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{       }                 
Sara Talebi, Jennifer Kline, 

Rebecca Bell Sorensen, Landyn 
Hutchinson, and Anna Lyon 

at Crave’s new downtown 
Minneapolis rooftop.  

For a behind-the-scenes  
look at our cover shoot,  
go to page 13 for details.

 FURNITURE COURTESY OF ROOM & BOARD

SURE, THERE’S A BENTLEY IN THE GARAGE AND ACRES  
OF PRADA IN THE CLOSET, BUT THESE TWIN CITIES  

HOUSEWIVES BRING A DIFFERENT GAME AS WELL.

HousewivesOur
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JENNIFER REBECCA
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{ LANDYN’S FORMULA }

•  In her new BMW con-
vertible with the kids

•  Cooking  with her 
daughter

ELL FIVE  
FABULOUS 
WOMEN of the 
Twin Cities they’re 
our picks for 
Real Housewives  
(should Bravo ever 

ask), and they are ready and 
willing to shuffle business 
meetings, charity golf tourna-
ments, Junior League events, 
and tennis matches to make it 
to a photo shoot—in five-inch 
Louboutins, no less.

Ask the same five how they 
feel about the word “house-
wife,” and they cringe.

“Housewife sounds so 
matronly,” says Anna Lyon,  
a sales executive and  
mother of a 6-year-old.  
“But you can respect it,  
from the standpoint that  
we all do so much.” 

“I like engineer of the 
house,” says Sara Talebi, wife 
of Crave co-founder and 
CEO Kam Talebi. Though 
she doesn’t currently have a 
title at the restaurants, Talebi 
has wielded a lot of influence 
behind the scenes, from décor 
to community outreach to 
location scouting. But that’s 
secondary to her kids’ soc-
cer games and their Kumon 
enrichment lessons. 

There are no minivans 
or yoga pants here. Talebi 
looks more like Eva Longoria 
playing a housewife than an 
actual housewife. Straight 
from after-school activi-

ties, she is dressed to kill in 
a gold-laced Chanel sweater 
and pants and Gucci stilettos 
for 6 pm drinks and nibbles at 
the Wayzata home of Landyn 
Hutchinson, wife of Vikings 
guard Steve Hutchinson. It’s 
the first time they’ve met, and 
already they’re gabbing like 
old friends.

Hutchinson, the blond  
and beaming hostess, has 
a more upbeat take on the 
“housewife” label.

“I feel proud of being a 
housewife,” says Hutchinson, 
mother of two, ages 6 and 4. 
“It’s a huge job. We’re raising 
human beings. I love that.” 

Hutchinson actually uses 
her state-of-the-art craft room. 
She gardens, makes dinners 
from scratch, and stands by 
her man in a one-shoulder 
sequined football jer-
sey. She comes by her 
domestic skills honestly: 
Hutchinson describes 
her own mom as the 
type who would place 
sprinkles on cookies with 
tweezers for precision. 
The difference, in this 
age of reality TV stars 
such as Bethenny Frankel 
becoming multimillion-
dollar corporations: 
Hutchinson aspires to take 
her homemaking beyond 
the home. She’s hired a firm 
to help her with branding 
and has a lifestyle blog in 
the works. “I want to make 

Martha Stewart proud,” she 
says, revealing that nearly half 
the objects in her new award-
winning Denali custom home 
were purchased at budget-
friendly HomeGoods. She 
brags about shopping at H&M.

“I make cheap stuff look 
good,” Hutchinson says.

“Keep her away from my 
husband,” quips Edina house-
wife Rebecca Bell Sorensen.

> OF COURSE, THE BIG 
wink-wink of Bravo’s wildly 
successful Real Housewives 
franchise is that none of the 
botoxed, bronzed, and buffed 
women featured, from Beverly 
Hills to New York City, are liv-
ing remotely like housewives. 
“Sociology of the rich,” is how 
Real Housewives mastermind 
Andy Cohen, the network’s 

executive vice president of 
original programming and 
development, described it 
recently on Late Show with 
David Letterman.

The series started by 
chronicling the lives of a 
group of neighbors living 
behind gates in the exclusive 
Coto de Caza community of 
Orange County. “When you 
really look at these women’s 
lives,” Cohen told Letterman, 
“a modern-day Peyton Place 
was going on there—only the 
hair was quite a bit blonder 
and the boobs quite a bit 
larger.”

Now in six cities, each  
with a distinct personality, 
the Real Housewives fran-
chise seems quite durable. 
The show has several 
constants—the teams of nan-
nies, chauffeured cars, and 
designer clothes. Generally 
the husbands are good pro-
viders (perhaps too good—at 
least three Housewives stars 
have declared bankruptcy). 
Nearly as often, the women 
have careers, although 
they don’t get much air 
time unless it’s a new line 
of handbags or liquor—
opportunities that often 
evolve from the fame the 
show creates. On camera, the 
housewives attend fashion 
shows, record their own pop 
songs, or embark on glam-
orous vacations that never 
seem to interfere with work 
or a child’s piano recital. All 
of this provides an enviable 
backdrop to the constant 
bickering, backstabbing, and 
hair extension pulling that 
boosts ratings and makes 

mockeries of the 
housewives even as 
they cash in. 

“We love to 
watch rich people 
making idiots of 
themselves,” says 
Star Tribune media 
critic Neal Justin. 
“We’d like to think 

if we were in their position, 
we’d handle it so much bet-
ter. So we make fun of them, 
we think it’s silly, and then 
we treat them like movie 
stars because they’re on TV.”

One unapologetic viewer, 
Minneapolis marketing  
executive/mom Lynn 
Barnhart, equates watch-
ing Real Housewives to 
eating frosting out of a 
can—“indulgent, selfish, and 
maybe a bit of regret,” but 
undeniably delicious.

And so, as Bravo continues 
to spread its magic in posh 
enclaves around the country, 
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“There’s a depth 
and character here that is not frivo-
lous. When we say we’re going to 
show up, we show up. That’s not a 
given in more transient cities.” 
                            — TANI AUSTIN

“We’ve definitely 
got the wealth and luxury,  
but here it’s a more wholesome  
version.”      —JON CHARLES Don’t hate her for being prom queen. Landyn Hutchinson is just 

that girl: She was senior class president. Hosted a radio show in high school. Skinny. 
Pretty. And nice. She’s been with husband Steve since he asked her to the eighth 
grade dance, and still they’re gaga for each other. “I could just crawl up and live inside 
of him,” she gushes. He helps her with the dishes every night so they have more time 

to spend together. They dated long distance while he attended Michigan and she studied at Florida 
Atlantic University. She worked as a registered nurse until they had kids. “I feel guilty not working,” 
she says now. “But I’m in a position where I can be home with the kids, and I love it.” She also loves 
Minnesota, which caught the Fort Lauderdale native by surprise. “My impression of Minnesota was 
bad hair, sweatshirts, and casseroles,” she says. That was five years ago, when her husband got trad-
ed to the Vikings from the Seattle Seahawks. But now, she says, “We love the seasons. We’ve met 
so many wonderful people, and so many doors have opened for me. We will never leave Minnesota.”
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Blogging +  
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Household 
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AGE • 34

HUSBAND • 
Steve Hutchinson,  

Minnesota Vikings guard 

KIDS • Lily, 6; Luke, 4

NEIGHBORHOOD 
• Wayzata

CAREER • Former nurse, 
aspiring lifestyle expert

VOLUNTEERING • 
Starkey Hearing Foundation, 

Champions for Children’s 
Hearts (benefiting Univer-

sity of Michigan’s C.S. Mott 
Children’s Hospital)

VACATION HOME • 
Florida Keys

DATE NIGHT • Gianni’s 
Steakhouse, Wayzata

SHOPPING • Hot Mama, 
Bluebird Boutique, Primp. 
“Steve’s the big spender—

lucky for me.”

SUMMER TOY • 42-foot 
RV. “We love camping.”

MOST ASKED NFL 
QUESTION • “Have you 

met Kendra?” Answer: No, she 
has not met the former Hugh 

Hefner girlfriend and E! star 
who is now married to Vikings 

wide receiver Hank Baskett. 
But she was invited last winter 

to their son Hank Jr.’s Mall of 
America birthday party, which 

was canceled due to a blizzard. 

THE ATHLETE’S 
WIFE:

LANDYN 
HUTCHINSON

T
we couldn’t help but wonder: 
Might there ever be a Real 
Housewives of the Twin Cities? 

Bravo’s senior vice president 
of production, Shari Levine, 
laughed politely. “It hasn’t been 
on our radar screen before.” 

And that’s exactly what the 
country club denizens with 
Birkin bags, Bentleys, and 
50-foot boats enjoy about liv-
ing large in the Twin Cities.

> IT’S NOT HARD TO  
pinpoint the sort of Twin 
Cities women who would 
impress casting directors. 
Their husbands are success-
ful businessmen, entrepre-
neurs, or athletes. They don’t 
just volunteer—they chair 
the major fundraising events. 
Their houses—in Kenwood 
or Edina, Wayzata or Eden 
Prairie—have been featured 
in magazines or on home 
tours. They maintain second 
homes in more exotic locales. 
They travel frequently. They 
are on a first-name basis with 
personal shoppers at Neiman 
Marcus and Nordstrom. They 
get their hair done at the 
salon every week. They are 
civic minded, from support-
ing cultural institutions to 
eating at the newest restau-
rants. If they work, it’s at a 
level that affords them the 
flexibility to be home when 
the kids return from school 
or do Pilates at 10 am on  
a Friday. 

Ask around, and some 
of the same names surface 
again and again. Strong 
women. Confident women. 
Fun women. Incredibly busy 
women. Women who give 
back but are unapologetic 
about their station in life. It 
wasn’t chance that got them 
here. It was smart planning.

Rebecca Bell Sorensen is 
the daughter of the former  
mayor of Gloucester, 
Massachusetts, America’s 
original seaport, which for 
generations has attracted 

SNAP IT

+ Contest: Think 
You’re the Real Deal?
Tap your inner housewife and  
send us a video or photo that best 
reflects your domestic goddess 
persona. You could win more than 
$5,000 in fabulous swag and have 
a chance to appear in Mpls.St.Paul 
Magazine. 

+  Enter to win by July 18:
Go to get.neoreader.com on your smartphone for the free app, 
then snap this tag, or log on to mspmag.com/housewives. •  Designing clothes  

in her craft room
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notables including the 
Kennedys, T.S. Eliot, George 
Clooney (who has returned 
since filming The Perfect 
Storm there), and Whoopi 
Goldberg, who tends bar when 
in town. Sorensen will anima-
tedly recount all of this within 
an hour of meeting you. She 
adores her adopted hometown 
of Edina but will forever feel 
like “queen of the transplants.”

Sorensen came of age 
in the heyday of Sex and 
the City. She was living on 
Manhattan’s Upper West Side, 
working in public relations, 
when she found her own Mr. 
Big—dubbed “cool apartment 
guy” by her girlfriends. Mark 
Sorensen of Chicago was a 
businessman on the fast track, 
and within a year they were 
married, she was pregnant, and 
he had tantalizing job offers in 
London and Minneapolis. In  
the Twin Cities, Sorensen 
recalls that Cargill went out  
of its way to sell her as well as 
her husband on the move.

“I had the most amazing 
weekend in Minneapolis—
driving through Kenwood, 
visiting Birchbark Books, 
dinner at Lucia’s, seeing 
the Walker renovation,” 
Sorensen says. “I’m a real 
culture girl, and everyone  
I talked to in New York  
told me about the Guthrie, 
the Minneapolis Institute  
of Arts, and Minnesota 
Public Radio.”

Plus, with twins on the way, 
living a two-and-a-half-hour 
flight from family in Boston 
was more appealing than 
going overseas. 

They lived a year at the 
Calhoun Beach Club before 
settling in Edina’s Morningside 
neighborhood. There, Sorensen 
broke into Twin Cities social 
circles with the gusto of a little 
girl given carte blanche at the 
American Girl store. 

“I felt like people were look-
ing for a ringleader and wanted 
to be more social,” Sorensen 

says. “At first, everyone would 
extend the invitations, but no 
one would follow through. 
Instead of being bitter, I decided 
to create my own thing.” 

She picked up other moms 
at Linden Hills Park and 
MacPhail Center for Music 
and became famous for host-
ing lavish play dates—some-
times with entertainment, 
occasionally with cocktails, 
and usually with help on 
hand so the mothers could 
gab. She joined Interlachen 
Country Club and took 
classes through Edina Early 
Childhood Family Education. 
She threw adult parties, 
too—always with a theme, 
catering, and an abundance 
of fresh flowers. She volun-
teered at the MIA.

“People can be really 
reserved about getting 
involved in things—museums 
have the problem especially,” 
Sorensen says. “And I love to 
be Julie Cruise Director.”

She’s had her work cut  
out for her.

“It takes a long time for 
people to accept you in the 
Twin Cities,” says Tani Austin, 
the globetrotting philan-
thropist and founder of the 
Starkey Hearing Foundation 
Awards Gala, who has enter-
tained former U.S. presidents 
and film stars at her Eden 
Prairie home. “Everyone 
knows each other here. They 
just don’t give that easily.  
Your actions have to match 
your words.” 

Jennifer Kline, who has 
traveled in elite circles for years 
as a model, pageant queen, TV 
personality, and wife of auto 
dealership mogul Rick Kline, 
acknowledges that Minnesota 
Nice can feel more like 
Minnesota Ice.

Then again, it could just be 
the wind chill.

“When you’re worried about 
your car starting and your hands 
freezing, it instinctively builds 
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Her play dates are legendary. Rebecca Bell Sorensen has organized 
backyard sports camps with local college kids as coaches. She’s brought in popular 
music teachers from MacPhail to entertain neighborhood kids. “I can’t resist,” says 
Sorensen, who is the go-to mom for all things kid related, from the must-have stroller 
(UPPAbaby) to kiddie bands (Koo Koo Kanga Roo) to the chic diaper bag (Storksak). 

She even has a blog in development. “We’re all in this crazy adventure of raising children together, so 
why not celebrate it? The last thing you want to do as a mother—especially a transplant mother—is 
isolate yourself,” says Sorensen, who was eight months pregnant with twins when her husband got 
a job in the Twin Cities. An East Coast native, she’s here to stay. “My husband feels like a born-again 
Lutheran,” Sorensen says. “I’m always amazed at how this feels like the center of the universe. I’ll 
bump into people from my past in New York at Linden Hills Co-op.” Whether it’s getting people her 
age involved at museums, supporting the planting of an organic garden at Edina Highlands Elemen-
tary School, or brunch at Zumbro Cafe, her motto is consistent: “Circulate, don’t hibernate!”

AGE • 38

HUSBAND • 
Mark Sorensen, managing 

director at CarVal Investors 

KIDS • Twins Annabell 
and Luke, 6; Maggie, 1

NEIGHBORHOOD 
• Morningside, Edina

CAREER • Freelance 
public relations for 

Krista Tippett on Being from 
American Public Media

VOLUNTEERING • 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, 
Edina Morningside Woman’s 

Club, Admission Possible

COUNTRY CLUB 
• Interlachen

SUMMER HOME • 
Gloucester, Massachusetts

SHOPPING • 
50th & France—Bumber-

shute, Grethen House, 
Ladyslipper. “I’m a localista.”

FAMILY HANGOUTS 
• Linden Hills Park and 

Turtle Bread Co.

BEAUTY MUST • Blow-
outs at Spalon Montage

• FAVORITE EVENT 
Bella Naughty,  

MIA’s masquerade ball

THE  
CONNECTOR:

REBECCA 
BELL 

SORENSEN

20%
10%

20%
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45%

Socializing
Fitness

Family

Work
Volunteering{ REBECCA’S FORMULA }

AGE • 41

HUSBAND • Kam Talebi, 
Crave founder and CEO 

KIDS • Kiana, 11; Evan, 8

NEIGHBORHOOD 
• Bearpath, Eden Prairie

CAREER • Interior design, 
behind the scenes at Crave

SPORT • Tennis at Life 
Time Fitness, Eden Prairie

SHOPPING • Neiman 
Marcus, Nordstrom,  
net-a-porter.com

SUMMER TRAVEL • 
Europe with the family

BEAUTY MUST • 
Massage at reVamp!  
salonspa

FAMILY HANGOUT 
• Theater room at home

FAVORITE EVENT • 
Glamorama 

RESTAURANT PERK  
• “If I ask the Crave chefs 
to make me two pounds 
of sautéed onions, they 
definitely do it.” 

THE GODDESS:

SARA 
TALEBI

She throws open the mammoth doors of her Mediterranean- 
style Eden Prairie home in a gold-studded Alexander McQueen mini-dress and sparkly 
Louboutins on a Monday at 1 pm, and for a moment, you’re certain you’ve mistaken 
Bearpath for Wisteria Lane. As if on cue, a refrigerator repairman appears at the door. 
Kam Talebi pokes his head in for a goodbye kiss, and Sara Talebi frets over the bad 

back that uncharacteristically kept her workaholic husband home that morning. The two met in 
Washington, D.C.—she was working for a design firm, he was CFO of a company. “I knew he had the 
potential to run his own business. I convinced him,” says Talebi, who is Iranian but grew up in Turkey 
and learned to speak English while living in London after grad school. The couple moved to Min-
nesota, where Kam grew up, 11 years ago. Talebi is tight with her in-laws, who live just up the street 
and love spending time with the grandkids, allowing her and Kam to escape for the occasional 
weekend in Miami or Las Vegas. “I’m a very out person, but I don’t get bored here at all,” Talebi 
says. “I love Minnesota, because I’m a mom.”

10%

50%
15%

15%

10%

Family
Volunteer

Excercise  
+ tennis

Household  
management

Work
{ SARA’S FORMULA }

•  Behind the scenes  
at Sopranos 

•  Cooking with the  
kids at home

•  Cheering on her son 
at Life Time Fitness

•  Boot camp  workout 
with friends

•  Lunch meeting  
with MIA staff

•   Catered backyard 
play date (  “I seriously try to treat ALL of these  

as 100% and am a crazy multitasker,  
with family obviously being the No. 1.” (

Continued on page 54
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SNAP IT

+ Happy Hour with 
the Housewives!
Style editor Allison Kaplan meets 
and mingles with our five house-
wives for a little dish on the local 
social scene. Watch the video now: 
Go to get.neoreader.com on your 
smartphone for the free app, then 
snap this tag.

WITH THE HOUSEWIVES
    What happens when five dynamic women get together for the first time.

An Evening  

Only a couple of the women had met previously. They come from different circles  
in different neighborhoods; their children attend different schools.  

But within moments of meeting at Landyn Hutchinson’s Wayzata home,  
they were gabbing like schoolgirls. Here’s a sampling: 

School drop-off. 
“I’m dressed up all the time,” said 
Anna Lyon, a Breck mom. “You 
have to be transitional.” “You’re 
one of those,” jibed Jennifer Kline, 
a Blake mom. “I’m usually in 
pajama bottoms.”

Botox. “I’m all about injec-
tions,” said Kline. “I can’t imag-
ine anyone over 40 on TV who 
isn’t.” Landyn Hutchinson is 34, 
but she’s open to the possibility. 
“You’ve got to get out ahead of 
it,” she noted.

Birkin bags. 
“That one’s mine!” Sara Talebi 
called out as Kline rummaged 
through the wrong black 
Hermès Birkin bag (prices start 
around $9,000). “I hope mine 
did not fall off a Hermès truck, 
because Sara’s leather was su-
premely soft and mine seems 
a bit stiff,” Kline joked. Fashion  
soulmates? The two showed 
up at our cover shoot with 
the same Christian Louboutin 
platform heels.

Plastic surgery.  
A “mommy job” is your basic 
tuck, lift, and suck. “A business 
man in first class warned me 
not to do it,” Rebecca Bell So-
rensen dished. “His wife ran off 
with the plastic surgeon!” 

Fashion pressure. 
“I brought a change of clothes,” 
Kline said, “in case anyone was in a 
color that clashed with my outfit.”

Groceries. “Am I the 
only one who lays awake at 
night worrying that there’s 
enough protein in the house?” 
asked Lyon. Dinners are 
delivered to her household 
weekly by a professional chef. 
Vegetables come from a com-
munity supported agriculture 
farm. Sorensen’s family 
shares a cow with neighbors. 
She gets cuts straight from 
the farm. Numbers were 
exchanged.
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something inside you, and you 
start to care about others,” 
Austin theorizes. “There’s a 
depth and character here that 
is not frivolous. When we say 
we’re going to show up, we 
show up. That’s not a given 
in more transient cities. Nice 
weather doesn’t build that.”

> WHEN ANNA LYON  
joined the Junior League of 
Minneapolis more than a 
decade ago in her early 20s, 
she was looking for a way to 
be involved in the commu-
nity. “Structured volunteer-
ing,” she calls it. 

“At the time, I was one 
of the younger members,” 
Lyon says. “Now it’s the exact 
opposite.” The former Junior 
League president says the 
organization’s new members 
are joining right out of college 
or graduate school. 

“A generation ago, it was 
something to do while the 
kids were in school,” Lyon 
says. “Now we have incom-

ing classes of 150-plus. 
Corporate professionals, 
single or newly married, and 
incredibly ambitious. They 
want to use volunteering as a 
way to network.”

In the Twin Cities, 
volunteering is the road to 
high society. “It’s a good 
stepping stone from within 
the walls of some larger 
corporations,” says Barbara 
Burwell, Minnesota’s only 
Miss USA and wife of busi-
ness tycoon Rodney Burwell. 
The Burwells have business 
interests in Colorado and a 
private plane to commute 
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I’m contractually obligated to have good nails,” Jennifer Kline dead-
pans, using those perfect pink pointers to count the members of her “village”—the hair stylist 
(Nicole at Twiggs), the spray tan (Jill at Lifespa Eden Prairie), the chiropractor (Andrew Longquist). 
A former makeup artist, she has that piece covered. Capable of gushing for 60 minutes straight 
about a necklace or night cream without a hint of irony, Kline looks too polished to be so self-

deprecating. But then, looks can be deceiving. She’s packed a lot of living in without a wrinkle to show 
for it: modeling, infomercials, a year as Mrs. Minnesota, jet-setting with the rich and famous, a decade 
as a stay-at-home mom, and—since being offered a full-time host position this spring at ShopNBC—
transitioning into working-mom mode. “Every woman has different goals and aspirations—mine never 
involved a country club,” she says. Married at 20, Kline spent the first several years commuting to New 
York and Los Angeles for work before settling into life as a Wayzata mom. “I fell under a suburban spell 
for a while, and my life started to unravel a bit. I began to pare down my friendships, my invites . . . and 
re-evaluate my true sense of purpose,” Kline says. “Now my life is hyperfocused on my children and my 
career. I do think you can have it all—but not all at the same time.”

40%

1%

35%

15%

5%

4%

Family

Household 
management

Exercise

Spiritual

Work

Volunteering

AGE • 45

HUSBAND • Rick Kline, 
Kline Auto World (married  
25 years but currently 
separated)

KIDS • Conner, 17; Logan, 14

NEIGHBORHOOD 
• Wayzata

CAREER •ShopNBC host

VOLUNTEERING • 
Baby’s Space, Children’s  
Cancer Research Fund, Feed 
My Starving Children, Smile 
Network International, 
Cause for Paws

COUNTRY CLUB 
• Woodhill (switching to 
Wayzata)

YOGA GURU • 
Amber at Good Life Yoga, 
Deephaven

SHOPPING • 
Bluebird Boutique, Lady-
slipper, Monique Lhuillier

SUMMER TRAVEL 
• Europe, aunt’s cabin in 
Cold Spring

{ JENNIFER’S FORMULA }

•  Looking through the 
merch at ShopNBC

•  Shooting hoops with 
her sons at Target Center

THE TV  
PERSONALITY:

JENNIFER 
KLINE

“It takes a 
long time for 
people to accept you in the 
Twin Cities. . . . Everyone 
knows each other here.”

  —TANI AUSTIN

•  Hosting a fundraiser 
for Baby’s Space
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Range Rover |  The luxury kid-mobile—black, of 
course. Three out of the five housewives drive them.  
jaguarlandroverminneapolis.com

Lucia’s  |  The Uptown stalwart for urban sophisticates 
who appreciate fresh ingredients and an unobstructed 

view of other powerhouse diners. Ideal for social  
engagements or working lunches—to plan the next 

charity gala. lucias.com 

La Belle Vie  |  The place for drinks  
after a Junior League meeting or before a night  

on the town. labellevie.us

Life Time Fitness  |  Tennis is the sport, and Eden 
Prairie is where the best play. lifetimefitness.com

Blooma  |  Where the mommies go to get centered.  
Offering prenatal and postnatal yoga. blooma.com

Steele Fitness  |  Responsible for some of the  
firmest bums in town, these personal  

trainers make house calls. steelefitness.com

Mill City  |  Housewives cook organic and shop local, so 
this is the place to be seen on a Saturday morning.  

millcityfarmersmarket.org 

YWCA of Minneapolis  |  The all-women board  
is a who’s who of powerful professionals.  

The fundraising luncheons are popular tickets.  
ywca-minneapolis.org

Foxy Falafel  |  Her chickpeas are legendary.  
Erica Strait delivers organic goodness to the  

swankiest parties and play dates. foxyfalafel.com 

Wooddale Park  |  The place to get the scoop on all 
the Edina gossip. W. 50th St. at Wooddale Ave., Edina

Woodhill  |  You’ve practically got to be born  
into it. Those who are don’t need to show off. It’s  
the members with serious money who drive Subarus.  
woodhillcc.com 

Arts & Flowers Design Studio  |  Every good 
housewife has a florist on speed dial, and this boutique 
operation is known for its fanciful arrangements and 
stellar service. artsflowersmn.com

Sandra at Nordstrom, Mall of America  |   
Need a ball gown in a hurry? She’ll have several  
options pulled in your size and style when you arrive. 
952-883-2121

Extrados  |  Known for her Hollywood connections, 
Leah Simon-Clarke is the artist behind some of the 
best raised eyebrows in town. extrados.com

Dr. Marie Elizabeth Briden  |  She’s botoxed the  
best of ’em. Advanced Dermatology & Cosmetic Insti-
tute, Edina, 952-915-6000, skintherapy.com

Dr. Michael Hobbs  |  Sorry, he’s not taking  
new patients. (But he will honor referrals.)  
Pediatric Services, St. Louis Park, 952-922-4200

Jon Charles  |  Jon, Craig, and the entire staff know 
how to make a girl feel fabulous. joncharlessalon.net

ReVamp!  |  Christopher Hopkins’s Uptown salon 
(owned by the Talebis) is the classic for pampering. 
revampsalonspa.com

Spalon Montage  |  The place for suburban house-
wives to be seen or to see notables like KARE 11’s 
Belinda Jensen and Julie Nelson. spalon.com
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WE ASKED SOME OF OUR ALWAYS-ON-THE-GO HOUSEWIVES FOR A LOOK INSIDE THEIR 
LITTLE BLACK BOOKS. HERE’S A SAMPLE OF THE NEED-TO-KNOW WHO’S WHO.{                                                  }

Continued from page 51
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ANNA LANDYN

JENNIFER REBECCA

SARA
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AGE • 37

HUSBAND • Chris Lyon, 
software executive 

KIDS • Petra, 6

NEIGHBORHOOD 
• Kenwood, Minneapolis

CAREER • General man-
ager of global accounts/
Midwest for InterCall

VOLUNTEERING • Past 
president of Junior League 
of Minneapolis, YWCA board 
member, class chair of Breck 
School annual fund drive

COUNTRY CLUB 
• Woodhill

SPORT • Tennis at Life 
Time Fitness, Eden Prairie

SHOPPING • 
net-a-porter.com, gilt.com,  
saksfifthavenue.com

SUMMER TRAVEL 
• Cape Cod/Nantucket

SUMMER WEEKENDS 
• Aboard their Sea Ray  
motorboat on the St. Croix

FAVORITE MEETING 
SPOT • La Belle Vie 

• FAVORITE EVENT 
Rock the Garden

THE EXECUTIVE:

ANNA LYON

She speaks in terms of ROI—and that return on investment is in regard to run-
ning errands on the way home from the health club. The aphorism “If you want something 
done, ask a busy person to do it” could have been written about Anna Lyon. “I’ve got to be 
involved,” says the sales exec who went from Junior League president to room mom. On top 
of a demanding career, heavyweight volunteering, competitive tennis, and a packed social 

calendar, Lyon is a single mom five days a week. For the past three years, her husband, Chris, has com-
muted between New York and San Francisco for work. Twin Cities natives—she’s from Dellwood, he’s from 
Stillwater—the Lyons want to stay near family and friends. “We went through a big reprioritization,” Lyon 
says. She won’t socialize away from home more than two weeknights, and never back to back. She and 
her husband have a standing Saturday date night, but they go out late, after Petra is in bed. Friends ask 
Lyon why she doesn’t quit working. “I feel like you’re judged if you’re not working for the money,” she says. 
“But working makes me a better mom and a better wife.” Lyon and her husband wrote a book of goals 
before they got married. Live by Lake of the Isles. Travel. Have a baby. Learn yoga. “We’ve kind of run out 
of goals,” she says. “We’re really comfortable where we are. I wouldn’t change anything.”

30%

45%10%

10%

(

5%

Family

Weekends are 80% family/20% socializing. 
Fun is just inherent in everything we do!  

Community  
volunteer work

Tennis +  
fitness

Household 
management

Work

{ ANNA’S FORMULA }

•  At work •  Speaking at the 
Womans’ Club

•  With daughter,  
Petra, at home (

anywhere, but they live 
year-round on the shores of 
Lake Minnetonka. Like many 
in their neighborhood, they 
made a conscious decision 
to raise their three boys in 
Minnesota. It’s the access 
to culture and nature, the 
good schools, the conve-
nience of Target, and the 
atmosphere of giving, she 
says. “Philanthropy is more 
widespread here. There’s 
definitely an expectation of 
giving back.”

So much so that those in 
the business of indulgence 
have to remind Twin Cities 
women they can afford it. 

“There are times when I 
look around the salon and 
think, ‘There’s easily a couple 
billion dollars in this room,’” 
says Jon Charles, owner of 
eponymous salons in Uptown 
and Wayzata. “We’ve 
definitely got the wealth and 
luxury, but here it’s a more 
wholesome version. One 
thing about Minnesota— 
you have to say to women, 
‘You deserve this.’”

Which is not to suggest 
that the walk-in closets and 
four-car garages are devoid of 
extravagance. Talebi’s dress-
ing area, with rows of Prada 
bags and racks of Roberto 
Cavalli dresses, could make 
the finest local boutiques seem 
shabby. And there’s a Bentley 
in her garage. Hutchinson 
got a BMW 6-series convert-
ible for her anniversary. For 
Mother’s Day, Lyon’s husband 
bought her a Louis Vuitton 
bag so exclusive that he had 
to special-order it. He was 
merely following the “hints” 
she clips out of catalogs and 
keeps in a folder. Lyon was 
touched, but ultimately she 
returned the bag. 

“It’s just so ridiculous—the 
price,” she says. “It’s almost 
more fun to know you can 
have things than to actually 
have them.”

That’s the Twin Cities. 
Fabulous, on the inside.  

Alexus 
Koch

( Seven )

JoAnne 
Pastel

( Husband is 
dermatologist  

Brian Zelickson )

Anna 
Lyon

Nancy 
Lindahl

( She and husband 
John are huge 

UMN supporters )

Kim 
Snow

Sue 
Ankeny

( Family is behind 
Anchor Bank )

Sara 
Talebi

Lindsay 
Graves

( Bradstreet/
Graves Hotel )

Cassidy 
McCrea 
Burns

Rishia 
Zimmern

Rebecca  
Pohlad

( Robert’s wife )
( BMW )

Donna 
Pohlad

( Jim’s wife )

Judy 
Dayton

Joyce 
Lucia

Michelle 
Pohlad

( Bill’s wife )

Tamitha 
Hecker

( Denny’s ex )

Nancy 
Bigos

Alexandra 
Jacobs

( Wife of Irwin 
and the grande 

dame of TC 
housewives )

Angelina 
Lawton

Jennifer 
Kline

( Kline Auto )

Teri Bennett
( Lexus )

Trissa 
Garvis Barbara 

Burwell
( It’s Burwell 

vs. Lyon 
in Breck’s 

penny drive )

Angie 
Wicka 

( Nash Avery 
Foundation )

Andrea 
Switz

Rebecca 
Bell 

Sorensen

Michelle 
Pulles

Tani 
Austin

( Starkey )
Susan Lacek

( Faith’s Lodge )

Nicole 
Liwienski

Linda 
Molitor

Christine 
Smalley

Dina Dewing
( Husband Jeff is 
Coldwell Banker 
realtor who sells 
to Vikes players )

LAKE MINNETONKA 
CROWD 

CHAIN OF  
LAKES CROWD 

FOUNDATION 
FACES

EDEN PRAIRIE

EDINANS

BLAKE 
MOMS

BRECK 
MOMS

Elizabeth 
Villafaña

Amelia  
Santaniello

Terri 
Popp

Stacey Rosenthal
( Owner of Hot Ice Jewelry )

Abby 
Leber

SPORTS 
WIVES

Landyn 
Hutchinson

Candace 
Randle

Claudia 
Sefton

( Football vet 
John Randle 
is a mentor 

to Steve 
Hutchinson )

Mary 
McCarthy

( Husband Greg is TCF’s 
vice chairman )

( Husband Nate is 
Target’s former VP of 
government affairs )

( Husband 
is Travel 

Channel star 
Andrew )

( Parents Bob and 
Polly are noted 

philanthropists )

( Besties )

( Children’s 
author )

Blythe Brenden 
( Co-prez of 
her mother 

and grandpa 
Ted Mann’s 
foundation )

Diana 
Hageboeck 

( CCRF )

Muffy 
MacMillan

Peggy 
Burnet

( Le Meridien 
Chambers )

Tonya 
Puckett

A 

 WORLD
A LOOK INTO THE SOCIAL CIRCLES OF  

THE TWIN CITIES’ MOST ELITE,  
WELL-CONNECTED WOMEN.  
WELCOME TO THE IN CROWD.

| BY SARAH HOWARD

( Of the Cargill 
MacMillans )

( Ex is real estate 
mogul Ted )

( Head of corporate 
communications for 

Tampa Bay Lightning; 
hubby Brian is GM )

( Husband Aaron 
is in hedge funds )

( Hubby Manny is an 
original investor in his 
namesake, Manny’s )

( Crave )

AUTO FAMILIES MINNEAPOLIS 
JUNIOR LEAGUE 

HOSPITALITY  
WIVES

REPUBLICAN 
SUPPORTERS

WOODHILL 
COUNTRY 
CLUBBERS

( Of the Crosby 
Pillsburys )

( Friends )

Housewife’s
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