February 2018

What’s Up Winnebago?
Important News from Dr. Pokora
PARCC March 5-April 13 Grade 3-5
During PARCC testing, please make an effort to have your child arrive at
school on time. During this testing period, try to have your child well
rested and eat something before school. Also, 5th grade will take ISA, the
state science test.

New Parking Lot
With on-going construction, many of you have wondered why the new
parking lot has not been opened to the public. Due to weather concerns,
we were unable to complete portions of the sidewalk that would help
ensure student safety. I have asked all Winnebago staff to move over to
the new lot. This was done to free up parking spaces in our existing lot.
Because staff are no longer parked in the existing lot, there are ample
parking spaces for parents to park and walk with their child. When the
new lot is complete and is safe we will release information on how to
utilize the parking lot.
Please remember in the Winter, more people drive to drop off their
children. With more people driving, please give yourself more time to
ensure safe driving in and around Winnebago. The old drop off
procedures remain the same. Please drop your children off on the
right-hand (North) side of the parking lot. Please, have children exit out
the passenger's side doors. There are two reasons for dropping off on
the North side and exiting out the passengers side door, first students do
not have to cross any car traffic nor open a door into oncoming traffic.
And second, we have an uninterrupted path that leads directly to the
school.
The left-hand (South) side of the drive through lanes is for people exiting
the building. This lane of traffic should not stop, except when a crossing
guard is permitting students and parents to cross from the sidewalk to the
school. Please wait patiently or give yourself plenty of time so that you
are not in a rush.
Thank you,
Dr. Pokora
Principal

Reminder…
No School on February
19th in observance of

WWW.D15.US
On Facebook
@winnebagoelementaryschool
Twitter: @WinnebagoElem

WHAT’S HAPPENING?
Visit our Facebook page
or the school website
for more information.
9 - Spirit Day - Wear your Camo
12-16 - Share the Love
Food Drive
19 - NO SCHOOL President’s Day
20 - PTO Meeting
9 - Spirit Day
11 - Daylight Savings Spring Forward
26 - April 2 - NO SCHOOL Spring Break
April 3 - Classes resume

Notes from the Nurse:
All kindergarten and 2nd
grade students are required
to submit a completed
dental form by May 15, 2018.
Vision and hearing screening
were completed in January. If
you received a referral letter
in the mail please follow up
with the appropriate doctor
and return the completed
form. If you need any
assistance with this please
contact the health office.
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What’s Up Winnebago?

Valentines for Veterans Every year Winnebago students have an opportunity to show caring qualities by making valentines for
our veterans. Many classes participated this year. They wrote letters in thanks to our veterans and
created heart-shaped cards. All of our cards were delivered to the Bloomingdale Public Library where
they will be sent to the Hines Veteran's Hospital. We are proud of our students for thinking of others.

.

PBIS -

On January 26th, Winnebago students and teachers had a school-wide bingo game. This was a celebration
of the hard work that the students have been doing with demonstrating the Winnebago Way following our
refresher after winter break.
The pillar of caring is the focus for the month of January. A caring person is someone who is loving, helpful,
giving, and kind. Caring people always think of how their words and actions will affect other people. A caring
person lives by the Golden Rule, “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you.” Ways to show
caring include: treating people the way you would like to be treated, helping your friends and neighbors that
are in need, thanking people when they help you and letting your friends know how important their friendship
is to you.

Our annual Young Authors contest has begun!
A letter was sent home explaining all of the
guidelines. IF you did not receive one, it is
posted on our Facebook page and
on our school’s website.
Please have your children work on a writing
piece at home all the way through February.
All entries are due by March 1st.
We are so excited to see the creative work from
our students!
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Social Work Support - Jayna Zant, LCSW,
School Social Worker at Winnebago & Marquardt Middle School
As parents, aunts/uncles, grandparents, teachers, social workers and neighbors, we all want to know
how to better equip our kids to be successful people. Sean Covey wrote a book called The 7 Habits of
Happy Children which is modeled after Stephen Covey’s book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People.
For the next few newsletters, I will be highlighting a couple habits at a time and potential ways to find
teachable moments to guide these universal, timeless interpersonal skills.
HABIT 1: BE PROACTIVE
You are in charge! This means making choices and taking responsibility for your own choices and attitudes. I am my own person. I take initiative. I choose my actions, attitudes and moods. I don’t blame
others for my poor choices. I do the right thing, even if no one is looking. Even if I am having a bad day, I
can choose how I am going to handle it. A specific strategy is Red/Stop, Yellow/Think, Green Go instead
of being reactive to situations that arise.
Here is a fun song to listen to: https://youtu.be/Y8aEoK_jMuE
Book List:
Swimmy by Leo Lionni
Arthur’s Pet Business by Marc Brown
Franklin Says Sorry by Paulette Bourgeois

The Paperboy by Dav Pilkey
The Giver by Lois Lowry
HABIT 2: BEGINNING WITH THE END IN MIND
Have a Plan! I plan ahead and set goals. I do things that have meaning and make a difference. I am important part of my classroom and Winnebago. There are goals to follow the Winnebago Way, to complete and turn in homework, to do 3 star coloring, to pay attention, to say nice things to your
friends….and when we reach these goals we are good role models, get good grades, feel proud of ourselves, learn and have many friends. As a family, choose an area that needs improvement and identify the
specific steps that will lead to achieving the goal. Perhaps consider a mission statement for your family
that reflect what your family values, or creates happiness.

Be inspired by Kid President: https://youtu.be/l-gQLqv9f4o
Book List:
Nothing’s Fair in Fifth Grade by Barthe DeClements
Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. Seuss
Clean Your Room, Harvey Moon by Pat Cummings
Miss Bindergarten Stays Home from Kindergarten by Joseph Slate

