
better homes a nd g a rdens  | ja nua ry 2013 | bhg.com       55

Bright 
Spot
A sophisticated 
palette, sturdy 
surfaces, and 
chic but smart 
furniture picks 
make this 
sunroom a 
marriage of pretty 
and practical.

Roman shades hung 
below the top section 
of windows provide 
light and glare control 
without sacrificing 
the leafy view. “In 
summer, it almost 
feels like you’re 
in a tree house,” 
homeowner Landyn 
Hutchinson says.
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styling david anger

Landyn Hutchinson always dreamed of having 
a beautiful sunroom all to herself. Little did 
she know her whole family—including her 
NFL lineman husband, Steve, and their two 
kids—would embrace the sunny space as their 
favorite room in the house.  
     So how do you make a room this pretty 
stand up to that kind of use? Designers from 
Martha O’Hara Interiors in Minneapolis chose 
only durable cottons and linens—no fussy silks 
here—and painted furniture with distressed 
finishes. Because the small room needed lots 



A settee with thin 
arms and a low back 
tucks under the 
window, above left. 
The modern floral 
upholstery fabric gives 
it presence despite its 
small stature. 

An antique-look 
dresser, above, is a 
stylish and smart 
alternative to a 
traditional console. 
Mirrored drawers 
provide storage and 
elevate the overall 
look of the room.

56       better homes a nd g a rdens  | ja nua ry 2013 | bhg.com For buying information see page 98.

home | decorating

of seating, they opted for ottomans rather than a second pair 
of chairs. They made good perches for the kids but didn’t 
visually close off the room from the adjacent kitchen.  
     The tight palette of ivory and gray, which was repeated 
throughout the home, took a feminine turn thanks to the 
oversize floral fabric on the sofa and the glamorous mirrored 
dresser. This versatile scheme also allowed Landyn, top right, 
to add accessories in just about any seasonal color she liked.   
     “Landyn wanted a light, feminine room for the family. 
The space we created is refined but comfy,” says Autumn 
Muldowney, one of the designers. The Hutchinsons have 
since relocated for Steve’s football career, but the light-filled 
room saw action all day long—for morning cartoons, after-
school homework, and movie night. “All four of us would 
pile on that dainty couch,” Landyn says. n 


