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Learn 
Ephesians 2:19-22 - New International Version (NIV) 
19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the 
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in 
him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his 
Spirit. 

See also: John 17:20-26 

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through 
their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I 
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one — 23 I 
in them and you in me — so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world 
will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 

24 “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my 
glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 
world. 
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know 
that you have sent me. 26 I have made you known to them, and will continue to make 
you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself 
may be in them.” 

 
Main Idea 
God is still at work telling a story of hope and restoration for all of mankind and all of 
creation. As the Church, we are Plan A for how that story gets told. By being the Church 
we have a purpose, a mission. (“... rises to become a holy temple in the Lord…”) The 
temple is no longer a place that draws in the nations to worship God, but is a movement 
of people sent to the nations to be worshipers who bring light and hope to a dark and 
hopeless world. 
 
 
 
Think 

• In Ephesians 2:21, Paul refers to his audience as a “holy temple in the Lord.” In 
the context of this passage, Paul is speaking both to Jews and Gentiles. How 
might his use of temple imagery translate for both groups?  

• What is Paul trying to communicate to his audience in his use of temple imagery?  
• What was the role of the Jewish temple in their faith? Making a list of specific 

roles and responsibilities may be helpful. 



• Was Paul inviting the Church to see itself as bearing that same role, and as 
having those same responsibilities?  

• How can I understand God’s mission better by understanding the role of the 
temple?  

 
Discuss 

• As you think about the role of the temple, what advantages does the Church 
have in being a “living” temple in God’s mission in the world?  

• How do I better understand God’s mission through my life in light of Paul’s use of 
temple imagery?  

• How is your Connect group, family, and/or circle of friends doing at being a living 
temple?  

o How might we be better at engaging God’s mission in the world?  
o What specifically can I do to help us get better at engaging God’s mission 

in the world? 
 
Next Steps 
Being part of a living temple means being involved in the Church. The reality is 
that God invites everyone in, and He doesn’t leave people alone. Being involved 
can take on many different forms. It may be declaring publicly that you are part of 
God’s family by being baptized at the beach. It may be by joining a Connect 
group or reGROUP. It may be by participating in niceSERVE for the first (or 28th) 
time. It may be by being more intentional in your relationships at home, work, or 
school. Whatever it is, we encourage you to take the next step, and we are happy 
to help in any way we can.  


