Sunday 15th October 2017
Today’s Stewards: AM Paul Sadler PM Nigel Barker.

Abbey Diary
Sunday: After Hours ‐ 7.45‐9pm. Please speak to Iain or Krista for
more details.
Monday: Abbey Toddlers. At Abbey. 10am.
Thursday: Abbey Coffee Morning at Station House. 10.30 am.
Kickstart. 6pm.
Friday: Abbey kids, 11up, Reboot.

Welcome to Abbey Baptist Church!
Our morning service is led by Clive Bowsher, Simon Hutton will be preaching
from Genesis 18 ‐ God’s unfailing word.
There is a staffed crèche for children aged 0‐2.
Venturers for children aged 3‐10 takes place during the service.
Ignite! For years 6‐9, head out today for the duration of the sermon

Cleaning

to look at the Bible together.

Saturday ‐ John and Bethan Lipp; Iain Baker; Geoff and Beth Rolfe.
Our evening service is led by Simon who will also be continuing the series
to mark the 500th anniversary of the reformation ‐ Sola Gratia (Grace Alone).

Lord’s Supper
During the service this evening we will be celebrating the Lord’s supper
(communion). This is a time for those of us who have put our faith in God to
remember together Jesus' death as the means of our salvation from sin. In
conjunction with baptism and commitment to a local church fellowship it is
an important biblical response and expression of our love for the Lord.

GBM Annual Mission Day
GBM Annual Mission Day is on Sat 28th October. If you have never been
before, see the leaflet or GBM Herald magazine for details. It is a great
day out in London where you will learn a lot about world mission.
Main preacher: Matt Gamston. See Jim and Helen Sayers for details.

Tea and Coffee are served after each service.
There is a loop system installed and printed copies of the songs are available.


Our Connect Groups meet in local homes. All are welcome to join a group.
For more information please see Simon.



As we are in the process of becoming a new charity, members are being
asked to reaffirm their membership. Forms are available from Simon.
If you are currently not a member and would like to find out more about
membership, please see Simon. Copies of our new constitution and and
church handbook are now available.

11Up needs your cardboard tubes!
11Up are collecting cardboard tubes and other suitable recycling for building
a marble run later this term. Please save what you can and give it to one of
the leaders. Thank you!

www.abbeyonline.org.uk

/abbeybaptist

@abbeybaptist



There will be an All Age Service on Sunday morning on 5th November.



5th‐12th November is the Week of Prayer ‐ more details coming soon.

Genesis 18

God’s unfailing word

15/10/17 AM

Sola Gratia (Grace Alone)

15/10/17 PM

The Lord said to Abraham, ‘Why did Sarah laugh and say, “Will I really

The grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It

have a child, now that I am old?” Is anything too hard for the Lord?’ v13

teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live

Introduction: your unguarded reactions reveal what you really think
•

A ‘chuckle of incredulity’? (v12, 17v17)

•

Beware: inner attitude of knowing better and sceptical disbelief

self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait
for the blessed hope – the appearing of the glory of our great God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ… (Titus 2v11-14)
Introduction: Luther – October 31st 1517, Wittenberg Church, Germany….

God: ‘is anything too hard for the Lord?’ (v13)

What was happening in the 16th century church?

•

‘I am God Almighty!’ (17v1) ‘I will bless you...’ promised everlasting inheritance

What was at the heart of the 95 theses and the movement they sparked?

•

‘Sarah will bear you a son, you will call him Isaac’ (17v19)

•

Mary’s promised son: ‘…you are to call him Jesus!’ (Luke 1v30-38)

•

God knows how we really react to his promises and character

•

Two lessons: 1) Nothing is beyond God; 2) he will do what he has promised

Abraham: ‘do not pass your servant by’ (v3)

Salvation: only by grace – not by works
•

Two key theses: 32 & 36

•

A famous painting: Works/law vs. Grace

•

Eph 2v5-9; Rom 5v17; Gal 2v21; 2 Tim 1v9; Titus 2v11

•

Sacraments: messengers, not modes, of grace (information not implantation)

•

A visit from God (v1-2)

o

Baptism and Communion / Lord’s supper

•

Favour in God’s eyes (v3, 15v6) – also Mary (Luke 1v30)

o

Context: The Council of Trent

•

A desire to experience God – do not pass me by! (v3)

o

‘Untying the rope’ - Luther’s progress but confusion

•

Hosting God – a metaphor for our lives: ‘Christ in you’ (Colossians 1v27)

o

The reformation within the Reformation (Anabaptists)

o

Acts 10v47; 1 Peter 3v21

Sarah: ‘God has brought me laughter’ (21v6)
•

From: Laughing at God (v12-15)

Sanctification: Grace teaches us to live godly lives (Titus 2v11-14)

•

To: Laughing with God (21v6-7)

•

Flows from salvation – by grace alone

•

Transformed by grace (21v1)

•

‘The process of rehabilitation’

•

Isaac: the promised son who brings laughter  Jesus (Luke 6v21)

•

Acts 20v32; 2 Cor 12v9; 2 Tim 2v1

Conclusion: God’s message to Sarah and to Mary is the same to you – ‘my word will

Conclusion: A Stark(ey) reminder – this is not just history which shaped our culture,

not fail, I will fulfil my promises to you.’ The births of Isaac and Jesus show this

continent and country. It was a movement used by God to preserve his church. Do

emphatically. We need the grace of God to transform our natural scepticism into

you believe in the grace of God? Have you experienced it for salvation and ongoing

solid faith that God’s Son will bring us the everlasting happiness his word promises.

sanctification? ‘Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.’ (2 Peter 3v18)

