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Learn
GALATIANS 5:22-23 (NIV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.

JOHN 21: 15-19 (NIV)
15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know 
that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you 
wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you 
do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, 
“Follow me!”

Main Idea
Unless we are perfect in our ability to follow Jesus, we all can relate in one way or another to the time when Peter 
was not faithful to the Lord. When Peter denied that he knew Jesus three times, his love for Jesus was obviously 
not what it should have been or what he really wanted it to be. He was unfaithful. This is what happens when, in 
difficult times, we try to depend on our own strength.

Obviously we need God’s help. And that is exactly what He is eager to provide us with. As we walk in the power of 
His Spirit, and remain close to Christ, He produces the character of faithfulness in us. It is the God-given ability 
to be loyal, courageous, and faithful to God. It also shows that we are utterly reliable and true to our word in our 
relationships and commitments.

In 2 Timothy 2:13 Paul says, “If we are faithless, He remains faithful. He cannot deny Himself.” That was good news 
for Peter. And it is good news for us as well! Just as he did with Peter, Jesus will lovingly invite us to move past our 
faithlessness and to move toward courage, loyalty, and reliability in our relationship with and service of God.

FAITHFULNESS
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Think...
1. Think of a time when it was hard to be faithful to God. What was going on and how did you respond? If you 

were unfaithful in some way, how did you feel afterward? If you demonstrated faithfulness, how did you feel 
afterward?

2. What do you think of the idea, “Faith can happen in a moment, but faithfulness is built over time”?
3. What does faithfulness look like in your various relationships—with God, your spouse, your family, your 

friends, your co-workers, your church, and community?

Discuss...
1. Why do we all love hero stories or movies? What is it about faithfulness that is so attractive? 
2. How does it help to know that when we are faithless, He remains faithful? In what ways does that draw you 

closer to God or impact your view of times of failure?
3. God is faithful toward us. One of the ways He shows this is to invite us to move toward Him and His will for our 

lives—just like Jesus did with Peter. How did Jesus invite Peter three times to demonstrate his love for Him? 
How can we similarly demonstrate faithfulness to and love for Jesus?

Next Steps
If faithfulness is truly built over time, what are some spiritual practices that you can regularly engage in that will 
help you grow in faithfulness? 

Are there areas where you feel that you’ve not been faithful to God? Perhaps it is time for you to have a fireside 
chat with Jesus; similar to the one He had with Peter.

As you thought about your relationships and responsibilities earlier in this study, are there any steps you could take 
to grow in faithfulness? Take those steps.


