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HUBERTS
7,524 SF

First Covenant Church has been working for a year and a half with Community
Housing Development Corporation and Ryan Construction to build a six story
affordable housing project on our surface parking lot. The project continues to
gain momentum! On Sunday, April 17, the congregation voted unanimously to
authorize the Leadership Team to proceed with the necessary land swap with the
new owners of Hubert’s Sports Bar.
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HUBERT’S RELOCATED
PARKING PARCEL
9,070 SF
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9th Avenue & 6th Street Development

MINNEAPOLIS,
MN | 04.21.2016
These visuals represent general massing images for the land swap,
one level
of underground parking, and the basic massing for a the housing units, revised
surface parking lot, re-located playground, newly landscaped sidewalks, and a redesigned parking parameter. (All of these images are subject to change.)
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The Site Redevelopment Steering Committee meets weekly and the Leadership
Team will continue to hold Town Hall Forums as needed. Additionally, the
Leadership Team will send key written communication to you as more decisions
are necessary.
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• Ongoing Development Meetings and Approvals with City and Neighborhood
• Ongoing Congregational Meetings
• Execute Land Swap in May or June
• Refine Building Upgrades Task List
• Develop Construction Phase Congregational Plan
• Land Lease Congregational Approval in May or June
• August / September Lease Closing and Ground Breaking Ceremony!
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9th Avenue & 6th Street Development
MINNEAPOLIS, MN | 04.21.2016 | 15-0027

We’re currently in the midst of our series on the Christian Virtues, entitled “In Search of the Good Life.”
We decided upon this topic as a way to explore two very basic questions that most people consider:
“What should I do?” and “What kind of person ought I to become?”
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A NEW TEACHING S

ON THE CHRISTIAN

VIRTUES

The Christian tradition has framed these questions around seven virtues and seven vices. The virtues
are divided into four cardinal virtues (courage, temperance, justice, and wisdom) and three theological
ones (faith, hope, and love). The seven vices are pride, greed, gluttony, sloth, anger, lust and envy.
Author Karl Clifton-Soderstrom wrote that there are
key pairings and shared “hinges” between the virtues
and vices. If these connections are acknowledged and
embraced, they help us be more honest about what
it means to be sinner-saints who can become more
virtuous over our lifetimes.

RE

ST

RE

ET

S

9th Avenue & 6th Street Developme

BU
D

Please pray that God provide for every need in this process!
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The project is moving fast and here is what still lies ahead:
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“On Being Good” (Virtues and Vices)
“On Being Human” (Pride and Wisdom)
“On Being Graced” (Sloth and Faith)
“On Being Mortal” (Greed and Hope)
“On Being Embodied”

(Lust, Gluttony, and Temperance)
This eight-part teaching series will explore the
connections between virtues and vices. We’ll have
“On Being Holy” (Envy and Courage)
honest conversation about what it means to be a sinner“On Being Reconciled”
saint who follows and becomes more like Christ every
(Anger and Justice)
day. A copy of Karl Clifton-Soderstrom’s book will be
available in the church library, and can be purchased
“On Being Loved” (Just Love!)
online at Amazon.com.
Sermon title credits: Karl Clifton-Soderstrom
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LEADERSHIP
TEAM UPDATE
I would have to say that these last few months
as a member of the Leadership Team, have felt
to me like my early days learning to drive a stick
shift car—very slowly and deliberately; I would
get the gas and clutch pedals just right so the
gears would align properly, and then, whoosh, the
car fast is off only to get to the next stop light to
go through the entire process again. Careful and
deliberate…fast…careful and deliberate...fast…
As the Leadership Team thoughtfully and
wisely discusses and thinks through particular
decisions that have to be made regarding the
many facets of making our land available for
workforce housing and our building to be shared
with many nonprofits, we begin carefully and
deliberately. We get as many expert opinions as
feasible, discuss as many options available, run
ideas by as many subcommittees as necessary,
and pray without ceasing. It’s like getting all the
gears lined up and synced so the clutch engages
quietly and smoothly. Then we are off and running
until the next situation reaches our table and the
process starts over again. It’s quite a ride!
Yet as I review these past few months, what
astounds me as much as the projects are the
people who have stepped in with extraordinary
amounts of expertise and time to make this all
happen. One cannot miss the hand of God in
this. Not only do people give, but they do so with
true joy and excitement—it is a wonder to see
people work in their “sweet spots”. And because
of the many varied careers and capabilities
within our congregation, we also have access
to many outstanding outside professionals and
resources.
I want to highlight two subcommittees that have
continued to meet at least weekly for over a year
now to research, study, discuss, distill, and then
advise the Leadership Team with regard to the
the many options, questions, and challenges that
come before us. The Facilities Committee (Chair
Ezra Bartsch, Maddy Grimmer, Doug Vigoren,
Charice Deegan, Brian Ogren, Dan Collison,
Roger and Chris Fossum, Suzanne Begin, and
Kori Sheldon) is charged with coordinating and
directing many of the activities required as we
seek to effectively utilize space in our building
by establishing partnerships with organizations
consistent with our church’s mission to our
community.

We’re getting a new website!
It’s been about 6 years since First Covenant last
updated its website. As you can imagine, much has
changed in the world of technology and the way
we interact online since then! After evaluating
our current website, assessing our needs, and
researching different web platforms, our team of
staff and volunteers determined that it was time for
a new site that would better communicate our story
and invite people into our community while also becoming more cost effective and manageable
on our end.
We’re excited to announce that we will be launching the new site early in May! The web address
will be the same, but there will be a whole new look and feel that will be easier to navigate, and
will translate beautifully on your mobile devices. Many thanks to Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual
Arts Associate, who graciously donated her time and talent to design and build the new site!
Check out www.1stcov.org throughout the first couple weeks of May in order to see the new site
when it goes live!

Life Groups:
Looking to connect?
One important aspect of our community life together is gathering in smaller groups
outside of Sunday morning in order to connect, share life, and deepen relationships.
At First Covenant, we do that in a variety of ways, including serving together, sharing
meals, recreational activities, support groups, and bible/book studies. Many in our
faith community participate in Life Groups, which meet throughout the week at
various times with various frequency for those very purposes. Are you looking to
get more connected? Spring is a great time to connect with a Life Group or join in
one of the many intergenerational gatherings that will be happening throughout
the summer. Contact Pastor Todd Bratulich or fill out a Life Group interest card (in
your Worship Guide during the first few weeks of May) for more info or to learn about
upcoming opportunities.

reflecting on the

The Site Redevelopment Committee (Co-chairs
Kevin Frazell and Carina Aleckson, Brian Wass,
John Schrager, Dan Collison, Brian Ogren and
Chris Fossum) has responsibility for studying,
planning and negotiating the use of our land and
other physical assets to position us to minister
well in the 21st century to the city in which God
has placed us.
I wish I had space to tell what each individual
has uniquely brought to the table. But suffice
it to say that we not only have many uniquely
talented individuals, but they have just the
expertise needed to meet the challenges that
continue to arise. Some day we will look back
and really tell the story that needs to be told in
detail, but for now, I am continually humbled to
say that we are an extraordinary church full of
very special people following an amazing God in
redeeming this city for His glory.

And work for the peace and prosperity of the
city where I sent you into exile. Pray to the Lord
for it, for its welfare will determine your welfare.
~Jeremiah 29:7

ART OF
LENT AND
EASTER
Below: Original Artwork by Artist in Residence, Heather
Albinson, for Easter Sunday. Based upon the poem “Yellow”
by Mary Oliver.

Original Artwork by Artist in Residence, Heather Albinson,
for Ash Wednesday

From the Artist, Heather Albinson
“These pieces are a quiet reflection
of the introspective season we
call Lent. The final image was a
transformational piece, inspired by
a simple yet profound poem. It is
meant to remind us that some of the
most extraordinary truths may be
found in what, at first glance, appear
to be the most unextraordinary,
overlooked places.”

“Yellow” by Mary Oliver
There is the heaven we enter
through institutional grace,
and there are the yellow finches, bathing and
singing in the lowly puddle.

A look back on

Women’s History Month

At a recent breakfast with some women from First Covenant, I found myself in the kitchen
with some other women in their 20s and 30s, all talking about our jobs. Though we all work
in different fields, we each had a story to share about discrimination/harassment we had
experienced in the workplace due to our gender. After this conversation, I began thinking
(along with the other leadership and women in the community) about the ways that so many
of us have stories related to our gender experiences that we don’t know about each other. So,
as a church we collaborated together to highlight the stories of people from our community
during Women’s History Month, in attempt to help each other think about what it means to
be a community of faith in relationship to gender and justice. From a third hour conversation
where we each worked on writing down our experiences of gender, to a video that highlighted
the stories of Leadership Chair, Chris Fossum, and community leader, Barbara Johnson, we
continue to strive not only hear each other’s stories and honor them, but to strive toward
increasingly becoming a community that is marked by love and inclusion of persons of all
genders as equally formed in the image of God and called to serve. Thank you to all!

by Sara Wilhelm Garbers
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“Stories from the Community” is a new feature of First Things that seeks to share how God appears in our lives on a day-to-day basis, in large and small ways. If
you would like one of your stories considered, please send an email to Holly Collison at hollycollison@gmail.com.

This edition’s story comes from Holly Collison.
The animated movie, “Inside Out”, gives the audience a view into the mind of its main character, Riley. Each
memory is made up of emotions which are personified. For example, there are characters named Joy, Disgust,
and Sadness which reside in Riley’s mind collecting memories as her life progresses. There are everyday
memories, but the most important part of the collection of memories are the “core memories”. These are the
building blocks of Riley’s life.
Into every family, core memories come. In our family, arriving at 1st Covenant Minneapolis seven years ago to
be a part of its re-birth has been the environment where many core memories have taken place as our two
boys have grown into young men. With my sons’ permission, I share a favorite, family, core memory:
Christmas Eve, 2012, we had a delightful time sharing a feast with shelter guests in the fellowship hall. It was
the third year of the church’s partnership with the Salvation Army hosting a homeless shelter in the lower
level of the church building. Our younger son was running around with his usual inexhaustible energy, having
thrown off his shoes the minute he entered the room. When it was time to leave for the evening, the shoes,
the brand new shoes, had disappeared. We started asking around and it became clear that someone had
picked them up and they were not going to come forward with them.

“I will
carry
you.”

-Walker,
Christmas
Eve, 2012

What ensued was a mix of confrontations where some guests were saying: “Which one of you stole the pastor’s kid’s shoes?!”, “What a bad
example you all are to our hosts!”. Others took offense at the accusations and started shouting. I quickly shuffled my two boys upstairs to wait
for their dad to handle the situation. As the three of us sat in the darkened lobby listening to the loud confrontation taking place downstairs,
I fretted that my boys would be traumatized by the experience. The year had been difficult for all of us as a renewed mission had begun to be
implemented at the church and the change was not without its conflicts. I thought that this experience was a sardonically appropriate ending to
the year.
“It’s snowing outside,” said Atley, “How am I going to get to the car with no shoes?”
We sat in silence for a minute. I told Atley that whomever took the shoes probably needed them more than he did. Then older son, Walker, said
something that will stay with all of us forever: “And whoever took those shoes don’t have a big brother who can carry them to the car. Don’t
worry, I’ll carry you and get you to the car with dry feet. Here, jump on my back...”
I asked them if I could take a picture of them going to the car, and they agreed(which was a miracle since they were in a stage where they didn’t
want to pose for pictures!). We happily ran to the car while Daddy calmed the group and assured them that all was well, and we just wanted
them to have a happy Christmas.
That night, we sat together in our living room processing the experience. “Family is a blessing from God.”, I told my boys. “We are gifts to each
other. Many people will come and go in your life, but being brothers is a special blessing.” We processed some of the hard experiences of loss we
had faced in the year. We spoke of the deep love that can happen in a community where forgiveness and mercy is freely given and Atley prayed
for the new owner of the shoes.
Recently, on a much needed vacation, we began talking about core memories. We are all recognizing that our older son will soon be graduating
from high school and we will begin a new season in our family. Happily, with fondness, the experience of the lost Christmas Eve shoes resurfaced as we lingered over our meal with a deep gladness of being together.
It is a joy to share this ministry with our boys. All of our experiences are some combination of joy, sadness, wonder, fear, happiness, and so many
other emotions. There is a strong sense among us that the loving Creator is with us in a very tangible way.
“How will I get to the car without shoes?”
“I will carry you.”
Is there a better example of the spirit of Jesus at the center of a family’s life?
And that, my beloved community, is Core Memory Gold!
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Team World Vision 6K for Water!

On March 19, 21 people ran or walked the “Round the River 6K for Water” at First Covenant and three
other people represented us at remote locations. The snow couldn’t deter the fun atmosphere as
the group ran and walked while joining over 5,000 people around the world doing the same event.
These 24 people together raised $1,800, providing access to clean water for 36 people in the Congo!
Thank you to everyone who ran, walked, volunteered, and donated to this fun (and life-giving) event!

ALL-CHURCH CAMPING TRIP TO

Baker Park
RESERV E

come - have a rest

Friday, June 17–Saturday, June 18
Baker Park Reserve, Maple Plain, MN

Join us for an All-Church camping trip to Baker Park Reserve in Maple Plain, MN
on Friday June 17-Saturday June 18. That’s right, the whole church is invited to
come out and spend a night in the great outdoors as we enjoy a bit of nature and
roast marshmallows over an open fire! We’ve reserved a group campsite that will
accommodate up to 50 people in tents, which will be available to the first 50 who
register (look for registration details in the Worship Guide soon). You are also welcome
to reserve your own site for campers/trailers, or if you’d prefer more privacy. Not the
camping type? Feel free to join us just for the evening on Friday or the day Saturday.
Don’t have camping gear? We can likely help connect you with someone who does!
Contact Pastors Todd Bratulich or Carma Gjerning for more details.

OohTopia
Kids Adventure Week

2016 presents

Monday, July 11–Thursday, July 14 • 6:00–8:15 p.m.

On a warm summer night children from our church community and kids from the Phillips neighborhood and Hope Academy gather to experience the kingdom of
God—KIDS STYLE! There are four amazing nights of experiencing the ADVENTURE of following Christ and the generosity and BIGNESS of God’s love. Children are
invited to “taste and see” that the Lord is good through fabulous worship, captivating drama for all ages, creative art, playing, hands on exploring, reflecting and
practicing prayer.
Our theme “Ooh-Topia” will take kids into a wild ride of some of the most amazing and joy-filled Bible stories. Once again our gifted and passionate actors and
actresses will invite us to open our eyes and heart to the wonder, mystery and awe of the “great news” in the Holy book. Through a variety of learning stations
children will discover ways to connect God’s story to their story and continue to be transformed by God’s love and discover their divine DNA as God’s beloved.
Our church community has a rich tradition of coming around our children and leading this week. Thank you to many of you who have shared your gifts and
presence with our children. Kids Adventure Week is a time set apart for kids, but there is also a gift for grown-ups to be a part of something that gives birth to our
sense of wonder and reminds us that children have a unique way of inviting and leading us to experience God’s grace and love.
This year we are inviting you to get involved in this awesome week through your financial gifts, time and prayers. We are in the midst of raising $3,263 to
sponsor 50 children to be involved with the week. $65.24 covers the cost for one child. Please consider sponsoring a child or two. Every gift is valued and
important and all contributions are tax-deductible.
In a few weeks you will have the opportunity to sign up to volunteer for the many hands and hearts that are needed for this week to happen. Whether you have a
specific gift like welcoming others, or preparing and serving food or leading games, or capturing the essence of the week through photography, or leading worship,
or caring for children, or leading a small group, or helping kids explore science, create art, pray and explore Bible stories-everyone is welcome and needed! You can
sign up either through contacting Carma, or in the lobby of our church at the “Into the Book” space.
You are also invited to pray for all the kids and adults who will be a part of “Ooh-Topia.” If you have questions or need more information about volunteering or
giving, please contact Carma Gjerning at cgjerning@1stcov.org.
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A

ARTS COLLECTIVE

The Good arts Collective team has been movin’ and
shakin.’ Some great new ideas are flowing and new
shows that will be announced for later this year.
The GAC is working on a partnership with Loring
Nicollet Alternative School and had students over
to the space recently. We are excited to be hosting
the students’ end of the year talent show, and
continue talking with the school leadership regarding
developing some arts programming for the future.

Stay in touch through our website and feel free to stop by and enjoy
a cup of coffee at our new meeting table built by local maker Rovan
Furniture. goodartscollective.com

Have you visited MetroKids on Facebook?

Like their page so you can learn more about the good things happening in
our midst! In recent news: MetroKids had 100% child and parent participation
for preschool screening, which is a wonderful thing because it ensures that
MetroKids students will be provided with the proper resources and support
as they begin kindergarten. We celebrate the lives of these little ones along
with the MetroKids staff and leadership!

http://www.facebook.com/pages/
MetroKids/205537342807504

Emergency Solutions Grant Update
By Pastor Todd Bratulich

This past summer, First Covenant Church applied for and was awarded a grant from the
City of Minneapolis to work on capital improvements for the space we utilize to provide
seasonal shelter for people experiencing homelessness in partnership with the Salvation
Army. The scope of the grant will fund renovations and improvements to the Fellowship
Hall (lower level) which will include two new ADA accessible showers, laundry facilities,
lockers, flooring, security upgrades, and an office space to be utilized by Salvation Army
staff during the shelter season. All of the improvements will serve to provide more
hospitable environment for our shelter guests, staff and volunteers, and open the door
for the possibility of serving as a women-only shelter in the future if deemed necessary or
advantageous by the Salvation Army given their always changing demographics.

Shelter Wrap-up
The shelter season has been a great success. The calendar
was filled with volunteers the entire season. We served an
average of 47 people a night...with over 75 volunteer groups
throughout the season!
Even in our mild winter it served a great need. We look forward
to November when we reopen!

As the 2015-2016 shelter season comes to a close, we are moving closer to the
construction phase of the project. Given our current timeline, construction will likely
begin in June and continue through the end of the summer, with the goal being to move
to completion with plenty of time to get ready for next year’s shelter season to start again
in November. I am excited to announce that we will once again be working with Fair &
Square Remodeling as our General Contractor. In addition to having worked on recent
remodeling efforts at FCC, Fair & Square CEO Mike Otto has become a friend and partner
to First Covenant Church, doing outreach alongside the congregation organizing work
days with Urban Homeworks, and establishing True North, a group where professional
men can have a safe environment to support each other in the challenges of their lives
and careers. I am also grateful for the talented and engaged volunteer team that has
been working to move this project forward, including Brian Wass, Carina Aleckson, and
Suzanne Begin, not to mention the additional hours put in by staff! Look for changes in
the Fellowship Hall coming soon!
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COMMUNITY					
Welcome
Transportation is a critical need for
seniors at First Covenant. We need new
drivers to assist in transporting people
on Sunday mornings. If your vehicle can
accommodate 2–4 passengers, our friends
at Augustana Apartments and Care Center
(located at 10th Avenue and 14th Street—
only a few blocks from the church) are in
need of transportation to and from the
church on Sundays (pick up at 9:15; return
after the service). A car is preferable to an
SUV, as they offer lower points of entry.
This is a great way to build relationships.
Contact Brian Ogren (612-927-3126 or
bogren@1stcov.org).

Lisa Albinson is excited to join the
volunteer staff as a Volunteer Visual Artist.
Grateful for her family’s legacy at First
Covenant Church, Lisa is a fifth generation
member, and looks forward to continuing
to support, encourage, and grow along side
the current congregation through the many
ways in which art is a part of our worship
experience.
Opportunities
Get happy, make friends, and grow deeper
into this community of faith. It’s easy:
volunteer. There are fun and fulfilling
opportunities for every interest and skill.
Will you greet people in the parking lot
before church starts? Help with children’s
church? Serve coffee and lemonade during
hospitality time after the service? Those
are a few of the opportunities available.
Check out the website at www.1stcov.org, or
contactTodd Bratulich to find the volunteer
opp that’s right for you (612-927-3122 or
tbratulich@1stcov.org).

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word is an
opportunity to quiet your heart and spirit
before the Sunday worship service, and
meditate on the day’s Scripture. Come
to the Swedish Room at 8:30 a.m. every
Sunday (except weeks when Wake-Ups are
taking place) to sit in the quiet and hear
God’s voice.
Spread the word about MetroKids, a
nurturing, high quality, early childhood
education center for kids right here at
First Covenant. Teachers are exceptional.
Scholarships are available. Hours are 6:30
a.m.-5:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. MetroKids
is here for children age six weeks through
six years. After-school programming
is also offered for school-age children
who have completed kindergarten, first
grade, or second grade. Want to learn
more? Visit MetroKids on Facebook. Many
photos are being added weekly. If you
enjoy what you are seeing, be sure to “like”
MetroKids. If you have questions or ideas,
contact Executive Director Charice Deegan
(cdeegan@metrokids.org or 612-332-5437).

CALENDAR

calendar events are updated at 1stcov.org

Sunday, May 1, after the service – Congregational conversation This is a dynamic
season for our community. Please join us as we engage timely and focused
conversations about our future through an open-forum conversation, hosted by the
Leadership Team.
Friday, May 13–Saturday, May 14 – Spring Sabbath Retreat We will be retreating at the
Villa Maria Retreat Center which is a beautiful retreat center located 10 miles south of Red
Wing. This retreat is for women and men, singles, couples, old and young, anyone who is
longing for a holy pause and an extended time to quiet the mind and hear God!
Sunday, May 15, 9:30 a.m. – Graduate recognition service and all-church meal Please
join us as we recognize the graduates of all ages in our congregation! After the service,
you’re invited to join us for our monthly all-church meal.
Sunday, May 22, after the service – Committee on Racial and Economic Justice
Continually throughout scripture we see that God is concerned about justice. Come join
us for conversation, action, and prayer as we seek to thoughtfully and practically engage
issues of justice in our community and our world. All are welcome!
Saturday, June 4, 8:00 a.m.–noon – Special “1K Saturday” volunteer work day
The Fellowship Hall is about to undergo renovations funded by a grant from the City of
Minneapolis in support of our seasonal homeless shelter. We need volunteers to deep
clean the kitchen and move the archives into storage. These work projects are necessary
to prepare the way for construction to begin that will provide new bathrooms, showers,
laundry, and flooring for the Fellowship Hall. Please stop in between 8:00am-noon on
Saturday, June 4 to help with this important effort.
Sunday, June 5, after the service – Congregational conversation This is a
dynamic season for our community. Please join us as we engage timely and focused
conversations about our future through an open-forum conversation, hosted by the
Leadership Team.
Sunday, June 12, after the service – All-church meal Join us for our monthly
community potluck meal following the 9:30 a.m. worship service down in Fellowship
Hall. Bring your favorite dish (or two!). Everyone is welcome!
Friday, June 17–Saturday, June 18 – All-church camping trip at Baker Park The whole
church is invited to come out and spend a night in the great outdoors as we enjoy a bit
of nature and roast marshmallows over an open fire! We’ve reserved a group campsite
that will accommodate up to 50 people in tents. Contact Pastors Todd Bratulich or Carma
Gjerning for more details.
Sunday, June 19, after the service – Congregational conversation This is a
dynamic season for our community. Please join us as we engage timely and focused
conversations about our future through an open-forum conversation, hosted by the
Leadership Team.
Sunday, June 26, after the service – Committee on Racial and Economic Justice
Continually throughout scripture we see that God is concerned about justice. Come join
us for conversation, action, and prayer as we seek to thoughtfully and practically engage
issues of justice in our community and our world. All are welcome!

Every child matters. Looking for a place
to share your gifts, talents, and nurturing
presence with others? Children’s ministry
is a great place to make a difference. We
have the best little children in the world
who are in need of YOU! If you have
questions or interested in helping, please
contact Carma Gjerning (612-927-3124 or
belovedcarma@gmail.com).

SAVE THE DATES: Monday, July 11–Thursday, July 14 – Kids Adventure Week Over
four amazing days in July, children from our church community and kids from the Phillips
neighborhood and Hope Academy gather to experience the kingdom of God—KIDS STYLE!
“Ooh-Topia” will take kids into a wild ride of some of the most amazing and joy-filled Bible
stories. Once again our gifted and passionate actors and actresses will invite us to open
our eyes and heart to the wonder, mystery and awe of the “great news” in the Holy book. If
you have questions or need more information about volunteering or giving, please contact
Carma Gjerning at cgjerning@1stcov.org.
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