Restaurant ‐ 10/22    $50 

Plantation/Swamp Tour w/o Shrimp Boil ‐ 10/23        $35  

Plantation/Swamp Tour w/Shrimp Boil ‐ 10/23            $75 

National WWII Museum Tour ‐ 10/24     $30 



To order from The Ship’s Store current inventory, cut out this form and mail it with a delivery AND email  address and check payable to ‘Naval Order of U.S.’ 
to CDR Cotton Talbott, USN, Ret. 1357 Park Drive Manderville, LA 70471. You may also fax this form to 985.626.4073.  

For further information or questions, please contact Cotton Talbott at ctalbeau@bellsouth.net or 985.626.4073.  

 
 
 
 
 

Authorized for all Companions Quantity Price Amount 

The Naval Order Cross (Large) _____ $35 _____ 
The Naval Order Cross (Miniature) _____ $25 _____ 
Campaign Ribbon 
Naval Order Rosette lapel pin 

_____ 
_____ 

$5 
$15 

_____ 
_____ 

Naval Order Cross Lapel Pin (NEW ITEM) _____ $10 _____ 
Naval Order Tie, Silk _____ $20 _____ 
Naval Order Tie Bar _____ $8 _____ 
Naval Order Cufflink Set _____ $15 _____ 
Naval Order Blazer Patch _____ $20 _____ 
Naval Order Flag (3’x5’) two sides _____ $85 _____ 
Naval Order Banner (3’x5’) one side _____ $50 _____ 
Naval Order Burgee (12”x18”) one side _____ $15 _____ 
NOUS Baseball Caps – plain bill _____ $14 _____ 
- NOUS Ball Cap ‘eggs’ 05/06 _____ $15 _____ 
- NOUS Ball Cap ‘eggs’ Flag Officer _____ $16 _____ 
Pima Cotton Golf Shirt XXL  _____ $40 _____ 
NOUS Golf Shirt – black, white, navy – specify size S M L XL XXL _____ $38 _____ 
NOUS Golf Shirt, polyester, light blue - Close out, $22 dollars, shipping included                     _____ $22 _____ 
‘Navy Heroes of Normandy’ DVD _____ $5 _____ 
Challenge Coin (commemorating 100 years of Naval Aviation) _____ $5 _____ 
Authorized for past and present National Officers and Commandery Commanders Only*    
*Naval Order Blazer Patch with Crest _____ $25 _____ 
*Neck Ribbon for Large Medal (worn with formal attire only) _____ $15 _____ 
Please add Postage/Shipping to your order   $6 
Totals       _____ 

Non-Profit 
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Permit No. 175 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Naval Order of the United States 
Founded on Independence Day, 1890 
NOUS Registrar General 
P.O. Box 15039 
Arlington, VA 22215-5039 
NavalOrder.org 
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