11:00 a.m.
• Town Hall meeting (lounge)

Dan Collison, Lead Pastor / dcollison@1stcov.org
Ashley Aamot, Administrative Assistant / info@1stcov.org
Heather Albinson, Volunteer Visual Arts Associate / halbinson@1stcov.org
Lisa Albinson, Volunteer Visual Artist / lalbinson@1stcov.org
Bruce Balgaard, Director of Worship / bbalgaard@1stcov.org
Norm Blagman, Homeless Shelter Volunteer Coordinator /
shelter@1stcov.org
Todd Bratulich, Pastor for Community and Mission Engagement /
tbratulich@1stcov.org
Joy Erickson, Pastor of Congregational Care / jerickson@1stcov.org
Carma Gjerning, Director of Children & Families / cgjerning@1stcov.org
Ashley Grinnell, Associate Music Director / agrinnell@1stcov.org

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10
10:00 p.m. Life Group at Augustana Senior Apartments
THURSDAY, MAY 11
6:30 p.m. Gospel choir rehearsal (lounge)
FRIDAY, MAY 12
Church office closed
SATURDAY, MAY 13
9:00 a.m. 1K Saturday - Kitchen Cleanup
6:30 p.m. United International Christian
			
Fellowship (room 252)
NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 14
8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)
9:30 a.m.
• Worship (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
Nursery – infants through age 3
(nursery & toddler room)
Children's church – ages 4 through
5th grade (room 252)

God, Neighbor + One Another”

TUESDAY, MAY 9
6:30 p.m. United International Christian
			
Fellowship (room 252)

1. “Growing a Community Devoted to

9:30 a.m.
• Worship and communion (sanctuary)
• Children’s programming during worship
		 Nursery – infants through age 3
		 (Nursery & Toddler Room)
		 Children’s church – ages 4 through 5th
		 grade (Room 252)

holy
Color Palette:

MONDAY, MAY 8
11:30 a.m. Interlude

By Lisa Albinson

8:30 a.m.
• Dwelling in Prayer and the Word (Swedish room)
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Brian Ogren, Church Administrator / bogren@1stcov.org
Charlie Peterson, Communications Coordinator / cpeterson@1stcov.org

First Covenant Church events are listed in bold type.

FULL COLOR MASTER
(BLACK + PANTONE TINTS)
Sara Wilhelm Garbers, Pastor of Connections /
Robert Robinson, Artist in Residence / rrobinson@1stcov.org
Doug Vigoren, Facilities Manager / dvigoren@1stcov.org

First Covenant Church
Sunday, May 7, 2017 • 9:30 am

swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org
MetroKids Early Childhood Education
FULL COLOR
MASTER
612-332-5437
/ www.metrokids.org
(BLACK + PANTONE TINTS)
Charice Deegan, Executive Director
cdeegan@metrokids.org

Labyrinth on cover by Nancy Cannon
Photo by Carma Gjerning

Heard something great, but didn't
First Covenant Church Minneapolis
have a chance to make a note?

First
Covenant Church Minneapolis
810 S.
7th Street
810
SOUTH
7TH STREET
MINNEAPOLIS,
Minneapolis,
55415
810MN
SOUTH
7TH
STREET
MINNEAPOLIS,
MN 55415
612-332-8093
www.1stcov.org
info@1stcov.org
612-332-8093 www.1stcov.org
612-332-8093 www.1stcov.org

Head to 1stcov.org this week and grab

MN 55415
the MP3 of today's sermon!

Call to worship
“I Know That My Redeemer Lives”
Welcome and greeting
“St. Patrick’s Breastplate”
“Everlasting God”
(Children are dismissed for children’s church)
Offering

God at work: Carma Gjerning
Message: “Holy Listening” (John 15:1-17)
Communion
“Jesus Draw Me Ever Nearer”
“Peace”
Benediction

Welcome!
First Covenant Church is a diverse, multi-generational,
urban Christian community offering hope and
transformation through the love of God and the life and
teachings of Jesus.
Visitors, we would love to meet you. After the worship
service, stop by the front of the Sanctuary for a warm
welcome by ministry staff.

Glad You're Here
Welcome, children: Care for infants through age three is
available beginning at 9:20 a.m. for the worship service.
Children’s church (ages 4 through fifth grade) begins
right before the sermon starts. An announcement will
be made and teachers will guide kids to Room 252. After
the worship service, pick up your children first and stick
around for conversation and coffee.
How can we help you? The connection card in
your worship guide is one way to ask for prayer, get
information, and let your voice be heard. Fill out a card
and drop it in the offering plate. If you have a question
or prayer request, write it on the back. Pastors and staff
meet every week to pray.
Read all about it: First Covenant’s newsletter, First
Things, is available in the foyer and usher stands. You
can also find digital versions of current and previous
issues in the News section of our website at 1stcov.org.
Bibles are available: If you would like to have a Bible of
your own, ask an usher.
The FCC website: Check out 1stcov.org for up-to-date
event schedules, ministry opportunities, and sermon
MP3s and PDFs.

Today's Speaker
Dan Collison is our Senior Pastor. He sometimes calls this
work serving as "air traffic control" for the thriving and
engaged First Covenant community. In addition to his
work as our leader, Dan also serves as a civic leader for the
downtown Minneapolis business community. Dan has
been serving churches since the 90s in various leadership
capacities. He received a B.M. from the Eastman School of
Music (NY), M.Div. from Bethel Seminary (MN), and D.Min.

from Fuller Seminary (CA), and is an ordained minister in the
Evangelical Covenant Church (ECC). He says, "I love helping
people discover the joy of Christian faith and serving others."
If you are looking to connect further with this community of
faith, please let him know.

host, guests may be asked to bring a dish to share. If you
are interested in hosting OR in attending, please contact
Pastor Sara at swilhelmgarbers@1stcov.org. And mark your
calendars for the first Saturday Supper: Saturday, May 20.

Community

This week, pray for Urban Homeworks, a nonprofit
organization in North Minneapolis. First Covenant partners
with Urban Homeworks “to perpetuate the hope of Jesus
Christ through innovative community development that
provides dignified housing for low-income families.”

Dwelling in Prayer and the Word: From 8:30–9:15 a.m., you
are invited to a quiet space where you will receive Sunday
morning’s scripture to read and meditate upon. It’s an
opportunity to prepare for worship, reflect in the quiet, listen
for God’s voice, and seek God in prayer. Dwelling is available
every Sunday in the Swedish Room located at the top of the
ramp in the foyer.
Celebrate communion: Today we celebrate communion
together, which is one of the most poignant and ancient
practices of the Christian faith that affirms the completeness
of the work of God in Christ on our behalf. If Christian faith
and community is new or unformed in your life, please know
that at First Covenant we are a grace-filled gathering of
people who see ourselves as a family of equals, everyone
humbly in need of grace. We are committed to a journey of
generous and openhanded faith in which everyone is given
safe space to journey toward Jesus Christ. So, whether new
to Christ or renewed in Christ, we are all invited to the table of
God to encounter the love and grace of Christ as we receive
the elements (bread and cup).
Special Town Hall meeting today on First Covenant
Strategic Plan for Growth: The Leadership Team invites
congregational members and attendees to participate in a
special Town Hall meeting today at 11:00 a.m. in the lounge,
which will include a brief presentation of a new strategic
plan for growth and extended time for congregational input.
Childcare will be available. Please join us!
Mindful Stitching: Just a reminder that individuals who took
a mindful stitching kit have three more weeks to participate
in the project. Maddy is looking to have finished squares
turned in by no later than Sunday, May 28. Ushering plates
have been placed by both entrances to the sanctuary with
a little sign noting where finished pieces can be placed for
collection by Maddy. If there are any questions, individuals
can feel free to contact Maddy at thegrizzlyfighter@gmail.
com.
Saturday Suppers: Are you interested in connecting with
others from First Cov in a low-key setting? Then join us for
the launch of Saturday Suppers! Dinners will be hosted
for 6-9 people at someone’s house. Dependent upon the

What's Ahead
Recharge, refresh: Next Sunday, experience God at
First Covenant Church through music, scripture, the
arts, and community. The service begins at 9:30 a.m.
The message, “Shared Purpose,” continues the “Finding
Purpose” segment of our “Why We Gather” series.
Calling all graduates: We want to celebrate with you
as you complete this milestone on your journey and
transition to that next chapter of life. We hope you’ll join
us for a special graduate recognition on Sunday, May
21 in the worship service. If you or someone you love is
graduating, please help us to make sure we recognize
everyone by sending the following to Charlie Peterson at
cpeterson@1stcov.org:
• Digital picture of the graduate (doesn’t have to be in
graduation garb, any recent photo will do)
• Basic graduate info: Name of graduate, school/
institution, degree earned, concentration or major (if
applicable)
• Then, simply show up for worship on May 21 at 9:30
a.m. We will recognize and pray for our graduates
during the offertory and have a short reception in the
foyer with refreshments after the service, so stick
around and let others congratulate you on your
incredible accomplishment.
1K Saturday – Kitchen Cleaning Volunteer Event
(Saturday, May 13, 9:00 a.m.): Every year after the
shelter season ends, volunteers put on their aprons
and head for Fellowship Hall, where our kitchen gets
its “spring cleaning”. Ovens, fridges, countertops, dusty
ledges, pots and pans all get a good scrubbing. It’s fun...
really!!! Want to help? Contact Doug at dvigoren@1stcov.
org.

“1K Saturdays” are periodic service days in which we give
half a day to clean and provide light maintenance of our
facility, saving the church approximately $1,000 (or “1K”)

each half day of service. All you need to do is show up
and all materials will be provided. Thank you!
All-church meal (Sunday, May 21, 11:00 a.m.): Get ready
for a feast! After the worship service on May 21, head
downstairs for our monthly all-church meal. Please sign
up in the lobby if you’d like to bring something to share!
All-church prayer service (Wednesday, June 7, 7:00
p.m.): You are invited to a special prayer service. Let’s
gather—members and regular attendees, young and
old—to pull closer together as a community, humbly seek
God, and ask for guidance in taking our next steps as
First Covenant Church. Please join us in the sanctuary.
Save the Date: Kids Adventure Week (July 10-13, 2017):
Community of the beloved- Check your calendars and
save the date, July 10-13, 2017 for our fabulous, fun and
faith nurturing Kids Adventure Week!!! More information
will be coming soon!
Overnight Camping Trip (Friday, August 4–Saturday,
August 5): Join us for a night of camping, s’mores, and
all sorts of outdoor fun at Cleary Lake Regional Park in
Prior Lake, MN. We have a group campsite reserved, so
all you need to do is bring yourself, a tent or camper,
and some food to share! All ages and experience
levels are welcome. Need camping equipment? We’ve
got you covered! Look for registration details/form in
the worship guide soon, or contact Todd Bratulich at
tbratulich@1stcov.org for more info.

Notes

