
  2019 Apple Blossom Festival Grand Marshals Announced! 

To pay tribute to the Originator of the Washington State Apple Blossom 
Festival; Susan Wagner, the Apple Blossom Festival will be honoring as 
Grand Marshals her great children.  Mark Farnham and David (Dianne) 
Wright will be traveling from New Zealand and will be staying in Wenatchee 
for 5 days participating in the All Service Club Luncheon, the Festival Ball 
and the Stemilt Growers Grand Parade.  

"I am sure that Grannie Sue is up there somewhere, proud to see that 100 
years of her idea is now the grand festival that it is today”, says David 
Wright, “It is because of this, it will indeed be an honor and privilege to be 
representing our Great Grandmother on this auspicious occasion. It is with 
pride that I am looking forward to being a Grand Marshal.  It is also a 
chance to honor those who have kept her dreams and ideas alive for the 
past 100 years”.   

“For years I had heard stories from my grandmother and my mother who 
had traveled to Wenatchee for the Apple Blossom Festival with their mother 
and grandmother Susan Wagner”, says Mark Farnham “It has always been 
a fascination for me to go back one day and witness this great Festival, 
can’t wait to be part of this magical time.”  

“We are so excited that we connected with Susan Wagner’s family and to 
honor them and her is an added bonus,” says 2019 Director General 
Deanna Bollinger, “and a huge thank you to GEICO insurance for providing 
the monetary donation for the airfare to and from New Zealand”. 

Cont’d 

The Festival was the brainchild of Susan Wagner, wife of the district's first 
apple shipper and a native of New Zealand. She enjoyed the festivals of 
her childhood so much that she suggested beginning a similar festival in 
the Wenatchee Valley. The Ladies Musical Club produced the first festival 
in 1920, and the first Apple Blossom Festival Queen was Fern Prowell who 
reigned over the festivities, then called "Blossom Days." The one-day event 
in Memorial Park involved songs, speeches, Maypoles, and baseball. 



The event drew large delegations of business and community leaders from 
throughout Seattle, Spokane, and North Central Washington, and its 
continuance was assured. In 1921 the Commercial Club, forerunner of the 
Chamber of Commerce, took over sponsorship of the celebration. parade. 
Our celebration carries the distinction of being the first Apple Blossom 
Festival in the country, and the oldest major festival in Washington. Only 
Sequim Irrigation Days in Western Washington is older than our Apple 
Blossom Festival. 
For more info. about the 100th Festival please visit www.appleblossom.org 
or download the Festival app. 

http://www.appleblossom.org

