Sunday 10th December 2017
Today’s Stewards: AM Paul Sadler PM Lawrence Hutton.

Abbey Diary

Welcome to Abbey Baptist Church!

Sunday: Extra choir practice at 4:30pm, at Abbey.
After Hours ‐ 7.45‐9pm. Please speak to Iain or Krista for
more details.

Our morning service is led by Simon Hutton and Simon will be preaching
from Matthew 2:13‐23 ‐ Festive fulfilment.
Venturers for children aged 3‐10 takes place during the service.

Monday: Abbey Toddlers. At Abbey. 10am.

There is a staffed crèche for children aged 0‐2.

Wednesday: Whole Church Prayer 7.45pm at Abbey.
Thursday: Abbey Coffee morning – Christmas lunch. 10.30 am.
At Abbey. Please can anyone come along and help with the meal?
Especially washing up!
Kickstart Carol Service. 6pm. All welcome!
Christmas Choir Practice at 8pm at Abbey.

Ignite! For years 6‐9, head out today for the duration of the sermon
to look at the Bible together.
Our evening service is led by Clive Bowsher and Simon will be preaching
from 2 Corinthians 4:1‐15 ‐ Gospel light.
Tea and Coffee are served after each service.
There is a loop system installed and printed copies of the songs are available.

Friday: Abbey kids, 11up, Reboot.
Saturday: Venturers Christmas Party –11‐1pm at Abbey.



There is a Whole Church Prayer meeting this Wednesday evening.



We are planning to begin a new round of baptism classes next week ‐
please talk to Simon or Clive for more information or to register an interest.



Please could any remaining carol flyers be delivered early this week?



Help needed with providing and serving refreshments next Sunday AM
and PM please contact Simon.



Christmas services:
 17th AM Family Nativity Service, 10.30am
 17th PM Carols by Candlelight, 6pm
 24th AM ‐ normal AM service with Venturers
 24th PM ‐ no evening service
 Christmas Day ‐ Family Service 10.30am.

Cleaning
Saturday ‐ Peter and Karen Akrill; Graeme and Diana Stonell.

www.abbeyonline.org.uk

/abbeybaptist

@abbeybaptist

Matthew 2v13-23

Festive fulfilment
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And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet… (v15)
Introduction – does Christmas ‘do it’ for you? Are you satisfied, fulfilled?
Jesus came so that we could find true life - ultimate fulfilment in him (John 10v10)
The story of God’s people summarised in the last chapter of the nativity story:
Exile (v16-18)

2 Corinthians 4v1-15

Gospel light

God, who said, let light shine out of darkness’ made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the
face of Christ. (v6)
A personal passage revealing the true life of an apostle preaching gospel light
•

Which aspects are directly applicable to us? (v5)

•

Genocide by Herod of the infant boys – “weeping in Ramah” (v16-18)

What is ‘gospel light’? Experience/knowledge of:

•

OT context: the reality of exile and the promise of redemption (Jeremiah 31)

•

Christ Jesus as Lord (v5)

•

God loves his people with everlasting love (31v3) He will rescue them (31v7-9)

•

Christ Jesus as the glory of God (v4,6)

•

He will make a glorious new covenant with his people (31v31-34)

•

Future hope that informs present ‘exile’ and suffering (v15-17)

•

Jesus secures the new covenant and fulfils the promise (Hebrews 8v6-12)

Exodus (v13-15)
•

Infant Jesus goes into exile to be “called out of Egypt” like Israel (v13-15)

•

Like Moses, he is saved from despotic massacre (Exodus 1v22-2v10)

•

OT context: God’s people redeemed physically, idolatrous at heart (Hosea 11)

•

God’s unfailing love towards his people (11v1,4) despite our sin (11v2)

•

Jesus the faithful Israelite, God’s true ‘Son’, writes his laws on our hearts

•

The exodus fulfilled: from sin-slavery to the promised land

Expansion (v19-23)
•

Jesus the Nazarene – the branch that shoots from the stump (Isaiah 11v1, 53v2)

•

A vision of Kingdom expansion culminating in New Creation (Isaiah 60v19-61v1)

•

Despite our humble status (Nazareth), in Christ we are God’s glorious plantation

Summary/conclusion: As God’s people, we are called out of exile from darkness to
participate in God’s flourishing family. Jesus is our model and our mediator of the
new covenant – one that transforms our hearts and gives us eternal life and hope.
Finding our identity in him gives us deep fulfilment, at Christmas and forever.
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God shines his light into our hearts (v1-6)
•

We need God to open our eyes (v5)

•

Without his intervention, we are blinded/veiled to Christ’s glory (v4)

•

God does his work of New Creation in our hearts (v6)

We are weak but he is powerful (v7-12)
•

God houses his gospel treasure in ‘jays of clay’ (v7a)

•

The all-surpassing power of the gospel is from God, not us (v7b)

•

Even our sufferings work for God’s glory, and ours (v8-12) How?

Therefore, we need faith in him (v13-15)
•

We believe in Christ (and proclaim Christ) in ‘the spirit of faith’ (v13)

•

God raised Christ and will raise his people too (v14)

Conclusion: this is God’s grace (v15). The good news of Jesus Christ is shining ever
further and deeper as it reaches ‘more and more people’ (v15) who – like us –
‘overflow with thanksgiving’ – all to the glory of God.

