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Meet the Neonatologist

The Neonatologist has
many unique features.
Tank Treads
limbo-ready
catapult

Inside

Pivoting
intake
system
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The Rookie Experience

Neha
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Cool and new Robodox
Sponsors!

Build Season by the Numbers
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Los Angeles Regional
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ventura regional
Although the Los Angeles Regional did not go as
the Robodox intended, they were excited to head
over to Ventura College for their next FRC Regional
in order to prove themselves. (This was the second
year that the Robodox would attend the Ventura
Regional — and the second year that the regional
had taken place.)
The Robodox learned a lot from their experience at
the previous regional, and sought to put their
newfound ideas and skills to the test. Unlike in LA,
the Neonatologist was able to compete in many, if not
all of its practice matches on the first day. The team
was much more prepared to compete with other
teams, thanks to what they had learned from LA. In
fact, the Robodox did very well during their matches
— they were mostly ranked under #20. And during
one qualification match, the Robodox even scored 50
points on their own by crossing defenses on the
FIRST Stronghold field. Team spirits were up, and
members were motivated to continue their success.
Unfortunately, it seemed that some things took a
turn for the worse—the Neonatologist’s tank treads
became damaged after repeated use. However, this
was expected — the tank treads were difficult to
implement, and there were very few teams at the
regional who had the same drive system. But the
Robodox fought on and continued to repair their
robot in the everbusy pit.
At last, on the final day of the competition, the
Robodox gathered around the FRC field with all of
the other FRC teams to watch the alliance selections.
Like during the previous competition, the Robodox
did not place in the top 8 teams. However, the team
hoped that their unique robot and ability to cross all
but one defense would earn them a spot as a second
or third choice for the top alliances. To their dismay,
the ‘Dox remained unpicked. And while many team
members were saddened by their loss, the Robodox
remained in high spirits for the remaining part of the
Ventura Competition. Members in the stands had fun
cheering for the teams that made it through, the
quarter finals, semifinals, and the finals. (Of course,
they also had fun doing the Cupid Shuffle, the
macarena, and the Cha Cha Slide. But that goes
without saying.)
As the threeday competition came to an end, the
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ventura regional (cont.)
FRC judges gathered at the center of the playing field to give awards to the respected and
esteemed teams that attended. Hopes were low when
the Robodox
did not win the award they desired — the Gracious Professionalism award, which the ‘Dox
has the highest record of throughout the world. However, the unexpected happened — as
the emcee announced the Excellence in Engineering award, the Robodox did not think to
hear their name. But as as the words ‘Team 599, the Robodox’ rang across the room,
hearts soared among all the members. Team 599 ran eagerly down the stands to receive
their congratulatory highfives from all the judges, and receive their trophy and plaque.
What exactly about the Robodox’s Neonatologist stood out to the judges, you ask? It was
the tank treadsthe feature of the robot that ironically had caused many problems
throughout the second day of the competition. Fortunately, the ‘Dox were able to quickly
repair their issues, and were able to use their soontobeawardwinning drive feature to
their advantage.
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FRC SEASON HIGHLIGHTS!

Upcoming events
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