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District Zoning Ordinance 

Sturgis, SD - Meade County Commission chairman Alan Aker announced today that opponents of the 
county's new district zoning ordinance have filed sufficient signatures for a referral election.  Aker said that by 
statute, the election must be held by July 9, and that it is unlikely the election could occur before June 28, due 
to statutory notice requirements and lead time for printing ballots.  Aker said the county commission will set a 
date for the election after the wording of the ballot is approved.

Aker said Meade County is the only county in the Black Hills I-90 corridor which does not have zoning, and the 
county commission desired district zoning in that corridor to protect property values for  homeowners and 
businesses.   Meade County is the first county in South Dakota to take advantage of a new form of zoning 
called district zoning, which allows a county to zone part of its territory and leave part of it un-zoned.

"In 2006, Meade County worked with its legislators to get statutory authority for district zoning.  Again in this 
year's session, we worked with legislators to amend the statute to allow for greater local control and lower set-
up costs in the zoning districts we create.  We've had unanimous support from all 9 legislators representing the 
county in both those efforts, and near-unanimous support in the legislature.  The 2009 Meade County 
Commission voted unanimously for district zoning, and the current commission voted 4-1 for district zoning, 
with Commissioner Bob Heidgerken voting 'yes' on first reading and 'no' on second reading."  Aker said.

The county has created only one zoning district named the Stagebarn Zoning Area, which borders the city of 
Summerset.  "We've heard from a number of citizens who have confused the zoning district with Summerset," 
Aker said.  "The City of Summerset has nothing to do with the Stagebarn Zoning Area.  The county created the 
zoning district, and Summerset will have no jurisdiction on zoning in that district. Creation of the Stagebarn 
Zoning Area has nothing to do with annexation and does not make it easier or harder for Summerset to annex 
anybody."

Aker said that if county voters overturn the district zoning ordinance, there will be no zoning protection outside 
of municipalities - anywhere in the county.  Aker said he has reminded all county department heads to strictly 
avoid using county resources to advocate for either a 'yes' or 'no' vote in the referral election and to make sure 
there is no electioneering in county buildings.  "The Meade County planning office is available to answer any 
factual questions about zoning, but will not be offering opinions on how to vote," Aker said, adding that for 
questions on whether district zoning is beneficial for the county, voters should question the commissioners who 
voted for it, and to the petitioners who referred it.

✦  Alan Aker's contact information: 
•  605-390-6515 / akerwoods@wildblue.net

✦  Commissionerʼs contact information can be found @ www.meadecounty.org
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