
  

January 8, 2019 

 

 

Dear Prospective Families:  

I am thrilled to update you on some exciting news about the future of MAP St. Louis. Last year, our 

high school steering committee analyzed feedback from parents, prospective parents from feeder 

schools, and students and conducted an extensive evaluation of different Montessori high schools 

across the country. The steering committee then provided our Board of Trustees with funding and 

programming recommendations that align with our mission, goals and needs.  

After assessing and exploring the many different funding and programming options, we are pleased 

to announce that the Board has secured both the components needed to move forward with a high 

school program. 

I am excited to report that our application for candidacy for the International Baccalaureate 

Diploma Program (IBDP) has been approved! The candidacy period will formally begin on March 

1, 2019. A consultant will be assigned to MAP to provide remote and on-site consultations, and IB 

will provide continued support throughout the candidate phase. The current time frame allows for 

our founding class (students currently in ninth grade) to have full access to the IBDP when they 

start their junior year (IBDP is a junior/senior program). The high school program will require 

additional staff, training, and enhancements to our space to ensure we meet authorization 

requirements.  

Furthermore, we are thrilled to announce that MAP St. Louis is partnering with the Academy of 

Thought and Industry (ATI) to make our dreams of developing a Montessori high school a 

reality. ATI is a network of Montessori high schools with a high-accountability, high-autonomy 

learning community focused on personal, academic, and professional excellence. ATI St. Louis will 

join ATI San Francisco, ATI Austin and ATI Manhattan.  

We have been working closely with team members from ATI over the past seven months to outline 

and develop a mutually beneficial partnership. ATI is eager to support our vision of creating a 

Montessori IBDP high school and hopes that it will serve as a model for other Montessori high 

schools around the world. This partnership provides the financial support necessary to ensure a 

successful development and launch of the high school program while also maintaining our 

incredible middle school. 



 Here are some of the changes that will take place over the next six months:  

• Prospective students applying for seventh or eighth grade can continue to use the MAP St. 

Louis paper application. If you would prefer to submit an electronic application, our new 

online application will be available via the ATI St. Louis website (we will also provide a link 

on the admissions page of the MAP St. Louis website). 

• I will begin to transition administrative elements to the future structure. This will have 

absolutely no effect on the day-to-day happenings in the classroom, but it should make your 

life easier in the future (e.g., ACH tuition payment, online forms, etc.).  

• We are already working with a team of program developers, operational experts, and a 

school open team to ensure a successful launch of the high school program.  

• Over the course of the next several months, we will begin interviewing, hiring and training 

key team members to guarantee we have enough staff in place to appropriately serve our 

students.  

• In June, MAP St. Louis will fully merge with ATI and officially join a network of Montessori 

middle schools and high schools across the country—providing our students and staff 

access to a robust network of resources. 

We will be hosting a series of information sessions over the next several months. The dates, times 

and locations for a couple of the information sessions are listed below, but please do not hesitate to 

contact me if you have any questions. This is an exciting time for our community as we continue to 

build something extraordinary for our students, the program, and the future of education in St. 

Louis. 

Respectfully, 

Sara Krenski 

Head of School  

 

 

ATI St. Louis Information Sessions 

 

Thursday, January 17 | 6:30 p.m. 

Villa di Maria Montessori School 

1280 Simmons Ave., St. Louis, MO 63122 

 

Saturday, March 9 | 10 a.m. 

The Montessori Training Center of St. Louis  

3854 Washington Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63108 

 

 


