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Matthew 3v13-17

Foundations for a Kingdom life

13/5/18 AM

Psalm 2

Celebrating God’s rule

13/5/18 PM

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (v17)

Serve the LORD with fear and celebrate his rule with trembling. v11

Introduction

Introduction – a reminder of Psalms as wisdom: the right way to live

Context / setting the scene

•

The way of righteousness (Ps1) is live in true relationship with God as King (Ps2)

•

A pivotal episode, recorded in all four gospels

•

The life that is truly blessed (1v1, 2v12) joyfully embraces God’s loving rule

•

Jesus revealed as God’s Son the Messiah: Servant King (v17; Ps 2v7; Isa 42v1)

•

Psalm 2 is to be understood and applied at three levels:

Jesus’ baptism demonstrates three foundations for a Kingdom life:
The righteousness of God (v13-15)
•

Righteousness and justice: appropriate conduct in relationships

•

Faithfulness and obedience (v15)
o

•

Our righteousness in Christ (Romans 3v22; 2 Peter 1v1)

Righteousness is demonstrated in repentance (v14, 21v32)

The Spirit of God (v16)
•

Jesus’ visible empowerment by the Spirit (Isa 42v1)

•

We are baptised with the Spirit (3v11; Acts 2v38; 1 Cor 12v13)
o

The Spirit empowers us to live a Kingdom life (Ezek 36v25-27)

The love of God (v17)
•

A display of the Trinity – Father, Son, Spirit
o

We share in the love and fellowship of the Trinity

•

God’s love poured into our hearts (Romans 5v5)

•

The Kingdom life is a life of love – for God and for neighbour (22v36-40)

•

The Kingdom life is pleasing to God

Summary: Jesus calls us to be part of God’s kingdom and therefore to live according
to its principles. The Kingdom life is based on God’s own righteousness, his own Spirit
and his own love, all of which he gladly gives to those who seek him. They are the
platform for a Christ-like, God-pleasing life which is both faithful and fruitful.

Context – what is this Psalm’s message in its original setting?
•

King David and heirs: God’s ‘son’ and ‘anointed’ (89v20-29; 2 Samuel 7v14)

•

Nations rebelling against the rule of David and God (v1-3; 2 Samuel 10)

•

God’s perspective on rebellion (v4-6), and promise to David (v7-9)

•

An invitation to embrace wisdom and blessing by serving God (v10-12)

Christ – how is this Psalm fulfilled in Jesus?
•

Jesus is God’s son, his anointed/Messiah King (baptism - Matthew 3v13-17)

•

Resurrected, vindicated, enthroned (Acts 13v33; Romans 1v3-4; Hebrews 1v3-5)

•

The ‘nations’ and the ‘ends of the earth’ are his inheritance (and ours!)

•

He will remove opposition to his gracious rule (Revelation 2v27, 12v5, 19v5)

Contemporary – what are the implications of this Psalm’s message for us today?
•

Underlying rejection of God is rebellion against his right to rule (v1-3)

•

Be wary of spiritual intimidation by the prevailing attitudes in the world

•

Find liberty in service and appropriate respect for God/Jesus (v11)

•

‘Celebrate his rule’ (v11) – worship and proclamation

•

The simple choice reiterated: rebellion or refuge (v12) – saving faith in Jesus

Questions for further consideration:
1. To what extent is rebellion intended as such? Is it mitigated at all by ignorance?
2. Why is it vital to remember God’s grace as you read this Psalm?
3. In reality, how do our lives demonstrate the blessing of service/obedience?
4. How will you apply Psalm 1v2 to this message in your personal meditations?

