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ULTIMATE TRUTH
Is there ultimate truth?
Truth is limiting. When you say that 2+2=4, you are in essence saying that all other numbers besides
4 are the wrong answer. That may work in math class, but when it come to the salvation of people,
we want things to be more inclusive. But that doesn’t change the nature of truth. Any claim at truth is
an ultimate truth claim. Even the postmodern claim above is a claim that says the ultimate truth is
that there is not just one way, but many.
Does the Bible claim to be the ultimate truth?
The Bible makes many claims at truth. Below are the verses and claims.
1) Genesis 1:1 - God created the world.
It was God who created the world, not anyone else.
It was on purpose, not by accident or chance.
2) 1 Timothy 3:16 - Scripture is inspired by God
The words of the Bible are from God, not from man.
The Bible is true, God cannot lie.
3) John 14:7 - Jesus is the way
The way to God is only through Jesus, all other ways are false.
Jesus claims to be the ultimate truth!
We can see from these verses that the Bible makes huge claims about creation and the way to get to
God. If claims are made contrary to these then one must be true and the other false. These are
clearly claims at ultimate truth.
Faith still must be present to believe in the God of the Bible. Even though we recognize them as
ultimate truth claims, we still must believe them. God will strengthen our faith objectively (through
sight and scripture) & subjectively (through feeling and intuition).

The question is: Do I believe this or something else? You can’t have both.

Demonstration: Read this sentence and count the number of times the letter F is
used.
FINISHED FILES ARE THE
RESULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTIFIC
STUDY COMBINED WITH THE
EXPERIENCE OF YEARS
Many kids will count 3 F’s in the sentence, when really there are 6. The truth does
not change, even though your perception of it might. This is the same with ultimate
truth.

We live in an era
where kids want
to answer the
question about
ultimate truth in
this way...I do not
think there is one
way, so I will do
what is best for
me. This is called
postmodernism.

Sin is one of the hardest topics we discuss with kids, but it is also one of the most important ones. If
kids fail to understand sin then they will ultimately fail to understand the Gospel of Jesus. There are
three major objections kids have to sin:
1) I’m a good person. False. We are all enemies of God as we stand in sin. We are all sinners and
none is righteous apart from God. Jesus makes it clear that they only way to get salvation and
eternal life is through him. It is also important for kids to know that salvation is not just about fire
insurance, it is about getting into a relationship with the living God now and forever. This is what our
hearts long for. When you truly believe, you will want to get to know Jesus. As you get to know Jesus,
you will begin to make changes, serve, etc. But if you don’t do those things doesn’t mean you don’t
get to spend eternity with Christ. But when Christ lives in you, your life will begin to change and you
will learn to love others like Christ and put others first. Your heart begins to change.
The goal is not to be good people; it’s to be forgiven people. God offers us forgiveness, a relationship
with him and eternal life.
2) I’ll wait until I’m old to receive forgiveness. You never know when you will die. We are not
guaranteed another day. You will be missing out on the life that Christ has for you. His plans for you
and His way are SO much better than our own ways. All of the things we look to to give us life cant
satisfy us the way Christ can.
God is the creator of all things the designer of life. He designed it to be perfect, good and right. But
sin broke his design. If we love Him and know Him, then we trust his way, his perfect design for life,
is better than our way (full of sin). Much like a loving parent and a child. (analogy- a parent telling a
child not to touch the stove because he knows if they do, they will get hurt). He knows what’s best for
us.
3) Why do bad things happen to good people? Well first, there are no good people. The bible is clear
to say that ALL have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. The Bible actually makes it quite clear
that faith in Jesus Christ and in Christianity does not guarantee a good life, but a perfect eternity.
Refer to the first question that talks about works. This world is broken. From the very beginning Adam
and Eve wanted to do things their own way, and turned their backs on God. As a result, relationships
became broken. So that is why bad things happen in this world, because we all have chosen our own
way over God’s way.
"But pain insists upon being attended to. God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our
conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is his megaphone to rouse a deaf world." God's plan is for us
to return to him, and to lead the best possible life on earth; sometimes we need to be reminded of
our purpose, and pain is a sharp, clear tool to achieve that purpose.”
- CS Lewis (who lost his wife to cancer)
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Truths to Know:
John 6:35 - I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in
me shall never thirst.
John 14:6 - Jesus answered, I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.
John 16:33 - “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will
have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”
Rom. 3:10 - As it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one
Rom. 3:23 - for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
Rom. 5:10 - For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his
Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!
James 4:14 - Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a
mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
Additional: John 3:16, Titus 3:5

Truths to know:
2 Timothy 3:16-17 - All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness.
1John 4:15-17 - If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in
God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in
God, and God in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence
on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him.
1 Corinthians 6:17-20 - But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. Flee from
sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins
against his own body. Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore
honor God with your body.
Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I
live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.
Ephesians 4:30 - And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of
redemption.

The Bible commands
us not to sin, No one
who is born of God
will continue to sin
1 John 3:9
Are we seeking to
stop sinning or have
we actually
stopped? To be born
of God means
that I have His
supernatural power
to stop sinning. The
Bible never asks,
“Should a Christian
sin?”The Bible
emphatically states
that a Christian must
not sin. It does not
mean that we
cannot sin- it simply
means that if we will
obey the life of God
in us, that we do not
have to sin.”
Oswald Chambers

Why
Should I
stop
sinning?

The Real Question: Why should I stop sinning? If Jesus’ death really meant that I am forgiven, if He
really took away all of my sin from my past, present and future on the cross, why do I need to try and
stop now? What’s the point in trying to stop doing bad things if I am just going to sin anyway, even at
a thought?
The Real Need: Sin is everything contrary to God’s character. We were created to live in relationship
with God and with one another without sin. We are all sinful- born in sin, imperfect, stained by the
darkness of the world. Because of Sin, we lost relationship with our Holy, perfect, Innocent, Good
God because He cannot tolerate it. Sin brought physical and spiritual death and an indescribable
(yet, entirely tangible) lack of joy, hope, love and peace. This is not the way the Lord intended it.
Although Sin is a reality, God provided the solution.
The Gospel Need: In the story of the woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11), Jesus told her, “I do
not condemn you either. Go. From now on, sin no more.” Scholars claim that Jesus is in essence
saying, “Go- be without me no longer.” Go! Be with me. When we choose to believe and follow
Jesus, all that He accomplished for us on the Cross is accomplished in us. By the Holy Spirit, we
have been granted the holiness of Jesus Christ. Our self-determination to stop doing “bad things” will
fail, but the strength that comes from the power of the Holy Spirit will not. A life with Christ, a life
without sin, is not a life of restraint, lacking, not enjoying the things that we previously enjoyed doing
and now have to “give up” in order to live the “Christian life.” A life without sin, a life with Christ,
means living in the freedom He bought for us, in obedience to His word, to love him, and to fully
receive the joy and life that His death bought us.
What we “need” to do? Even our desires are in need of redemption- just thinking good thoughts and
doing good things was never the purpose of Jesus in our lives. He did not come to save us simply
from our bad behavior, but to rescue us from the dominion of darkness, from eternal condemnation
and separation from Him, to restore us back into relationship with God the Father. What we need to
do, what we are called to do, is to simply love Him back. Step by step, choice by choice we just have
to love Him back because He will never love us any more or any less than He does right now.
If we believe the word of God is true, if we confess that Jesus alone can save, if we are dead to sin
and alive in Christ, if we have received the Spirit of God, who lives in us, if we have been given life to
the full- how could we not consider Him who died for us? To desire not to shame the name of the one
who forgave us, to not grieve the one who left Heaven on our behalf? We should stop sinning
because that is the desire of the One who created us, saved us, rescued us, redeemed us, granted
us His righteousness with unmerited favor. God chose to poor His wrath against Sin that we deserve
onto His own innocent Son, who stood in our place. He allows us to choose Him over ourselves, our
temptations and our Sin.

There are
times in life
when it is
hard to feel
and
experience
God. Kids
often times
struggle to
ﬁnd the
emotions
and
experiences
they had at
camp.
When kids
return home
they wonder
if it was all
real and
even if God
is real.

HOW DO WE
EXPERIENCE AND
KNOW GOD IS REAL?
Here are the main things that kids should do to grow in their relationship with Jesus.
Being Still
Be still, and know that I am God Psalms 46:10
Kids must take the time to listen for Jesus. In a world that has no limit to distraction, they must remember
that camp took them away from the distractions so they could hear Jesus. How can we hear from God if
we are not even listening? They must get away from their life.
Seek God
But from there you will seek the Lord your God and you will find him, if you search after him with all your
heart and with all your soul. Deut 4:29
Kids need to understand that they need to seek Jesus. Jesus came and found them and saved them, but
now they have a responsibility to seek Jesus. Most kids just simply use Jesus as a “get out of jail card”,
only seeking when there is a need. That is not how relationships work. If we only seek someone when we
need something then we are only using God for personal gain. Kids must spend time seeking God. If you
only hang out with someone when you want to, that’s not a friendship that’s using someone.
Plug In
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as
is the habit of some, but encouraging one another. Hebrews 10:24-25
Kids must plug in with other believers through church, bible studies, Young Life, etc. We have not been
called just to a relationship with Jesus but also to love others. Jesus says these are the greatest two
commandments. We grow and experience Jesus through other believers. We can understand Jesus
more by seeing how others experience God.
Faith
Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we
cannot see. Hebrews 11:1
Kids need to know that a relationship with Jesus demands faith. In a world that demands proof,
sometimes there is only faith. There is more to life than what we see, these things are faith. We can be
sure of Jesus, even though we can’t always see him.
Avoid Sin
Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature. Col 3:5
Jesus loves us in the middle of all our sin. Once we start walking with Christ we should avoid sin, not
because it changes how Christ feels about us, but because we love Jesus. If a wife tells a husband I will
love you no matter what, does that give the husband the freedom to have an affair? No the fact that the
wife loves him even if he sins against her drives the husband to love her more. We are called to avoid sin
with the strength of Christ. When our lives are covered in sin it becomes harder to hear and experience
Jesus.
Holy Spirit
But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. John 14:26
Kids need to know if they have a relationship with Jesus, the Holy Sprit in within them. Not only can Jesus
see them but he is also inside of them. Christ in them is the strength to walk in a relationship.

Truths to Know:
Psalm 51:10 - Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
Luke 9:20 - “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “The Christ of
God.”
Romans 5:1 - Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.
Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.
Acts 14:17 - Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain
from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with
joy.
Additional: Ro 1:18-25, Ro 2:14-16, Psalm 19, 139:9-12

How, then, can
they call on the
one they have
not believed in?
And how can
they believe in
the one of
whom they
have not
heard? And
how can they
hear without
someone
preaching to
them?
And how
can they
preach
unless they
are sent?
As it is written,
“How beautiful
are the feet of
those who bring
good news!”
Romans 10:14-15

Will God
Judge
those
who
have not
heard?

Some determine that those who don’t hear about Jesus Christ will escape the judgment of God.
However if this were true, Christian missionaries are actually doing more harm than good. They are
bringing people from innocence to mental understanding and into a place in which they will face
judgment.
Instead, we face the reality that judgment for all is necessary based upon God’s character. It is clear
in scripture that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” and sin is a condition in which we
are born into that we cannot escape. God is holy and just and cannot overlook sin. The penalty of
death falls on all who have sinned and all are under divine condemnation.
Religion, sincerity, and human works are not enough to satisfy this wrath. Only through faith in Christ
can a person be saved from judgment. People are not lost because they have not heard, people are
lost because they are sinners. The answer to this question relates to God’s character, God’s
revelation or how He shows Himself to us, and our response.
Gods nature- Biblically God is holy, fair, unchanging, and all-loving. God will always do what is right.
God judges according to truth, and without favoritism. He also desires that none should perish and all
should know Him.
God’s revelation- According to Scripture, no one is in total darkness, or void of the knowledge of God
and sin. God has revealed himself generally through creation, dreams, visions, angels, and
specifically through Jesus and the bible. All can know God exists through creation, there is a moral
standard that has been given from God, and they have broken this standard. God uses other
humans to reveal himself, and promises those who seek Him will find Him. If the Lord truly is
omniscient and omnipotent, He is able to make His message clear. With all of these things together,
biblically speaking there is no one that has no idea of God’s existence or of their moral
responsibilities.
Our response- God judges according to the knowledge each person has received and does not hold
them accountable for what they have never known. However, God does hold us accountable for the
knowledge we have received, and the person who asks this question is aware of the Gospel.
Therefore the real issue is not the heathen, who did not hear, or the baby who did not comprehend,
but an issue for us. The most important question anyone can answer is the question Jesus asks his
own disciples, “But what about you? Who do you say that I am?” (Mttw 16:15, Mark 8:29, Luke 9:20)
In regards to babies and those mentally handicapped, the bible is not extremely clear, but we can
look again to the character of God. We know that He is all loving, fair, and desires that all should
come to know Him. We know that God will deal fairly with those who haven’t heard an accurate
presentation of the gospel or can’t mentally understand just like He will deal fairly with those who
have.

Since what may be
known about God is
plain to them,
because God has
made it plain to
them. For since the
creation of the world
God’s invisible
qualities—his eternal
power and divine
nature—have been
clearly seen, being
understood from
what has been made,
so that people are
without excuse.
Romans 1:19-20
The heavens declare
the glory of God; the
skies proclaim the
work of His hands.
Psalm 19:1

SCIENCE? CREATION?
EVOLUTION?
I NEED PROOF!!
Science is a method that mankind can use to gain a greater understanding of the natural universe. It is a
search for knowledge through observation. Advances in science demonstrate the reach of human logic
and imagination. However science is not always truth. Theories based on science are always changing are
often times proven wrong. Science throughout history has been wrong about many things, such as the
shape of the earth, powered flight, vaccines, blood transfusions, and even reproduction. God is never
wrong.
Are you sure Science has “proven” and is correct about things such as the origin of the universe, life,
evolution etc?
You could fill more books with the things that science can’t explain than you can fill with the things it can.
For example:
What is the origin of the Universe? What caused the Big Bang?
What is the origin of life, how did it start?
Where are the missing fossil “links” to support evolution?
Why are we here?
Where did common morality (good and bad) come from?
Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.
Even, the most rational scientists, even those who refuse to believe in God, admit to a lack of
completeness in our understanding of the universe. They will admit that neither God nor the Bible can be
proved or disproved by science, just as many of their favorite theories ultimately cannot be proved or
disproved. Whether you believe in the God of the Bible or whether you believe in modern day science it
takes faith.
Science and God are not always in opposition; in fact many of most recent discoveries in modern science
are most easily explained by pointing towards an intelligent creator/designer. Much of science supports the
existence and work of God.
The need for something to cause the Big Bang: “Let there be light” – God
The complexities of living cells. The more science learns about the complex micro-organisms that exist
within cells. The less likely it seems this complexity could have happened through evolution (chance and
time).
This is the same when thinking about DNA, the blueprints of life. Bill Gates likens DNA to a computer
program, though far more advanced than any software humans have invented. Is it more reasonable to
think this happened by chance through evolution? Or by the design of an intelligence greater than
humans. Such as God?
The laws of physics (gravity, expansion of the universe, speed, closeness of the sun etc.) are so finely
tuned that any slight change in one of these and life would not be able to exist. It’s almost if someone
designed it just for life to exist.
Creation:
The origin of the universe and the origin of life cannot be tested or observed. Both creation and evolution
are faith-based systems in regards to origins. Neither can be tested because we cannot go back billions
(or thousands) of years to observe the origin of the universe or of life in the universe.

Homosexuality

As one of the difficult issues facing our culture today, the topic and discussion
of homosexuality must be carefully approached. When discussing this topic it
is important to speak truth on matters that are Biblically supported and avoid
drawing conclusions when perhaps the best answer might simply be...
“I’m not sure.”

At the beginning the Creator
‘made them male and
female,’ and said, ‘For this
reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh’?
So they are no longer two,
but one. Therefore what
God has joined together, let
man not separate.”
Matthew 19:4-6

Before answering this question, we want to distinguish the difference between: 1. Having same-sex attractions and 2. Acting on
same-sex attractions. This is an important difference to make.
1. Having same-sex attractions – When sin entered the world in Genesis 3, everything from that moment on has been subject to
“The Fall.” We are all broken creatures living in a broken world. As a result of sin we are broken. To feel an attraction towards
someone of the same sex is no different feeling self-righteous. It’s unnatural and not what God wants for us, but the choice to
make our self-righteous desires into sin or to make them holy is the same choice that someone who wrestles with homosexual
temptations and desires has to make.
2. Acting on same-sex attractions – The Bible does clearly state that any homosexual acts are sinful (Romans 1:26-27; Leviticus
18:22-23; Leviticus 20:13; 1 Timothy 1:9-10). God’s design and purpose was for a man and woman to be united together in
marriage (Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6).
Sexual immorality is a sin no matter if that is heterosexual or homosexual. Sex is for marriage and marriage is for one man and
one woman. Therefore, all sex outside of heterosexual marriage is a sin.
Homosexual sin should not be isolated as being some kind of worse sin than others. It is one of the many results of the
brokenness caused by sin. In Romans 1:26-27, Paul explicitly states practicing homosexuality is wrong but as we continue in the
passage from 28-32, Paul explicitly lists out a number of other sinful things that we are not to partake in.
For those who are wrestling with homosexuality:
Someone who is struggling with homosexuality is not any more or less broken than everyone else. We are all sinful creatures,
drawn to different desires and temptations, but loved by God so much that He sent his Son to die for our sin.
The choice is to continue on the path of living in sin or to admit a broken heart and not allow this brokenness in sexuality to turn
into sin.

Christianity and Other Religions
Religion

Humans?

Relationship with God?

Christianity

Created in the image of God! Sin
messed up human relationships with
each other and with God. There is
now hostility between people and
God, because we are fallen.

You can not only know God, but can
have a personal relationship with
God and be sure of it! One God,
three persons (Father, Jesus, Holy
Spirit).

Through faith in Jesus Christ who
became Sin on behalf of all who
would believe, so that we might
become righteous (2 Cor. 5:21).

Buddhism
(Theravada
which is the
most popular
of the 3 major
sects)

The human life is full of suffering.
Suffering is caused by craving and
will stop when craving stops, and this
happens by following an eightfold
path.

No personal God exists, rejected
this idea because of suffering,
judgment and evil that exists. Goal
is to get out of the cycle of
reincarnation (nirvana or pure
nonexistence) by doing good
deeds.

Belief system summarized by four
noble truths, the noble eightfold
path, and other core doctrines.
Karma is impersonal driving force
behind everything.

Islam

Weak and forgetful but not fallen.
Most serious sin is considering God
as more than one.

Allah is the true God and
Muhammad is the last and greatest
prophet. Allah can’t be known, only
his will.

Submission to Allah and total
conformity to the “five pillars.”

Judaism

Man Created in the image of God
and has infinite potential to do good.

Beyond our ability to comprehend
but present in our ever day life. You
can have a relationship with God,
which is unique to the individual.

Obedience to the teachings of the
Torah. One day a messiah (person
from God) will come and bring
peace to all the earth.

Mormonism
(Church of
Jesus Christ
of Latter-day
Saints)

Every human has the potential of
becoming a God by keeping the
requirements of Mormonism.
Humans are basically good but will
be punished for their sin.

God used to be a man, but was
exalted to God after keeping the
requirements of Mormonism. Infinite
number of gods with their own
worlds who were at one time man.
The president or prophet who is the
spokesman and revelator of God is
vital in knowing God.

No Mormon can be good without
accepting Joseph Smith as the one
true prophet, being baptized in LDS
church, and keeping the “Word of
Wisdom”

Universalism

Essentially whatever you believe to be true is true. All of the above religions are at best only partially true. A
universalist believes only they have the whole truth and it is that all religions are right and lead to the same place.
The important thing is to believe there is a God and to do good things. God is not the ultimate authority in
determining spiritual truth but rather human reason and experience is final authority.

If leaders from each of these religions were asked if they all believed the same thing each one
would answer no. Other religions offer a plan, or pathway to salvation while Christianity offers the
Person of Jesus Christ (John 8:24, John 14:6). Other religions say “do this” and hopefully God will
accept you (Galatians 2:21). Christianity says Christ died on your behalf because there was nothing
you can do and because of Jesus you can know that God accepts you.
Christianity is not alone in its exclusivity, each of the religions above believe they have found the
one true way to God. The Bible is clear that man is separated from God because of sin (Romans
3:23), the penalty is death (Romans 6:23) our hope is only in the person of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:12).

How?

Do all
religions
believe the
same thing?

