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Instructor: Marnie Ritchie 
Email: mmritchie@utexas.edu 
© Fall 2017 
 

Racializing Surveillance 
 

*Please note: 
This is a sample syllabus for an elective undergraduate course in Communication and Rhetorical 

Studies 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
Course Description 
This course considers how surveillance--as a fundamentally communicative practice--reifies race 
and racism, a practice dubbed by Simone Browne as “racializing surveillance.” “Racializing 
Surveillance” as a course teaches various lenses for critiquing surveillance culture including 
feminist surveillance studies, critical ethnic studies, and black studies, and it introduces students 
to a variety of communicative concepts related to race and surveillance including discipline and 
control, the state, capitalism, the body, media and technology, aesthetics, data, and privacy. 
Rather than write off surveillance, this course considers how surveillance both enables and 
constraints action. The course is organized into four units: conceptual beginnings, race and the 
body, media and technology, and rhetorical resistances. 
 
Course Objectives 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 

• Understand the foundational concepts of surveillance studies 
• Understand surveillance as an immersive practice that affects bodies 
• Analyze the intersections of race, surveillance, and communication 
• Cultivate “surveillance literacy” with which to critically evaluate every day and structural 

surveillance practices 
• Produce a well-researched podcast series about race and surveillance to educate a wider 

public 
 
Course Readings 

• Simone Browne, Dark Matters: On the Surveillance of Blackness (Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press, 2015) 

• Rachel E. Dubrofsky and Shoshana Amielle Magnet, Feminist Surveillance Studies 
(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2015) 

• Rachel Hall, The Transparent Traveler (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2015) 
• Additional readings will be posted on Canvas in pdf format 

 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Surveillance News Literacy (25 points) 
Surveillance is constantly changing, and so it can be difficult to keep one’s “surveillance 
literacy” fresh. As such, for this assignment, each student will be responsible for bringing in and 
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summarizing a recent news article pertaining to the theme of the day. News articles should have 
been published within the past six months of the class day and should be from trustworthy 
sources of journalism. The summary should be between 2-4 minutes in length and explain the 
relevance of the article to the course material. 
 
Participation (75 points) 
In order to earn participation points, you are expected not only to be present, but to contribute to 
class discussion on a regular basis. Full credit will be given for contributions that clearly 
demonstrate students are prepared for class. 
 
Midterm Exam (200 points) 
There will be a midterm exam that covers the first two units. There will be three short answer 
questions and one essay question. The exam will be assessed on the basis of language mechanics, 
creativity, clarity, integration of course readings, use of supporting (additional) evidence, and 
strength of thesis statements. 
  
Interfacing Surveillance (200 points) 
This assignment asks you to engage a surveillance technology you are skeptical about, and write 
a sensory auto-ethnography about your use. The purpose of the assignment is to make-legible the 
surveillance we normally take for granted in our everyday lives. You are not limited in your 
technology of choice, but some technologies you might consider include: a social media app or 
platform, selfies, video surveillance on campus and/or within the city, a fitness tracking device, a 
live stream, an online multiplayer video gaming system, etc. The ethnographies should be 3-4 
pages double-spaced in length. The assignment will be assessed on the basis of thick description, 
integration of two course concepts, and language mechanics. 
 
Final Project: Make Your Own Podcast Series (500 points) 
Working in pairs, you will create a three-episode podcast series about a special topic relating to 
race and surveillance. You will be tasked with justifying your topic of choice in a 1-page double-
spaced proposal. The topic should be relevant to surveillance and race, and I strongly encourage 
you to choose a topic with intersectional implications (meaning, the topic involves race and 
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, class, nationality, disability, and other identity categories 
that fall under the dangerous “etc.”). The purpose of the podcast is to educate a wider public 
about a topic they might not have time to research in depth. The podcasts will be posted on a 
communal class page. For this assignment, you will present your “takeaways” from your podcast 
discussion with your peers in a short class presentation. These podcasts should be exploratory in 
nature. A good structure is to pose one overarching question per podcast episode that you and 
your partner will explore. The assignment will be assessed on the basis of research quality, 
integration of one research article from the class, depth of discussion, adaptation to audience, and 
ability to work as a team. 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
Readings 
Readings should be completed on the day they are listed on the course schedule. As we will 
discuss in class, the goal of the readings should be to read generously: consider the movements, 
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arguments, and context. You are expected to contribute collective annotations online on the focal 
reading each class. 
 
Discussion of Graded Assignments 
I encourage you to discuss your work with me well in advance of due dates. Any grade appeals 
must occur no sooner than 24 hours after but no later than one week after receiving the 
evaluation. 
 
Attendance  
This course is heavily discussion based, so students are expected to attend each week. In order to 
be excused, you must provide documentation for absences. 
 
Academic Integrity 
University standards regulating academic integrity (e.g., cheating, plagiarism, etc.) are strictly 
enforced. You can read more about the policies here: 
http://deanofstudents.utexas.edu/sjs/acint_student.php. This course emphasizes proper citation 
and sourcing as ethical practices. If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, 
please ask me. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  
The ADA is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights 
protection for persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all 
students with disabilities be guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 
accommodation. The University of Texas at Austin offers support services for students with 
documented physical or psychological disabilities. Any students with a disability should visit 
with the instructor after requesting reasonable accommodations through the Service for Students 
with Disabilities: http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd/.   
 
GRADING 
 
Grades are determined based on the number of points earned out of a maximum of 1,000 points. 
This course does not award plus and minus grades. Final grades are calculated as follows: 
 

A 900-1,000 
B 800-899 
C 700-799 
D 600-699 
F 0-599 

 
CITATIONAL ETHICS 
 
*I am indebted to Dr. Lamiyah Bahrainwala and Dr. Simone Browne’s courses on race and 
surveillance for syllabus inspiration. The assignment about interfacing with a technology you are 
skeptical about is adapted from Dr. Jenny Rice. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 

Date Topic Readings Assignments 

Th  8/31 Introduction to the Course   

CONCEPTUAL BEGINNINGS 

T  9/5 
Introduction to Surveillance: 

The Middle Passage & 
Colonial State 

Simone Browne, Dark Matters, Chapter 
1 (“Notes on Surveillance Studies”); 
Andrea Smith, Feminist Surveillance 

Studies, Chapter 1 (“Not-Seeing”) 

 

Th  9/7 Panopticism Michel Foucault, Discipline & Punish, 
Chapter 3 (“Panopticism”)  

T  9/12 Discipline, Security, and 
Control 

Gilles Deleuze, “Postscript on Control 
Societies”  

Th  9/14 The State and the Police Joshua Reeves and Jeremy Packer, 
“Police Media”  

T  9/19 Capitalism and Interactivity Mark Andrejevic, iSpy, Chapter 8 
(“iMonitoring”)  

RACE AND THE BODY 

Th  9/21 Visibility Kelli D. Moore, Feminist Surveillance 
Studies, “Held in the Light,” Chapter 6  

T  9/26 Aesthetics Rachel Hall, The Transparent Traveler  

Th  9/28 Economies Sara Ahmed, “Affective Economies”  

T  10/5 Profiles Jasbir Puar, “‘The Turban is Not a Hat’”  

Th 10/7 Gender 

Rachel E. Dubrofsky and Shoshana 
Amielle Magnet, Feminist Surveillance 

Studies, Introduction 
Sayantani Dasgupta and Shamita Das 

Dasgupta, Feminist Surveillance Studies, 
Chapter 8 (“The Public Fetus and the 

Veiled Woman”) 

 

T 10/12 Dark Matters 
Simone Browne, Dark Matters, 

Introduction & Chapter 4 (“‘What Did 
TSA Find in Solange’s Fro’?” 

 

Th 10/14 Midterm  MIDTERM EXAM 

MEDIA AND TECHNOLOGY 

T  10/19 Affective Economics and 
Data 

Marc Andrejevic, “The Work that 
Affective Economics Does” 
Deep Lab, “Big Data Baby” 

 

Th  10/21 Biometrics Simone Browne, Dark Matters, Chapter 
3 (“B®anding Blackness”)   
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T  10/24 Drones Jessy Ohl, “Nothing to See or Fear”  

Th  10/26 Media and Self-Surveillance 
No Readings: 

In-Class Viewing of Black Mirror 
Season 3, Episode 1 “Nosedive” 

Podcast Topic 
Proposal Due 

T  10/31 Lateral Surveillance 
Joshua Reeves, Citizen Spies, 

Introduction & Chapter 3 
(“Neighborhood Watching”) 

 

Th  11/2 Acoustics Peter Szendy, All Ears, Chapter 1 
(“Discipline & Listen”)  

T  11/7 Workshop Day Podcast Skills 
“Interfacing 

Surveillance” 
Ethnography Due 

RHETORICAL RESISTANCES 

Th 11/9 Sousveillance Steve Mann, “Veillance and Reciprocal 
Transparency”  

T  11/14 Camouflage and Passing Torin Monahan, “The Right to Hide?”  

Th 11/16 Data Publicity and Privacy Shaka McGlotten, “Black Data”  

T  11/21 Deactivation Joshua Reeves, Citizen Spies, 
Conclusion (“Looking the Other Way”)  

Th  11/23 No Class: Break   

COURSE WRAP-UP 

T  11/28 Workshop Day   

Th 11/30 Podcast Presentations   

T 12/5 Podcast Presentations   

Th  12/7 Podcast Presentations  Final Podcasts Due 
Tuesday 12/12, 5 pm 

 


