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SuperYacht Times is proud to be the official intelligence partner of the Monaco Yacht Show. As 
such, we also like to dig into the data of the superyacht fleet on display at the show. This year’s 
Monaco Yacht Show will see over 125 yachts on display. At the time of writing, the display of at 
least 108 superyachts over 30 metres in length had been confirmed. Expect more superyachts 
to be confirmed as we get closer to the show’s start as there are usually around 109 superyachts 
over 30 metres on display at the show.

Yachts At The Monaco 
Yacht Show 2019

PRELIMINARY S TATIS TICS 30M+ FLEET ON DISPL AY AT MONACO YACHT SHOW 2019

YACHTS ON DISPL AY BY LENGTH C ATEGORY
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE YACHTS ON DISPL AY

Largest yacht on display: 
    Tis (111.5m Lürssen, 2019)

Largest sailing yacht on display:
    Seahawk (60m Perini Navi, 2013)

Average age 
of motor 

yachts 
on display

Average age 
of sailing 

yachts 
on display

Yachts for sale on display at 
the Monaco Yacht Show 2019 

have been on the market for an 
average of around 500 days.

Average asking price 
of yachts available for 
sale at Monaco Yacht 

Show 2019

4 YEARS 8 YEARS 500 DAYS€37.8MILLION

Motor 
yachts

Yachts 
exhibited 

as new 
yachts

Yachts 
exhibited 
as used
 yachts

Yachts out of 
the 108 are 

known the be 
for sale

Worth of 
superyachts 
on display

Of 30m+ 
yachts 

on display

Sailing 
yachts

100 44 64 72±€4BN+5.5KM8

At SuperYacht Times, we have compiled lists of yachts present at the Monaco Yacht Show on our 
website for each edition of the show since 2015. As the composition of the 2019 fleet is not yet final, 
we cannot yet compare it to earlier shows. However, we have compiled statistics over the previous 
four years (2015-2018). What do they tell us?

Evolution Of Yachts At 
The Monaco Yacht Show: 
Bigger And Better

While the total size of the fleet over 30 metres present at the show is always roughly the same due 
to the size limitations of the port (around 109 superyachts), the mix of yachts varies quite a bit. 
The share of sailing yachts in the fleet on display has gone up and down significantly over the past 
four years, from a high of 17 yachts, or 16% of the fleet, in 2016, to a low of nine yachts, or 8% of 
the fleet, in 2017. The 2018 show had 15 sailing yachts on display, while so far for 2019, only eight 
sailing yachts have been confirmed.

The most popular build country for superyachts on display at the Monaco Yacht Show is Italy, 
with between 45 and 47 Italian-built superyachts typically present at the show. Dutch-built yachts 
are firmly in second place, with between 27 and 29 Dutch-built superyachts usually making their 
appearance at the show. Turkey is invariably represented by seven yachts at the show, while British 
yards tend to be represented by a similar number of yachts. German yards are represented by four 
to six superyachts each year, but as German-built yachts at the show are generally very large, their 
share of the fleet on display in terms of gross tonnage (GT) is third after Italy and the Netherlands, 
despite their relatively low number. 

The US presence at the Monaco Yacht Show is usually solid at five to seven yachts, however in 
2018 it fell to only three yachts. For the 2019 show, so far only four US-built superyachts have 
been confirmed, although this number could still rise as we get closer to the actual show.

WHAT IS THE SHARE OF SAILING YACHTS?

WHERE DO THE YACHTS COME FROM?

Average length 
of motor yachts 

at display at 
MYS 2019

Average length 
of sailing yachts 

on display at 
MYS2019

52.7M 43.5M
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A total of 437 yachts over 30 metres have been on display at the Monaco Yacht Show at the last 
four editions (2015-2018). Below you will find a graph with the five most popular build countries, 
based on their average number of yachts at the show and the average volume per yacht displayed.

Looking at the shows from 2015 up to and including 2018, we see that the average length of the 
motor yachts on display has gone up a little, from 50.6 metres at the 2015 show to 51.3 metres at 
the 2018 show. For sailing superyachts, we saw stronger growth in the average length of yachts 
on display, from 42.7 metres at the 2015 show to 46.8 metres at the 2018 show. Preliminary 
numbers for the 2019 show suggest that the average length of motor yachts on display will grow 
further to 52.7 metres, while the average length of sailing yachts on display is expected to go 
down to 43.5 metres. 

The average volume of motor yachts on display stood at 719GT during the 2015 show, then 
dropped to 582GT during the 2016 show, after which it grew again to 780GT per yacht in 2018. 
Meanwhile, the average volume of sailing yachts on display in 2015 amounted to 245GT and fell 
to 191GT at the 2017 show, before strongly recovering at the 2018 show to an average of 314GT 
per yacht. For the 2019 show, preliminary figures suggest averages of 840GT per motor yacht 
and 262GT per sailing yacht. Again, the numbers for the 2019 show are subject to additions and 
alterations to the fleet on display.

YACHTS ON DISPL AY BY BUILD COUNTRY 2015 -2018

ARE THE YACHTS GET TING BIGGER?

AVER AGE NUMBER OF YACHTS ON DISPL AY AND AVER AGE VOLUME PER YACHT 
DISPL AYED, BY BUILD COUNTRY, MONACO YACHT SHOW 2015 -2018
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Superyachts displayed at the Monaco Yacht Show between 2015 and 2018 had an average value 
of € 26 million per motoryacht and € 17.7 million per sailing yacht. 

For the 2019 show, preliminary figures show an increase of the value per motoryacht to 
€ 39.7 million per yacht, while the value of the sailing yachts on display is expected to decline 
to € 14.5 million per yacht.

ARE THE YACHTS GET TING MORE VALUABLE? 

AVER AGE VALUE PER YACHT
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Average value 
per motor yacht 

at MYS 2019

Average value 
per sailing yacht 
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€39.7MILLION €14.5MILLION
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The world’s superyacht fleet over 30 metres in length has grown tremendously over the past few 
decades. Not only did the fleet more than double between 1985 and 2000, but it did so again 
between 2000 and 2010. Since then, fleet growth has slowed down a little to about 120 yachts per 
year, reaching 4,950 superyachts at the end of 2018, a sixfold increase since 1985.

Today’s superyacht fleet is mostly a motor yacht fleet. Only 16% of the fleet (792 yachts) are sailing 
yachts. In recent years, only about 9% of new-build deliveries each year are sailing yachts, so their 
percentage share of the world’s superyacht fleet is gradually going down. However, the sailing 
yacht fleet is still growing in absolute numbers.

Returning to the operating fleet, 4,221 yachts, 85.3% of the total, measure between 30 and 50 metres. The 

following graph shows the division of the world’s operating superyacht fleet over the various length groups:

The Superyacht Fleet
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SUPERYACHT FLEET DE VELOPMENT

The average superyacht in service as of 1 January 2019 was 41.1 metres long and had a volume of 438 gross 

tons (GT). The average motor yacht was 21 years old, while the average sailing yacht was 29 years old.

Close to thirty percent of the operational fleet (1,602 yachts) is over twenty years old. A similar number of 

yachts (1,641) are eleven to twenty years old. However, no fewer  than 1,707 yachts were completed in the 

last ten years (2009-2018), showing that new-build deliveries have accelerated further. Not only has the fleet 

grown but the average size of yachts has grown too. Two thirds of the 20+-year-old fleet measures between 

30 and 40 metres in length, while that share is very similar for the eleven- to twenty-year-old fleet at 70%. 

However, for the yachts completed during the last ten years, the share of 30-40 metre yachts has fallen to 

55.5%, while delivery numbers of yachts between 40 and 50 metres have increased by 50%. The 60-metre 

plus fleet shows an even more impressive growth, with delivery numbers up by 90% over the last ten years.

OPER ATING SUPERYACHT FLEET BY LENGTH A S OF 1 JANUARY 2019
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Average yearly new-build deliveries (both motor and sailing yachts) have hovered around the 140-150 mark 

in recent years.  So far in 2019, we have already recorded 109 deliveries with another 93 yachts still planned 

for delivery this year, although in all likelihood quite a few of those yachts will be delayed until next year. 

Nevertheless, the 160 deliveries for 2019 which we forecasted in our report “The State of Yachting 2019” 

still seems to be achievable.

The construction book at the beginning of 2019 amounted to 483 yachts, including 48 projects which are 

on hold but on which construction is likely to resume in the near future. What will the total be at the end of 

2019? It all depends on how new yacht sales perform throughout the remainder of 2019. We will cover more  

on new yacht sales later on. If you would like to know more about the superyacht construction book, our 

report “The State of Yachting 2019” offers extensive information about the construction book and all of the 

other subjects touched upon in this Monaco Yacht Show 2019 Intelligence Report.

WORLD SUPERYACHT FLEET BY AGE AND SIZE GROUP

Before 19 9 9 19 9 9 -2 0 0 8 2 0 0 9 -2 018

26
32

69
1, 8 0 0

1,6 0 0

1, 4 0 0

1, 2 0 0

1,0 0 0

8 0 0

6 0 0

4 0 0

2 0 0

0

1,0 6 6 1,13 4 9 4 8

3 4 3
3 02

4 2 8

10 7 10 4
13 9

6 0 69 12 3

  30-39.99M     40 -49.99M      50 -59.99M       60 -79.99M     80M+

At the start of 2019, there were 483 superyachts under construction, 148 of which were offered for 
sale, a share of 31% of the construction book. One year before, at the start of 2018, this share was 
also 31% of the construction book, so the share of new-builds remained stable during 2018. 

The 148 in-build superyachts for sale were being built in seventeen different countries. Italian 
yards account for 46% of these new-builds for sale. Turkey is in second place with 15% of the total, 
which means it has traded places with the Netherlands, which still sit in third place with a 15% 
share of the in-build yachts for sale. All three of these countries feature a number of well-known 
yards which mostly build yachts on speculation.

As we take stock of the situation as of early September 2019, we notice that the share of new-
build yachts for sale has gone up, to 158 out of 453 yachts in build, or 35%. This could be related to 
slower new-build sales so far this year, while at the same time the number of new-build deliveries 
is relatively high, decreasing the size of the construction book.

When looking at sales of superyachts, we have to distinguish between sales of new-build yachts 
(either built to order, started on speculation, sold from stock, in-build resales and on-hold resales) 
and sales of used yachts. 

As of the beginning of 2019, around 22% of the operational fleet of 4,950 superyachts was offered 
for sale. The 1,109 superyachts for sale were made up of 934 motor yachts and 175 sailing yachts. 
The number of both motor and sailing yachts for sale as well as their share of the total operational 
fleet was up compared to the beginning of 2018. 

If we look at the size of used yachts for sale, the majority of motor yachts for sale (553 out of 934) 
are in the 30 to 40-metre size range. 21% percent of the total operational fleet of motor yachts in 
this size range is for sale. Yachts between 40 and 50-metres in length account for another 28% of 
motor yachts for sale, with the remainder spread across  the larger sizes. 22% of the world’s fleet of 
operational sailing yachts over 30-metres is for sale, and this percentage is pretty much the same 
over the different size ranges.

As of early September 2019, the share of yachts for sale in the operating superyacht fleet had 
edged up a little further, to 23%.

USED YACHTS FOR SALE

Superyachts For Sale

NEW-BUILD YACHTS FOR SALE
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New superyacht sales in 2018 totalled 194 yachts, which represented a 4.8% increase over the 
figure for 2017. The figure for 2018 is lower than the record number of 241 new yachts sold in 
2008, but it was the best result since 2008. 

2019 seems to be a bit of a slower year so far in terms of new-build sales. In the first eight months 
of 2019, 74 new superyachts over 30 metres had been sold, consisting of 69 motor yachts and five 
sailing yachts. At the current rate, new-build sales over 2019 could end up far lower than in 2018, 
but we do expect sales to speed up in the last four months of the year, as major deals are often 
revealed at the yacht shows.

Yachts measuring between 30 and 40 metres are responsible for the majority of sales in terms of 
the number of new yachts sold. 46 of the 74 new yachts sold so far this year are in this size bracket.
 
Sales of new yachts between 40 and 60 metres are behind compared to  last year at 18 yachts 
compared to 61 across the whole of 2018, but more new deals are expected to be revealed in the 
remainder of the year. Sales in the 60-80 metre segment are a bright spot in the market, with six 
new yachts sold so far in 2019 compared to nine for all of 2018. The very large yachts measuring  
80 metres and more are selling more slowly than last year, with four units sold so far in 2019 
compared to 13 during  all of 2018. 

Superyacht Sales In 2019

NEW SUPERYACHT SALES
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Sales of used yachts over 30 metres reached 295 units over the course of 2018. In the first eight 
months of 2019, 179 yachts were sold, which means that used superyacht sales are still performing 
at a relatively high level and could still match or come close to last year’s amount. Yachts between 
30 and 40 metres in length took the lion’s share of sales with 107 out of 179 yachts. Sales of used 
yachts between 40 and 60 metres amounted to another 56 yachts, with another 11 yachts sold in 
the size range between 60 and 80 metres. Finally, five used yachts over 80 metres in length were 
sold so far this year. Of the 179 sold used yachts, 19 were sailing yachts. 

USED SUPERYACHT SALES BY AGE AND SIZE GROUP JANUARY - AUGUS T 2019

USED SUPERYACHT SALES
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A yacht show is always a good occasion to take the temperature of the superyacht industry. What 
can we expect going forward? Here are some of our thoughts on several key market developments.

Market Outlook

The superyacht construction and brokerage industries have enjoyed a number of years with good 
sales, particularly in 2017 and 2018. In fact, with 194 new-build  sales, 2018 was the best year 
since 2008, when 241 new-build sales were recorded. However, as we noted earlier in this report, 
new-build sales in 2019 thus far seem to be trailing behind last year’s figures, while used sales are 
still performing well.  Market insiders inform us  that negotations for sales or large new-builds are 
taking longer to complete than last year.  We expect to see more new-build deals announced during 
the major yacht shows in autumn  2019, with the Monaco Yacht Show being the focal point.

The hesitation on the part of some new-build n buyers may be caused by increasing economic 
uncertainty. The spectre of trade wars is looming above the US and Chinese economies, while 
many European economies have been  experiencing a slowdown in economic growth during  
2019. The economic growth of the superyacht powerhouse Italy almost came to a standstill in the 
early months of 2019.

We have noted that several builders best known for producing yachts in series have started 
building their first models over 40 metres in length, sometimes even over 50 metres. Some of 
these yachts are expected to be present at the Monaco Yacht Show 2019, like Race, the first of the 
new Riva 50-metre model,  as well as  the Custom Line Navetta 42 model. Fellow Ferretti brand, 
Pershinalso delivered its first yacht over 40 metres in 2019, the Pershing 140 Chorusline. It seems 
that quite a few buyers are willing to move towards purchasing larger yachts, but the lengthy 
construction times for bespoke yachts may be holding them back,  meaning that larger yacht 
models produced in series might be able to fill that supply gap. Builders like Amels and Heesen, 
which produce yacht models upwards of 50 metres alongside fully bespoke projects, have also 
been selling quite well in recent years.

The move towards more explorer-like yachts seems set to continue.  In particular, at the smaller 
end of the market, we see many builders building yachts with explorer-like characteristics. We 
use the word “explorer-like” as many of these yachts do not tick all of the boxes traditionally 
associated with explorer yachts. In addition, the discussion about what constitutes a true 
explorer yacht is still ongoing and will probably not die down anytime soon. Yacht owners are 
becoming increasingly  curious about cruising in new areas off the beaten track and need a 
different type of yacht in order to do that.

SALES SLOWING DOWN? 

NEW ENTR ANTS IN THE L ARGER YACHT SEGMENTS

EXPLORER YACHT MARKET

We cannot write this outlook without mentioning the word Brexit. The United Kingdom, a major 
hub for the superyacht industry, is facing uncertain times due to Brexit. The country hosts a 
number of successful yacht builders like Princess and Sunseeker, renowned refit yards and a large 
quantity of equipment, brokerage, insurance and design companies among others, but most 
importantly, a high number of very wealthy people from all over the globe call London their home. 
What will all of these companies and people do if the UK does indeed plunge into a no-deal Brexit? 
The uncertainty around Brexit has already made many major companies across multiple industries 
set up shop elsewhere in the remaining EU countries.

These days, Asian countries are a key source for the growth in the worldwide number of ultra 
high net worth individuals, but superyacht ownership is not yet as widespread among them as 
it is among the wealthiest in the USA or in European countries. At the same time, Asian yacht 
buyers are becoming a more prominent group every year. They now account for over 7% of the 
known owners of 40-metre plus yachts in the construction book and we believe that the share 
of Asian ownership in the world superyacht fleet will continue to grow. While China is often 
the focal point for discussions about the Asian superyacht market, we also see buyers in other 
Asian countries like Indonesia, the Philippines, Japan and Malaysia. Meanwhile, Hong Kong has 
traditionally been a good superyacht market and we hope that it will remain that way.

Russian customers have been key to the huge growth of the superyacht industry since 2000, 
and they are still valued customers, particularly in the higher end of the market. 11% of the sold 
superyachts in build over 40 metres are destined for Russian owners. However, North American 
customers have been the driving force in the market in recent years and their role remains key, 
with a share of 17% of the sold superyachts in build. A lot will hinge on the continued appetite of 
North Americans for superyachts going forward.

Superyacht builders are also noticing that their customers are getting younger and some of 
these young customers are buying very large superyachts. Meanwhile, in recent years, the global 
superyacht fleet has been growing by 150 to 180 yachts per year.  At 483 yachts yachts in build as of 1 
January 2019, the construction book guarantees close to another three years of deliveries and more 
speculation projects, in particular, will be started up in the intervening time. The market for refitting 
and maintaining yachts is also buoyant, with yards in that industry gearing up to receive the rising 
number of very large superyachts. 

We predict around 160 to 180 deliveries per year during 2019 and 2020. For the picture after 2020, a lot 
will depend on the level of new yacht sales during 2019. If the market can sustain the level of demand 
experienced over the last two years for another year, then deliveries in 2021 and 2022 can also be 
expected to remain at a high level. However, the growing economic uncertainty after a number of 
very good years presents a significant downside risk. An economic downturn seems likely, as we are 
approaching the end of an economic cycle. Superyacht builders are currently very busy and working hard 
to satisfy their hungry customers. However, going forward they will need to be even more flexible and 
show that they can go along with new demands from their changing clientele in order to remain successful.

BREXIT

ASIAN MARKET

RUSSIA & NORTH AMERICA

FORECAST
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The 4,950 active superyachts in the world were built by 918 different shipyards. Since 2009, 
348 different builders have built at least one superyacht or are currently building one. While 
this appears to be a significant number of yacht builders, the number of active builders has 
actually been declining over the past decade. Between 2004 and 2008, 226 different yards 
delivered 1,049 new-builds . Ten years later, between 2014 and 2018, only 170 yards delivered 
a total of 752 new-builds . The 483 superyachts under construction as of 1 January 2019 were 
divided over 147 different builders. Italy is the most important build country in terms of the 
number of yachts under construction, while Germany is the biggest country in terms of the 
total volume (GT) of yachts under construction.

The industry seems to be concentrating around a relatively limited number of larger and 
well-established builders. Between 2004 and 2008, the top 25 builders accounted for 55% of 
all deliveries. Between 2014 and 2018, the top 25’s share of deliveries had grown to 63%. 

Superyacht Builders

CONS TRUC TION BY COUNTRY 2019

COUNTRY YACHT S  
n u m b e r s

TOTAL LOA 
m e t r e s

AVER AGE LOA 
m e t r e s

TOTAL VOLUME 
g r o s s t o n n a g e

AVG VOLUME 
g r o s s t o n n a g e

ITALY   210   9,17 3   4 4   111, 391   53 0 

NE THERL ANDS   67   4 , 2 9 6   6 4   9 0 , 551   1, 352 

TURK E Y   59   2 ,975   5 0   4 3 , 2 35   7 3 3 

UNITED K INGDOM   2 4   8 5 4   3 6   5 , 410   2 2 5 

 GERMANY   2 3   2 , 4 0 6   10 5   121, 592   5 , 2 8 7 

 TAIWAN   21   717   3 4   4 ,74 5   2 26 

 UNITED S TATES   18   757   4 2   6 , 4 6 3   359 

CHINA   13   5 0 4   39   4 , 4 4 8   3 4 2 

UNITED AR AB EMIR ATES   9   3 6 5   41   3 , 3 3 6   3 71 

ROW   39   1,9 01   49   4 0 , 351   1,035 

TOTAL   4 8 3   23,9 4 8   50   4 31, 52 2   893 

The Monaco Yacht Show 2019 Intelligence Report is published by SuperYacht Times. The Monaco 
Yacht Show 2019 Intelligence Report (© SuperYacht Times 2019) is intended as a source for general 
interest only.

Although SuperYacht Times strives to provide up to date and complete information at all times to 
its readers, no responsibility or liability whatsoever can be accepted for the contents included in 
The Monaco Yacht Show 2019 Intelligence Report. SuperYacht Times advises not to take or omit 
any action solely based on the data provided in The Monaco Yacht Show 2019 Intelligence Report.

The photos featured in this report are shown purely for illustration purposes. Any relation of the 
photos to the content of the report is coincidental. The photos in this report have all been taken 
by photographers of SuperYacht Times. Please contact SuperYacht Times if you wish to acquire 
any of these photos.

The contents of the report are protected by copyright law of the Netherlands and the 
Universal Copyright Convention. Material may only be reproduced with prior consent from 
SuperYacht Times and due acknowledgement to The Monaco Yacht Show 2019 Intelligence 
Report by SuperYacht Times.

SuperYacht Times is a private company registered in the Netherlands with registration number 
52966461. The registered office is located at Singel 260, 1016 AB, Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

DISCL AIMER
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ABOUT SUPERYACHT TIMES

ABOUT THE MONACO YACHT SHOW

SUPERYACHT TIMES AT THE MONACO YACHT SHOW 2019

SuperYachtTimes.com was launched in 2007 and has since become the leading authority on 
superyachts. Our breaking news reports are unrivalled thanks to our 24-hour news team, unique 
photography and market intelligence.

With over two decades worth of data collected and analysed - and counting - our superyacht 
database is considered the most reliable, up-to-date and trustworthy source for information in 
the industry. To make it easier for buyers and sellers of superyachts to access the information they 
need, we created the largest online marketplace for used superyachts. Currently, more than 1,750 
yachts are listed for sale on SYT. 

The first edition of the The SuperYacht Times newspaper was published in 2014. Dedicated to 
unique coverage of the yachting business and lifestyle, today The SuperYacht Times is the leading 
publication for key decision makers and discerning yacht owners.

SuperYacht Times iQ (SYT iQ) was launched in 2018 and is an intelligence platform designed 
exclusively for yacht owners and business professionals, helping them to make decisions to grow 
and develop their businesses.

SuperYacht Times 
+31 (0)20 773 28 64
sales@superyachttimes.com
superyachttimes.com

Set in the iconic Port Hercules in the principality of Monaco, the Monaco Yacht Show represents 
the pinnacle of luxury. Each year, the MYS curates the exhibition of 125+ extraordinary one-off 
superyachts built by the world’s most respected shipyards and welcomes leaders from the yachting 
industry. In September, the yachting industry turns its focus exclusively to the MYS where forty or 
so new launches are annually unveiled in a worldwide debut.

600 exhibiting companies and partners participate in the growing success of the MYS.
Monaco provides the ultimate showcase for industry influencers from the most reputable 
superyacht builders, award winning yacht designers, luxury suppliers, influential brokerage houses 
to the most sought-after water toys, prestige cars, helicopter and private jet manufacturers.
The MYS is the premiere luxury event worldwide where visitors can discover the greatest aspects 
of superyachting against the glamorous backdrop of Monaco. Since 1991, the MYS has gratefully 
benefitted from the recognition and the support of His Serene Highness Prince Albert II of Monaco.

SuperYacht Times has a stand at the Monaco Yacht Show 2019. You can find us on 
Quai l'Hirondelle at stand number QH12.


