
Anoka County Master Gardener Program  

Home Landscaping and Garden Fair 

Saturday, April 1, 2023 
8:20 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.  (check-in begins at 7:30am) 

Bunker Hills Activities Center 
550 Bunker Lake Blvd NW, Andover 

pre-registration recommended 

By 

 Hosted by the Anoka County Extension Master Gardener Volunteers 
 

Get ready for spring with the Anoka County Extension Master Gardeners at our upcoming Home 
 Landscaping and Garden Fair!  Choose from over a dozen educational classes, browse 

creative vendor booths and talk with local organizations in our Resource Room. Choose to add 
"make & take" workshops to your day for an additional materials fee. A turkey or vegetarian sand-

wich lunch will be available for participants for $7.  Join us for this fun, community event!   
 

Online Registration $35 per person through March 19th.   
Walk-in registrations will be accepted at $45 per person. 

Class preference and lunch cannot be guaranteed for walk-ins. 

Registration fee includes access to classes, vendor fair, resource organizations, door prizes, coffee, 

tea, bottled water & session materials. Make and Take classes and lunch are optional for an addi-

tional cost.  Class size is limited and will be filled as registrations are received. Classes will be filled 

on a first come, first served basis so we encourage participants to register early to select their 

top choices. 

Register at z.umn.edu/2023HLGF by March 19, 2023 

 

http://z.umn.edu/2023HLGF


Class Descriptions 

1A) Raised Bed Square Foot 
Gardening  
Mark Stuart 
Is the ground getting farther away each 
year but you still want to grow your 
own vegetables? You might want to 
consider a raised bed garden. There 
are different types of raised beds and a 
lot to consider before you start one. 
You will leave this class with a general 
knowledge of the soil and water 
requirements and will be able to decide 
on the right method for you! 
 
Mark has been a Master Gardener for 10 
years in Chisago county. He is also a 
certified Square Foot Gardening instructor. 
When he moved into his home in Harris, he 
inherited some raised beds from the 
previous owner. That's when he became 
interested in learning more about raised 
bed gardening, leading him to Square Foot 
Gardening and the Master Gardeners. And 
the rest, as they say, is history. 

 

1B) Home Canning & 
Preservation 

Dianne Patras 
Dianne will share her expertise in 
“Putting Up” food — the science and 
art of preserving food. Add value to 
your extra produce and preserve food 
that will last your family through the 
winter. In this beginner class, Dianne 
will cover basics on why we want to 
preserve food, how it works, safety 
measures to take, & startup costs.  In 
addition, you will learn about the 
different methods of preserving food: 
Canning, Freezing & Dehydrating. 
 
Dianne Patras has been a University of 
Minnesota Master Gardener in Chisago 
County and a University of Minnesota 
Master Food Preservation Consultant for 
over 20 years. She has been growing fruit 
and vegetables in large gardens and 
preserving food for over 50 years. Her 
family always had a large garden and 

Session 1: 9:50-10:50 A.M.  

Dianne helped her mother put up 1,000 
quarts of food each year. She has taught 
many food preservation classes through the 
Master Gardeners as well as community 
education programs and by invitation to 
other forums. 
 

1C) Bats Incredible! 
Jan Welsh 
After teaching folks about bats for over 
30 years, I’ve learned everyone has a 
bat story.  I’ll share mine, along with 
some biology, cool pics of our favorite 
mosquito-eaters, and also answer the 
burning question…do bat houses really 
work? 
 

Jan Welsh is an Anoka County Master 
Gardener, and has taught plant design 
classes for the past several years at 
Mickman Brothers, where she works as a 
plant coach. 
 

1D) Lilium—an oasis of color! 
Denise Haldorson 
Ever wonder what makes the lily one of 
the most popular garden flowers? How 
to grow and care for them? Where to 
grow them? Denise Haldorson, with 
K&D Gardens, will provide a 
background on lilies, their divisions, 
growing needs and planting tips. Have 
fun while learning how to add lilies to 
your garden that will provide stunning 
color and texture. 
 

Denise grew up in a family of lily lovers in 
“zone 3”. In 2016 she and her husband Karl 
moved to Farmington, MN. They became 
active members in the North Star Lily 
Society and the Daylily Society of 
Minnesota. Denise serves on both Boards. 
With their increased passion for lilies, in 
2017 they began “learning the ropes” of 
owning a lily business. In 2019 they 
launched K&D Gardens with the vision of 
providing quality lily bulbs at affordable 
prices. Denise enjoys sharing her 
knowledge and enthusiasm for lilies. Make 
sure to stop by their vendor table and say hi 
even if you don’t take their class! 

2A) Straw Bale Gardening 
Rebecca Holmlund 
Poor soil? No soil? Want to try 
something different? A straw bale 
garden might be for you! Whether you 
start with one bale or a dozen, straw 
bale gardening is easy and fun. Just 
expect questions from curious 
neighbors. In this class, you will learn 
what straw bale gardening is, the 
science behind it, and how you can get 
started. 
 

Rebecca Holmlund has been an Anoka 
County Master Gardener since 2020. A self
-described "experimental gardener," 
Rebecca started her first straw bale garden 
in 2018, and continues to experiment with 
new methods and configurations. She is 
passionate about soil biology, and 
fascinated by the microbial and fungal 
communities that make straw bale 
gardening possible.  
 

2B) Let’s Get Growing 
Cheryl Holmes 
We will cover everything you will need 
to start vegetable and flower seeds 
indoors.  We will discuss things to 
consider when purchasing seed, 
location for growing, containers, lights, 
growing media and when to start 
planting various types of seeds. You 
will learn how to apply important 
techniques in sowing and growing 
seedlings, and how to successfully 
plant the seedlings outdoors. 
 
Cheryl is a Master Gardener for Anoka 
County, but her expertise in gardening 
comes with years of experience.  Her 
perennial garden has more than 250 
varieties of hostas.  She has grown all her 
life in both vegetable and perennial 
gardens.  Some of her fondest childhood 
memories are being in the vegetable 
garden with her mother and harvesting 
gigantic carrots and beets.  Cheryl has 
been a member of Anoka Area Gardeners 
garden club for 20+ years.  

Session 1: 9:50-10:50 A.M. 
continued 

Session 2: 11:10 A.M.-12:10 P.M. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Brandon Miller—Underutilized Woody Plants for Resilient Landscapes 
8:20—9:30 A.M. 

As severe weather events and the introduction of invasive pests occur more frequently in the United States, the resiliency of 
managed landscapes has come into question. The need to identify, develop, and utilize diverse species and selections of land-
scape plants capable of tolerating the demands of a changing climate is a forefront issue in horticulture. A variety of factors in-
fluence the adoption of novel species and desirable plants may be limited by unique challenges in the nursery production pipe-
line. Brandon Miller will introduce some underutilized woody plants that merit broader use, describe their ornamental appeal, 
and explain ways to use them in the landscape.  
Brandon Miller is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Horticultural Science at the University of Minnesota. His research program aims 
to solve production issues that limit the development of novel nursery crops, especially those of underutilized taxa with horticultural merit. His 
extension program is centered on education of landscape horticulture practices and supports the introduction and application of emerging 
nursery crop species and selections. Brandon works with the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum and uses plant exploration to seek out unique 
species and provenances of plants with desirable traits for horticulture.  



Class Descriptions 

2C) 2023—the Year of Lawn 
Recovery 
Kim Sullivan 
After years of drought, our lawns are 
ready for some TLC.  Learn about 
helping your lawn recover with seed 
selection and over seeding.  Then it 
will thrive with lower input maintenance 
and improved pesticide options.  
 
Kim Sullivan has been a Master Gardener 
for 21 years, with a special interest in 
lawns.  She’s a former UMN turf grass 
research assistant, and continues to 
represent the UMN Turf Grass Team at 
events. writes the Home Lawn Newsletter 
and periodic lawn care articles for the Yard 
and Garden News. 
 

3A) Planting Annuals for 
Continuous Color All Summer 
Terri Zikmund 
Learn to plant annuals for continuous 
color accents, developing perennial 
gardens and containers. We'll discuss 
plant selection, good planting practices 
and care.  Also, we will touch on seed 
harvesting to save money while adding 
show stopping color year after year.  
 
Terri Zikmund has experimented with 
annuals in her gardens for over 30 years 
and became an Anoka County Master 
Gardener in 2019.  
 

3B) Getting Kids Hooked on 
Gardening 
Christine Colby 
We will explore a variety of ways to 
engage children in gardening, both 
indoors and out! The presentation will 
highlight ideas for supplies, plants, 
activities, and strategies to use when 
growing a new generation of 
gardeners. 
 
Christine Colby has been a Master 
Gardener since 2021. Some of her earliest 
memories are of picking cucumbers from 
the family vegetable garden in Western 
New York. Now in Lino Lakes, she tends a 
myriad of house plants, vegetable, fruit, 
and perennial gardens with her twin 
daughters. 

3C) Let's Make a Kokedama 
Jan Welsh 
Are you eager to get your 
hands in the dirt and create 
something amazing for your 
home or for gifting?  
Kokedama is the Japanese 
art of creating beautiful moss balls that 
feature a unique plant.  They are really 
fun to create, and embellishments will 
be available to make it uniquely your 
own. 
 
Jan Welsh is an Anoka County Master 
Gardener, and has taught plant design 
classes for the past several years at 
Mickman Brothers, where she works as a 
plant coach 

Pre-registration required. 
Materials fee: $25 

 
3D) Diagnosis, Prevention, and 
Treatment Made Easier Through 
Technology 
John Schmidt 
If you find identifying plants or 
diagnosing and treating plant problems 
to be very challenging, there are a host 
of new technologies that will make the 
job so much easier. Come and learn 
the basics of plant identification and 
diagnosis. Then learn how smartphone 
technology can simplify this effort to 
make your gardening stress free and 
very successful.  
 
John Schmidt has been an avid gardener 
for over thirty years and a Master Gardener 
since 2012. He specializes in tree care, 
perennials, shrubs, sustainable garden 
design, plant diagnostics, and orchids. 
 

4A) Container Gardening 
Kathy Rivard 
Planting containers can be creative 
and fun! Kathy Rivard from Waldoch 
Farm and Garden Center will 
demonstrate how to create beautiful 
containers, while covering plant 
selection and composition.   
 
Waldoch Farm is a century old family farm. 
They have been operating a garden center 
since the late 60s. Kathy is one of the 
sisters on the farm; her main role is plant 
selection, designing container gardens and 
baskets, and planting every day. She loves 
sharing her experience and knowledge with 
others so they can enjoy and create 
beautiful designs of their own.   

4B) Connecting Pollinators: The 
Importance of Native Species in 
Residential Settings 
Lucy Keefe 
With what little remains of Minnesota's 
once vast expanse of tallgrass prairies, 
pollinator numbers are struggling. 
Creating connections between remnant 
prairies is vital and can be 
implemented through the creation of 
"pollinator corridors". These 
constructed corridors help boost 
populations of pollinators while also 
creating beautiful and diverse 
residential prairie gardens. 
 
Lucy Keefe is the Assistant Farm Manager 
at Prairie Restoration Inc. in Princeton. She 
graduated from CSB/SJU with a degree in 
Environmental Studies with a concentration 
in Prairie Ecology, and received her 
Ecological Restoration Certification from 
the University of Minnesota. She continues 
her passion of prairies through her work at 
PRI and in her daily life. 
 

4C) Make Your Own Buckthorn 
Walking Stick  
Kim Sullivan 
One way to eliminate Buckthorn is to 
remove it.  We will do our part in this 
class.  We will provide the wood and 
tools; you choose and create the stick 
of your dreams!  You may get a little 
messy, so wear something washable. 
   
Kim Sullivan has been a Master Gardener 
for 21 years, with a special interest in 
lawns.  This time she’s having some fun 
and hoping you’ll join the party.  

Pre-registration required. Materials 
fee: $15 
 

4D) Wild and Wonderful Fungi 
Brett Arenz 
 
Fungi play key roles in planetary and 
ecosystem functioning and have also 
impacted human history in profound 
ways. This class will be a tour of the 
fungal world highlighting some of the 
more bizarre and amazing species 
including some that may affect your 
garden plants. 
 
Brett is a teaching associate professor in 
the Department of Plant Pathology at the 
University of Minnesota. In addition to 
teaching classes on plant disease and fungi 
he also directs the Plant Disease Clinic on 
the St. Paul Campus. pdc.umn.edu   

 

Session 3:  12:55-1:55 P.M. 
continued 

Session 4:  2:15-3:15 P.M. 
continued 

 

Session 4: 2:15-3:15 P.M. 

Session 2: 11:10 A.M.-12:10 P.M. 
continued 

 

Session 3: 12:55-1:55 P.M. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/pdc.umn.edu__;!!NFcUtLLUcw!VF4hWmHFmcLY5v8xghLpcChsqInFjENzNU88O6yCF7qyrwGpRRUmeOhIhkfefDjm7LwXoKZpV9wvtIVVa2PYow$


Schedule for the Day 

($$) indicates additional materials fees due at registration 
 

The Keynote is scheduled for all; select your 4 remaining breakout sessions. 
 

Bring a bag lunch or pre-order a lunch for $7.00 (There are no lunch concessions on site) 
Lunch option includes Turkey OR Vegetarian Sub, chips, cookie and beverage.  Sorry, no gluten free lunch will be 
offered. 
 

To maintain public safety, we will follow all local guidelines recommended at the time of the event. 
 

Cancellations will receive a refund if canceled on or before March 19, 2023. Cancellations after March 19 will 
be charged a $15 cancellation fee plus any materials fees. Lunch cannot be refunded after March 19, 2023. 
 

If you are experiencing financial hardship, The Anoka County Master Gardeners have limited funds available to cover partial or full registra-

tion fees. To inquire, please contact Lia Spaniolo at 763-324-3498. Unfortunately, we cannot cover the materials fees for the Make and Take 

classes. 

For event questions, contact: 
Lia Spaniolo at spaniolo@umn.edu or 763-324-3498 

 

Register at z.umn.edu/2023HLGF by March 19, 2023 
Front cover image credits (left to right): Lynda Ellis, Karen Kay Kramer and Julie Gustafson. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  Brandon Miller 
Underutilized Woody Plants for Resilient Landscapes  

SESSION 1: 9:50 – 10:50 A.M. SESSION 2 : 11:10 A.M.—12:10 P.M. 

1A) Raised Bed Square Foot Gardening 
Mark Stuart 

2A) Straw Bale Gardening 
Rebecca Holmlund 

1B) Home Canning & Preservation 
Dianne Patras 

2B) Let’s Get Growing 
Cheryl Holmes 

1C) Bat’s Incredible 
Jan Welsh 

2C) 2023—the Year of Lawn Recovery 
Kim Sullivan 

1D) Lillium—an Oasis of Color! 
Denise Haldorson 

 

 

LUNCH  — 12:10-12:55 Pick up pre-ordered lunches in the Cedar Room 
Be sure to check out the resources in this room! 

SESSION 3 : 12:55 —1:55 P.M. SESSION 4: 2:15 P.M.—3:15 P.M. 

3A) Planting Annuals for Continuous Color All 
Summer—Terri Zikmund 

4A) Container Gardening 
Kathy Rivard, Waldoch Farms 

3B) Getting Kids Hooked on Gardening 
Christine Colby 

4B) Connecting Pollinators: The Importance 
of Native Species in Residential Settings 

Lucy Keefe 

3C) Let's Make a Kokedama  $$ 
Jan Welsh 

4C) Make Your Own Buckthorn Walking 
Stick $$ - Kim Sullivan 

3D) Diagnosis, Prevention, and Treatment 
Made Easier Through Technology 

John Schmidt 

4D) Wild and Wonderful Fungi 
Brett Arenz 

 

SOIL TESTS AVAILABLE 

 
The University of 
Minnesota Soil 
Testing Lab will be 
collecting soil sam-
ples from attendees 
and answering 
questions at the 
Fair on April 1.   

You can bring your soil sample in a 
disposable plastic bag or food contain-
er. Soil Analysis Request Forms will 
be available for you to fill out at the 
event or you can print and fill out the 
form and bring it with your sample.  

Learn how to take your sample and 
download request forms at https://
soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/testing-
services/lawn-garden 

The fee is $19 for the standard 
Lawn & Garden test; cash and 
checks will be accepted at the 
event.  The sample will be tested in 
their lab and the results will be sent 
back by mail or email. 

Why is it important to get your soil 
tested?  The samples will be tested for 
the soil fertility, pH level and any prob-
lems due to excessive salts (if ana-
lyzed). The report you get back offers 
recommendations for amending your 
soil for peak fertility. Understanding 
your soil is the foundation from which 
you can grow abundant and healthy 
flowers, vegetables, lawns and more. 

8:20 — 9:30 A.M. 

http://z.umn.edu/2023HLGF
https://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/testing-services/lawn-garden
https://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/testing-services/lawn-garden
https://soiltest.cfans.umn.edu/testing-services/lawn-garden

