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	The Town Council held a Town Meeting on Tuesday, January 16, 2018 at 4:00pm in the Town office at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29572.

	Present					Mayor			Huston Huffman
						Members of Council	David Buonviri													Jim Leach
									Brian Palliser
									John Wylie
						Chief of Police	Kyle Lamparter
						Town Clerk		Jennifer Newbold
						

With a quorum present, Mayor Huffman called the Meeting to order at 4:00pm.  The Mayor opened with approval of the Consent Agenda including the November and December 2017 Minutes and December Financial Statement.

	Chief Lamparter presented the Security Report for November 20, 2017 – January 16, 2018.  Police activity included 55 incidents or calls for service.  See attached.

	The Meeting proceeded with Old Business, and first on the Agenda, Beth Helsel was appointed to the Election Commission and Michael Fadrowski to the Planning Commission. Next, Mayor Huffman made a motion to appoint Jim Leach as Mayor Pro-Tem and Treasurer.  Each vote was unanimous.

	The last item of Old Business was to discuss and review bid package #2017-03 _ Gate Cameras.  As all bids received were $10,000.00 beyond the 2017 Budget for the project, Council and the Chief tabled it for further discussion at the next Workshop so that the Chief could further research options with the low bidder, A Services Group (ASG).  The two main details to further research include cutting the system in size and strength and leasing versus owning the equipment.  Chief Lamparter suggested that the Town and Planning Commission would benefit from someone with grant writing experience.  When the new Comprehensive Plan is established, a grant may be applicable to aid in funding to establish or upgrade the Gate Camera System.
  
	New Business followed.  The Clerk presented Council with a Proclamation to honor former Clerk, Sheila Hamilton.  She drafted the proclamation with assistance from Chief Lamparter and close friends  of Ms. Hamilton’s.  A framed copy will be placed in the office alongside a print of a camellia drawn and dedicated by Betty Moody.   Her family will also receive a framed  proclamation.  In addition, Sheila is recognized with a marker and camellia placed at the South Gate, entering the Town, by Nancy Edelman.

	Adoption of Resolution #2018-01 _Attorney billing followed.  The resolution reiterates and incorporates guidelines for timely attorney billing and provides the Mayor authority to search for a Town Attorney.  Mayor Huffman made a motion and Councilman Leach seconded; the vote was unanimous to adopt the resolution.
	
	The last item of New Business was to discuss the challenge of seismic testing and drilling in Atlantic Coastal Waters (SC Coast) and SCELP.  By joining other coastal towns in the “suit”, the Town will accept no financial liability as the case is a Pro Bono cause.  The agreement was not present before the Agenda was posted, therefore, a Special Meeting was scheduled for January 18th to adopt a resolution to oppose seismic drilling.
	
	Next, the Mayor requested Activity Reports from Council and the Clerk.  Councilman Wylie announced the Fire Wise date for April 28th.  Councilman Buonviri suggested purchasing sand or salt to spread on icy patches during inclement, freezing weather.  Councilman Palliser provided an update on the new email addresses.  The Mayor reported on the swash; he attended a meeting about replacing the camera at Ocean Creek.  The final application has been submitted for rebuilding the swash and no jetties are allowed.  The only approval of digging is to restore to historic position (ten years prior); no work may begin until after the “Turtle Season”.  The Clerk provided information she and the Mayor received from a meeting with the Solid Waste Authority (SWA).  The state recycling goal for 2020 is to have 40% recycling.  The Town had 71.7 tons of recycling of 152.2 total tons of waste in the past year, already exceeding the 2020 goal with 48%.

	In her monthly report, she logged 137 visitors to the Town Office in 34 in-office work days in November and December.  In addition to building applications, the Clerk completed election-day preparation, correspondence, a meeting, and finalization of the election.  She worked on three bid packages and corresponded with the Mayor, Chief, and Council Committees.  Ms. Newbold concluded her report with upcoming focus on finalizing bid packages, vendors, and details, 2018 calendaring, and preparation of training for the Planning Commission.  
	
	No Public Input was shared during the session. 
 
	The Mayor announced the Special Meeting on January 18th and the February Council Workshop and Town Meeting dates.  And, with no further business to discuss, the Meeting adjourned at 5:07pm.

								


								Respectfully submitted,
								Jennifer Newbold
								Jennifer Newbold
								Town Clerk

Approved _________________
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