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Learn
GALATIANS 5:22-23 (NIV)

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-
control. Against such things there is no law.

JOHN 15:1-8 (NIV)
1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every 
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I 
have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in 
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that 
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

LUKE 7:36-50
36 When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the 
table. 37 A woman in that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, so she came 
there with an alabaster jar of perfume. 38 As she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee who had 
invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind 
of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 40 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell you.” “Tell me, teacher,” 
he said. 41 “Two people owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave the debts of both. Now which of them will love him 
more?”43 Simon replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You have judged correctly,” Jesus said. 44 
Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give 
me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You did not give me a kiss, 
but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has 
poured perfume on my feet. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—as her great love has shown. But 
whoever has been forgiven little loves little.” 48 Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” 49 The other guests began 
to say among themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?” 50 Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go 
in peace.”

LOVE
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Main Idea
The love that is a characteristic of the fruit of the Spirit is the “agape” love of God— it is unconditional. This kind 
of love, God’s love, is not given because someone earns it or is intrinsically worthy of it. In the story from Luke 7, 
Simon the Pharisee was astounded that Jesus would allow this “sinful” adulterous woman to wash His feet with her 
tears. Simon wanted Jesus to stop and correct her. Instead, Jesus receives her worship and uses the opportunity to 
teach Simon about God. This woman’s outpouring of love for Jesus was directly tied to her understanding of all the 
wrong she has been done. She loved much because she was forgiven much. From her story we learn that we can 
only love as much as we’ve been loved.

Think...
1. How is the “agape” love of God different from man’s love? What does it look like? (See 1 Corinthians 13:4-7).
2. How does understanding how much you’ve been forgiven impact your love for God? 
3. What happens to our view of God when we minimize or deny our sin? 
4. What happens to our view of God when we see the extent of our sin and offense to a holy God?

Discuss...
1. We are called to a higher standard of love – God’s standard. How can we grow in a love that let’s us, “lay down 

our lives for our friends”, or to “love our enemies”, or to “forgive one another from the heart”?
2. Explain your reaction to the following statement: We can only love as much as we’ve been loved.

Next Steps
Fruit comes from staying connected to the vine. Do you have ideas on how you can get closer to Jesus and how you 
can learn to walk by His Spirit day by day? Choose one of those and seek to put it into practice this week. 

When is the last time you’ve thought about how much God has forgiven you? Take some time this week to explore 
that with God – use the time to grow in your love for Jesus as you realize how much He has forgiven you. 


