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•  Benefits, Risks and Mitigation 
strategies for Key Stakeholders!

•  Next Steps!
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• Fans are leaving the NFL at a faster rate than ever before. 
Why?!
• Boredom:  According to the Wall Street Journal’s David 

Biderman, there is an average of 11 minutes of action for 
every 174 minute NFL game!

• Injuries Abound: The action and hard hits are now restricted 
by a variety of rule changes.  Even with these changes, 
players are experiencing career-ending injuries at a rate 
like never before!

The Problem!

• The NFL Commissioner, majority of commentators and NFL 
insiders are focused on the angles of helmet hits!

• The NFL Commissioner is blanketing the country to introduce 
his “new” program, “Heads up Football;” however, there is 
nothing new about it!

The Current Dialog!

•  No one is focused on changing the equipment to eliminate 
concussions and other career ending injuries 

•  The concept you see herein would change the future of 
football forever allowing for more aggressive hits while 
greatly reducing concussions and other injuries!

Eliminate concussions and other 
injuries!

Challenges Facing the NFL!
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The Evolution of the NFL Player!

Players weight, size, 
strength and speed has 
changed dramatically over 
the last 30 years!

•  Players have evolved 
from Pittsburgh’s “Big” 
Mike Webster at 6’1” and 
255 lbs. in the 1970s to 
Flozell Adams at 6’7” and 
340 lbs. in 2010!

As this visual depicts, there 
have been no changes to the 
helmets, shoulder pads and 
thigh/knee/hand pads despite 
changes in player profiles!

!



Year Equipment 
1970 

2013 

POINT OF COMPARISON!
WHILE NFL GEAR HAS NOT EVOLVED, EQUIPMENT IN MANY 
OTHER DISCIPLINES HAS RADICALLY CHANGED…!
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Why Change the Dialog?!

•  Fans and Players Love & Want Big Hits!

–  Gladiator style sports such as Mixed Martial 
Arts are the fastest growing sports today!

–  Violent video games are top selling among 
adults and kids alike!

•  Game Pace!
–  The average American consumer requires more 

consistent action!

•  The “Football Factory”!

–  Parents are pulling their kids from football 
over injury concerns such as concussions!

All of the challenges can be solved with the right 
equipment that allow for big hits, faster pace, and 
reduced injury risk to players at all levels…!
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The Equipment Solution!
Goal: Unleash the explosiveness that players are 
built & trained to deliver with minimal risk to re-
engage fans and speed the game!

•  Carbon Fiber and Kevlar Helmet!

–  Lightest and most durable protection 
currently available!

•  Quick Locking & Disconnecting Helmet to 
Shoulder Pads!

–  Head hits are redistributed throughout the 
upper torso Protector similar to a Flak Jacket!

–  Eliminates axial compression, hyper-flexion, 
hyper-extension and lateral hyper-flexion 
with helmet locking into shoulder pads!

–  Fully enclosed helmet eliminates “12th man” 
noise!

–  Bluetooth/Two way radio allows linemen to 
converse & hear Quarterback!

!
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The Equipment Solution!

 

 

Full Body Gear - Front!

1.  New concept helmet!
2.  Shatterproof google 

visor to display plays!
3.  All-in-one torso 

protector (shoulder, 
chest, back and ribs)!

4.  All-in-one arm protector 
with anti-hyperextension 
brace!
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The Equipment Solution!

 

 

Full Body Gear - BACK!

5.  Digital play display built 
into the forearm guard!

6.  All-in-one leg protector 
with knee brace (inside and 
out)!

7.  One piece under suit with 
built in climate control 
fastened together with 
zipper and velcro!
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The Equipment Solution!

 

 

Climate Controlled Under Suit!

•  Climate control under 
suit can be plugged in via 
USB to a temperature 
regulator affixed to the 
sideline bench!

•  Player can adjust 
temperature of the suit 
based on individual 
conditions!
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The Equipment Solution!
Revolutionized Helmet!

•  Fully enclosed Kevlar/
Carbon fiber helmet blocking 
out crowd noise (12th Man)!

•  Two-way radio to communicate 
between players and sidelines!

•  Retractable, shatterproof 
google visor with digital play 
display!

•  Multiple air vents for cooling!
•  Three layer protection design 

with extra padding for impact 
absorption!

•  Helmet connects to all-in-one 
torso protector, becoming 
one unit for even distribution 
of impact!

•  Release button for quick 
connect and disconnect!

•  Connection ring on helmet to 
the all-in-one torso 
protector is free moving, 
allowing the player to 
maintain natural range of 
motion!
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The Equipment Solution!

 

 

Arm Gear!

•  Arm brace prevents 
hyperextension with 
maximum protection!

•  Digital display of play 
calling relayed in from 
sidelines via bluetooth 
also lets the player be 
aware of the game clock, 
downs, etc.!

•  Can be used to monitor 
players body 
temperature, heart rate, 
etc.!
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The Equipment Solution!
Leg/Knee Brace!

•  Titanium knee braces 
(both inner and outer) are 
built into the thigh pads 
and shin guards!

•  Knee pads are connected 
to the under suit!



Benefits!
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Players!

NFL! Fans!

NFL Benefits!
•  Promotion of 

safer game!
•  Player 

Retention!
•  Youth 

Football 
Factory Re-
engagement!

•  Higher 
revenue with 
increase in 
fan re-
engagement 
and marketing!

Fan Benefits !
•  Faster Game!
•  Bigger hits!
•  Fewer injury 

delays!
•  Favorite 

players 
careers are 
extended!

Player Benefits!
•  Improved safety!
•  Lengthen careers!
•  Full & Complete 

mobility!
•  Unleash the big hits!

There are a variety of Stakeholders who can benefit from 
this solution!



Risks!
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Equipment 
Makers!

Equipment 
Makers!
•  Adapt or risk 

losing NFL 
contractor 
of choice!

How these risk can be mitigated!
•  NFL Subsidies to existing 

Equipment Makers to invest in 
safer gear development!

Who Could Lose & How to Mitigate!

Advertising 
Agencies!

Advertisers!
•  Fewer delays 

means less 
ads, but 
increased 
audiences!



Next Steps!
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Advocacy!

•  Start the conversation for gradual overhaul & 
update of equipment – ESPN, Social Media, 
Magazines, Newspapers!

•  Secure NFLPA support!

•  Secure current players’ support!

•  Identify star voices to promote cause!

•  Encourage equipment makers such as Under 
Armor, Nike, etc.!

•  Engage with NFL!


