
 

VUWSA’s Safe Space Process  
 
VUWSA takes safety seriously. 

 
Here are the steps we take to ensure our guests, staff and executive are safe during and after our 
events: 

 

 We train volunteers, staff and executive on ensuring safety. We organise these workshops at 
the beginning of the year for event staff and executive: Psychological First Aid Training; First 
Aid Training; Dealing with Disclosures; Suicide Prevention Workshop. 

 At concerts and larger events we provide a Safe Space room or area where VUWSA staff and 
executive are available to support guests who haven’t felt safe to those who need a space to 
time out, have someone to talk with (at larger events VUW Student Health counsellors are 
also available), to even have a glass of water. At smaller events we have executive/staff 
available to support guests if needed.  

 We work with events and venues to ensure safety before our events.  
 We outline Safe Space Guidelines and Safe Space Processes on our event pages and on our 

website. 
 We use online ticketing organisations with high safety standards, and those who purchase 

tickets through these online organisations confirm their purchase by agreeing with their 

event terms and conditions, including safety. 

 At concerts and larger events we ensure that events have security in place throughout and 

around the event venue. 

 Where alcohol is involved, we ensure that all guests must provide evidence of their age in 

the form of legitimate photo identification: driver’s license or passport.  

Additional information about available Wellington support services is on the next page.  

 

  



 

Support Services  
 
VUWSA recognises there are many reasons why you might want to access 
support in relation to the topic of sexual violence. These include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

 You might identify as victim/survivor of sexual violence or be unsure.  
 You think someone you know is in an unsafe situation. 
 You believe you have engaged in sexually harmful behaviours towards other people. 
 You have witnessed sexual violence or other abuse. 
 You are a support person for someone who is a victim/survivor of sexual violence, or 

someone who is seeking support in stopping their harmful behaviours. 

 
Support Services in Wellington 
 
Hutt Rape Counselling Network 
 
HRCN is in Waterloo, Lower Hutt and provides free support and counselling to women, men, and 
children who have experienced rape and sexual abuse. They are available as an advocacy service for 
victims/survivors dealing with agencies such as WINZ, CYFS and Housing New Zealand. They can 
support victims/survivors who wish to go to the police, with the process of reporting and the court 
system, and assistance with medical examinations, and their crisis phone line operates 24 hours. 
 
Phone crisis line - (026) 363-942; office - (04) 566-5517 
 
Email irene@hrcn.co.nz 
www.upperhuttcommunity.net/hrcn  
 
Male Survivors of Sexual Abuse Trust 
 
MSSAT provides specialist support, including one-on-one and group counselling, for male survivors 
of sexual abuse. 
 
Phone 022 419 3416 
 
Email enquiries@mssatwgtn.org.nz  
 
www.betterblokes.org.nz  

 
Wellington Rape Crisis 
 
Wellington Rape Crisis provides support for self-identified women, gender minorities and sex 
minorities who have been victims/survivors of sexual abuse, and their friends and whānau. This 
support is available over the phone, by email, and in person to survivors of rape and sexual abuse, 
their families, friends and whānau and no appointments are necessary. They also have fully qualified 
counsellors, psychotherapists and psychologists to provide therapy. 
 
Phone (04) 801 8970 (office) or (04) 801 8973 (support) 
 
Email office@wellingtonrapecrisis.org.nz  
 
www.wellingtonrapecrisis.org.nz  
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WellSTOP 
 
WellStop provides professional specialist treatment services to adults who have engaged in harmful 
sexual behaviour and children with concerning sexual behaviours. 
 
Phone 04 566 4745 
 
Email c.burns@wellstop.org.nz  
 
www.wellstop.org.nz 

 
New Zealand Prostitutes' Collective (NZPC) 
 
NZPC provides is a national organisation that provides support and advocacy to workers in the sex 
industry. The Wellington office has a free sexual health check-up service for sex workers, as well as 
condoms and lube on site. They operate as a drop-in centre for anyone needing support, advice or a 
safe space, and their services are available to people of all genders. PUMP (Pride and Unity for Male 
Prostitutes) is the male sex worker project for NZPC and provides support specific to men in the 
industry. 
 
Phone 04 382 8791 
 
Email info@nzpc.org.nz 
 
www.nzpc.org.nz  

 
Awhina Wahine 
 
Awhina Wahine is Māori organization in Tawa, providing counselling and support for Maori women, 
children and their whanau affected by rape, incest, sexual abuse and related violence including 
domestic violence, alcohol and drug issues, suicide, and relationship issues. The service is kaupapa 
Māori and prioritises Māori but may be accessed by non-Māori who feel it is the most appropriate 
service to meet their needs. They provide a mobile counselling service so counsellors can meet you 
in your home if you prefer. 
 
Phone 04 232 9817 
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