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The Town Council held a Budget Meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 at 4:00pm in the Town office at 121 North Gate Road, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina  29572.

	Present				Mayor				Huston Huffman
					Members of Council		Jim Leach
									Brian Palliser
					Chief of Police		Kyle Lamparter
					Town Clerk			Jennifer Newbold
					Committee Chairman		Charles Helsel
	Absent				Councilmen			David Buonviri			
									John Wylie

With a quorum present, Mayor Huffman called the Workshop to order at 4:00pm.  

The Meeting began with New Business; Charles Helsel, Chairman of the Planning Commission, provided a quarterly update on the progress of the Comprehensive Plan and the Commission’s intentions.  He informed Council that the timeframe for completing the update and recommending it to Council is established for mid-summer, 2020.  

Next, on the New Business Agenda, was the first reading of Budget Ordinances  #2019.02 and  #2019.03 in Title Only.  Second reading will take place at the June Town Meeting.  Budget discussions followed; priority was placed on discussing the feasibility of restoring lost beach area and investigating the cost using the barges when they return.  We are not able to receive Federal funding for beach renourishment.

Bid Package #2019.04 Landscape Maintenance was opened and reviewed.  One bid was received from Vereen Tree Service for $24,000.00.  The bid will be awarded at next week’s Town Meeting.

Old Business followed with lost beach area.  The County Consultant's opinion is to wait until after November for vegetation and a sand fence for beach restoration.  It is not required, and, a possibility exists that it may not be necessary.  Following hurricane season, a more definite decision can be made.  

Councilman Buonviri provided an update on the Gates landscaping project.  The new plans provided by Waccamaw Landscaping were discussed; the Beautification Committee met and made recommended adjustments for plants not to exceed a certain height so that the line of sight for the Gate Cameras would not be obstructed, after consultation with Chief Lamparter.
 
Next, roads seal coating and Santee Cooper trimming was discussed.  The seal coating has begun and should not take more than a week and then, leaving an allowance of a few extra days, weather permitting, for completion.  Santee Cooper is still working and has been very responsive to any complaints made.

Fire Wise and the Canopy are complete and have been invoiced.  The Town paid $13, 850.00 this year, including some tree removal.  The savings from the past years is significant due to the change in procedure and billing.     

	No Public Input was shared during the session.  

The Mayor announced the date of the next Meetings.  And, with no further business to discuss, the Budget Meeting adjourned at 5:18pm.

							

							Respectfully submitted,

	Jennifer Newbold

Jennifer Newbold
							Town Clerk

Approved _____________________
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