
SB212214
A Bill to Implement a Land Acknowledgement into

Associated Student Government Practices

Omar Elghazawi, Parliamentarian
Authors

Madelyn Jett, Student Body President
Aidan McKeon, Student Body Vice President

Wes Payne, Speaker Pro Tempore
Vada Stephens, Secretary for Diversity Equity Inclusion

Eli Davies, College of Arts and Science Academic Senator
Evan Gates, Director of Transgender Equity and Inclusion

Ethan Stack, Senator At-Large
Ryan Parker, On-Campus Senator, District Three

Sponsors

Presented to Student Senate on: 08 March 2022

Whereas: Miami University is founded on the ancestral homelands of the Myaamia,
Shawnee, and other Indigenous peoples, who ceded these lands to Miami
University in 1795 through the Treaty of Greenville;

Whereas: Miami University derives its name from the Myaamia people, who were
forcibly removed from their ancestral homelands in 1846;

Whereas: A land acknowledgement is a formal statement read before public
meetings that recognizes the traditional stewards of the land ;1

Whereas: The Myaamia Center consulted with Miami University to create a land
acknowledgment that can be read before public meetings on campus and
emphasized the need for land acknowledgments in student-facing spaces
to members of the Associated Student Government;

Whereas: The Associated Student Government (hereby ASG) as a body represents
Miami University and its student body as its primary role;

1 Miami University Land Acknowledgement
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https://miamioh.edu/diversity-inclusion/land/index.html


Whereas: It remains the obligation of the University and its leadership to recognize
its history in the forcible removal of Indigenous peoples, particularly when
the University is reaching its fiftieth (50th) anniversary of a relationship
between itself and the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma;

Whereas: Amendments to the Constitution of ASG may be proposed to the Student
Body for a vote by a two-thirds (⅔) majority of the Student Senate or by
petition of 15% of the student body;

Therefore be it resolved: Upon the passage of this bill, the implementation of a land
acknowledgement will be proposed as an amendment to the
Constitution, to be published to, and voted on by, the Student
Body, as shown on Page 5 of this bill;

Further be it resolved: The Speaker of the Student Senate and the Secretary for
Communications and Media Relations shall ensure that the
proposed amendment is published by ASG’s official channels
and by The Miami Student no later than one week before the
annual Student Senate elections in the Spring of 2022;

Further be it resolved: The Speaker of the Student Senate and the Elections
Committee shall work to ensure that the proposed
amendment shall be voted on alongside the aforementioned
elections;

Further be it resolved: The ASG will work to spread awareness and education about
the Land Acknowledgement and the Myaamia Center, as well
as work with the Myaamia Center to promote their own
programming, events, and resources for students to learn
more about the Myaamia;

Further be it resolved: The Bylaws shall be amended as follows:
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Amendments to the Bylaws

ARTICLE IX. Land Acknowledgement

Miami University is located within the traditional homelands of the Myaamia and

Shawnee people, who along with other indigenous groups ceded these lands to the

United States in the first Treaty of Greenville in 1795. The Miami people, whose name

our university carries, were forcibly removed from these homelands in 1846.

In 1972, a relationship between Miami University and the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

began and evolved into a reciprocal partnership, including the creation of the Myaamia

Center at Miami University in 2001. The work of the Myaamia Center serves the Miami

Tribe community and is dedicated to the revitalization of Miami language and culture

and to restoring that knowledge to the Myaamia people.

Miami University and the Miami Tribe are proud of this work and of the more than 140

Myaamia students who have attended Miami since 1991 through the Myaamia Heritage

Award Program.
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Proposed Amendments to the Constitution (to be voted on by the Student Body)

Land Acknowledgement

Miami University is located within the traditional homelands of the Myaamia and

Shawnee people, who along with other indigenous groups ceded these lands to the

United States in the first Treaty of Greenville in 1795. The Miami people, whose name

our university carries, were forcibly removed from these homelands in 1846.

In 1972, a relationship between Miami University and the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma

began and evolved into a reciprocal partnership, including the creation of the Myaamia

Center at Miami University in 2001. The work of the Myaamia Center serves the Miami

Tribe community and is dedicated to the revitalization of Miami language and culture

and to restoring that knowledge to the Myaamia people.

Miami University and the Miami Tribe are proud of this work and of the more than 140

Myaamia students who have attended Miami since 1991 through the Myaamia Heritage

Award Program.
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