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In reviewing this book, I am immediately taken with 
the ingenuity and inventiveness of the human species. 

This book is a catalogue of some of the known designs of 
internal combustion engines invented up until 1956 and 
serves as a basic introduction only to their makeup.

The book gives only a minimal explanation of the 
overall basic principles of internal combustion engine 
design parameters and is divided into sections, grouped 
as: Radial, Inline, Opposed, Rotary and Axial, with each 
incorporating both two and four stroke principles as may 
be applicable.

There are basic drawings of the overall design of each 
engine together with a referenced list of the various parts 
of the engine but no explanation of how it operated apart 
from what you as the reader may perceive from looking 
at each illustration.  Some of the engine illustrations 
are better than others with some being presented in 
3-dimensional format but none showing any indication 
as to sizes. In many cases, the drawings are those which 
would probably have been presented to the Patents Office 
and are thus limited to only that information which set 
them apart from other engines of the day.

So, what does this book present to the Model 
Engineer?

If you are looking for something challenging and very 
different to build, then this is a book for you. Alternatively, 
if you have a general interest in the various forms of Internal 
Combustion engines which have been invented and have 
an inquiring mind, then this book is also for you, but in 
both cases, it must be considered as only a starting point 
which will require further extensive research if you want 
to follow any design through, as it is not a construction 
manual in any form.

Whatever your interest in Internal Combustion 
engines, this book will make an interesting addition to 
your library. If you want more information on the book or 
the engines or to purchase this book, check this website: 
www.TheArtoftheEngine.ca  Remember the prices on the 
website are in Canadian dollars.

Les Mouat.
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