WKU Sisterhood Grant

Bridging Cultures
Through Music
BY CHING-YI LIN

From Left: Kristen Miller (Sisterhood co-chair), Ching-Yi Lin, Emily Vaughn, and Misti Carrigan

I am excited to announce that
we—the WKU violin studio and WKU
Pre-College Strings Program—have
received a $20,000 grant from WKU
Sisterhood to start a violin program at
Bowling Green High School. Starting in
the spring semester 2018, I will take a
team of student teachers and volunteers
to teach the violin to English as a
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Second Language (ESL) students, many
of whom are refugees living in Bowling
Green now. This team of teachers will
include undergraduate and graduate
students studying music at WKU and
students from the WKU Pre-College
Strings Program. Many of our students
and parents have had, and will continue
to have, a hand in this project. I cannot

wait to see friendships created through
making music together.
This project has three main
benefits: 1) WKU students will gain
hands-on teaching experience in an
unconventional setting while serving
their community and enhancing their
own social and communication skills.
2) The ESL students, who otherwise

could not afford music lessons, will
receive the many benefits of learning
a musical instrument. 3) Many young
musicians in our community currently
studying the violin will be given the
opportunity to be student helpers.
Sisterhood Grant will help to fund
violins for student use, stipends for
WKU music students, and cost of travel
for classes and outreach performances.
The partnership of WKU student
teachers, the community, and ESL
students provides the opportunity
not only to establish relationships,
but to develop compassion for
different cultures, and nurture the
discipline and confidence that result
from both learning and teaching an
instrument. During these current
fiscally challenging times, the arts
and humanities are suffering funding
cuts. However, it is the arts and
humanities that provide the foundation
for a well-rounded education. The
WKU sisterhood grant will provide a
tremendous opportunity to unite our
world through the artistic medium of
music.
I would like to thank the support of
my violin students and parents in the
WKU Pre-College Strings Program.
Special thanks go to Misti Carrigan
(Bowling Green High School Youth
Services Coordinator and parent of
Emerson Carrigan in the Pre-College
Strings Program), Andrew Braddock,
Marcus Dukes, Rina Ricketts, Emily
Simons, and Emily Vaughn. I appreciate
your love and support.

Emma Watson and Emiy Simons, student assistants at WKU Summer String Institute

Emma Watson, Junior at South Warren High School
Because I am not an ESL student, I have an outsider’s perspective on their education.
I feel as isolated from them as they are from me. Given this opportunity, I hope to
communicate with them and be exposed to their community. School is hard. It’s even
more challenging when there is a cultural or language barrier separating students
from their surroundings. Being involved means that I can attempt to make the ESL
students’ lives easier and enrich my own. I hope this sheds light on the importance of
this program and how it may impact other students.

Jon and Rina Ricketts, parents of students in the WKU Pre-College Strings Program
We would love for our children to be able to participate in a program that is reaching out to minority populations within our
community. We consider it of paramount importance that our children gain an understanding and acceptance of groups and
individuals who are vastly different than they are. We consider it our moral obligation to reach out and help the displaced people
in our area in any way possible. This project provides our children with an avenue through which they can accomplish both of
these things. We are also excited about the possibility of our children becoming better musicians and teachers through a program
like this one, which would offer them an environment through which to learn and gain hands-on teaching experience.
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