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	The Town Council held a Council Workshop on Monday, August 12, 2019 at 4:00pm in the Cabana at 175 Beach Drive, Myrtle Beach, South Carolina  29572.  Location was changed due to resident attendance and limited capacity in the Town Hall.

	Present					Members of Council	David Buonviri
									Jim Leach
									Brian Palliser
									John Wylie
						Chief of Police	Kyle Lamparter
						Town Clerk		Jennifer Newbold
	Absent					Mayor			Huston Huffman
	
				
						
With a quorum present, Mayor Pro Tem Jim Leach called the Workshop to order at 4:00pm.  The Mayor Pro-Tem welcomed everyone to the Workshop and referred to Councilman Buonviri to introduce the guest speaker.

	Councilman Buonviri introduced Larry Roscoe, Horry County Accessor; he presented an abundant amount of very relevant, useful information about the new tax assessments to the Council and Workshop attendees.  First, he provided the licensed Appraiser’s name and phone number for the area, Paula Bell 843.915.5040.  Next he gave background information as to how the assessments are made: 
Factors:
				2200 unique markets in Horry County
				Used in collecting physical data – Acreage, square footage, outbuildings, etc.
				Units of comparison, rates, and property value increase
				Eight or nine quality grades from E – X+, which appraiser can override
				Anyone having property value that increased more than $1,000.00 received notice
				Market Value, Current Tax Value, and Previous Tax Value
Mr. Roscoe stated than unless a house is newly bought, the increase to taxes should not exceed more than 15%.  In addition, he noted that in the state of South Carolina, homeowners are only allowed to appeal the Marketable Value; Taxable Value cannot be adjusted.  Market Data is used to derive the Market Value.  And, until Marketable Value falls below Tax value, it will not change.

	Next, Mr. Roscoe explained the appeal process and said the preferred method is to appeal online.  Assessments will not be appealed without evidence to show differently. Last he provided information about the Board of Assessment Appeals, and independent third party.  In closing, the Accessor stated that Horry County is experiencing about 50,000 home sales/year and that homes are compared to the era in which they are built.

	Public Input on tax assessments followed.  Mr. Roscoe welcomed and fielded residents’ individual questions.

	The Workshop proceeded with a quarterly update from the Planning Commission.  First, Commissioner Bell presented data acquired from the resident surveys returned for the 2020 Comprehensive Plan.  Following Bell, Chairman Helsel presented Council with an update of progress and upcoming plans for the Planning Commission as they continue work on the Comprehensive Plan.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Next, the Mayor Pro Tem announced the next meeting dates, and with no further business to discuss, the Workshop adjourned at 5:05pm.
					
							
								Respectfully submitted,
								Jennifer B. Newbold
								Jennifer B. Newbold
								Town Clerk
Approved _________________
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