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DEAR COMMUNITY,

Reflecting back on the past several months,
I am touched by the countless community
members who gave their time, energy, and
resources to help make the holiday season
bright for our students. From the Glenbard
East Music Department’s holiday concert for
our elementary band and orchestra students
to school-wide food drives organized in
conjunction with the Glendale Heights Police
Department, the Village of Glendale Heights,
and the Bloomingdale Township Food Pantry,
the spirit of giving is not lost on this community.
Partnerships like these not only support our
educational mission, but they also provide a
model of citizenship for our students. Research
shows that humility, empathy, gratitude, and
cooperation are not emotions that are hardwired
into the brain, but that they are learned. This
issue of The Messenger celebrates just a few
District 15 partners who embody these qualities,
but please know that we are grateful to each and
every one of you for your contribution to our
school system.
As we begin a new year, the District is steadfast
in its mission to provide each of our students
with the skills and knowledge necessary to
become productive members of society and life
long learners. Using our first ever set of PARCC
assessment data as a baseline for schools and
students, our staff is working diligently to
ensure that all students are prepared for high
school, college, and careers.
The expectations for our students have never
been higher, but neither has the focus, quality,
and commitment of District 15’s administrators,
teachers, and staff. Thank you for your
continued support, and have a happy, healthy
2016.
Sincerely,		
Jerry O’Shea
Jerry O’Shea, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

News from Marquardt Elementary School District 15

Students, Staff, and Community
Unite Over the Holidays
District 15 is fortunate to serve students in the communities of Glendale
Heights, Addison, Bloomingdale, Lombard, and Glen Ellyn Countryside.
Countless public, not-for-profit, and private organizations and businesses in
these communities work to support the mission of our school system. Their
focus ranges from academic enrichment, youth development, family support,
health and social services, and community development. Each partnership
strengthens families, improves the health of our community, and leads to
increased learning for District 15 students.
Around the holidays, the community’s involvement in our schools is especially
noticeable. Below are just a few examples of how District 15 partners united
with staff and students this year to make the holiday season bright for our
schools and community.

Glenbard East Musicians Perform for Elementary Students
On December 11th, the Glenbard
East Music Department came to
Reskin to put on a holiday concert
for fourth and fifth grade band and
orchestra students in District 15.
Of the 500 student musicians at
Glenbard East, around 60 singers, 60
orchestra members, and 50 marching
band members, as well as five
music teachers, participated in the
performance.
The high school musicians, many of
whom are recent District 15 alumni,
performed classic songs, modern hits, and songs from a variety of cultures in a
40-minute assembly. The performance ended with the Glenbard East Marching
Band playing their fight song while elementary students cheered and clapped
along.
For the fourth and fifth graders watching, Glenbard East’s performance not only
inspired them musically, but it also gave them a glimpse into their future as high
schoolers. Glenbard East plans to return to the District with their two a cappella
groups in April to perform for fourth and fifth grade choir students. Thanks to
Jacob Engler, principal at Reskin, and Brandon Catt, Choir Director at Glenbard
East, for organizing this event.
								 continued on page 3

Black Hawk Elementary School ∙ G. Stanley Hall Elementary School ∙ Marquardt Middle School ∙ Charles G. Reskin Elementary School ∙ Winnebago Elementary School

Community Corner
This fall, a number of companies and
organizations generously contributed to
Marquardt School District 15. We have
highlighted a few below.
AJR International, Becker Logistics,
Chicago Blower, Cornelius, PWC, and
Target Plastics Technology contributed
to the fund for the upcoming Battle of the
Books competition.
Battle of the Books is a national reading
incentive program for students in third
through twelfth grades where students read
books and then gather in teams to demonstrate their abilities and test their knowledge.
Teams compete with each other on the
school level, answering questions about
book characters, setting, and plot. Donated
funds were used to purchase t-shirts for student participants at all five District schools.

District 15 Bulletin Board
Kindergarten Registration Coming Soon
If you know of any parents whose children will be 5 years old on or before
September 1st, 2016, or if you are one of these parents, please know that
Kindergarten Registration will take place on Monday, March 14th from
4:30-7:30 pm in the Marquardt Middle School 7/8 Commons at 1912
Glen Ellyn Road in Glendale Heights.
Parents need to bring:
- a completed residency form
- a birth certificate
- a $10 registration fee
Download and print the residency form from our website, www.d15.us, under
the “Parent” tab in “Registration Information.” This is an event for parents;
the child’s presence is not required. Please help us get the word out! If you
have any questions or want more information, please call the
Administration Center at 630-469-7615.

District Launches New Facebook Page

Over the past several years, Bloomingdale’s
Mission Church has been a key supporter
of our students during the holiday season.
This year, they donated toys to lift up approximately 95 District families.

As part of District 15’s commitment to continuously improving communication with parents, staff, and community members, we have launched an
official District Facebook page. Over the past 10 years, increased access to
smart phones has changed the way parents, staff, and community members
communicate.

Thanks also to Buchanan Energy/Bucky’s
Mobil who donated funds to purchase math
and science materials at Black Hawk.

According to a sample of parents surveyed last year, 95% of District parents
access the internet mobily and 80% use Facebook as a communications tool.
As our community spends an increasing amount of their lives online, the
District looks forward to communicating with them more frequently and in
real-time.

Finally, many thanks to the
Bloomingdale Police Department for including our students in their exciting “Shop
with a Bloomingdale Cop” event. Thank you
to all of those in our community who continue to support our mission and goals!

Our Facebook page is not intended to replace the important two-way communication that happens and is most effectively achieved in person on a
day-to-day basis, but it will offer the District a way to share information more
quickly than we have in the past.
“Like” Marquardt School District 15 at www.facebook.com/marquardt15
to begin receiving important updates on District news, upcoming events, and
announcements today!

Superintendent Meet & Greet

Families had the opportunity to select donated toys from
Mission Church which were displayed at the District.

If your business or organization is interested in
supporting Marquardt School District 15
students, please contact Rebecca Bald by phone
at 630-461-7462 or via email at rbald@d15.us.

The Marquardt School District 15 Board of Education invites you to a Meet &
Greet to welcome our new superintendent, Dr. Jerry O’Shea! Dr. O’Shea, who
was appointed unanimously to the position last summer, brings a distinguished
record, distinctive vision, and broad range of experience to District 15. For
the past 10 years, he has served as the District’s Assistant Superintendent of
Instructional Services. The Meet & Greet will be held at the Marquardt District
15 Administration Center at 1860 Glen Ellyn Road in Glendale Heights on
February 17th from 4:00 to 5:30 pm. Light refreshments will be served.

continued from page 1

Holiday Food Drive
In December, all five District 15 schools led school-wide
food drives in conjunction with the Glendale Heights
Police Department, the Village of Glendale Heights, and the
Bloomingdale Township Food Pantry. Student councils and
CHARACTER COUNTS! Positive Behavior Intervention
System teams organized the initiative, which entailed promoting the food drive, collecting the non-perishable canned
and boxed foods, and assisting the Village and Glendale
Heights Police Department as they loaded food into trucks.

Hall’s student council (pictured above with District 15’s
DARE Officer, Michelle Cahill) began their efforts back in
November when they attended their parent-teacher conference day to promote the food drive to parents. Reskin celebrated the hard work of student participants by allowing them
to wear a favorite hat to school and their pictures were also
displayed on their school bulletin board. Black Hawk made
encouraging announcements to students every day of the
drive, and students in one fourth grade class competed with
each other to gather the most food.

GHPD and GFPD Donation
The Glendale Heights Police Department and the Glenside
Fire Protection District donated funds to purchase winter
coats for students in need this winter. Funds were raised
during The Don Darby Charity Basketball Game, an annual
event where the GHPD and the GFPD go head-to-head in
order to honor the life and work of Don Darby, a veteran
canine officer for the GHPD who passed away in 2013 after
a year-long battle with brain cancer. Darby took the force’s
police dog to visit local schools frequently to provide demonstrations for students.

Board of Education:
Member Spotlight
Marquardt School District 15 is governed by a locally elected sevenmember Board of Education. Members are elected to four-year terms in
April of odd-numbered years and serve without compensation.

Marquardt School District 15’s
newest board member, Silvana
McMillan, has served on the Board
since 2013. McMillan first got
involved with the District when her
eldest son, Lucas (now ten), started
kindergarten at Winnebago
Elementary School.
McMillan, who was born in Mendoza,
Argentina and moved to the United
States over a decade ago, was raised
speaking both her mother’s native
language, Italian, and Argentina’s
native language, Spanish. When
McMillan started to meet other
Winnebago parents whose children were learning English as a second language, she decided to talk with her son’s teacher, Elizabeth
Pendergast, to see what she could do to support them.
Passionate about forming strong bonds between families and
schools regardless of language and culture, McMillan approached
Pendergast and Principal Jon Pokora about starting a Bilingual
Book Club for families at Winnebago. The purpose of the club was
not only to build a bridge between families and the school, but also
to promote reading in both students’ second and native language.
Research shows that children who are read to at home in their
native language have better success learning a second language at
school.
Over the course of the Bilingual Book Club’s first year in existence, 30 families read over 40 books, completed an art project,
and planted a tree at Winnebago to mark the beginning of their
quest to grow literacy at school and at home. Three years later, the
roots of this initiative have spread and similar clubs have sprouted
up at several other District 15 schools.
When she’s not doing work for the Board, volunteering at Winnebago, or caring for her children---Jade (age nine) and Justin
(age six) also attend Winnebago--- McMillan, who went to law
school and received a Certificate of Legislative Internship from the
National University of Cuyo, writes articles on civic education.
On top of her work with the Bilingual Book Club, McMillan has
served on the Board’s Finance Committee, helped implement the
Latino Literacy Program throughout the District, and volunteers
with Parent University.
“The most rewarding part of being a member of the Marquardt
District 15 Board of Education is being able to help with the real
necessities of our community,” McMillan explains, “and continue
to build strong relationships with families.”
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Si usted desea una copia de El Mensajero (The Messenger) en español, favor de visitar nuestra página web www.d15.us. Busque el tabulador Infor
mación del Distrito (District Information) y después en el Periódico del Distrito (District Newsletter) para accesar a una copia traducida hoy.
Jeśli chcieliby Państwo otworzyć kopię The Messenger w języku polskim, prosimy odwiedzić naszą stronę internetową, www.d15.us. Kliknąć na District
Information, a następnie kliknąć District Newsletter i wybrać przetłumaczony dokument.

